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To His Grace, 

CHRISTOTHERy 

Lord Duke of Albemarle, 8cc. 

Lord Lieutenant of the Counties of De- 
vox and Effex, Gentleman of His Ma- 
jefty's Bed-chamber, one of His Maje- 
fty's moft Honourable Privy-Council, 
and Knight of the moft Noble Order of 
the Garter, Sec. 

My LORD, may it f leaps yourGrace, 

S Dare not call this Addrefs, Pre- 
L fumption, the ufual Complimeat 
; Men give to Perfons of Honour in 
I Dedications of Books, but Duty, 
; and the greatell Service I can pay 
you. It's the Caufe of God, and 
the Caufe of Mens immortal Souls, tanidefend- 
iog in this Treatife ; a Subjeft which claims At- 
tention from all Degrees of Men, and whereiti 
the molt puilTant Prince is as much concerned 
asthemeanefiValTal. ItisafutureEitiiie; and 
X^5^ Ax what 
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what becomes of Men, when their Bodies do 
drop from them, and what they mull do to in- 
herit that Eternii Glory, which a merciful 
God hath been pleafed to promife them, that I 
intend to fpeak to ; and if there be fuch a thing 
as a Retribution after Death, ^nd our Souls 
when they leave their Earthly Tabernacles muft 
come to an After-reckoning, and appear before 
the dreadful Tribunal of a juft and infinite Ma- 
jefty, certainly that Man is unjuft to himfclf, 
and an Enemy to his own Prefervationj that 
dares negieft his Preparation for that great and 
tremendous -/fi!r<//>, and prefers not Medititioii 
on that lia It Account, before all the Senfual En- 
joyments of this World. 

My Lord^ We are fallen into ata Age, wherfcin 
fome few daring Men (indeed their Number is 
inconfiderable, compared wuh the more Sober 
Part of Mankind) have prefumed to nibck ^t a 
Punifhment after Death, and termed that a 
Bugbear, derived from the Tales of Priells, 
and the Melancholy of Contemplative Meny 
which the wifer World heretofore was afraid to 
entertain, but with mod ferious Reflexions. 
When the ripeft and moftfubaft Judgments, for 
almoll Six thoufand Years together, by the In- 
llinft of Nature and Cohfcience, have believed 
a future Retribution ; it's pretty to fee a few 
taw Youths, who have drown'd their Reafon 
in Senfuahty, and fcarcely ever perufed any 
Books, but Romances, and the lafcivious Rhap- 
fodirs of Poets, affume to themfelvesa Power 
to controul the Univerfal Senfe and Confent 

of 
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of Mankind ; think themfelves wifer than all 
the grave Sages that have lived before them; 
apd break Jelts in their Riots and Debauche- 
riesy upon that, which not only ChriftiMs^ but 
Jews^ Mahometans^ and Heathens^ thefubti^ 
left and moil knowing of themi have, ever iince 
we have any Record or Hittory of their Atti- 
ons and Belief, profefledi and embraced with 
all imaginable Rev^eqce. 

And, are not things come to a fine pafs, my 
Lord^ when Chriilianicy, the cleared Revelar 
tion that ]upa$ ever vouchfafed to Men, hath 
been received, confirmed, and approved of in 
the World above Sixteen hundred Years; and 
the greateft Pbilofophers, in many of thofe 
Countries where it hath taken Ropt, have not 
dared to doubt of the truch of \ix the convin«- 
cing[ Power that came along with it proclaim- 
ing its piyinity and Majelty; that thefe bold 
Attentates fhould now begin to arraign its Au- 
thority, and put us upon proving the firfl Prin- 
ciples pf it, as if the World were returned to 
its former Barbarifm, and we had once more 
to do with Infidels ; as if Men had diveiled 
themfelves of Hutpanity, and put on the Na- 
ture ,of Beafls, and were fent irtto the 
World to underlUnd qo more, but the Mat^ 
ter and Motiotf of the Malmsbury Thil^ 
/ophy. 

I confefs, I have fometimes blamed my (elf 

for acculing thefe Libertines of Atheilm, 

when I have underitood wb^t mortal Enemies 

V^ A3 they 
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they were to Lying and Nonfenfe : For how 
Ihould not they believe a God, that cannot 
ipeak a Sentence but muft Swear by Him ; or 
the Truth of the Chrijtian Religion^ that put 
fo remarkable an Emfhajis upon his Wounds 
and Blood; or another World, that do fo 
often imprecate Damnation to themfelves; or 
the being of a Devil, who do not feldom wifh, 
he may confound them ? Would not any Man 
conclude, That Perfons who do fo exclaim 
againit every miftaken and mifplaced Words 
and are fuch perfeft Matters of Senfe, and 
value themfelves fo much upon their Veracity, 
muft needs believe the fexiftence of thofe 
Things they make ufe of in their ingenious 
Oaths and Curfes, th^ Pompous Ornaments, 
which, in this Licentious Age, fet off the 
Glory, Wit, and Gallantry of fuch accomplifh- 
ed Pretenders ? But though we muft not be 
fo unmannerly, as to accufe thefe Wits of 
Contradiftions in their Difcourfes; yet any 
Man that doth not love Darknefs better than 
Light, may foon perceive how faulty this way 
thefe Scepticks are, there being nothing more 
common with them, than to fmile at the No- 
tion of that God, by whom they fworejuft be- 
fore ; iand to rail at that Day of Judgment, 
which they feemed to acknowledge in their ab- 
furd Wiflies and Imprecations^ 

Some have I known, who, in a ferious Fit, 
have been pleafed to tell me, that if they could 
befure there was another World, and a Retribu- 
tion for Good and Evil, none ihould exceed 

them 
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them in Scri6hiefs of ConverfatioOf and exaft 
Piety of Life ; and I amfo charitable to believe, 
that thefe fpeak the Senfe of mod of the reilf 
and that the imaginary want of Certainty in 
this dubious Point, diverts them from venture 
iog on that Innocence and Purity, which wass. 
the Glory of the Primitive Chriilians. But 
may it not be requifite to enquire, Whether 
thefe Doubters have ever taken the right way 
to be fatisfied ? If one that had never heard of 
fuch a City as Exeter^ ihould be told, That a 
Friend of his lately deceafed there had left 
him a Thoufand Pounds ; and he (hould reply. 
That if he were certain there were fuch a City, 
he would repair thither, and yet would not 
enf]uire of thofe that are able to inform him : 
Might it not be prefumed, that fuch an one had 
so mind to be fatisfied ? And I durfl appeal to 
the Confciences of thefe Men that doubt of an 
After-^^etribution, whether they did ever iin- 
cerelyand impartially defire, or endeavour to 
be fatisfied about it : Did they ever do wh^t 
every Rational Man ought to do, that is wil- 
ling to be afcertain-d of the Truth of a com- 
mon Report ? Did they ever put tbenjfel ves to 
half that trouble, to be convinced of the Cer- 
tainty of a future Judgment, that they put 
themfelvesto,when they would Hnow whether 
the Title of the Eftate they would buy, be good 
or no ? Do not they drudgfe from Lawyer to 
^^awyer, to advife about,xbe Evidences that re-r 
late to it? And by this wagu^fs that they arq 
willing to be fatisfied. 

A 4 To 



To ScofF at a Motion of Weight wd Mcj- 
mem before Examination, is a '^eat Sign of 
Indifcretion and Folly in thofe that dpk ; whilft 
the prudent Man, that defires to k^o^ the 
Truth of it, en.cjuires What Solidly there is iix 
it : Whether any wife Mw wer^ ever pf thap 
Opinion : What Reafon they bad to thinjt (b r 
And what enticed or moved thenv tQeQibwce 
it. He IS fo far from exchiqwna agajnft it; atf 
the firft Hearing, or Arr^igning^wKMt? that re- 
ceive it as top Ijcile and credylQUS, ih^t he'll 
confult with Men whom he njiay rationally fiip- 
pofe, to be at leaft as Wife and Learned ^5 hiijpir, 
fclf, and fee what Arguments they ca^ alledge, 
for it, and whether tlwfe Arguments be fatff- 
feftory or no ; nor would I require more PaiQ^ 
and Induftry ip the Cafe in qqel^Ho^, tl^an fuch 
an Application of Prudence, to be fj^isfijed in 
the Truth of a future State ; and h^ that would! 
thus proceed, muft be flrangely ftupiij, if Hebe 
not convinced of tl;)e Verity and nationality; 
of it. 

But when I fpeak of enquiring into the Truth 
of the Notion before us, I do not mean a flight, 
and fuperficial Survey of it, not a flafti of Con- 
ception, which, like Lightning^ (to ufe Tlu^ 
tarch\ Phrafe) dies as foon as Born^ but ^ fe* 
rious weighing an4 pondering theM^ttejr: For 
it would ftem a fl;! ange effeft of Arrogance and, 
Self-conceitednefc, to midertal^e at firft fight to, 
comprehend anS reftrte all the Reafons of a 
Point, wherein very wife Men have employed 

the 
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r6e Coi||tei;Qpl^tiQn and Stud)^ qf loac^ ^^JWP^ 

ki allDifputcs, t(iyre areTopic^Ls of crea^^if. Qf 

fe^ w?ijfht, apd if fome of thgfe W?|»*n(: 

Wits fitxd thcipf^tvcs »^ie to refd fqoiQ pf tp<j 

weakeft Arguments, It^s ifl Le^ck to infer that 

therefore they can as eafily anfwer the ftrong* 

eft and mofl ponderous. And yet this is the 

ufual Method whereby thefe vain Men difcipline 

themfelves into Unbelief ; they are careful to 

pick out fuch Additional P^oofs^ w^ch Men 

of Reafon fuperadd to their WeightiettObfer- 

vations, and thefe they take the Boldnefs to 

cavil at, whilft they avoid thofe more material 

Evidences, which would ftagger their Under- 

ftandingSj^ ^x\di vfxiV^ a Mene^ Men$j Tekel V^ 

fharfin^ upon their Lutts and Pailibns : Which 

carelefs Difpofition, I can afcribe to nothing fo 

much as want of Confid^ratipn. And indeed t 

it's lamentable to fee Mwi endued with Reafon, 

fink fo much beneath it, and live the Reverfe 

of thofe Principles^ which the Supreme Archi- 

teft of Heaven and Earth hath engraven on 

their Confciences- 

To reduce fuch, and other finful Men, to a 
ferious Confideration of their Spiritual Con- 
cerns, is the chief Defign of this Work : And 
all I fhall Requeft of Tour Grace is, That you 
will be pleafed to perufe it fomciimes at your 
Hours of Leifure ; not that I pretend to have 
writ more^ or bettetii on this Subjed, than far 
more Learned Authors have done before me; 
but as the mighty Artaxerxes accepted of a 

Cup 
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Cup of Water from the Haad of a Peafant; fo 
Tour Grace will let the World fee, how great 
ft Mafier you are in the Art of Condefcenfiop, 
by Countenancing the Poor Prefent of, 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

HE Great Foes of Religion^ which 
'' have in all Ages oppojed its Tro^ 
grejsy and undermined its Glory^ are 
llyfocrijy and Trophanene/s. Be^ 
tween thefe two Thieves the Jeu'el 
bangs^ as its Great Majier on the Crofs^ and 
they both Revile itj the one under the Char a6fer 
of a Familiar Friend^the other under that of an 
Open Enemy. Which of thefe doth the great eft 
Harm^ is fomething difficult to determine. Hy- 
focrify commonly upers in Trofhanenefsy and^ 
as a Lad thruft in at a fFindow^ of ens the 
^oor to the great eft Monfter : For there is no^ 
thing more common^ than for Men^ who are not 
"Very difcerning^to contemn all Tiety^ when they 
fee the blackeft Crimes profecuted under that 
Silken MantlCy and Men with the Temple of 
the Lord in their Mouths^ abufe both the Tem-- 
fle^ and the God that dwells in it. People 
whofe Utider [landings are weaky obferving Men 
to carry T)aggers under their Bibles^ and to 
make ufe of the nob left Means for the w or ft and 
bafeft Ends J are aft to think they may with 
Authority laugh at all thafs Sacred^ and fancy 
they are excujfed from all Devotion^ when they 
find the great eft Tretenders make it onlyaTrick 
to cheat the World. Whether that Tro^hane^ 

nefSf 
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nsfs^ which hath too much of late encroached 
upon thtslVefieru Worlds do not owe its Original 
to fuchReligiousTrete^ces of Men^ whoj under 
theNameofjufticeandSanifityy have dared to 
do that which Heathens would have trembled at, 
I leave tjo wifer Men than, myfilftojudge. 

Only I cannot but take notice of a firange Ef 
feSij which our Sermons ba^veaccidentallyy as the 
Sun doth Snakes 0nd Serpents when Jhinin^ upon 
unclean ^unghilsj produced in the Lives of too 
ma^nyj ofis)hom we might Jujjfly hi^e exfeSted 
better returns in Religion\ for nvhile we have 
been difcour aging them from HypOQrjfy, they 
have run out into T>.ebmchery ; and while we 
have endeavoured to clear our Church from Juch 
as have but a Form ofGodlinefSj they have ma4^ 
our Attempt an opportunity to indulge themfelves 
in their Lufis^ and thought that the way to ap- 
prove themfelves true Members of our Churchy 
W4stoT)rinkySweary and be Lew d^ and to comr 
mit thofe Sins openly ^ which the other (may be) 
did in fecret. Excellent Sons of the Church ! 
thaty Viper- like y tear up her Bowels^ undy by 
4 kind of Gallantry fetched fromi Helly rail at 
their Mother more than Shimei did at David. / 
if^ay be bold to affirm^ Th^t there is no Church 
this day in all the Chrijiian JVorld^ that in her 
^oSirine doth either encourage Real Goodnefs 
morcy or Jirive more to keep the Balance even^ 
that God may have the Things which are God's, 
4ndMan the Things which are Man's, than that 
we live in : Tet to our forrow we findy that whiles 
we have given People leave to laugh ^t Reli^iouf 
ipij/imulationsy they have laugh' d themfelves 

tnta 
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into Licentiouffrefs \ anil while they have taken 
liberty to vdvilai afalje Religidny they have at 
laR learned to be aver Je from all that looks like 
Holinefs. This hath made me fometimes ad^ 
mire what the fa Men do with their Reafon% and 
that they do not fre/ently forjwear buying any 
more Tearls^ becauje Jonie there are that fill 
Counterfeit ones for True. Strange! Ihey 
Jhouldj to avoid one Eictreme^ run into another i 
and to Jhun ^ecepions in Religion^ run as far 
from it as the ^evil can miftead them, now 
Jbon "might the Folly of both Extremes be difco^ 
veredy if Men were but willing to think more 
than they do : But while they go on in a Road 
of a few outwardHuties^ and confider not how 
unworthy of that Church and Gojfpel they live^ 
whofe [fiends they frofefs themfelves to bcj no 
hsarvelif they fri^t Men away from our Affem^^ 
blies^ and bring ^arknefs ufon aU the Land of 
Go/hen. 

The juji Indignation I have taken at the Inju^ 
ries our Church Jujfers from thefe Scandalous 
Meny hath beenfartly the Qccafion of this Trea^ 
tife. For Ifee^ Men's Cures lie within their own 
Sreaftsi and that fo many arejick untoT>eath^ 
and ready to perijh^ the reafon is^ becauCe they 
will not refleil what unre a finable Men they are ; 
norreprefint to themfelves the Wrong they do to 
their Souls for want of a lively Confider at ion^ as 
will evidently appear in theenfuing T)ifiourfe. 

I confefs divers Accomplifi>ments which ren-- 
der aBookaccef table to curious Valatesj fuch as 
are Rhetorick, Elegancy of Style, Fancy, Wir, 
and frequent Rotations of Autnors^ Sec. will be 

found 
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found wanting here : buty as Iprofe/sno Ski lit hat 
way y Co my Uejlgn was not fo much to fill Men's 
Heaas with Notions f as their Hearts withFirc. 
It was to engage the Ignorant and Carelefs to a 
Jubftantial Improvement of their Reafon: And 
if what I havefaidy can prevail with tbrfe that 
have lived like Be aft s^ to recover themfelves into 
Men again ; / both undervalue the little Cen- 
fures of Supercilious Men^ and content my felf 
with that Succefs. JVe cannot allflyine as Stars 
of the firft Magnitude^ in the wide Firmament 
of the Church ; tho/e that cannot ^ muftpve fuch 
Light as they are able to difpenfe : I envy not 
our Eagles in Divinity, that they fee far more 
than /, but thank God Ifeefo much : And while 
the greater Sages offer Gold and Myrrhe and 
Frankincenfe, I am happy enough if I may be al- 
lowed to bring Go2its Hair, and Badgers Skins, 
towards the Accompliflyment of the Tabernacle. 
A Critical Eye may fpy faults in this Free-will 
Offering, and I do not wonder at it ; for my dul-- 
ler Sights now I have done^ difcovers more than 
I wijh there were in^t. But my ^tfcourfe is fit^ 
ted to my End. ^oing good is my intent ; if I 
Jucceed not^ ifs no more but what greater Men 
have failed of 
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CONSIDERATION: 

THE 

Nature, Vfefuhefs, md NeceJ/ity of it, 
in Older to a Serious Life. 

C H A P. I. 

TbeNatureofourSouh. The EtenatStatelbef 
areiefiviifor. The Means Goihath made uji 
cf, toftMenflr evertaftingBlifi. Ml theft 
Means ine^Eiual without Vsnjideratim. 

HAT we are defign'd for 
Nobler Employinenis, thta 
Euiiij;, and Drinking, and 
Sleeping, and Playing, and 
following our Trades and 
Bufinefs in this World, (an 
Happinefs, which fiea&s ar- 
rive to as well as we) the great 
SonlswectrryioonrBreails, do evidently De- 
no^nte. Tbde being capable of koowiin 
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God, of delii ' n blra, «nd conyerfing 

'*i^hhimfor{ :mayr ^{Rppolei, 

■Thit (hb|fe:Vi rtheS ^n^ BWi- 

fees (^ thisj *'pfl4 ;ii)!^Tffieir 

'AEteions, gc and'ei-i '(hegrjit 

'Efta of fhefr Grtarion. ' ...-■... .. ' j 

While the Atheiftlanghs at the Immortality of 
his Sold; and nie2!fo6Iiifpt ftlls|)fe"b*tt6rpi|irt to 
iht B^l ,-the Reiigro™' who iS'fllpi'ote thSeil- 
ly wife Man in the end, and who hath none of 
thofe clouds and nailU,! tUi other are troubled 
with, before his Eyes, fees clearly whataTrea- 
furethe ijountifi^l l^d ofHeaten hatb b.eftow'd 
o^nitn, infliedciineats^'Oaafo^celldhtV lb An- 
gelical a fieing tn:ffiK)ay/^a'^f\lfflt can build 
her Nell among the Stars of Heaven, walk thro' 
y u ndei M anfi on s, -andtalteo f th e R trera which 
make glad the City of God i a Soul which can 
wing her above the ^oudsj^ and furvey the 
Cfowjis; and Sqeptep laid up fort^()^e th« ^jre 
dcIpir(jthe'^orld^','and h^y^ tfj^i^cpnyerftit'on 
ih'Hfayen.j a Spul which^cjii Usjj^ l^itradife, 
while the Body is ih.^roiihie, lriid'rejoice.!i!l'nim 
who is All lit Alii while the "iiefc'e'wihds are 
whjftling ?bout her IJgrs, 

TH^'Saft HScftaf thffc Souls we Tiave, 'for 
they Caricompi^etid (jphole Wbrldsa and diVe 
iiito theiCaufes.felWs'arid Befigns of tfiipgs, a^ 
in'iiniom'qiffliefttmibiieeridlof theEafthtnttp 
the other'; ' thia-BAefs (6 receive DMifc liluipj- 
tiatioh,,their'1lr6ibg'defire|i ifter ll^njortafij'- 
theit ff crtt a(Siir|s'WS:Tiout ;the help of a %\ 



dyi thriHiopeSpFHeavgni (hSrfearfof tiefl, 
thtifcapajifty/af fteSBg iniin* to Mfce, *«ir 
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lUfttytofive Above, their fublime Nature, their 

a^g like Angels, their reflex Ads, their Im- 

niateriality, the AddreiTes God makes to them, 

thetfarftatDingsandpromifes oftheGofpel, the 

Dtvirs -bufie endeavours to undermine them, 

the prefages th<6y have, the joys they feel, the 

toi^ments of Confdencethey endure fometimes, 

all prockfim (he certainty of an Eternal State or 

COnditi'oiii tlv6y are intended for. 

' HiisEtemd State, imprinted on our Natures, 

dili96VeTed to the Gentilesy proclaim'd by the 

S(Ai6f God, preach'dby the Angels, connrm'd 

by Apoftles, reveal'd to Chriftians, believ'd ia 

the World, Ais it, relates either to Blifs or Mi- 

f<a'y, tojoy or Torment, to Honour or Diiho- 

nour ; lb how to enjoy the one and avoid the 

othJkir, tBuft, in all probability, be the great 

pbje^ i^ch God defign'd Men's Souls fhould. 

b6 chiefly enlploy'd about. 

Fdr asthere cannot be a thing of greater mo- 
meai: than Eternity ; fo he muil be a Sot or a 
Bead, that c^fi imagine, that God (whoever in- 
teiids tbendbleftOreatures for the noblell Ends) 
will give Men leave to bufie themfelves about 
picking df firaws, and pleafing a few fenfual 
Ltifts, wheii lie hath given them Souls capable, 
not only of labouring and feeing after, but ob- 
taiifi^ a IQngdbm which fades not away ; and 
whe^ We fweat, and toil, and labour to make 
proyifioh for xo, 30, 40 Years, what do we do, 
but problaii&dur obligation to be infinitely more 
concfeipned, how to provide for that State which 
mufi never have an end? 

B X And 
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And as it was- the GoedQefs and Wifdom of 
God^ to piake us capable of everlaftii^ durs^i* 
on ; lb wc Hiould be injurioQsto both, i? we did 
norfuppofe, that God hath ordered and appoint- 
ed means, whereby. it's poiJible to fave our 
lelves from the Wf ath to come. 

He that takes a view of God's Proceedings 
and Dealings with Men, ever fince the Creatioa 
of the World, cannot but ftand amazed at the 
cofl, and labour, and pains, and meansy and mo- 
tives, and arguments God hath ufed, to make 
Men fenlible of their everlafiing Intereft, and 
to engage them to a feripus preparation for that 
World they muft^Uve for ever i». 

This ferious Preparation muft neceifarily be a 
holy,blamelefs, fpotlef^ Life;for the Meaqsmuft 
ever be futableand agreeable to the nature, of the 
End. And Heaven being a Holy Place, perfeft 
Holinefs reigning there, it's not to be imagined 
how perfeftion or Holinefs can be entered upon^ 
without a confiderable progrefs inHoUnefs nere> 
no Man reaching the higheil ftep of a Ladder 
without the lowermoil ; and one might as well 
flatter himfelf, that his Trade by fuctia time will 
bring him in tenthoufandPoundsyWh^nheisfa 
far from mindinghis Trade, that be contrives on- 
ly how to run wich others into excefs of Riot. . 

W ho ever hoped for a Crop of Corn without 
fowing any; Or who ever expeded Tulips ilwuld 
grow in his Garden without planting fuch Roots 
as mult produce them ? The Innocence which is 
above,, is tocom-plcat what is begun here; and 
what Purity there is in thofe everlafting-Man- 
fions, is to crown that Sandity the Soul arrived 

tQ 
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tohere^ and the Light that (hines there, is on- 
Jy to mingle with that which did illuminate f he 
Soul in this lower World; fo that if there be 
no Li^tin our Spirits ^ere,ther« can no Light 
miogte with it hereafter : for God is Light, and 
his Heaven is nothing elfe but Light; and as 
Ught cannot mingle with Darknel's, nor Fire 
with Snow; fo Hr^inefs hereafter can mingle 
with no ^oul but what comes attended with 
the light of Holine&. 

An^ indeed to plant this Holinefs in Men, the 
means have been lo various, fo numerous, fo pa- 
tent before the Law, under the Law, and under 
the Gofpel, that one may juftiy admire the 
whole World doth not ftaiid Candidate for 
Heaven, and all the Inhabitants of the Earth do 
not take the Kingdom of Godhy Violence. 

Before the Law, the continual Pleadings of 
the ]ong*liv'd Patriarchs with iinful Men, to 
improve the Light of Naturcj that Trimap 
af^rvinity^ the many Vifions, Revelations, 
i>eams. Signs, Wonders, Voices from Hea- 
ven, tlie Mnillry of Angds, God's Patience, 
Forbearance, Long-fufFering, and fomeiime^ 
exemplary juttice, the Examples of Holy Men, 
itro^sLiOve to thoie that honoured him, and the 
£^Aal Bleffings he befto^'d on thofe that made 
hmi their higheft and chiefcft good f what were 
all th^fe but fo m«ny Calls ana E^nt reaties, that 
Men would by Holinefc, prepare for a future 
Happincfs? ^^ 

No foone«^ did the World drop into Luxury 

and contempt of the fupte^me Law-^giver, but 

M railed and fent forth l^r^achei^.of Rightc- 

;.; B 3 ' ' ' " oufncfs^ 



6 Tibe Great Law of 

oufnefs, to give them notice of his WilUaivi^ibeir 
Duty; and when all Flefh hskd conrupted its ways* 
Noah and his Sons, in all likelihood, became 
Preachers Itinerant, who, in thofe «,?>, Years,. 
which God allotted the Rebds for Repf Qtgn^, 
travelled about the habitable World, fl^fpro^ 
warned every Man, and bid them by Pmyer, aod 
ferious turning to God, fecure his FaViOui: bQr^ 
and his more neceiTary Merc^ hereaftet Aodi' 
fo after the Flood, when. Vice and FoUji! h^i 
made Men forget the fliipendQus. Deluge the 
Almighcyhadfent on their Fathers to cool thdir. 
hellifti Luits; yih.abam'iskXvipM^m^xkoflSf^^ 
Love and Bounty, and on him are conferred hotb , 
the upper and neather.fprings.Qf.Mefcy, that by. 
his pious Example, the ViciovcsCreoerationmi^ 
be recalled from their, evil ways, <ind perifu^i^i. 
into ferious thoughts of .another rWorldi aodfo 
on till il/(7/^jr his time ; ina wordy it^tfu^ain^si 
PolleritywerefUjCh Wonders wroii^t, assMt^. 
enough, had apt Men fhut their £y:eSjto.eiig.^e\ 
them to all that ilrijftQefs and.' ciccaailppnlot^ 
which Heaven and a better Life reqi6re$.j 

Under theLa.w» God Wiisfofir^m.beit^ 
weary of uiing miefin$« and t^ingfJ^insiwittK 
Menin or^er to thiscnd, thatheJeemed toiuive . 
referved tboffi Ages for larger and fttlteB Daman* 
llrations.of hi§ Powf r and M^ioiilcencie ; and at . 
the Pepple.of /^/jvft^h^dany.gcoundforthtfiiit 
£xclamatj]on» th^ijf-eMif hadfarvgrHcec reafonrto . 
^ I cr y ou f , That God was comi doom. ' po. 

« '4. , » .',• fixtm^i'm 1 thJe JiMenep \dfi Mtn^ Fflir 
while other Gouma-ies WOTeleft ia C)Mkiii9fs(;aiid ; . 
like Mitdesyfu^edCQ WfUtderinihbMailistiKaJMiv 
; .^ valley 
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^eyi of Deatli,'.i^cy,' as. if they, had b^en ina4e 
of Dorer QayjXepmed to be iheparlings of Pror 
vldpnpci^aniitlie^a'yountes of Heaven. , Hea- 
vpojbpw/^d to tHf ni»^ and. upder, its Prot^Aiop 
Vi ^''^^» r.?? •^'icr,a Caoopy of State, ,ahd 
Mi(wM^'g^^ th?n.lhe3ullan, have 

y^oged tjat ipMTiile,'. Thejhadbw of dod-, 
and with. tliaVlP^r^vEtnperour, (tiled chenir 
feLv(S|s, ' Kt^m:n, y^f^^ Stars, ^ Their Eyes fa w 
]y^iilH?lQS alqiqii eyery^ d^y i j(i\^.with iheir dai- 
ly ^rj^d tjieyr , 4:pcelye^ d^ily ^Prodigies, Six 
hiipdrcoiiiI^OiUl^d'iMen" fa'w.^he ^ed Sea divi- 
ded. They fawVhoif with the Waft of .God's 
Noftrils, the Waii^jcs ) were gathered togeiheJ> 
hoifrt^c Elp/jdsftp^dtiprightasajn heap, and the 
Jjcj»ths';jyef€ congealed in. the heart of the Sea. 
Thej^emyiwd^lVill puK^e, I will overtake,! 
wiIIjdivj^(ji^.|bq(poi!li.njy Lull jhall be fatisfied 
up6n't;neno,, J'wilt^raw my Sword, my" Hand 
ihaU,dci,lroy thiem..' .Biit the Almighty blew 
wjth his windj. the Sea. covered them, they 

funk as Lead in. thf mighty Watfers. 

..T'histhe ^^r^wwriawTtTbey faw it and rebel- 
l€»lj^^a yet, whic(i was the greater Miracle, in . 
thpiipi^ijof Jthcir Rebellion, Qod^like the Sun. 
w^i^f^fmiling throug(ija qloud, Hijewed them a. 
n)«r<gifu|Face ji nio^that he approved of their Im- 
pififyj(:b,ut becaure-by'thele Ekaros he would 
w^5H 5h'^irI^eafts)wo Obedience- Thdr Blef- 
fiffff^nfe d9w^ jipoh them,not in drops,but in 
fljftwierf^i.an^tn^ir. Profperify, like, the Cihna- 
v^*%f^t wgs fp^frf granr^ that.Strangers mi^h.t 
(t^%^ K agreajt, way o^ before they faw it; , 
The Waters of Life were'cohtinually flowing* 

' B 4 into 
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into their bofoms; and tho' Go4 now «od th^ 
frowned upon theni) (what Father woald noc 
fometimes chide his Son) yet his Indignation^ 
which, like Flints, fent out Fire, upon their pe- 
nitential Tears, ilraight- way returned to its forf 
mer c6ld nefs. The Rocks poured them out Ri- 
vers of Oil, they walhed their Feet in Butter^ 

and one might fay of their Land,as * he 
f"- *^'" of thelfle of Rbodes^Tbey werebleffed 

with a continual Sun-fl>ine. Theif 
Prophets, what mighty, what powerful Men 
were they ? Men that, like Lamps, cohftraieci 
their own Oil,to light their Auditors to Heaven ; 
or, like Silk- worms, fpun out their bv^n Bowels, 
t6 deck their Hearers with Garments of Righte- 
oufnefs. Where W ords could not prevail,Tear§ 
were the means to fupple and afifea them ; andii 
■¥tka» ^^ ^"^snis, t The9'i:knotJlr9nier Rb^orick 
inthelVorldthanthefe. Here one Pro- 
phet fpoke like an Orator^ there another like a 
Logician. Here one endeavoured by Eloquence 
to channi\itx&y there another by clear Reafoa 
to convince them. Here one threatned, there a-« 
liothet /romij^d. Here one wooed, thereanother 
t hundred. Here one came with a Scepter of Love^ 
there another with a Trumpet of ff^ar. Hereone' 
called to them from Mount Eba^j there another 
from Mount Gerizim, Here one adjured therii 
by the Bleflings of the Basket and the<f^0r^,ther<9 
another by the Fruit of their Bodies, and the 
J^ruit of their Ground. Here one made them 
feel the Fiery Law, there another invited thetri 
by PTine ana Milk without Monfy, and without 
Trice, Here one ihe wed then^ the Bread an4 

ff^atet* 
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Fater ofAffiiClion^ there tnother opened /?/- 
virs in hi^h Tlaces^ and fountains in the midftof 
tallies. Here one offered his Hand to Jave them p 
there another made bare his ^rm of Revenge. 
Here one offered an Ark to thofe that defired 
Mercy, there another rained down floods of 
Qurfes to drown the Obflinate. Here onerepre^ 
lented GCfD with his Sword drawn* ^ ? ^ is s 
Smoak^oinguf outofbis NofirilSj and ^ *' • • 
devouring r ire out of his Mouth \ there another 
followeoSinners to the very gates of Hell, with 
offers of Mercy in his hand ; and while V^enge^ 
ance was knocking at the Door, and the Sword 
was at their Hearts, called to them, Turnye^ 
turn y By why willy e Die ? And what was all this, 
but to lay invincible obligations on Men tore- 
form, and, by Reformation of their Lives, to ar- 
rive at lall at that Harbour of Blifs and Immor- 
tality, which the great Preferver of Men hath 
prepared for thole that fear him. 

Under the GoffeU tofhew that this would be 
the very lafi Method to perfuade and engage 
Men to HoUnefsy the Son of God\i\xsAe\{ comes 
down from Heaven ^ and turns Preacher. A Glo- 
rious Scene ! To fee him, who, being in the form 
of Gody thought it no robbery to be equal with 
Gody defcend from his Bed of State, and fink 
from the higheft Magnificence, into the form 
of a Servant: \y|iat could the Angels think, 
to fee the Prince of Life take his leave of the 
Beatifick Regions, to difguife himfelf in Fleft, 
and dwell with Dull and Aflies ? What was faid. 
Gen. 18. II. ofCod figuratively, I will go down 

now and fee y whether they hwe done according 

... ... • -11 . 
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to all the evil that ^ is come uf to fne\ was ilW 
ni^de good accordinjg to the Letter ;, ap4 ^pdy 
^bo in times paft, in diy^rs rnanriers (pake unto 
the Fathers o( oI(!^ at laft^fpake by lus,Spij. , 

The Meii to whomihis former Meflages were 
fent, havir^ b^acen f^Qme of hisSerA^.a^^ 
iforied and niprdered' others, the Everl^ajtin^^ 
Father thought, o:j^r^/y l^h^wUlr^erencim^^^^ 
Sm. Ipdeediiottiingiels coiild be expefted^ tt^aii^ 
that the Heir of all things, by his Greatnefs* arid 
I^ivinity, ft piild ftHke them into ! the humblefl: 
pdftures of^ Repentapce ^ coiriihg la- 

den with the Oljve-Jeavejbr Gr^^^^ Mercy^^ 
andl^ardonin hisMoutK Behold, the!Deiire^ 
ojf all Nations comes, aridHe/that.cominandjs all 
the Powers of Light andparknefs^ ^^^V^^ }^ ^^ 
Pulpit. He/bywhbni thf W were npiaiie^^ 
leaves the brightjiefs of his Father's 'Gloryi/to 
tell Men what a Moniter iSm is, how odious,now ^ 
loathfomein the Eyesbf God j howl6vely,how 
amiable, How beautiful the: Ways of Qod are v 
confirms theS^ayings of allthe Prophets bfpWi, 
afluresMeriij,(and certaiiily he cbiild not tell^/ 
Lye) that all tTiqfelVfefleng^ of old were in' the \ 
rf^htjj when they pro^eflcd, Th^ ^9^14 

beMensRuine, and that atViptnclerGaten^ 
clean thing ft bufdWter^' and that God jp^uftbe! 
preferred before/^U the Rjchw, Honouris^ api \ 
Pleafiires of this World. : A favour for wliich we . 
want expreffion, and wbjcli we piyft draw a ' 
v^il over, as //»ii»r/S7^nhe 
Face of Ij^bigemias Father, becaufe we cannot ^ 
reach it with our colours ;. it's a Love 'wlj'ich' 
p^fles kriowkdge; it furmoiints the brighteft 

under- 



iiodeilt«iditig.We<l^>il l^iniAfnig (Mi itie^tmr 
of GDd; aii4 !t ]l5iives>tts in the ValiergMlivg; tM 
fittiog^-uponr its M « ttlAng whiciv MtNr<hdity cati- 

zlesr tfaelyesi icfar{>elid^ ditf ke«f6ns btoefe tire 
F>K:tiltiefs<of aa inmiiMTe Ubul, aridfiHs- all the 
Ctlaiifield ofk wit6 AdteintibbUf a King^ottfd^ 
feod'^Me^tigeir WiHr aPftrdoti f& a'MMefAdbf 
that's ready to4)je <dirn«d >ofiP the Ladder, tH^ite' 
i&Do Mtm^cn'ftratfgeir' toPity artd Gotbpaffiblf,- 
btttwotiMfpeafe iiicoidifietldatioti of the Bi6fa,V 
Mercy ; btirfhottid tHeRinghii»(^tf^at>t>foich^ 
tbe>pkc& of Bseeiittofij and abfcfli^ bitff,-it-s 
likevcheiittesfipidi^dfibiiiitywoiildcaftthe Ma^ 
iefh^r into ai 9«r«ibm And theii^ tHfeA'the 
6reai:i@Qd of Heaf^Af amd Eavth nfad^ his F-a^- 
vovr e«ftfetic^ ^v«tttoq« of the comci^oti road of 
Mefcy^Oieptbtyo&d aflPFi'e'cedentsand f^^cany^^ 
p]esr-en^f)e<»ied «his kiddi^ef$4nto perfbdf Mi^a'-^ 
cliSrMt^KctefiAil^letfftfl^^ges'beforecannotpa^ 
raMeUahdth<ei4)i0ti of God madeliis vi^ay th^otigN 
altihei©teud5i<jf-'He4Vfen', to tcH Mdri how<56d 
loi^df(«lhei#8bci^^nd«appiHefs ; wfecan* 
notftlfjpofeia^pOfSbflily^of ^eatci- Gondelben- 
fion*. Afed that-whioH'ilitt iacreafes thfe= won- 
der, ,tfei» ^dtf'Of God 'initl-bats, wooi?$r aHd ! ,be^ . 
feeohfesjMdtf t^ljfetWnfc'thfemfelves,' afeds' dtefrf- 

iip>tlielr-«lo»ri& forthfenexe Wbrki*s Gldry • H€ ' 
th(ir4Bigtit;hihre<:0ti]|^^a&me davinoft ' certaiof^ 

he wSll>^thfi1ii»e9bPFi^i and taketf Vcrige*^- 
ance oa' tMobfl^ate, atidleirHf^ imA tUmlM' 
thevs^M fei-iOQfiiei^iitid ieSgh^, witffoifta Mf!^ 
taph^j«j^tl9, fPM^S^i . h^g*f ded tiii'Slvfef a- 
iipoii3W#W^hi -attd A^^d' fferft'oh^tK^'R%*. 
..•■.. i • be!s. 
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bel«« that would not have him reign over them, 
and frowned them into Hell: That this Son of 
God, this Sovereign Princje^ whom all the Eler 
ments ferve, at whoCe command the Waters 
drown, and the Fire burns, an4 the Earth 
f wallows up, that he ihould cpme, and draw 
near the City, and inilead of confuming, weep 
over it, as if be meant to quei^h the Fire of 
G4>d's indignation againft it ; and ^nilead of 
doominff it outright to Eternal VeQgieance,wifk, 
that thou hadjt known in this thy d^wifathe-^ 
longs unto thy Peace ! Call like a tenderpoqapafli- 
opate Father,ifew oft would I have gathered yon 
as a Hen doth gather her thickens under hex 
Wings^ andye would not ? That he fhpuld bear af- 
fronts, and in the midft of thofp injuries, entreait 
Men to be reconciled to him, and leek for a Parr 
don ! That he ihould make nothing of being flan- 
dered, fo he might but win them to Repentance ; 
foe content to undergo Reproaches, fo be might 
but allure them to God's ways; fuffer himfelf to 
be abufed, fo he might but undeceive them in 
their firong Deluiions ; bear with their peevifliT 
nefs and frowardnefs, fo he might but perfuadp 
them to mind their Eternal Intereft. That like 
his Apoftle afterward, t ho' free from all Men, he 
ihould yet make himfelf a ^^rvant to all, that 
he might gain the more ; unto the Jews become 
as a^rw, that hemight gain the J^^wj; to them 
that are under the Law, asunder the Law, that 
he might gain them that are under the Law ; to 
them that are without Law, as without Law, 
being not: without Law %oGpd^ that he might 
gain them t|iat are wi[hp^t |j»w i to the weakt 

become' 
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income as weak) that he mioht gaio the weak, 
and i)e made all things to all Men, that he might 
by all means fave fome ; that he ihonld conjure 
Mankind by Tears, and Wounds, and his own 
Blood, by thofe very Torments and Agonies he 
endured for them,to have Mercy on themfelvess 
to take a view of the burning Lake beneath* 
and run away } to look upon the Joys above* 
and beraviihed with theught! That he ihould 
court them by the fweeteft Invitations, and 
the kindeft Calls ; by the greateft 0£fers, and 
the fofteft Promtfes ; Promifes of AffifUnce* 
and of his Holy Spirit, of Peace and Joy in thfe 
Hoiy Gboft, and feal his firong defires and long- 
ings after their Hatinefs, with his own Death { 
and after his Death, bein^ rifen again, fend A- 
poftles, and whole Armies of Confeflbrs and 
Mirtyrs to eftablifli thofe Defires, ordain a 
Fundion of Men, that might preach thofe De- 
fires in Men's £ars to the World's End ; this 
indeed is a condefcenfion which the great mi- 
niftring Spirits in Heaven ftand amazed at, 
.and may juilly be looked upon to be one of 
thofe things the Augeh dejtre to fry into. 

Byfuch aflonilhing Means hath the great Im- 
mortal God endeavoured to effeft that Holtnefi 
in Men, that Serioujhefsy that Tietyi that Hea" 
jveul^mndedttefsy which he hath appointed to 
be the only way to endlefs Blifs. Glorious 
Means indeed ! But then they are no more buc 
Pearls thrown before Swine, where Men confi- 
der not how far they are concerned in ^tHea- 
.viny Calli and what can be the meaning of all 
thefe Arts and Stratagems of Divine Compani- 
on, 



-Ipil^^^W^^ p^dcui,!^ Mmi!s fcbs^iiR& 4 and 
iiQW 4rwiW it mvftpc^p JSBfteiSiifo great i»l- 
,i(a(^oD^ what C^«^.4f /k^^!«U thisi rand. -what 

woettifr ttm^§ce^^xi9ii -nAM .(ihey-bb fti, 
jpjhat ^j^cuw^Qtis Wfm^x^ '» l»u&>be .to Jierftill, 
ii^^.iIe^fU|ni^|- i^c|);f^Gag (and foweifiil fand- 
'.tat^s ; ' tp,% ail this Mbtottr. mid laduftr^^ 
m^ iod/efajtig^Q ^^'^ 4»f Qodvbefeee thciEyos 
iof,!^iE;Bt \v^eQ ^hey wi^l vox ii& Ihdr CoiitnlD- 
pl;^K(tit$ oat^f f et^dtes miemdo^d foe their ne- 



cpv^rV'* ^iM^r.is it ^titoin^eaLeamtfdOhBCi- 



^j Fmnc:ih f<> .^^4fr^ 0^ fels^es ccrFalranis 
iy^dPbeaf^tS) ^ ptfi^r 3irds ; or* with hiai 
jlnSuI/ithf^Sfwr If ^ tO: (f^ktoffColniT, to 

^alk tQ4 blij)4.IV|^& !Q^.Qi«^f^ to diiboiBife 
jVfftb^m^^e^.EpQSfft^Q.ajFen^, aad>toprti- 
pare^lixjirs an4. Cocdial^ for Mctt- depnted df 
l^fe aad >)e{ife f Wf^nt Confidcratior^ we 
hav^ UtciLe but Sham: aod Sfaeech left jcoultt to 
diimgu)4i(9:^ frosk£|[<^»iJts$^ildGod«leaiiyIiDfiR 
the Vertue q]^ His jB^lKirta^ns and £iitreatiss, 
.except CoD^de; dtipii fets tbetn iio4«e^ digefts 
And applijc^ them lo |t^ ^ovi^ and the iovrard 
ThQugB^s^ like 3«iB->bieamif in a Bar^n^^GlafSt 
unite and continae ColooRupORtib^eixpiilitiid 
Obj^f^S). till they fet th9 Beact oh. fire. . 
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Conftdir^ttph no tranfitory view of Sfiritudl 
TBifigs i ' ifnporislayinf the Heart and Mind 
clom unt$Sjtrk\iP<^^^ refembles 

Magnifying GJ^ffefj^' whicfr d{]feover Things 
mferie^tM b^ the naked Eye. Zhe great 

\tsif a Se7f-]^i(dmtnjatio9% Ex^ojftf^ 

nd ftrpnghefilution:' ' 



c ji ' 
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|0 W Cbnfideration, Thinking, Pon- 
dering:^ M^ditatidiii Gopteni^acibn, 
<^ ^Hfer,1§ not" Msitierial to enquire. 
> Cbn(i(!{e'r(iti<>nr inclqdes all theifei and 
. is rititbirig-but ex^rcifmg and impro^ 
ving that Rational lvac(iky the great Architect 
h'aeK teflwired <)nf \is, to theGTpry* oif Qod. apd 
t^g flelknty 6F our immortal Sods. The Cnara^ 
&i^'''S(."l^ernard 'j^i/&c£ it, injay help to illo- 
^Hitc: ffiis" Defcrip^iAi ;' If difiinMAfth (faith 
Ykyifii^g^ cJUnjj^f^i \c0lleSfttl3 Jiich 4s^ lie dpr 
pirfiW'^^jfearchei and dives intd fitch (if ar^ 
t^cidtifd and. kid, examines prahtfbUities, re^ 
fiftts-^^M.iiohat is denei rejoltfesvihat to do, 
dfiSfr&ffes towards the mar^'ypr theorize. ojT 
the biffk callinf of, God in Cbrijf ^ejks: 

ITie Sclio61-«men are iii th.e right, when tliey 
call %•' Binf hying tBe'^hoU'Dndefjfanding 4* 
BoiiP 'd'tkih^i % indeed^ a flafl? of T^inkini is 
no-Bvore CftHriideration' than' a -few wandrmg 
fi>atl^ oaji be^id xo' warm a fpab)ous Rootn 1 
AsWeH mat a Man hope' to fet a MlFa going; 
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by fprioklihg fdme drops upon the Wheels, as 
imagine that a itij tranfient Thoaehts will re- 
form the Soul : And a^ id eold Weather Men 
do not get themfelves a heat by a itep prtwo» 
vbut by fuch exercifes as put the Body into Vio- 
lent Motion ; fo neither uill a carelelsThotighc 
jiow and then heat the Heart within : but Con- 
fideratiofj, which puts the ^ml into a %ong 
and vigorous motion or a^tation, is. that wluch 
muft kindle the HoPf Ftre^ and ihed a|>road 
Life in all the Faculties of the inward Man. 

Not to mention here that the Wdrd was ori-^ 
ginally ufed to exprefs the induftry of Aflrono- 
mers, who, by diligent Contemplation, and Ob- 
fcrvation of the Stars^^ their Motion, Pofition^ 
Conjundion, Influences, ^c. gave a Judgment 
of the feveral ThanomeMOy or appearances they 
met withal, from whence it was afterwards ap^ 
plied to Men, who ferioufly and attentively pon- 
. der things of moment, whether Ci* 

DD?) *n ^y ^^^ °^ Sacred ^ The Scripture ufual- 
v....' . i. - lyexprefles it hyUyinr our Hearts 
. clQfetoourWaysy9&\\\x.vttx^vn^ 

ConfideratiOii, as it is with Men's Uilning to % 
confufed npife, and laying their Ear clofe to « 
Wall, with defign to get a more diftind know- 
ledge of it. 

And ind^d, without Confideration, Eternal 
Life, and our Dmies in order to ir, amie^ar no 
very great Attractive. Confidersition dears up 
ihofe Notions, difpels the Cloudsi and Miiis thac 
dwell upon oiu: Reafoti, wipes away the Oufl^ 
difcovers unknown Worlds^ and makes even 
JTuch things as were Vulgar and obvious before* 

look 



C^OMSIDEHATION. I7 

bok with a new t'ace, they being found, upon 
Confideration, things of greater Confequence, 
of greater Comfort, of greater Neceflity, of 
greater Virtue and Efficacy, than before they 
were believed to be. So have I feen an old 
Piflare thrown by, and buried amongft Rub-> 
bifh, which afterwards being wafhed, hath pro* 
ved to be a cofily Original, done by a curious 
Hand ; and that which at firft, while iuliied with 
XKft and Duft, was worth nothing, hath appear- 
ed to be of extraordinary Value, Conlidera- 
tion is that Spunge that wafhes the beautiful 
Pidore of Grace and Glory j and now the curi« 
ous Lines, appear, the Uvely flroaks of our 
Great Mailer's Hand are feen, the fweeterLi- 
neaments difcover themfelves, and make the 
Soul enamour'd with the Spedacte. 

It is much with Confideration, as it is with 
Microfcopes and Magnifying-GlafTes. What 
coDtemptible Creatures do fome little Animals, 
end fmaller forts of Plants appear, while beheld 
with our naked Eye, but viewed through Di- 
Optrical-GlafTes, what curious Fabricks do we 
fpy ? How inconfiderable an Infeft is a Gnat ? 
How defpicable a Creature is a Mite ? Yet he 
that thrpugh fuch GlafTes beholds in them all 
the Perfeftions of the largeft Animals, the mul- 
tiplicity of their Parts, the variety of their Mo- 
tions, and how curioufly every Limb is wrought, 
how Mathematically all their little Members ar^ 
framed and fet together, cannot but like ^^^^ 
the great Phyfician, wonder at the Spe- 
dacle, and break forth into admiration of the 
immenfe Wifdom of their Maker, Who would 

G believe 
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believe' there ihould bt plumes of Felthcrsi^* 
the painted Wings of a Btuterfy^ Who Ivould 
fufpe^ fuch things as Needles, or flitf p tianf-^ 
parent Pikes in a Nettle leaf, or think tbsit any 
glittering drawn Swords and Daggers ffaotild'be^ 
found there? Who would take an Atom of 
Quick filver to be a Globular Lodkmg-Giaft ^ 
Or the Sand we throw upon Paper to be like 
Fragments of Chrytial, or lumps of Allum ? Yet 
through fuch GlaUes, thefe Objects appear wkh 
a different ihape from what they did before. 

Conftderation is that Glafs wluch reprefeotfr 
Spiritual Objeds in other dolours^ thin be£bre 
were obferved and deteiR:ed in them, ^nthat 
looked but with a faint Red before^ throughr 
this Glafs, appears all Scarlet and Crmfin. 
God's Laws which before were hardly regard- 
ed fo niuch ^ humane Injundions,* through this 
Glafs appear fo beautiful, fo rational^ fo wifer 
fo Wonderful, fo fuiting to an intelligent Nature^ 
that a Man with David czwnox, hoTd^ but ihtift 
cry out, O how I love thy Law i it is my Medi^ 
tation all the Day ! I have feen dH eHd ef all 
ferfeciion-y but thy Commandment is exceeding 
broad. Th e New Jerufalem whitih looked but 
like an ordinary Building before j when viewed 
thro' this Glafs, the Towers and Bulwarks of it 
are feen glittering afer off, the Pearls and Pre- 
cious Stones it's paved withal fliine with more 
than ordinary Luftre ; and that whkh looked 
but dull and weak beforcr now dalles the Spe^ 
dators Eyes with its oriental brightnefs. TMl 
Confideration carae in, the Prodigal faw little. 
He heard Men talk of ths Beauty of Qod's ways;^ 

but 
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hilt alas ! he faw no fuch thing : To him they 
Ibbk'd as the ways of Sion^ rugged, uneven, and 
Qhfrequefited ; and the Fruits of the Spirit ap«- 
j»eared unpledfantj and ill-tafted, fitter for the* 
Rabble^ and fcum of Mankind ^ than Men of a 
brisk airy temper : But he no fooner opens the 
Window^ and lets in thefe Beams of Confidera* 
iion, but all thofe Fancies^ as Witches at the 
Name of ^r^j*, vanifli^and he is wrapt into that 
high efieem of the ways of God, that he prefers 
being but a Door-keeper in the Hou/e ofGodi 
befortS the Office of Grand Vifierzi the Court 
6JF ^a/kerus. 

But this Will further appear^ if we enquire into 
the eiiential PartSi or neceffary Ingredients of 
thefe Spiritual Opticks. Conrideration,as it is the 
Bun that enlightens this Microcofmiil/^^/yiand ir- 
radiates the benighted Faculties of the Soul^ fa 
that it may have this virtue,there is required (and 
it cannot beConfideration without it) Self-Exa- 
fiiinationiExpoflulation,and ftrong Refolutions^ 

I. Seif-Exdmination. That Man who exa- 
mines not his Spiritual State or Condition^ Whe- 
ther he is that Sinner that Ihall be everlalHngly 
miferable ? Whether the Threatnings of the* 
Gofpel concern him ? Whether he finds thofe 
qusdifieations in himfelf ^ which the Son of God 
i^equires of all that Ihall be Heirs of Glory ? Whe- 
ther he feels thofe things in his Soul, which Mett 
that have a Title to the great Inheritance are 
fenfible of? And whether he walks in that 
ftreight way^ and fttives to enter in it that 
fi«trow^«e the Holy Ghoft doth fpeak of ? 
^' G * Hd 
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He thatj. with Gallioj cares for none of theljb^ 
things, is fo far from confidering, that he dotb 
notbelieve thelmmortality of hisSouU or ano^ 
ther World. Fcmt were his Heart feafoned wiihr 
a found belief of that future State, he could noD 
but enter into his Clofet and refled: In this^ 
Bible, in this Book,, which J do believe contains 
the Oracles of Gpd^ and his Perenaptory Will 
concerning the Salyatipn of Men, 1 find ttub- 
born, carelefs, unconverted Sinner$,ad)udged to 
eternal Torments ; 1 find Ge^ protelt,^ he will 
know none in the laft pay,/o^as to ftiew them^ 
favour, but fiich as dare deny themfelyes for^ 
fieaven^ and heartily endeavour to do the Will 
of their Father which is in Heavm \, L find G^^^ 
fwear, that Men who prefer dieir Farms,. and 
Oxen, and fecular Cpncerns, before his Injun- 
dions and Commands,, (hall never talte of th& 
great Supper of the Lamb. 

Am 1 one of thefe llubborn,. unconvertedy 
carelefs Men, or no I Why ihould I be afraid to 
askfucha Queftion, when there is no lefs than 
Eternity in ihe Cafe I lam not afraid to look into 
my Acoount-Bpok, to know what myDebt^are^ 
and what is owing tome \, whether lam behind^ 
or before-hand in the World;. Whether i thrive 
or decay ;. whether t get or lofe ?. And Ihall I 
be afraid to know, whether I am a wife Man, 
or a Fool ; a Friend^ or an Enemy c& God ; a 
Favourite, or a Reprobate t Whether the por- 
tion of Lazarnsr or the lot oil^ssy will fall 
to my ihare? Lord, wheti I hear, and read, that 
Men who are flrangers to Right eoufnefs and 
Helimfs^ (hall be tormented with Fire whicl) 
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J5 not quenched, is it not worth, is it not juft, 
is it not reafonable, I ihould ask, whether 1 am 
not that Man? If { am none of this number, 
What means the jkleating of Sheef^ and 
the iowing ef Oxen in mine Ears? \ **^- '^• 
What meads my Earthly*tninded- ** 
nefsf What'4neansmy living in wilfiri contempt 
of fo many Commands of the Son of God ? I 
take no pains to be faved ; fome littte Forma- 
lities and Compliments of Reii^ion ferve ray 
<tirn, and fatisfie my Confcience. I can put off 
the great God ol Heaven with the World's 
Leavings, and throw him a dull, heardefs Pray- 
er at 'Night, when i have been wallowing in Siii 
all Day. I am for no Devotion that's either ex- 
^enfive or trdublefome to Fleihand Blood, and 
fuch Ejaculations as do not molelt me in my 
Pleafures, and as my Flefli caneafilyfpare, with- 
out any detriment in its fatisfadion, 1 am willing 
to lay upon G&d's Altan I feel licile or no Sor- 
row for Sin, no remorfe, no compunftion?, 
)wheti I offend a Gracious God. A Temporal 
Advantage afieds and revives me more than 
iall the joys of Heaven. I live more by Senfe 
than by Faith : My fenfitive Appetite is the rul- 
ing Faculty in my Inward Man, and my Will is 
lefc unguided and unregarded to the Rapes of 
fenfual Pleafiif e ; I let the Hedge lie open, and 
the wild Boar out of the Wood may come in, 
and the wild Bealis of the Field ; I mean, my 
Lttfts may do with me what they ple^fe, 1 take 
no care to rule or matter them. My Lulls, 
like ilUbred Children, muft have all the Toys 
(hey cry for; and if ait any time 1 do not fatis- 
*• . 'I C 3 fie 
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fit them^ it is becaufe I caonoti or dare not) 
9nd it is not Love to Self<-denial, butForcey or 
Shame, or Carnal Interefl, makes me crpfscbeir 
^agernefs and Importunity, If I do fometiQ)«« 
Tcfolve to leave either my groffer Vices, or my 
more fecret Iniquities, the next Company lar 
Pivertifement takes me off again ; and I fQ«k9 
r.o more of breaking my folemn Prpmifes of betT 
ter obedience,th4nif God were afoerie ^ockor 
Stone, that takes no notice of Affronts and If)*' 
Juries, Self-denial I am fo great a (Iranger to^ 
chat I know not what it means. Tbp Graces and 
!Fruits of God*s Spirit, Lover Joy t Teaccy Qood-^ 
nefsy Faiths Temfsranccj Meekne/s^ ^ati^nce^ 
J^ong-Jufferingy have fo little of my Pe(ire$apd 
Affedions, that I think it but Time and Labour 
lofi to bethink my felf how to be mafter of asy 
of them. Why ihould I flatter and deceive Wf 
felf? Why ihould I footh my felf into kina 
Thoughts of my Condition^ that is fo apparently 
dangerous ? Thus it is with me, why fltould I de? 
nyit? Why ihould I call Light Darkiiefs» and 
Darknefs Light ; put bitter for fvwt^ endfweet 
for bitter? Whomdplcheatall this while? Is it 
not my own Soul ! And what ihall I gain by it in 
the end ? Shall I think my felf fufficientjy Holyi 
when I am fo little acquainted with the firftrudi^ 
ments of Holinefs? Shall I think my fdf a Child 
of God , when that which I do is fitter for a Child 
of the Devii than a Favourite of Heaven ? R«^ 
pentance, or turning to God, which the Holy 
Ghoft doth fo often, and with that vehenencft 
and earneilnefs inculcate* implies 9n imiver&i 

change of mjdifpofuioa and ioeiiniitiaw. And 

whcr* 
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'wheiQ is that Alteration, that renovation of the 
Mind> WiiU and Afiedions ? My AfTedions are 
carri^ out after Froth and Smoket as much as 
Gf^r. IVly Love is fee on trifles, and is regardlefs 
of the lligheft and chiefeii Good as much as ever. 
{ hateSerioufnefs, and delight in childiih imper- 
tinent Gayeties as much as ever. The Promiles 
of the Goipel are as ioconfiderable in my Eyes, 
and the Riches of this W orld as glorious and ra- 
▼iAibg flS€ ver ; and I can difpence with the want 
of S|>^itiial Confolaitons, while I have but my 
^reit tfaefe outward Comforts ; I think it fufii- 
cient thiat I am Baptized and waihed in the Laver 
of Regfeneration, but do not mind, whether ( 
am a new Creature: The Holy Water indeed 
was fpdnkied upon me, but I am ilill in the Gall 
of BitternefSy and tiond of Iniquity. It's evi- 
dent by my Aflions, that I have driven away, 
and quenched that Holy Spirit which was given 
me ih Baptifm, and yet I itudy not how tq re- 
cover it; and what will be the end of thefe 
thingsf That Spirit is aSpiritof Hoiinefs, and 
titl Hotineis returns to my Soul, that Spirit will 
aot rerarn; Wo unto me ! My Feet run in the 
ways of deftruftion, and my Eyes are dazled 
with e^irnal Pomp and Grandeur as much as 
ever. An amorous Song is more pleafing to 
me, than the mott harmonious Pfalro. The W ord 
of God is but a dead Letter tome, while a Ro- 
maoce^ dr a Book that treats of Folly and Va- 
nity, tranfport^ me into more than ordinary 
<:Qni;€©t and fatififadion : ^nd what I muji Eaty 
Mid mhut I niuft ^rink^ and wherewithal I 
fiiuM h$ Ck4ithedi are Queftions 1 have far 

C 4 greater 
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greater defire to be refolved in, than to know 
what I mull do to pleafe God, and to be happy 
for ever. If I have made light of the Thunacrs 
andThreatningsof Jfrz/^^r^, Idofoftill; . May 
be when G(7^fmites me, I feek him, and return, 
and enquire early after Godj and remember that 
Godis my Rock,and theHigh Gedmy Redeemer; 
but the Rod is no fooner off my back but I re- 
turn with the Swine to the . Mire, and with the 
Dog to the Vomit: which ihews, that in my 
afflidion I do but flatter G^^ with my Mouth, 
and lie unto him with my Tongue, that my 
Heart is not right with him, and that I am not 
fledfail in his Covenant. How am I forced 
fometimes to invent evafions, either that it is 
enough to believe with the crowd ; or that God 
will not be fo cruel, as to damn all Men that are 
unfandified; or that if I fhould begin a good 
Life, I (hould never hold out ; or that if Seri- 
oufnefs were foneceflary, fo many learned Men 
would not have fo great an averfion for it 4 
How often am I ready to yield to Atheittical 
Suggeilions<^ that either my Soul dies with my 
Body, or that God takes no notice of what 
we do below ; or that there may be bo Life to 
come ; or that Religion may be nothing but a 
Trick. Horrid thoughts I Yet what will not 
a Sinner do, or confent to, fo he may butbe 
let alone in his linful Sport and Pleafuries ? My 
outward Man may be hath fome fparklings of 
Piety ; but how foul^ how fordid is my Soul? 
How little do I llritfe to be rid of vain, un- 
clean, and lullful Thoughts.^ How. eafily do 
I yield unto a pleafing Temptation ? the Devil 

need 
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peed take no great pains to feduce me ; fdr 
if he do but beckon, I make hafie and lun. 
How loth am I to refift an evil motion ? How loth 
to conquer ? How ^th to break my League with 
Hell? Whatanaverfion have I for the feverer 
Duties of Religion ? How foon am I weary o( 
pious Exercifes M do not abate one Lutt, not one 
Pleafure, for Heaven's fake. If I know that eat* 
ing a plentiful Dinner on Sundays^ u ill make me 
deep at Church, I have no courage to forbear fo 
much as a meal for God. What did I ever do 
that look'd like feeking a Heavenly Country ? I 
read of good Examples, but they move me not ; I 
fee how circumfpealy other Men walk, and yet I 
feel no Fire. When I m call*d upon by mine own 
Confcience to lofe no more time, I ftifle thofe 
Checks. Ah ! how doth that faithful Witnefs 
within me fometimes plead with me, and bid me 
confider what I do^ and what a ilrange adventure 
I make, and who will have the lofs of it in the 
end, and how hard a Matter it will be to recall 
me when lam once loftf But I am deaf to thefe 
friendly Calls. It tells me, I lie in a dangerous 
Ditch, and that I am not in the right way, and 

Kompts me to vomit up the Poifon I have fwal* 
wed ; but I will not be perfuaded that I am 
ina ftate of Condemnation. Tho' grey hairs are 
upon me, and tho' the Marks of God's wrath 
againft me appear in my Soul, yet I had rather 
believe any thing, than believe that God is angry 
with me. Gods Spirit many times prompts me 
to that wMch is good, but I run away from 
him. I fee the vanity of this World, and yet 
I dote on it i lam difappointed in my expeaa* 

tions 
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tionsof earthly Feliqity, and yet this doth not 
drive me tp Heaven to feek a better. I have a 
iSouldefce^ndedfrofn above, a Soul thatcwfoar 
above Senfe, aqd Fkfli ; a Soul capable of the 
npbleft Operations, fitted for the greateft and 
moft Spiritual J^mployment^ : Bur I let that 
mighty InteUeBnal Fire go out: I fuffer that 
Light to be clouded and darkned, by fbllowing 
the Didates of % fenfual Appetite : I t^ke no 
care to fubdue my unruly Pailions; GoodI>ordl 
how do they tranfport me upoh all Occafions ! 
If this be not to diihonoui^ God, to defpife 
hini, to mock his Threatnings, to undervalue 
his Promises, to labour after ray Ruine, to 
flight the offers of Qrace and Mercy, 1 uiKler- 
fiand nothing, O dreadful 1 that a Creature, 
as I aiQ, ihould have a Soul to Ibok afier, and 
mind it no more ! An everlailingfimpire to gain, 
and make no more matter of it ! Endlefs Tor- 
ments to fliun, and be no more afraid ! Eternal 
Wrath and Indignation to avoid, and be no 
more concerned ! Rivers of Joy to inherit, and 
fpeafeand ihink of it fo little I MyConfcience 
bluflies at my wilfulnefs, and y«t I walk in the 
light of mine own Fife, and in the fpark$ that I 
have kindled. Ai^ mutt I pedfli thus tamely i 
Mult I be loil after all the intreaties of my Ma- 
ker? Muft outer Darknefs be my Habitation? 
and the bottomlefs Gulph my Dwelling-place? 
Tell not me, vain Heart f that lam fafe enough ; 
Can I be fafe without the favour of God ? Can 
I be happy, without having my Name written 
in the Book of Life ? Go tell a Man, that he 
. may fafely fleep on the Pinacle of a Steeple in a 

Storm. 
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Storm. Go tell binit that he may fafely walk like 
Docen Smma, upon Plow-ihares ftlowiog hot. 
Tell him that be may fafely let a Viper bit him. 
Tell bira that he may fafely play with a Croco- 
dile. Tell him» thac be may fafely walk with 
'^eter on the Watef « and try whether thou canfl 
perfuadehim } and wilt thou delude me, that I 
D^ed fear qo danger when God defpifes me ^ 
What do I do,^ If i have preferred my fecular 
Intereft before God's Honour and Glory, 1 do 
io fUlL If I have feared Men more than God, I 
do fo Aiil* If I have been Iqtb to do good with 
the Tempore) BleiBags God hath conferred 
upon me, I am fo ^1). Md what Sins 1 leave» 
it's Biofc becavfe I have no inclination to tbem» 
or becaiife I am afraid they'll fpoil and blcmifh 
jaty Reputation in the World, than becaufe I 
kive that God who made me* and hath obliged 
lae by a thoufand Favours to eiteem and prize 
|}UB tJoQve all. And is this the Coat of the 
Soas of God i U this the Livery of a Cbriilian 
indeed ? Is this done like a Man that lives upon 
pod^s Bounty, is fed by his Charity, fupported 
t>y his Alm^, and maintained from his Score*' 
houfe, and cannot fubfUtone moment without 
hisConCunrenc^ and hath not a better Friend 
fa tA\ the World than him, who is the Fountain 
of Living Waters f Who can believe this? 
What JVibn that underilands any thing, can 
fhink well of this condition? Will it cure my 
pifeafe, to believe that I have it not ? Will 
believing that I am not in Prifos, bring me ouc 
of it ? What if I was never in Heaven? What 

if I nevcf faw the Book of Life? What if I 

. . , i : never 
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never vieu-ed the Lift of ihofe tb^t ftall be 
idamned, and thofe that (haUbefaved? Doth 
not the Word eff God tell me who they are that 
ihall be happy^ Imd who fhaH be miferable ? 
And if the marks of thofe that (hall feel his ever- 
iafting Wrath are upon me, have not I reafon to 
iook about me, aha feek *more diligently after 
Grace than cvet I have ddne ? Cbnfld€ration*,6ne 
great defign of it beina; to know how the Cafe 
Hands between God ana our own Souls j fiicha 
felf-examinartbn muft of nefeeffit^ be the c<*f ner- 
Hone of this Spiritual Buiidi)ng( ; ati^ compairtng 
our Lives with the Rules of the'CoTper, and the 
proper Char^^fters of Yuch as ar^ i« a likfel/way 
to enjoy God for ever, may juftly ' cfialterige' the 
firftSealin this inttrfkaiial Paradife.-But theh, 
*s building of a ftatelf Gate, wtthdutf a Houfe 
«nfwerabl6 to it, doth bill e^^pofe the Builder to 
derifion and contempt j fo Self-feScateinationi 
without a ferious Expolliilatioiiyifli otif dwii 
Hearts, is but to make the Actujfer of oUr Bre^ 
thren laugh at our vain Attempts ; and God 
fcorns the Endeavour that could be crufted in 
the Bud, and tired before half its Race is riin. 

I 

• X 

If. Ex^oJIulation roufes the Soul from her 
flumber, and drives it away from the foft Down 
it would hav€ refted and repofed it felf upon^ 
and gives the fir ft blow (for Self-examiiiatipn 
only threatens it) to that Tree of Death, I mean 
the reigningpower of Sin ; and I fee not how Sini 
can fhelter it felf any longer, or what excufes it 
can make for its ftay and continuance, where the 
Soul doth fummon it to appear before the Bar of 

Confcience, 
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CaafGiencCf and enters into fuch reafoningand 

interrogations as thefe : Are thefe things fo, and 

do I fland trifling with my Salvation I Am I ia 

danger of everlalting Flames, and do 1 lie play- 

iogin the Suburbs of Deitrudion? Hannwaris 

at the Gate, and do not I run to my Arms ? The 

Thilifiines are upon thee, Sampfon^ and doft 

thou He ilili I The Deluge is coming,, and do \ 

talk of Marvyingy and giving in Marriage ? I fee 

the Waters rife, and come up to my Ankles, to 

my Knees,.to my Loyns, to my Neck, and am noc 

I frighted ? O Lord 1 The fnares of "Death in-^ 

eompafs me^ and the fains of Hell are ready to 

lay hold of me I Either I believe an Eternity of 

TornMnts, that fhall attend a carelefs (inful Life^ 

or 1 do not \ if not, u^hy dare not I profefs my 

denial? Why do I play the Hypocrite, ana 

make the World think. I do believe it ? What's 

the reafon that 1 cannot fhake off the fears of 

it if 1 would never fo fein? Why doesfome- 

thing within me check me when I would befv 

ptophane as to deny it? Can lever be feriouSf 

and not believe it ? But then if I believe it,, what 

a Mad-man am I to loiter^ when the Candle 

I am allowed to work by is almoft burnt our,f 

and I know not how foon it may pleafe my 

Great Mailer to extinguiih \\l Do I lead a Life 

Which is the rcadieft way to Eternal Vengeance, 

aqd ihall 1 not ilep back and prevent it I Can 

I imagine God will blot out that everlailing 

Fire, to gratifie my vicious Temper ; or de- 

Uroy that Tofhet out of tendernefs to my 

Lulls and Corruptions? Can £ conceive ic 

pofliblq^ that God will go fromrhis Word, to 

pleafe 
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pleife a ftubborn Sinner ? or prove i lAiti thai? 
1 may go with greater eafe to Heaven? What 
great matter have I done for God, that I fhould 
fexpeft fuch Favour ? How have I obliged him ? 
Whati by mv walking after the Flefli? By my 
greedinefs atter the Meat which periflieth ? By 
my contempt of his Exhortations and Admo^ 
liitions? Is God to be obliged by Sin ? Is "the! 
Almighty to be made kind by Folly? Is he td 
be rendred propitious by Affronts? What Fd-^ 
lowihip hath Righteoufnefs with Unrighteouf^ 
nefs? Or what Communion hath Light with 
Darknefs? Or what Concord hath Chrijl with 
£elial? Do I not know that I fliall be tnifera-^ 
ble, if I continue in that courfe I have held On 
hitherto j and am I in love with Eternal Ruine ? 
Am 1 certain that Iniquity will be ray confufi- 
on i and am I refolved to dye ? I have all the 
Reafon in the World to believe that it was 
the Son of God that was the Author of thofe 
Threatnings and Comminations I find in the 
Gofpel: Do I believe him to be the Son of 
God ; and can I imagine that the leaft tittle of 
his Word will perifli ? I have ruli up and down 
in the World thefe many years^ and hunted after 
thofe Vanities which fenl'ual Men do dote upon 2 
But will thefe fave me when I die ? W ill not the 
remembrance of my eager purfuit after thefef 
Butterflies and Gaudes, fill me with Anguiftf 
and Sorrow? Have I lived in the World all this 
while, and am not I nearer Heaven than I wasf 
fome years ago? Muft my Body engrofs all my 
endeavours^ and muft my Sdtil be llarved ? I 
have a Soul that cannot die^alid muft notdie» 

and 



^mdftihartly stppear before God*sTribimaI« 
aad Audi not I ftady its Safety tnd Happinefs as 
iftoGh as I am Able ? Lord Qod I fhould Death 
arrefi me before I hare made miy Calling andi 
£ledionfafe,how fearful, how wretched would 
my Condition be i %okild it fall to my (bare to 
howl in outer Darknefs; How ihould I curfe 
the Day when firft I (aw the Light ? How (hould 
Ijcr y cm t, Lef the day ferijh wbtrtin I wax kornt 
and the nigbt in which it was faidy there is a 
Msm-ChiU conceived : Let that day be darkneft, 
1st not God regard it from above, neither let the 
tight Jhine iifou it. Let darknefl and the fljo* 
dow of death ft uin it. Let a chnd dwell ufou 
it : let the blacknefsof the dai terrific it. Should 
thofe Tortures the Damned feel be inflided Uf^ 
cm me; How (hould 1 wi(h that I had lived aH 
my daysinDefertsandWiidernefTeSf andfpenc 
my whole time in Praying and Praifing of God, 
and giving all my GockIs to the Poor, and lived 
n{>on Bread and Water, and undergone the 
greateft Hardfhips and Severities ; out-prayed a 
^int, and out-failed a Hermit, rather than ven- 
tured my Soul info flight a bottom asWorldly- 
nindednefs mufi neceiiarily be ? Oh I how (hould 
I wi(h, that, like the Gadarenes Hogs, I had leap- 
ed into the Sea, rather than run into excefs of 
Riot, and precipitated my felf into boiling CaU 
drons, rather than into the Adulterous ^^ 9 
received burning Coals into my Bofom, rather 
than Partners of my Lulls into my Arms ; and 
broiled in Flames fooder, than in the unhallowed 
PaiOoosjthat have brought down Fire and Brim- 

ttone on my Jcolly? Should that burning Lake 

be 
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he my habitatioEl fdr ever, O how Ifliould ioi-^ 
precate all my 4Derry Companions, that did al* 
lure me to rtlfi \^ith them into Polly and Vanity I 

how I ihooidr \!i^iflt!«that my Eyes had never 
feen them;.tharmy£^rshad never heard their 
Names ; that myTongue bad been tdrnin a thou- 
fand Pieces when firil it entertained difcourfe 
with them ; that my Arms had. been cut off 
when they embracea thofe pleafures, whicfa^ 
like Syrens, cheat Men into mifery and calamii^ 
ty ! O how 1 fhould curfe the place #here my 
Sins were committed, the Periods thatoccafi* 
oned them, the hour that ever I thought of them I 
Ohowlihould wifli that I had improved thofe 
opportunities I do now make light of, and be- 
lieved Mofes and the Vrofhets that gave mc? 
warning, and turned to G^^ while the Doors of 
Grace flood open, and applied my felf to the 
Miniflers of the Gofpel, and taken Diredions 
from them.what I mufl do to be faved! How 
ihould the poffibility of fuch mifery fright and 
terrify me into watchfulnefs and lerioufnefs? 
Is not Eternity more to me than a moment of 
Time? Can that Gold and Silver I enjoy, and 
do fo much prize, and adore, be any motive to 
the great Judge of Life and Death to abfolveme ? 
Can the pleafures of Sin be Antidotes againft 
Sin ? Or my Jollities procure a Pardon in ^hat 
day, when God fliall judge Men according to 
the Gofpel ? What makes me thus ftupid, that I 
ihould forego the Milk zndi Honey of Canaan^ 
for the pitiful Gar lick and Onions^ of MgyPt ? 
Doth God promife the Purple Robes, andflialt 

1 take up with courfe and ill-wrought Stuj9r?u 

Dotii 
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Uoth GoJ offermcz Royal Seatiand fhall Iprefer 
t Shepherd- s Tfeht before it ? What Devil doth 
pofleis me, that t ihould prefer Dancing and Re- 
velfingfor afew hours,bef ore endlefsjoy? Where 
ismylleafon?^ What's become of my Under* 
ifauiding? Am I bewitched, befbtted, beguird^ 
that I fliould believe a few flattering Motions of 
Flefh and Blood, before all the Oracles and In« 
fpirations of the Holy Ghofl? Are there fuch 
things, or no ? I do believe there are j why 
then am I not more affeded with them ? Cati 
there be any thing morereafonable than Chrift's 
Precepts ? What i^ there in them that ihould dif- 
courage me ? If Goii had commanded feverer 
Tasks, is not Heaven recompence endugh ? If 
iheVrophet bad bid me do fome great thingyWOuU 
not I have dflne it ? How much rather theH^ iShef$ 
he faith unto me ^ fFaJh and be Clean ? 1 that for-* 
bear the greatell Delicacies, ihun the choiceil 
Daioties, wiU not be tempted to Eat of the flioft 
palatable Diih, when I am fenfible it will bring 
upon me the Pain, either of Cholick^ or Stran<^ 
gury ; nay, I thiat lying under a raging painful 
Diftemper, wiifli my felf a Beggar, or the poor-- 
eft Body alive, and would be qdntent to (loop 
to the meaneft Offices, fo I might be but freed 
from the malady which torments me : Can t 
fcruple to obey thefeLaws, when it is to avoid 
an Eternity of Pain and Flames ? Was not 
Tyives as ftubborn as I can be ? And, hav^ no( 
I reafon to believe, if he were on Earth again^ 
he would think the Law of Chanty, the eafieit 
and the reafohableft La w imaginable ? Have not 
t reafon to belie ve^ he would go beyond Zache- 
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us, leave bim&.^l)ttt j^ftQVQ^gj^ to lifeoQf aqcl 
fludy how CO' do gooa with ihc refl ^ H«ve iio( 
i reafoiii (o beUeve, that i,h^ Laws of CAri/? 
would fee|Q yery »cUe atul pra^9abW tQ biot ^ 
Can I thiok be would fayf 4 ^*^*^ fmtf jjkfp^ 
/^nd 4 Iktle imre JlifrnkePt ai)4 d^Uy bis ooed}* 
ence ? Be t^ac b«(h felt the ti^iiery of amotbctir 
World, WQi^d thi^k nqtluqg toogctod*iw>tbiiig 
foodear, potlnng too coiliy to faQiiiice to biiOy 

who is the liiagimauNrtaUfnv^fiblet ^ieiTed foir 
eTermore. O bow glad would be be that God 
would accept of it 1 That Gfd would foif U the 
f^eet Savpw> wd call a gracipjuslpok upon it ^ 
<?(0k/, that ^ve vpfi tbefe L^ w^t <^4 ^^^ entair^ 
everkiling Elifsoa my Aoicere obedieape, ceiv 
fainiy kuew heil wbac wa&fitaud ^sepedientfoir 
9ie; and be thajt i$ acquainted with my ^ttiog 
dowBy ao4 my vpciiiui^ and bad a band in mj 
Prame ; can I think he woi^ pr^fcrlbe mis any 
thing prejudicial to.my(iianpi<ve^^ TbefePre* 
^cepts as they are e£e^s of (be |^e«teit Wiidom* 
io they cannot but b^ hi|^iy ben^^ciaU an(l 
promote my Spiritual Int^^fli i for they drop 
from a G«</ that's infinitely Good} as weUa&mfi* 
nitely Wife ; fo that not to fubmit to tbem> is 
not only to fiand in my own light, wd to hijader 
nay $oi4 from its proper food and nouriflimeac { 
^ut to make my felt wifer than the Almighty, 
4nd to extol my Reafon above his Onmifcience, 
4nd to accufe his immenfe Wifdom of raihnefs 
^d folly. And iball I add Blafphemy to my 
Qifobedience ? Am I afraid God is not enra- 
ged enough againft me i Or> that his Anjger is 

not 



^red enbiij^h? Sbali I throw Brimtbne into 
the ^ame, t6 make that conftfmiog Fire more 
terrible i is it fucti a {^leafure to have God for 
my i'oe? Is it fuch a fatisfaSioD to have him 
that can deltrdy bdth Soul and Body in Uell, for 
my Adverfary? Such Labynnths, fachlncon- 
vemencies do I caft my felf inco by tiiy Gnfal 
Life : Aod, are thefe E^oaragemeiits to conti- 
nue in it? Is this the Wedding^^Garment I may 
triumph ^n i ShaH I fing in Chains, rejoyce in 
Fetters, glory ih my ^ackl^^ be proud of th6 
Pevit's Service, boaft of my Slavery? When is it 
that I intend to be clean ? Shalt 1 delay it one 
moment longer^ that know not but I may be in 
field before the Clock do ftrike again ? Dall, 
blockifliHeart ! what doft thoti mean ? Doit tboa 
fee bow all thefe ontward things do fade,' and 
leavfethe owners miferable, ana wilt thou take 
too warning?Doftnot thou fee hdw^^^/^f/droops^ 
the' his Purfe be full of Money ; and Cah trem- 
Ucsi tho' he is Mailer of a fpacious Country ? 
Doft not thoti fee how their Hearts fail them 
for. fear, becanfe thet have not made God theii^ 
friend ? Look down mto the fatal Gulph ; Doil 
tfaon ftand upcMi the brink of Defirudion, and 
art thou not afraid ? DofI tboa fee a crucified 
Je/tif llretchifig forth his Arms to embraced 
thee, and doft thou feel no Warmth, nioHeat^ 
ho Zeal,' tio Affedion ? Doft thofi fee the gf eac 
burning Lake before thee, and doft liot thoti 
Quake and Tremble ? Dbft thotj fee the Re-^ 
*venge of Blood upon thy Heets^ and wilt noc 
thou run into the City of Refuge ? Doft tbout 
fee the Angel of the Lotd pre^Dg to rain 

D x down 
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down Fire and Brimfione on thee, and wik 
thou not fave thy felf in Zear ? Wouldft thou 
Hay till the door of Grace be Ihut ? Why 
ihouldft thou' tarry till all the Oil in thy Lamp 
be fpent ? Why fhouldft thou fold thy Arms till 
Death takes the Portland leaves thee in no poifi- 
bility of Mercy ? W hy fhouldft thou ftand ffiU till 
the Enemy lays thy Confcience watte? : Why 
fhouldft thou Sleep till all the Field be over-run 
with Weeds ? Why fliouldft thou be Idle, till the 
Eleventh Houris^z&i Run^ run for thy Life ; 
There is danger near ; The Enemy is at hand ; 
The Fort is like to be taken; The Citadel is al- 
inoft loft ; Thou art almoft at the laft Gafp : 
Look up,Doftnot thou fee thy Saviour fly down 
from Heaven to lay hold of thee^ and wilt not 
thou make hafte and meet Him ? Behold the 
Bridegroom comes, and wilt not thou bid him 
welcome ? Doft not thou fee how the Martyrs, 
how the Primitive Chriftians fly to Heaven,and 
wilt thou ftay behind ? Doft not thou fee how 
contented they are under Trials of cruel Mock- 
ings and Scourgings ; yea, moreover of Bonds 
and Imprifonments ? Doft not thou fee how 
willing they are to be ftoned^ to be fawn afun- 
der, to be tempted, to be flain with the Sword, 
and all, that they may obtain a better Refurre- 
ftion ? Doft not thou fee how they croud in 
at the Gate, and wilt thou not fee what they 
are doing there ? Doft thou think they were 
al! out of their Wits, to break thus refolutely 
through all Qoggs and Obftacles to Glory? If 
they were Hot wifeMeo, why do we celebrate 
their Memories.^ And if they were wife, wilt 

not 
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not tboa learn Wifdom of them ? If they were 
Fools, why do wecommend.them ? Why do we 
write Panegyricks on their Names ? Why do we 
admire them? Why do we wifli that we might 
be iae happy as thiey i If they were fo, why wilt 
thou not be a follower of th^m ? Doll thou fee 
them concernedp and canft thou fiand like a Sta- 
tue i Doit thou fee with what life and zeal they 
fall on, and arc thou fenfelefs? Dofl thoafee 
them bu(ie, and ii^uiiitivet and adive about 
Gad's Kingdom, ana can they infpire no indu- 
ftry into thee ? Doll thou fee how they prize 
and value the incorruptible Crown, and is all 
too little to perfwade thee into a pradical E^ 
ileemof it? What hinders thee? What is it 
flops thy progress ? Art thou ilill in love with 
that which will undo thee ? W hy (hould Father 
and Mother, Wife and Children, Brethren and . 
Sifters, Lands and Houfes, make thee lofe a 
Crown ? Hath God's FavQur no temptation ? Is 
there no charm in his Love? Hath Heaven no 
Beauty? If thou mult be miferable, hadll thou 
not better be fo here, than hereafter ? Shall ihe 
prefentFood flatter thee into eternal Hunger? 
And becaufe the Tree ispleafant 1 9 theEye,wilt 
thou prepare for. being expelled out of Paradife 
for ever? Will afewpleafant Cups -counterba- 
lance thyeverJaitinfgThirft? Wilt thou venture 
^n everlafting Storm for a prefent Calm ? And 
rjun the ha'Mrd of an endlefs Teropeft for a 
fe^ Months Recreation? Behold how Mo/es 
runs away from the Worl4 to be faved, and 
wilt thou plunge thy felf into that dangerous 
§ea? Behold liow^lijah^ JSIiJhay and Sc. jfo/jn 

^ P 3 the 
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the f 4/>///? retire imo the WiUtemefir,th«ilielr 
Eyes may not behold tbefe fubhiRtry Vanitie^ 
and doit thon long to be ill the Croiid vliich «i^ 
fer Men defire tol>e rid off Good Lord ! Whcni 
dol intendtoi>Ie*f6, God, or the Devil? God I 
cannot pleafe by it, for he caUs to lae, O/me&^t 
from ammg them^ ^ TiOfte, Md be ye ftfamtt^ 
and touch not the unilmn thin^^ and 1 wiU re*- 
ceiveyoM ; and ihatl I gratify the Devil then i Q 
Wretch that I am ! the Devil was inever criici«« 
iied for me $ never ff^lt ohe drop of Btoed for 
ine ; never endnred Ag^es for tne: He never; 
wore a Crown of Thorns for me } he never i** 
iled of the fhamehil Death of the Crofs for tne 9 
And ihall lily into his Arms ? How often hodi 
he dtfappointed me in my h(^f>es and defk^» . 
and fhali I fawn tipon the Enemy ? Lay Force 
upon his Kmgdom of Darknefs, in de^M^ of 
an the Bars, and Bolts, and Guards which the 
great King of He*ven puts between mean4 
Damtiatiott ? I have been abttfed and cheated by 
Sin thefe many y eArs, and (hall I be cheated flill \ 
ipoes not my Bfodd rife at the very thonghcs 
of it f I that Will not be Cheated in my Trade or 
Dealmgs with Men, AmH I fhCer my felf to be 
impofed upon by a lying Devit^ Afid when I 
i!ady how to be revenged on him thdt hath 
fold me a Pebble for a Pear), a Brtfiai Stone 
for a piattond, and e&deavour co prevent the 
]il(e deception for the time to cotfte : Shall I in 
thefe great concerns of my Soul, where th^ 
Cheat is fo am>arent, where f o difcover it inoe<dt 
do no more out open my Eyes, where God and 
liis holy Angels, and aQ the Minifiers of fb« 
''''■*'•*' I •■ ■ :•-;•..•.. Gofpel 
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in m that daogento cbbfe^atilce tb6, and bor-^. 
ders a|>oii EtarmlDatniiatton i ^ail I be fo de- 
gemiiocu, fd blife» fo loNr^fi^med^ H to fufitr 
0f feif tobe diosgrofly ibiued and deceived ? 
Ai3tM v^m taM bfe cheated of hhPUp^its^ Beaft 
^umfee dvbanldof hisMsat, a Dog wHl hoc 
betihttitM of his fiotos $ afad fhaii I alone be the 
^wt of Devils? I) a Creatuie to whom God 
fattllglttll DonlnddniaiTcrtfaeFilhof the Sea, 
ind Of ex the Fowls of the Air» and over every 
tMbgthUt ttoreth ti|«on the lija^th f O Moniler ! 
WhjT fd ctitel to %«wki Soul ? Why fo barba- 
foits tOtaylAmiortalPftiftf Why foinhnhiBne 
to my S|^tiiallliferdtt ? Why fo tdad to rtia 
itnco tfa« r in; f W fay fvich an Enethy tb i6y own 
good? Ha^ aot I fihemies emiiigh, bat I 
oMft iMkft my feif t^y gi^titeil Foe f $hali I 
jdii wk^ that roiling Lionj and tiach hioi how 
fd dev<i«tf fse ? SUati I give him advantages 
aglinll my fdf^ Firtt let hitn deceive me> and 
thftH \kuj^ at me ? Fit^ let hiih feduoe me into 
the Nei^ «ifid then ptiffllh me for bein^ taken? 
Ibe^e my Children^ if they teii mi that they 
h4V% f&tA fttch a Houfe on fire $ md believe 
iny HeighboarS) if thsy aifure ne there arQ 
Thieves btoke iftto my Hoofe $ ahd believe 4 
Phyfidtffli T»4»o aiHt-«S) that ftich a Pdwdidir or 
Httrb H fefftdtPoifo^t AtKlihan not I believe 
thiftG<dd« who hath {srcpared itad fore-ordain* 
ed fhei^ eveflaftitfg fiiir hiiigs I hear and read 
pf» 4tid milft ne^s kitottr the Terror of them i 
8h<It Aot I bi^lkVe hiffl, when he tells me^ 
and wetett!^ sobil fhe Word of a. Crotl, that 
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if I do not betake my felf betisies to aftotlielP 
eourfe of Life, I ihall alfiirediy fall a Prey to: 
thofe endlefs Burnings ? Siy'nat,.falf€ Hearti 
how Ihall I be fure God hath faidfo ? Eitbecpco-i 
fefs thy felf no Chriflian, or confcfsit. iJn^ft; 
thou lived fo long under the found of tbeiGo*-. 

f>^/, and dareft thou harbour fuch a Thought i 
believe a Servant that tells nac, That fuch ja 
Man is like to runaway with the Goods J have 
intrufled him with; and I believe ailranger^ 
that gives me warning not to be familial* with a 
certain fort of Perfons in Ahe Country I. ai9^Q-> 
ingto; and 1 believe a Traveller j thatteUsmfe 
that in fuch: an^ Ifland there arc Mountains. of 
Fire, an4 Mines of Sulphur burning contjpu-? 
ally : Do I believe an Enemy that threatens tq 
break my Head when he meets me; and fljall 
not I believe that God that feeds me, and pro- 
teds me, and knows all things, and cm. do al| 
things, and never intended me. any harip,' but 
hath given me fuch Evidences of bis kind Inoli* 
nations to me, that I muft deny my own Being§ 
if I queftion his willingnefe to have me conie to 
the knowledge of the Truth ? I chufe a prefent 
Agony to keep off an After-evil? and am con- 
tent to prolong Torment, fo I pay but prolong 
this mortal Life; and ihali not J, to avoid thofe 
endlefs Tortures, mortify a filly LiJft, fubdu^ iny 
extravagant Defires, and inflift fo much Pe- 
nance on my felf, as to caihire all darling and 
bofoni Iniquities I What means my Cpnfciepce ? 
It's not quiet under all thePlcafurespf Sia;it's 
ready toaccufe me ; when it gets me >ione, it 
twitches me, I find it a bi^rd matter to rock it 

afleep; 
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ifl^ep ; aiid when I think it's M, lik^ a t^iaot 
it walj^s ag9in> and afrights me ivich flaihes of 
the next World's Flames ; and ihall 1 break thro' 
all thofe Funeral Torches to invade Damnation?, 
Do what 1 cad it wounds me, laflies me, tears> 
me, and. like fome Blood- hound ^ follows m^ 
and 1 condemn my felf before aay Creature ac-- 
cufes me; it's not tp be bribed >Yith mony, not 
td be huih'd with threatnings, ngt to tied with.. 
Cords, not be bound with Rope:;^ i aoid, Lord/ 
fliall not I fuiFer my felf to be t^en Captive by; 
theKit^of Saints! Sugh Expollulations, if thcr 
Heart be not all Rock and Adamant, cannot 
but ilartle the Sinner in his Liceotioufnefs, 
make him damp with his Feet, and force him 
into other Refolutions ; which js the Third 
Ingredient of this great Art| Cq^jfideration. 

Jll. Strong Refolution. This is the neceflary 
Cpnfequent of the preceding ExpoilulationSji if 
^hey be ferious,and notufed only out of Formar; 
lity ; and the Soul, that is by this time ilung in^ 
to a feofe of it$ danger^ and cries pur^ Lord^ 
wbgt have I done f will foon fall from thence 
Into fach FL^folutions as thefe: Does the Cafq 
ftand thus, and ii^ult my finful Life expire into 
theWpi'm that die§ not? Mull my Frolicks die 
into endlefs Hpwlings ? And muft my fport of 
bin be cruihed intq never-dyiijg Anguifli ? And 
my wilful contempt and neglea of God^ Will, 
be tiirn*d iqto (Ghaips of Darknefs for ever ? I^ 
it fo as God hath told me? And why Should he 
tell me (o, if it w^re not fo ? Why ihould he 
fright me with painted Fire ? And bow could 

it 
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it confift with his Wifdotnaftd Ifl^grity to de- 
ceive me with BogbeartindChiBiertiVif thbb« 
the Fate of a fiftful Life, then tell me nd aiore 
of *DaliUb'ij tell me no more of Impeditfieftts 
or Excufes, or Delays. If this be the feirfUi 
Exit of Stnfaality And InieUgimJkejf^t there i6 
no dallying with Sin } Tit get fid Of it whate- 
ver it coft me ; Til hearken td icd fbft Airt n(» 
longer ; I'll be ebarm'd no more with the btely 
Looks of that HuHot i its curiOQs Drefi^s> its 
rreatherous Glance fhaU <iommit a Ra{)e upon 
% Afifedioni no longer. ! will not for i few 
joUy hours negle^ my fitetnal Safety % Eternity 
i« not a thing to be made light of^; 1 believe 
there is fuch a thing} And Why Ihotikl I be fotsti 
a ChangUng as not to firovide for it With Alt 
imaginable care and indttHry ? I am gone » 
Farewel Applaufe and Greatnefs oif the World. 
Farewel ye little ihooting Flames of Senfual 
Pleafures, which ferve only to deludi not to 
revive or enlighten an Immortdi Stmi^ Farewel 
Cards and Dice^ and all thofe Trinkets of the 
Devil, whereby befotted Men Ide their Tim^ 
And Peace. Time, What can be more co(lly I 
Peace, What Can be of greiter value ? Fiirewei 
fine Clothes, and richer i-i^itsy wWidh ferv'tl 
Only to feed Pride and Luxury. Pride, what 
can be liker the Eievil ? Luxury, what ^ktk bti 
more unmanly ? Farewel Oflentation afid Vaifr> 
glory, for which I hflve fo Often facrificed^ iiof 
only my Wealth, but my Rell and Quiet too^ 
Farewel Applaufe and Acclamations (x the gid^ 
dy Crowd, which have fwell'd ixA bloWo Up my 
Heart fo often; and made me enamotar'd with 

my 
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iBjr finfid Self. Parallel my dd Acquflintttice, 
that cocker*d and hdp'd to pleafe tbofe Lufts 
I now abhor. Farewel ye daotferous Friends, 
that woidd have dra|g*d me mto Hell* and 
would have bad me kind to yon even onto Er- 
temal Fire. Farewel unhappy Men* who would, 
have made me venture on the burthen of God's 
Anger, which Devils cannot bear, and tempted 
me to be miferable forCompany's fake ; I mufl- 
either have no peace with God* or none with. 
you. The Friendihip of God and the World 
are incompatibly and would you have me leave 
my God> my HanKiuie6, my Joy> my Comfort* 
my Relqge» my Hiding'-pUce, my Riches, my 
Tremfore* to follow you to a place of endleis 
Tormems ? I fee through all thefe Cobwebs ; I 
fee* 1 fee ^hat all your Follies will come to ; I 
atti convinced, that if there be a Haf^nefs 
hereafter, as I am pcrlWaded there is, the coorfe 
ve take cannot be the way to that Paradife^ 
Moieft ttie no m<Mre«it is in vain. I'll. be chous'd 
no more i feek oat Argument^ find out Flatten' 
ries»make your Motives as ftrong as you (rieafe,. 
as cc^nt as you can ; but with me they fluli not 
prevui ; here they fliaU find no harbour. I'll 
nave nothing to do with thefe Pirats. They 
have beed ready to fiUk my VefTel. They had 
fwaliowed me up quidc, if God had not beea 
on my fide. They bad devoured me, if God 
bad not watch'd over me. I thank thee, O 
God, that thou haft' not taken away my Life 
with Sinners : I will cfimb Mount Stmt Til af> 
cend God's Holy Hill, I'U be kept in Mefttech, 
in the Tents of Kedsr no long^. Lift nf your 
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Heads, O ye Gates ! and ire ye lifted- iif y'e em 
'uerlafting ^obrs. I'll enter ; I'll force jtoy nrjuy 
through all the Impedimeors of thiis Ottering 
World. Wh«t fliould feinder me? SljaUTribu' 
latiouyor *Diflfefst orTerfocution, or I*Umtte, 
(ir Nakednefs, ct Teril, or Sword ? Thefe can 
but kill the Body, but I have an Immohal Soul 
to fave ! If I fecure that, I fecure all| .and I 
will fecure it whatever it coft me. I will not 
ad contrary to my own Perfwafions any more : 
I am perfwaded that all my worldly Glories 
will have a period, and that they contribute 
nothing to my real Happinefs. *Tis a prafHcal 
fervent Love of God that muft make me hap- 
py: This is it muft intitl^ me to GodV^ver-. 
lalting Mercies : This I believe, this I am con- 
fident of J according to tins Faith, I'll 'aft. God 
holds 0ut a Crown to ine, and Ihall I be dull 
and lazy under that glorious Profpeft ? I fee 
the Royal Diadem afar oSi leap out O my Soul 
to reach it, it's worth labouring, it's worth 
wreftling, its worth fweating and toiling for 
Day and Night, See, fee how to get Bread, 
the poor Miner digs in a poor and lonely Vault, 
while the Works' over his' Head threaten him 
with falling in every Hour, and crufhing him to 
Death : And fhall I fear, dangers, initrivihg to 
be abundantly fatisfied for ever with the fatnefs 
of God's Houfe ? I fee a City which hath Foun- 
dations, whofe builder and maker is God: I be- 
hold afar off a Hoiife made without Hinds, e^ 
ternal in the Heavens. Farewel Temptations, 
farewel corrupt deceitful Heart, 111 believe 
thy falfe Suggedions no longer, i have a furer. 

wor4 
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Word of Prophecy to lay hold of. How often 

haft thou caught me to cover my Sins with plan* 

fible names, that I might not be forced to leave 

them ? . What, will the Almighty be blinded 

with foft Titles? Is hea{leeplike^tftf/,orgone 

a Jfourney ? Or doth he forget ? Or is he to be 

cajolled into approbation of fach Doings? What 

doft thou make of him ? Doil thou think him 

to be fpme Heathen Deity, that hath Eyes, and 

fees not ? Ears, and hears not ? A Heart, and 

underflands not? Canlt thou draw a Curtain 

beifore the Eyes of infinite Wifdom? Will he, 

whofe Underftanding cannot by fearching be 

found our,be thus deluded? Is he a Child which 

thou canft play withal ? Doll thou call him God, 

and forget that he pries into all thyDerigns,and 

Purpofes, and Intentions? Falfe, foolifh Heart! 

Art thou not aihamed of this Sophiftry ? Wilt 

thou make me believe that White is Black, and 

Black W hite, and bereaye me of my Senfes ? 

.1 remember thy Cheats; I have not forgot how 

.thou halt foothed me in aTempeil of a roaring 

Confcience ; How hail thou darkned mine 

Eyes ? What Fumes, what Mifls haft thoii caft 

before me, that I might not fee the true nature 

of finfal Aftions ? How haft thou prompted 

me to call my Pride Decency, my Covetouinefs 

Frugality, my Drunkennefs Good-Fellowihip; 

my Revenge, Vindication of my Honour ; my 

IJncleannels and Lafcivioufnefs, ImpofBbility 

of refifting the Diftates of Nature ? my flander- 

ing of others, faying but what I hear ? As if 

God did not fee my infide, as well as outfide : 

Or could be deceived with Shadow and Varnifli, 

and 
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•nd were not refolved to wa(h awajr theTe ca-^ 
rious Colours with Rivers of Fiaming Brim*« 
Hone ! How often haft thou bid me caill my 
greater Enormities, innocent Mirths and made 
me look on them as Men do on OMeits through 
the wrong end of aPerfpeftiveOlafs, as if God 
were altogether fuch a one as mv felf, and would 
therefore be contented to call my Fayoorite 
Vices, Peccadillo'si becaufe my felt was loth to 
call them by another Name i How often haft 
thou flatter'd me with deceitful Riches, if I 
would but give my felf that liberty my irrdigi- 
ous Neighbours ufe \ How often baft thou 
tempted me with the famous Examples ofjpro- 
Tperous Men, that have been firangers to oeri- 
oufnefs and Heavenly^mindednefs \ How hail 
thou difparaged Piety tome, as a fneaking Qua- 
lification, and reprefented Sin as the Royal way 
to Credit and Reputation ! Away with thefe 
Fables, Fll be trapann'd and foothed no more $ 
cokes Children with fuch Bawbles, I know too 
much to be ravifli'd with thefe borrowed Glo- 
ries. God hath fpoken once, twice hayel heard 
it, nay a thoufand times have I heard it, Th4t he 
that overcomes J Jhall not be hurt h the Jeeond 
V!)eath\ which is, that everlafiing Reparation of 
the Soul from the Great and Glorious Prcfence 
of God : And what overcoming can he mean, 
but conqudl of fuch treacherous Suggeftions ^ 
If I overcome thee, I do my work, u I mafter 
thee, I am nwde for ever. If I fubdue thee, my 
greatefl Impediment is removed. If I cati but 
hate thy Flatteries, behold, God will be my; 
Rock, and my Salvation, and my Defence, an<f 

I 
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1 flitll not be moved. H(m often haft then 

fromUed me long Ufcr and Eafet and Plenty, if 
woidd ftream oat my Goldeo Years in Vaoityy 
and brutiih Ddiglits, as if my Youth had been 
too good for Gc4i and Qad, when he woo'd me 
to Obedience, came but to torment me> as the 
evil Spirit faidin the Goj[p9l, before my time, as 
^ I were the groat Pilpoier of my time, and 
could comm^ my h^. to flonnih at Four* 
fcore ! How haft thou bid me delay my Repen- 
tance and Serioqii»efs> and ^ven me hopes that 
libonld find a ccmvenientume hereafter, when 
I cQvld keep 3in and the World no longer! Aa 
if Re|>entance were in my own Hands^ and I 
could cpminand it to attend me at my pleafure^ 
and 1^ if it were a Worlc to be difpatcn'd with a 
^^ or fflroan 1 How haft ifaon tempted me to 
$M»> unoer a pretence that none ihould fee it % 
QX^ Che SlncouUnot be kept fecretanooe ihoold 
know that I had a hand in it i as if GU did not 
fee by night as well as by day, and a private 
coarner conld keep ont Qmni^ence : Or, as if 
Q^ fiite like an idle PUoit in Heaven, without 
(egerding how the great Ship of tlus World is 
govern'd ! How haft thou, under the colour of 
% tingle ^ini involved me into a neceiEty of ad- 
dwg another, and been reftleis till \ have added 
more to fu|^>Qrt the reft ! And how treache- 
roufly haft thou bid me walk in the Cowfel of 
the lingodly, when it was but to engage me to 
ftand in the way of SinnerS) and then to make 
^e fit down in the Seat of the Scornful! How 
baft thou prompted me to palliate nine Of- 
fences, and to lay them at other Men's Doors I 

Lol 
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Lo ! thiis I have found, that God at firft did 
make me upright, but thou haft taught me td 
feekpuc m^ny Inventions, Tricks how td be un- 
done, ways how to make my felf worfe than the 
Beafts that perifh. Go, Cozener, tdl thy Sto- 
ries to Men that will not hear the Truth : I 
will hear what the Lord will fay to me. O 
God, I need no Accufer, naWitnefs, no Spy to 
betray me. I confefs my felf guilty, I piafs Sen-^ 
tence upon my felf. My Conlcience condemns 
me, my Judge fits in my Soul, my Eyes, my 
Hands, my Feet, the Theatre, the Ale-houfe, 
the Tavern, they give in Evidence agaihft me. 
My Adions fill me with Shame, the very Clothes 
I wear contribute to my Confufion. Deceitful 
Heart! how haft thou bid me truft to broken 
Reeds, and lean on Props which were rotten and 
decayed ! I have feen enough of thy falfliobd 
and inconftancy, I'll be held no longer. Til ftay 
no longer in Sodom. Thefe flowery Meadows, 
this enameird Grafs fhall make me lie down no 
more ; I fee there is Death in the Pot, and the 
Great Day will be upon me for all the feem- 
ing. delay, before this poor befotted World is 
aware. 

I come. Lord, I'll ftand out againft thy Calls^ 
no longer ; I do hear thy Voice, and FU harden 
my Heart no more. It is the Voice of ihy Belo- 
ved that knocks, I will arife and let him in. 
Awake up, my Glory, awake ; I have flumber'd 
long enough. Get up,my fleepy Aflfe<ftions,the 
Lord is at hand. My Heart is hot within me, 
the Fire of God burns within me. O my God, 
wilt thou fpread open thy AroLS toa wretch that 

bath 
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Jbith been filled with Uorighteoufoefs aod De- 
ceit; and having known the Judgment of Godf 
that they who commit fuch things are worthy of 
deathf hath not only done the fame, but hath 
had pleafurein them that do them ! Is there yet 
Mercy in ttqrefor fuch a Rebel? Will God beyet 
intreated?. Then, I chearfully renounce the De* 
vil, and all his works. OGod, to whom Ven- 
geance belongs^ (hew thy felf. Arife,Lordl lee 
all thine Enemies be fcatter'd, even my Sins ; sK 
Smoak is driven away, fo drive them away ; as 
wax melteth before the fire, even fo let my bins 
perifliattheprefenceof God. 1 know.ihe World 
will laugh at me for this Refolution, but ril give 
them leave to mock ; if lean but get into yonder 
blefled and everlailing Manfions, laugh on ye 
Mad-mtn,, I have a God will honour me. If 
there be a future judgment^ and Men (hall be re-- 
warded according to their W orks, and God will 
befofevere againil (lubborn Sinners, as he hath 
threatned, (and indeed he cannot be God with*- 
put it J to be God^ anci not true to his Word, 
implies a contradiction) then fure I am, the rich, 
the voluptuous, the carnal Men of this Worlds 
that make fuch provifion for ihe Flefh to fulfil 
the Lufts therepf^ murt certainly be in a cnore 
miferable condition than L Mechinks I fee 
how they tremble before the Throne. They 
thought It below them here on Earth, to make 
Religion their bufmefs ; methinks I fee hPvr 
afliamed they are of their Follv^ how the 
Wretches bluili to fee, that God aath chofen 
thefoolifti things of this World to confound the 
wife : MethiiuLS 1 hear them cry out to Kpcks 

£ and 
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and Mountains, Fali oti u$, Hadt \M^^fti!tfk 
the Face of him that fits Oh the Thrdtte, «&d 
from the Wrath of the LaAilb. O hdtr theftr 
Thoughts at that tifne will be iltGl!ifa^d) atid 
all their Triumphs bfe ttirtled iflto' Ftmirals ? 
Methinks I fee how Berod\% eobfdultided to itc 
the humble Bdpift advanced aboVe the Kings 
and Princes df this Word> eveft that Baftifi 
whom he valued tiOt half fo mticll as he did^ 
Strumpet, whom for Spoil's Take, he cO^ld ^- 
head and deprive of Life, to fave his Reputa- 
tion among Flatterers and Syddj^fats! M6- 
thinks I fee holv the bloOdy Nero ftarts, ttUiQ 
^ottt the Wifoner dedk'd Vrtth Rdbes Of efdt- 
fial Light ; that Tautt who fell a Sacrifice to 
his Pkafure, and Whom he Wbtld have <dif-' 
dained to fet with the Dogs Of his Flock f I 
quake at the difmal figltt ! My [hotights are filled 
with horror ! Til be t^ife biefdre it be too Tat&, 
rtl not hazard my Soul as moft Men do. O hOW 
I blame my felf for ferVing Sin and thie Wdrld 
thus long ! Had God fnatched tneaWay in thkc 
difmal Service, how dreadful wOtild -my Wages 
have been? Blefled be God, who hath berin 
thus patient wirh me ; Y\\ trefpafs no longer 
tpon his lobg-fufFerihg. Come Ve Mtiiflers of 
the Goipel, tell me tvhat I muft ab tobeSaved $ 
lead me, dtreft me, Til follow, and tieither Men 
nor Devils fhall draw me aWay. Teath me to 
fing the Songs of Ziin. Inftrtift me how to 
prefer Jerufalem above my <ihief Joy. Shetur 
me the Path of Life, leave not my Soul in Hell. 
Pull it out of the Fire ; I haVe m^de > folemn 
Choice of God for my Portion. LenB^ltnow 
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how I muil love him : T\\ obey your Coonfeli 
ril ad accordioj^ to yoiu: Dlreftiotis. Be not a- 
iiraid of me^ I wiQ not tura back in the Day of 
Bated. Iluvedooe wkh thefe ftolen Waters ; I 
fee no Felicity thatarifesfrombathinginthofe 
dangerous Streams ; they may lull and charm for 
a while, but leave theSoul empty. If any Man 
had reafoQ to find Saticfadion in them, Sohmofi 
l»d, who had Riches^ and Pooler, and Lull e- 
nough to range whei^ he pleafed ; yet when he 
had wallsed through the whole Garden of feo- 
fual {'Jeafores;, cropftthe choiceil Flowers, fed 
upon the moft lufcious Fruits, left nothing un- 
attempted to know the utmoit reach or thac 
Fool's Paradife, fearch'd all the by-places and 
coivers where they faid the Treafures of Satis- 
£a6ion lay, uifravellM aJl the fecret Intrigues of 
^y raiifack'd all the hidden Myfteries of it : 
When be had thus wander'd up and down, and 
almoin ioll himfelf in that unhappy Labyrinth, 
the Verdid he gives of all isihis, Vanity of Fani* 
tiesj naughty Nothings, perfeft Trouble and vex- 
ation ofSpirits ; and then protefts, That the oq- 
Xy Satisfaoion that's folid, and like to laf!, lies 
iofeorifigGodyand keepioghis Cooikmandments^ 
TPhat's it^ I fee. Men are forced toconfefs at laft^ 
imdtoo ofcenwbon it is top late. I fee moft Men 
are of another mind when they come to die, to 
what they were in the time of their Strengch,and 
Health, and Liberty ; and that Seriotrihefs they 
formerly derided, they then wifli fpr, when the 
Sentence is pafling upon themt Cut tlyem down^ 
why do they cumber the GrQund ? The Pearl they 
nught formerly have had at a reafonable Pxice,t 






^•' 






y 1 i%e Gredt Law of 

ind would nor, they now would purchale witli? 
ten thoufaiid Worlds, if they had them, and can- 
not. This it is, to turn the Grace of God into 
Wantonnefs, to play with the Glorious Meflage 
. fent to them by the great Bridegroonr of cheir 
Souls, and to make light of Invitations to the 
Supper of the Lamb. O Folly? O Madnefs! 
O monflrous Stupidity ! O my Sou'ly come not 
thou into their Secret^ unto their Affembly^ mine 
Honour y be not thou united. Til take warning by 
thefe fad Examples. Their Imprudence Siall 
make me wife ; their Indifcretion fhall matke 
. ftie take another courfe. I fee there are Snares 
laid for my Soul, I am befet with Tempta- 
tions. If I tremble at the main Ocean, a (hallow 
Puddle is offered me to drown my felf in. What 
ihould make the Devil fo bufie, fo earneft, fo in* 
duftrious, to draw my Soul away from the Foun- 
tain of Living- Waters ? Without all peradven- 
ture he fees what Happinefs it's capable of, eveti 
of a Happinefs which knows neither meafure 
fior end. He fees how careful the Angels are of 
it, how they foUicit it to avouch the Lord for its 
God . He was once in Heaven, and knows that 
holy Souls fhall poflefs the Seats of the Apoftate 
Spirits, and that what he loft, they fhall enjoy ; 
the Dignity he and hisdifmal Affociates forfeit- 
ed, they fhall inherit ; and rhe Thrones he and 
his Crew did once triumph in, fhall fall to their 
Ihare. He fees how fair a Soul redeemed with 
the Blood of Chrift (lands for this high Prefer- 
ment : He fees the Inclinations and Propenfions 
it hath to take up with God alone x and, to di- 
vert the Streaffii he drefTes ovx Sin in fevera! 
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^rbsj that if oite will not tempt me, another 
may. fiur^ Qmy God, ^in ihall infinuate into 
my favour no mp^e; it ihall creep into my Bofom 
no more; FU avoid all JFamiliaricy with k^ I'll 
hug the Monfter 00 more ; Til cake it no long- 
er for a harmlefs Thing, it ihall be my Darling, 
my Benjamin no more ; my Eyes ihall be no 
longer pleafed with viewing of it ; my Tongue 
£hall commend and praife it no more ; I'll open 
my Door to the fatal Gueft no more : My faint 
Oppofifions ihall be turned into ftronger Re- 
iiilances ; I'll call up my Blood and Courage to 
Withilatiditsjj[;iggles; I have refolved^ and my 
Hearjt ifaiall be carried out after this Idol no 
njore^ Come, my Soul, awake to higher 
Thoughts, and Hopes, and Labours. Away 
with thy iluggiih Wiihes, and with thy dull 
Endeavours. Are thefe tit for feelving eter- 
nal Joys ? Doth a Creeping Pace befeem a 
Man th?it isrefolved for Eternity ? The Voice of 
the I.ordis powerful, the Voice of the Lord is 
fujil of Majefty, the Voice of the Lord breaks th? 
CedarSi the Voiceof the Lord (hakes thp Wil- 
dernefs. And art thou the only Creature whom 
it cannot ihake ? It's done ; mine Eyes are 
open, and I am refolved. Ic was Refolution 
made the three Men, Shadrach^ Me/hach^ and 
Abednego^ advi^nturie in a fiery Furnace. It 
was Relolution ma4e St Taul ready, not to fuf- 
fer only, but to die at Jerufalem for the Name of 
Jejiis. It was ]R.efoludonnolade2)^wW*s Wor- 
thies enter into the Camp of the Thllijiines^ and 
draw Water out of the Well of Bethlehem. 
ft was llefolution made Ignatius defpife Fire, 
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and Sword, and Wild Beaffs, to prociwe the 
favour of him whom his Soul did love. It wa$ 

Refolation made the Grecian * Womant 
!r£!c/j^! endure the Rack, and when prompted 

by the Executioner to confefs her Affo- 
Ciates in the Treaion, bite her Tongue in Pieces, 
that fhe might not be in a poffibility of betray- 
ing her Partners in the Gonfpiracy. It was Re- 
+ u iku f^'^^ip^ made f Mutins (land fiill and xm- 

concerned, while hisRight Hand burned. 
It Was Refplution made Emj^edocles facrifice 
jiimfjelf to the Flames of Mtm. ItwasReioki- 
tion made An^xarchus^ when his Bones were 
ptulhed, make fpor^ with his Torments, and cry 
put, Breaki break the Ci^rkafi of An$5carchi|S» 
ffUt his Mind, y^u jhall nevpr break. It was Refo- 
lution made Regulus ^io^ bimfelf into the mer- 
cilefs Arms of his £nemtes, tnd fuffer himfelf 
ip befhingand prick'd to Death. It wasRefoIa- 
jion vmzdi^Attalus fit down cheerfully in the Fi- 
^ry Chair his Profecutors bad prepared for hitn, 
and fay, Ifs not we that do eat Children.^ hti 
ffs^ott that devour innocent Chrijiians. It was 
j^efoltition made Blandina encourage her Fdr 

low-Chrillians, tho' flje was wounded^p 
*iifiuijib. torn, bruifed, rack'd, and mifer^bly 
•fu. w handled. It was Refolution made ;foh 
'fmis befii- bear his Lofles, and Ulcers, with invin- 
ty^.:*i ciWe Magnanimiiy^nd, as; he faid,p^^^ 
f4H, f«r». With the Worms that bred m his bores, 
^f'^'iS and, a? they were crawling out, drive 
wwfjaf. them back into the Holes and Pafkires 

of his putrified Flefli. It was Refoltiti- 
0& made 2)fz>/>/ r^n tbrov^h i/t Trooj^, and Um^ 

over 
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wer WaMs^ P&L 18. v% It was hisRefolotioa 
made thefe WQrcUdrop from him, Ihave/worn^ 
gndwiUperfirm ity that I will keep thy rights^ 
'^UKx Judgments. I will peak gf thy Teftimonies 
befbre i^^x, and will not he ajhamed^ 



delight my felfin thy Commandments ; wy hands 
will I l^t M^ unto thy Vrecepts^ which I have 
Infedy and I will meditate in thy StatuteSjPizL 
119. ^69 106. And why ihould not my |ieioluti- 
OA prompt me to the fame generous Enrerpri* 
:i;es?' Why (hould other Men, to purchafe an 
immortal Fame, refolve to lofe their Eafe, and 
luivcs, and Eftates, and aU that's dear and pleaf* 
iiw to them here below, and I not refolve to 
kle my Sins, my Liilis, my Pleaiures, to gain 
an ev^rkfiing Inheritance ? My heart is ready, 
my heart is ready ; a gracious God ipvites me^ 
t loving Saviour calls to me from the Crofs, 
AVafli ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of 
your 4oings from befori? mine Eyes ; ceafe to do 
e^i, kara cbdo well; a hplyfandifying Spirit 
becl^ons me. T^e great God, that ipight laugh 
^t my Calamity,and mock when my Fear comes; 
becanfe he halth called, and I refufed. ; becaufe 
lie hath £b often iitretched forth his hands unto 
jne, and Iha-ve not regarded: This great, this 
tender Father, afiotr an the Wrongs and Inju* 
ries, amdAbufes, and Infolences I have offered 
him, is willing to receive me, provided Til be 
^itbf.ui to him, run no more after other Lovers, 
and re%n my felf to be guided, govern'd, and 
4ired;ed by dim. And can I refill that Love? 
Gail I barden my heart againft thefe Charms i 
Can I refi^ thisKtndnefs, fpurn at his Favour, 

P 4 flig^i 
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ilight this ftupendous Bleflihfcand provokehim 
to Iwtar in his wrath, that 1 Jhall never enter 
into his refi ? No, no ! I yield, I render my felf 
Captive ; O God, thou feeft my Heart, I have 
no Reiervations ; I lay down all at thy Feet. 
Cover my Head in the Day of Battle. Infpire 
xne ; ril run the Race which isfet before me. By 
thee will I run fhrough a Troop, with my God 
will I leap oyer a Wall. Til purfue mine Ene^- 
mies, and overtajke them ; neither will I turn 
again till I have confumed them. Behold, they 
that are with 'me are more than thofe that are 
againfl me. Behold/ the Mountain is full of 
HorleF, and Chariots of Fire round about 
£lijha! The Lord is with me, the God of 
Jacoif is my refuge. I am convinced that God's 
Service is perfeft Freedom. He that enters upon 
it, is under the Government of a lawful Prince ; 
hisLifeis fwect and eafie, he feels no Tyranny; 
no Oppreflion; the King withe verlaftingKinaTj- 
nefs vifits him, and guides his Feet into the ways 
pf Peace ; gives his Angels charge to keep him 
in his going our, and in his coming in, and will 
pot fuller any of his Bones to be broken. He is 
with him in Diftrefs, and when he weeps, holdf 
a Bottle under to catch his Tearsj Pfal. jd. %. 
Hebindsup his Wounds, and isa Wallof Brafs 
to him, 9 Wall that ffahds firn) under the flafhes 
<jf Hell, and da/hes all the fiery Darts of theDer 
vil. He covers him with his Feathers, and his 
Truth is his Shield and Buckler. His Eyes watch 
over him, and his Ears are open to his Prayers. 
He protefts him from the Peftilence that walks 
in Darlinefs, anfi from theDeitruf^ion that walks 

8C 
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tt Noon day. His Groanings are not hid from 
Um, and he preferves him in all his Ways. He 
takes notice of his Work and Labour of Love^ 
and there is a Book of Remembrance written 
before him, for them that fear the Lord, and 
think upon his Name. Here Men are free from 
ilaviih Fear, as being under the Wings of a Fa- 
then Here nothing but Love rules in their 
Hearts, which makes their Yokeeafie, and their 
Burthen light ; makes the Straight Gate pleafanr, 
and the Narrow Way full of delight and fatif-* 
fad:ion. Here Peace of Confcience reigns ; a 
Peace which is not procured by Riches or Plen- 
ty, or the W orld's deceitful Glory, or a multitude 
of Children, or ttren^th of Body; a Peace, which 
kills the worm within, and frees the Soul from 
her Prifon of grief and lorrow ; a Peace, which 
purifies the Mind from allUncleanneis, and is a 
Bed of Rofes, inriched by fho wers from above ; 
a Peace, which is moil truly God's Banqueting^ 
1ioufe,<Jhrift's Palace, and the Habitation of the 
Holy Ghoft ; a Peace which is felt on Earth, yet 
talis already of Heaven; a Peace which fills the 
Soul with greater Joy, than Jacob's coming from 
the Field did ihe amorous Rachel^ or J o/efh\ be- 
ing alive, the Heart of the aged Patriarch. Here 
Men fit quiet under their own Vine, and under 
their own Fig-tree, and the Subjefts of this 
Kingdom are acquainted with Joy in the Holy 
jGhofl:. Here they are fecure. The Enemy may 
molell, but he cannot break them. He may Ihew 
his Teeth, bijt he canhnot bite ; he may rage, 
but he cannot ravifti them out of God's hands. 
He may raife a Siorip, but cannot overthrow 
' . ., their 
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theirVefTel; fet their Hcni^d on fire, but camiot 
confuDK them; rain Brimftone upoa tbem,^ tmc 
jthey have 2LZoar to. flee to^Here theLove of God 
lUuminates their Minds, purifies their Coofci* 
cnces, efiiablifiies their Souls, makes ^ad their 
Heart, and unites them to that Li^, which 
kghteth every Man that ooQies into ^e V^oiid. 
Here the Evil &xirit8 of their Sins were call our, 
and the Spirit of God enters into them, ei»n the 
Spirit of Joy, the Spirit of Power, of Love, and 
of a found Mind. Heie Men are freed from 
the Curfe of the Law, and their Minds are em* 
ployed in the nobleft Contemplations^ Here 
they dwell in the fecnt f^lace of the moll Higb^ 
and abide under the fl>ad9W of the Almighty. 
Here I'll fix, here I'll build Tabernacles, for ^tis 
good to be here. Away with (ill Soggeftions 
that would make me unwilling or back war^d tQ 
this Work. Away with all Thoughts that would 
difcourjige me. Away with aU Imaginations 
that would poflefs me with mifconilruaions of 
the ways of God. Ye are all miferable Com^p 
forters, ye feek not the good, but (he lo(s and 
diefolation of my SoqI. I'll feek the things which 
«re above, where Chrifi fitteth on the riglic 
feand of God ; I'll fet my Affedions on things 
tibove, and not on thinss on £arth ; I am dead 
to all thefe fublunary Vanities, and my Life is 
Jiid with Chriji in God ; and when Chrifi^ who 
jls my Life, . ihall appear, then fliall I alfo appear 
with him in Glory. 

Without fuch Refolutions as thefe, <Ionfi^ 
deration is kme and feeble ; It's pradicai Con-r 
fideration that omft do the Work, and it's thefe 

* Refol«T 
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Itefoludoils mdte kfo ; the neceiEty of niuch 
Confideration is the next thing 1 mnft endear 
?our to demonfirace. 





C HAP. III. 

The abJhluteNecepty ofCoTifideration^ in order 
to a ferious Life. Cois frequent Commands 
ti> tbatpurjf^o/e. Our Reafon^ and the Tower 
ofConjtderation we are furnijhed or endued 
with^ frjoved to be given us for this end. 
Without it J Men have caufh to fujj^ed that 
their Reformation is Counterfeit. 

H AT we have faid hitherto, is not a 
thing indifferent, left to our Liberty 
Of Uifcretion to mind or negled it 
as we fliaH fee occafion. It is not of 
(he nature of Meat oflfered to Idols, not of the 
nature of a Holy-day, which Men may negleft, 
or make confcience of, as they fee it expedient, 
for the edifying of their Brethren. It is not of 
the nature of Civil Adlons, of buying or felling, 
of fitting or riling, of ftaying in a place or tra- 
yelling, which are tlwngs left to our Will and 
Pleafqre, and may be ufcd, or fuperfeded, ac- 
cording as we fee it convenient or inconvenient, 
\{ labouring after a better Life, if endeavour- 
ing to get a fliare in the incorruptiWe Crown 
of <jl0ry, if attempts to compafs the eternal Fe- 
licity of our Souls, if ftudying how we may be 
admitted i|rto the Choir of Angels, and enjoy 
the Society of the Fit ft-born which are written 

in 
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in Heavetij if contriving how we may arrive to 
tbatfulnefs of Joy God bath both revealed and 
promifedy be indifpeniibly oeGefTary, this Con- 
iideration muft be fo too. If Self-prefer vation 
be not a thing indifferent, Confideration can* 
not poflibly be fo : For the great Objeft of this 
Confideration is, how we. may preferye our 
felves fronji being undone for ever ; how we 
may guard our Souls from everlafling Perditi- 
on ; how we may avoid the fecond Death ; 
and how we may make our Happinefs lailing 
and durable. Proof againft the Gates of Hell, 
9nd the AfTaults of the roaring Lion, which 
walks 2^o\xi feeking whom Joe may devour. 

God, that commands all the Powers of Light 
andDarknefs; and hath the fame Power over 
US that the Potter hath over his Veffel ; and 
hath made us capable of being govern'^ by 
IVIoral Laws; and hath created us on purpofe 
to be ready at his beck ; and may force tis mto 
Obedience by Plagues and Thunders, if we are 
loth to be courted by Smiles and Favours : God, 
who owes no Man any thing; who gives Life 
to all I who hath made all things for his Glory ; 
who is in all Places, and All in All; who can 
be prefent by Vengeanpe, where hp is not pre- 
fent by Grace ; who can be felt, but cannot 
be feen ; who holds all things, fills all things^ 
iurrounds all thingSi excels all things, fuftains 
all things, and afar qfF fees all the Dangers we 
are fubjed to, and knows what Armies of Ene- 
mies lie in ambufti, and watch our Fall; it's he 
that peremptorily commands this Confiderati- 
on. A Sovereign Prince expefts to be obeyed, 

ancf 
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ind he that dares refufe or flight his reafonable 
Command, is joftly looked upon as a Stranger to 
Loyal Principles : And well may God, who is 
All*-wife, ana can do nothing that^s unreafona** 
ble, expedl bubmiffion to a Precept fo ffreat^fo 
good,fo advantageous both to Soul and fiody,as 
will appear in the Sequel. Confideryour ways/is 
a L.a w which God (to (hew he is in good eameli) 
inculcates twice in the fame Prophec^s Ha^i^. i. 
5, 7. Andfbr that the dream isdaubled^ it ts be-^ 
€au/e the thing is eftablijhed by GodS^i^Jofeph to 
VPharaohy Gen. 4 1. 32. The fame may we fay of 
repeated Exhortations. And indeed, when the 
famous ifef^/f J bids the People, under his Charge 
and Care, to keep the Statutes and Command- 
ments which God had gracioufly vouchfafed 
tbein, that it might go wdl with them ; arid 
t«^ith their Children attef therii ; the great Pre- 
parative he requires for this Religious Frame, 
is Coniideration, T)eut. 4. 39, 40. as if, without 
this, all attempts of Obedience were vain, and 
all endeavours to ferve God in Spirit and Truth, 
were no mdre but Water fpilt upon the Ground. 
As if without this, the Thunder of Mount «$*/-. 
nai^ the Voice of God, the Love wherewith 
he loved them, the Tendernefs he (hewed 
them, the Signs, the Wonders, the mighty 
Hand, the ftretch'd-out Arm, the great Ter- 
ror God brought upon the Nations round a- 
bout them, would be no Motives to Seriouf-* 
nefs- It was upon the fame Account that St, 
^aul^ as quick-fighted as the other, peremp- 
torily tells the Romansy That they would ne- 
ver praftically approve that good, and accep- 
table. 
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table^ and perfed Witt of God, wkho^ tl)^y 
were traasfdrmed by the renewiag of their 
Mindf i. e. made a new improvement of their 
Minds by Coniideration. For Confidetation 
rebuilds the Houfe that's faUen to the ground, 
makes the Mind new, removes old Prejudices a- 
gaiofl a ferious Life, and transfcHiBs the Judg- 
ment into other Thoughts and Coaceptiobs, 
carries away the Rubbifli which opprefled the 
8ou] ^and leavesit not tillit becomesanew Crea- 
taTejR4>m. ix.u Wbatcaa St. T^ter^^ Tet. i. 
13. mean, whenheprefTestheCturiftiansof thofe 
days to gird up the Loins of their Minds, but 
this great Duty we difcourfe of? Confiderati- 
on, as it is a Convocation of our Thoughts, ib 
it des and unites thoife Thoughts to the great 
Obje^^ the one thmg necefiary, and, as it 
were,girds the Soul, t^titm«y ^eep withm the 
Rules of the Word of God, and may not rim 
out into ftrange Defiresorinordioate^J^ioiis, 
butbe moreexpediceandnimble in herTravds 
to the Land ot Promife. 

The Truth is^from the Mind,as from Aaron's 
Head, diepreciousOintmentfunsdowntioche 
Skirts of our Garments From Aat Moruataki 
of Z/mdefcends this Dew of iF/^fnKr^iy^for there 
the Lord commands the Bleififig, even LiJFe 
for evermore. From that holy Hill rolldown: 
all thofe drops of Gold that enrich the immorital 
Soul, and from that Store-houfe comes aU the 
Plenty that makes rational Creatures happy. 
This is the great Wheel, which fets thelelfer 
Orbs a going, and if it be once impregnated 
with Principles of Goodnefs afid Serioufnei^y 

«n4 
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ikt thefe enlil^ed tod ipread bf Coofiderati- 
Qtti the Win And the Ac^iooK will foon be 
perfikkdedtofclMow tlmt 8c«iv till k briqgs them 
to BePbieHnUt, ilhfe Houfe ^ Mercy. In our 
€fvil AfiBdrs, if s the Mtid mtlft lirft be fiiDy 
{Krfmded, eidier of i^ afcoeffity» or coave- 
lueficy, drdmger, or«dv^nug9 df thu^> be- 
•fore my wife RobliMidii dtn be iiakeii ; «n<l 
we msBv jaftly cooclndek thtCt 4q ^pkitua^ Coa- 
ceffiSyMdnbQ^n at the Wtoog epdi.if they do 
net feafoti their M^ds ii^ih'liAoh Refle^lkiBMs 
my make a deep iopreffioa on the Will and 
Afi»ftiofis. F^r tiiat «hefe>ilia^Tdblve to follow 
God, and may be tia^fb^d wkb his Lx>ve» and 
apply ^hanfelves to 4iis Ways, and nuy hate 
eyery ftlfePath ftoA detefi their former £!^r bi- 
ttoces and Deviatidns, We m!il(l«eGeirarily fup- 
|>ofe di^reiAQft be kmie Sfffing ^ feed Jthem« 
whi&h Spcing cab be nothing elfe bucCodide- 
tfftion. Ana, < as in Sin« <k*» ^be Mind that firfi 
Te^vefeflts the «iiUWf«l Pledfure of it to the 
8ifiiieT,and tbisinfiamesbis AfTedlions; thkim* 
bibes tbe fubtile Poifon, tad i^readsit through 
the groibr Pat ts, and.feef<edy conveys it to all 
tlw VkalSpivits, till the whole Head dotbake, 
land the ii^oleF]bar throws fiok. So in its An- 
tidote orOore, it'athe'Mind that mtift be cha- 
fed with Atgbments, which may render the Sin 
Diitefiabie,Odions^and Prejudicial to Seul and 
Body i and tfaiswlU foon put the A^kelions into 
a holy Ra^ to fecure God '^ Payour . W hich was 
tfaereafon, no doubt, why that Father left bis £- 
ftateand 'M{i>ney tohts Son, with this C oodicion, 

Tbai^helbould every day Think «^^tter ofan 

hour i 
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hour ; becaufe he knew that would at lafi, by the 
Grace of God, work upon the Will, and engage 
the AiBfedions to embrace a nobler Objed. 

And becaufe the more Objects,' the more 
Flowers this Confideratfon feeds upon,' the 
more efFe dual it is, and the greater Seriouf- 
nefs it produces, the more lignal Change it 
works : The Holy Ghoft therefore, in order 
to this end, particularizes feveral thingsy and 
commands them to be taken in as Promoters 
of this excellent W ork. Hence it is that we are 
fometimes called upon to confider our latter 
^ndi^1>eut.i%.x^, becaufe the Man that thinks 
much of his Death, is moft likely to die to the 
Vanities of the World ; and to value thofe things 
at a very low rate, which when he comes to die, 
can give him no folid fatisfadion. Sometimes the 
Works of God, Eccl.7. 13. becaufe refleAingon 
theirBeauty,Excellency,and the Wifdom ofGod 
thatihines in them, will oblige us to admire him 
whofe Hand hath made all this, and to pay him 
that Refped and Reverence which fucfa tranf- 
cendent Goodnefs challenge th/ Some ti^mes the 
Lillies of the Field, Mat. 6. x8, that thefe dum^ 
Creatures may lead us to a fpotlefs Innocence, 
and enflame our Hearts with a holy Ambition,to 
be one of thofe that ihall walk with the Son of 
God in white. Sometimes the laft Judgment, 
or the great Account Men muft give of their 
Works, whether they have, been good, or whe- 
ther they have been evil, Tfal. 50. xx. for this 
will fright a Man away from himfelf, make 
fight againft his Luits, and walk by Rule^ 
prefcribe Limits to his unruly Paflions^ Soni^ 

ftmes 
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times the Teilimonies of God, the Sweetnef?, 
Beauty, Perfedion, Worth and Excellency of 
them, y/2r/. 119. 95. becaufe they are fo a- 
greeable to the Truth imprinted on our Minds, 
fo fuirable to the Notions of God written on 
the Tables ttf our Hearts, that we cannot but 
clofe with them, and take them for our He- 
ritage for ever. Sometimes the future Reward 
that God hath promifed to them that fear himt 
X Tim. Xi 7. becaufe if our Souls be not judicial- 
ly ilupified, and, in the Tfalmijiy Phrafe, as faC 
as greafe, this will attrad them into Abitinence 
from Worldly Lufts, which war againfl the SouK 
Sometimes the Holy Life, Example, and Chrifli* 
anConftancy and Magnanimity oijefus Chrijf^ 
Heb. IX. 3. becaufe Examples naturally enliven 
and encourage the Soul to imitation, and fo 
great a Pattern at once infufes and commands 
inclination to follow it. Sometimes God's *Cor-> 
redion and Chaflifement, together with our 
binSj Hab. x. ly. becaufe thefe reprefented to 
the Mind, will fhew us our Ingratitude, and ho\^ 
much we are to blame that God's Favour hath 
made no kindlier Impreffions upon us, an4 
how neceiTafy it is to make hafle, ind remove 
the curfed thing that is in the midft of us, that 
we do not lofe our Grown. And all, becaufe the 
more Candles. there are lighted and fet up, the 
brighter the Room will be^ and the better rhe 
Soul will difcover her Spots and Errors, and 
confequently the greater will be her earneflnef$ 
to wipe them away, and remove them« 

Nay, of that necelfity doth the Holy Ghoft 
make this Confideration, that it feemsi God 

F (fuch 
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(fuch a Lover he is of the Happinefs of Man- 
kind) is not at eafe without it. He is forced, 
as it were, to take Human Paflions upon him, 
to exprefs his difpleafure againil the negleft of 
this Sovereign Medicine He feems difconfo- 
late, if Men flight this Balm, this Water of Life, 
this Eye-falve, He calls to Heaven and Eatxh 
to mourn with him,becaufe his PcopJe witt not 
confider what they are a doing, whither they 
are going, and what will become of chem, E/a. 
1 . 3. He feen)s grieved and dejefted, becaufe 
they conlider not the Operations of his Hands, 
and what Nabfe Beings he hath eiven them ; 
how he hath m^de alt things fuofervient to 
them, on purpofe that they might ferve him i 
and adorned rhe World with th^i great variety 
of Creatures for their benefit and ufe, that they 
might have the greater incouragement to offer 
up their Souls and Bodies as living bacrifices to 
his Honour and Glory. How he hath made 
them but a little lower than the Angels,cTO veined 
them with Glory and Honour, aad infufed Souls 
into them capable of living for ever, under rhe 
Beatifical Vilion and Pi efence of Almighty God, 
Efa. s ^-- He feems to droop; and he that 
is Eternally happy in himfelf, takes on, as if his 
Happinefs, his Joy, his Satisfaifiion vvet^ inter- 
rupted, becaule Men confider not that he ye- 
m^Jmbers all their Impieties ; that he fit^ 00^ the 
Battlements of Heaven, and beholds aH ; tfcat 
there is not any Creature that is not fbamfeft in 
his fighf ; and that all things are naked asd o- 
pen untf) the Eyes of hicn with whom they have 
to do, Hof. f. 6. 

Indeed^ 
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Indeed, God is refolvcd to deal with U$ a$ with 
Rational Creatures, not as with Brutes and En- 
gines? as with free Agents, not as with Machines^ 
and works of Mens hands ; and that's the reafon 
why he is fo earneft for this Duty. Without all 
peradventure, God could force Men into Seri^ 
oufnefs ; and he that commanded Light out of 
IKirknefs, might take the Sinner up in his Arms^ 
and carry him, even againll his will, into thac 
Banqueting- houfe,the Banner whereof is Love ; 
and might fee Men's Soulr, as the Workman 
doth his Clocki chat they ihould not fail of ruii- 
ning the Race which is fee before them. But 
then what would our Reafon fignifie ? Why 
fhould he make us capable of being wrought 
upon by Arguments and Moral Pcf fuafions? Why 
hath he given us Faculties to difcourfe /remand 
con of things, and to argue and debate the Cafe 
with our felves ? Why hath he given us a Rule 
to try our Aftions by, and Power to judge what 
is good, and what is evil ? What can be fai<i 
for the one, and what can be pleaded for thfe 
other ? W hich Arguments are ftrbnger, and 
which are weaker ? Which are ponderous, and 
which are of no value ? 

If God do nothing in vain,what can We ima^ 
gine that this Power of Confideration is given 
foi' ? He that makes a curious Veird of Uold^ 
doth not intend it for a Trough or Wafhing- 
Tub. He that enamels a Ring, doth not intend 
to throw it upon a Dunghill. He that builds a 
Houfe, doth not intend it for an Habitation of 
Owls, and Raven5,and Birds of Prey. He that 
plants a rich and kindly Fruit-tree, doth not in-* 

F % tend 
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tend it for Timber in a Hog-fty. He that makes a 
rich Carpet, not doth intend it for Difti-Clouts. 
And fhall I think God more imprudent than 
Man ? Shall I imagine that God hath lefs fore- 
fight with him than Duft and Aflies ? Truly if 
a Philofopher were to draw Conclufions from 
Mens Aftions, and their dealings with the Al- 
mighty, he could gather no lefs from what they 
do, than that they imagine God to be more bru- 
tiih than the moft carnal wretch living, who 
never fcrapes for Gold, or toils for Riches to 
buy Pins, or Childrens Marbles with it ; For they 
believe, that God hath given them a finer Spirit 
than irrational Creatures have, and yet employ 
that Spirit to no higher ufes, than Beafts do their 
natural Inilin6):. Shall God give me an exalted 
Soul, that can Eat Angels food, arid fliall I, \yith 
Nebuchadnezzar J turn it out to Grafs ? Shall 
he plant in me an Ability aad a Power of Con- 
fideration, and intend it for no higher ufe than 
to teach and inftruft me how to rake a little 
Dung together, how to feed a poor corruptible 
Body for the Grave, and how to wallow with 
the Swine in the Mire? He that can have fuch 
low thoughts of God, deferves to be baniihed 
from all Human Society, and to dwell with 
,Bc3fts of the Wildernefs, mull make God the 
Author of Confiifion, ignorant of the Common 
'Principles of Prudence, and lefs fagacious than 
feme Animals, which, confcious of the noble- 
nefs of their Nature, fcorn to dcbafe it to the 
diforder and naftinefs of the meaner Cattel. 
And what is this, but to let in Atheifm, while 

we profefs our felves to be Chriftians ? God 

would 
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would not beftow his Power on me in vain» and if 
not in vain»ic oneht mod certainly to be employ* 
ed on things of the greateit Concernment ; and 
what things are there of greater Concernment, 
than turning from the Power of Satan unto God, 
and laying upTreafures there^ where the Moth 
cannot corruft^ and where Thteves cannot break 
through andfteali 

Nay, why ftiould God aflure the Sinner that his 
Impenitence ihall be punifhed with everlalling 
Deflrudion, but that he would have him make 
ufe of hisReafon, and coniider the truth and im^ 
portance of this Threatning ; the uncertainty of 
his own Life ; and how Sin will certainly harden 
him, if he doth not turn with all fpeed ; imd 
how foon Ruin and Deftrudion may feize on 
him, and how dear his Pleafures may coil him ; 
and how fearful it will be to fall into the hands of 
an angry God, whofe Patience hath been abufed, 
whofe Words have beenfcorn'd, whofe Thun- 
der*bolts have been laugh'd at, and whofe Com- 
palfion hath been look'd upon only as a Shift or 
Trick to enfnare Men into rigorous Severity. 

LiOrd God ! i am not bereft of my Reafon, 
when I hear the Supreme Governour of Heaven 
and Earth threaten me; when I hear him, who 
fits on the Circle of the Earth, denounce Wrath 
and Indignation againfl: me; 1 have a Tongue in 
my Head, and can enquire of Men, wifer than 
my felf, whether this be really the Threatning 
of God, or no ? And whether the great Creator, 
when he threatens thus, be in good earned, or 
no ? W hen the Threatning was pronounced ; 
where delivered j whatPerfonsareconqerned in 

F 3 it; 
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it J upon what Condition the Threatning j^o* 
ceeds; whether that Condition be in me; wbe^ 
ther I come under that Jodgment ; whether I 
have Caufe to be afraid ; and what it is that may 
juftly move me to be fo? 1 have Eyes to read whe* 
ther there be a mi{lakeinfuchComminatipns,or 
no: I have a reflexive Power within me^ wl^h 
enables me to determine, when two ways »ra be- 
fore me, which of them isfafeil to be taken; an4 
whether the Reafons for my turning from my 
pvW Ways be ilronger thaa (hofe which would 
idiiTuade me from it : I hanTe Keaftm to ponder 
how many rhoufands have, with Shifts, and £x- 
(Cufes, and Delays^ been the caufe of their own 
Kuin } and I have power to rpfleft, how, that if 
1 am guihy of the fame Folly> I ihall fliortly be 
]wrapt in the fame Calamity with them t taA 
what poor, wh^tinconfiderable Comfort it Will 
b^, t o find thofe Men Companions ineternalMi? 
fery and Calamity j^that have been forntierly Com-* 
panions to me in Sin, and offending God. I have 
Rcafonand Power feriouljy to debate^ wbecher 
there be a future Judgment, or no ; and with ve- 
ry little trouble may fatisfie my felf, that tbiAgs 
dfe fo as the Gofpel reprefencs them, and that 
there is no jelling with edg'd Took 1 have 
Power torefled, chat if there were nt> more but 
a* Poffibility of eternal Torment, if we canld 
ilrain the Notion no hieher than to a iwr^jr^^, it 
Would become a wife Man to prepare for the 
wortt, and to endeavour to be On tbefure>6de of 
f h€ Hedge. And having reafoD to coniidef all 
this, power to weigh and ppnder all this, and fo 
io|)Qnder ir, that my Undpritan^ing, thus pot- 
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lefled, may prevail with my Will and Affeftions 
to fefolvefof contempt ofSin,and of the World; 
I mull neceflarily conclude, that God expefts I 
ftould proceed, and come to that Spiritual Life, 
this way. To have fuch a Povrer, and to let it 
continue in an unatSive State, to let it be dor- 
mant, and fpend and confume it felf, and like a 
lickly Perfon, whofe Stomach naufeates the 
Wholfom Food the curious Hand hath drefs'd, to 
let it grow cold and infipid, muft needs be a 
great Injury to the God that gave it, and intend^ 
edit fliould beaduated, and txercifed, asare (he 
other Faculties, and fo ^reat an unfaithfulnefs to 
our felves, that in fo doing we grow Strangers to 
our Self-love, and become our own greatett 
Enemies, And let no Man tell me here, that this 
is to make Men independent from God, and to 
alTef t, that Men may convert themfelves, and 
change their own Hearts, and give themfelves 
that Repentance and Faith which the Scripture 
every way afferts to be the Gift of God : For 
God's Power and Glory is fo far from receiving 
any Prejudice by this Doftrine, that I know no- 
thmg can advance and promote it more than this 
AlTef tion. It's confeffed, thatConverfionisthe 
Work of God, but then he expefts I Ihould do 
my Part, and work according to the Power he 
hath given me, and improve the Talents he 
hath already bellowed upon me, and trade with 
them, and make ufe of the Faculties I have, and 
exercife them as much as I can, in order to a fe- 
rious Change of Life ; and in the Ufe of fuch 
Means God will be found,as we fee in Cornelius^ 
4hs 10,4, And his Holy Spin tfliall come down 
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and make the Work effeftual ; and blefs thofe 
honett Endeavours with Grace and Mercy ; and 
tnake the Wheels go merrily, which went but 
heavily before ; and turp that Piety which pro- 
ceeded from fear of Hell before^ into a finccre 
Love of God, and to the Beauty of Holinefsj 
and make that Obedience univerfal which was 
but partial and by halves before, and that's a 
Jcindly Converfion. To indulge our felves in La- 
iinefs and Idlenefs, and Wearinefs of God's Ser- 
vice, upon pretence that we muft wait God's 
Time, and itay till God is pleafed to work upon 
pur Hearts, is no better than mocking of God, 
And a Man that's fallen into the Water may as 
well cry, that there he will lie till God by an An- 
gel from Heaven drags him out ; as a Sinner that 
is loth to give over finning, pretend that he pa|i 
do nothing till God by Ibme powerful Charm 
Jeads him out of that Captivity. As well may 
we forbear working, and expea Providence will 
maintain us, as he did Elijah by the Ravens, as 
forbear flruggling and flriving to get out of the 
Snares of Sin, till Chriftby a Voice from Heaven 
palls to us as he did to Saul^ Man, Man, why 
perfecuteft thou me? For God, who hath prote- 
iled, that he'll cait none out that will but comp 
\o him, and never left himfelf without Witnefs 
^nd is engaged by prdmifetobeaRewarder of 
them that diligently feek him ; hath no whpre in 
his Word promifed to work upon our Hearts, 
pxcept \ve will ufe fuch Means as he hath given 
Ijs Power to make ufe of, in order to a Con- 
verfion ; and he that lets the Power God hath 
given him for this Ufe lie dead, doth hut im- 
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})ezzel the Gift of God, and with that unprofi* 
table Servant, lays up his Pound in a Napkin, 
and confequently can exped no other Anfurer 
than was returned to him ; Out of thine own 
mouth Willi judge thee y thou wicked fervanti 
thou knewejt that I was an aujfere man^ taking 
up that I laid not down^ and reaping that I did 
not fow. Wherefore then gaveft not thou my 
money into the Banket hat at my coming I might 
hitve required my own with u/iiry ? Therefore 
take from him the founds and give it to him 
that hath ten founds. And as for thofe mine 
Enemies J that would not that I Jhoutd reign 
over them^ (znd it feems fuch are all thofe that 
will not improve the Powers God hath given 
them, efpecially this of Coniideration, in order 
to be reclaimed from the error of their ways) 
hring them hither^ and flay them before xv^,Luke 

I^. X2, 1%. 

And indeed, he that can fit down and confider 
what lofTes maj^ befal him, what mifchief may 
happen to him, if he keepscompany with a tur- 
bulent quarrelfom Man, and thereupon (huns 
his Society ; He that can confider what terror 
it will ilrike into him if he lie in a haunted 
Chamber,how it will difcompofe him,how it will 
"break his reft, what ficknefs it may bring upon 
him, and what cold fweats the fight of a Gnolt 
will caft him into, and thereupon will not be 
perfwaded to take up his Lodging there; will 
find in theLaft Day, that he might as well have 
laredownandconfider'd, what evil afinfullife 
would bring upon him. His Reafon, to be fure, 
is capable of taking the one into Gonfideratioa 
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as well as the other ; and iie that believes he hath 
a SouU moll be fuppofed able to think of dangers 
that may befal his boul: And Once Coniideration 
is that which reprefents all dangers in very lively 
colours, and by that means aneds and makes 
imprelTions upon the whole Man,there is no per- 
fon but may fafely exped God's BleiEng upon 
fuchCopfiderations;not upon the account of me- 
rit, but becaufe Cod hath mod freely, and moft 
gracioufly promifed his afliflance, where men 
2»ew their willingnefs to work in his Vineyard. 
For God in this cafe deals with Men, as a Mailer 
with his Servants, who if they husband a little 
Farm well, is content to let them undertake a 
greitter, and encourages their induilry by lar- 
ger conceilions* 

And that's the reafon why Converfion io Scrip- 
ture is fometimes attributed to Man, andfome- 
times to the Pather of Lights^ from whom every 
goodandf erf e£i gift defcends ; and why we read 
)n the fame Prophet, Make your /elves a new 
heartland a newjpirit^ Ezek. i8. 31. And i the 
Jaord will give you anew hearty and anew ^ir it 
will! put wfthinyouj Ezek. 36.^6. Becaufe God 
expeas the Sinner fhould take his Ways and pre- 
pofierous adions, and che danger which hangs 
Qver his head) into ferious coniideration, repre- 
fent the odioufnefs, and difmgenuity, and un- 
f eafonablenefs of his Sin to his mind, and mufe 
upon that endlefs happinefs he may arrive to, 
weigh the Comforts and Confolations he may 
enjoy on this fide Heaven, and God will encou- 
rage him, gather the Lambs with his Arms, and 
^X^y tl>em in his ^ofomi L r . profper thofe 
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imCere Eddeavours, and water them with the 
dew of b)s benedidiion, till the byafs of the 
Soul is changed, and turned towards Hetvem 
So true is that faying of Chrill, Afstib. X4. x^. 
To him that batbj (/. e. improves the (lock of 
Grace Providence hath already conferred on 
him) Jhadl iegiveny 4ndbe /hsU have mor^ siuth^ 
4snt ; but from bim that bstb noty fl)ali bo t^ 
ken sway even that which he hath. 

Coniideration is rhe Bed where theincorrup* 
tible Seed is fown, and on the ground thus pre* 
pared) the Sun of Righteoufnefs doth fliine^ 
and by his warmth produces in the Soul aU 
mmner of fieafant Fruit Sj Cant. 7.13. Cbnfr* 
deration, like the Tool of Betbejda^ draws the 

g^eaaAngelof the Covenant down, who ilirs the 
ool, and gives it a healing virtue, and imme- 
diately the Blind receive their fight ^ and the 
L^ame walk^ and the Lepers are clean fid^ and 
the T>ead are raifed uf^ Mat. 1 1, f. 

That God hath feme times by miraculous 
tneans converted, and turned Men from their 
irreligioufnefs and contempt of Holinefs, we 
do not deny ; but though tbefe Miracles might 
be the occafion of their Reformation, it was 
ilill Cpnfideration that digefted thefe miracu* 
lous Providences, and engaged thefe Men to 
enquire what they meant, and for what end 
they were jfent, and how they ihould efcape if 
tiiey neglected fo great Salvation. It was this 
made them argue that as thefe Calls were^reat, 
and full of wonder, fo they challenged Enter- 
(tainment fnd Submiffion anfwer aUe to fo great 
a Mercy. It was this made them fee the Love of 

God, 
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God, and wonder whence it ihould be, that 
God fliould over- look fo many thoufands, and 
knock at their Gates ; pafs by Palaces, and be 
content to take up hisRelt in their poor Habi* 
tations. It was this made them ponder, that af- 
ter fuch Admonitions and Exhortations from 
Heaven, there was no {landing flill, and that con- 
tempt of fuch extraordinary Providences, muft 
needs fall very heavy on theSoul one day,and fink 
it into the nethermoftHell ; upon which Confi- 
derations and Expofhilations, they refolved to 
clofe with Cbrift^ and with the terms of the 
GofpeLMiracles not improved by Confideration 
would make but little Impreffion on the Heart, 
like the Seed that fell upon the Rock ; Piety 
might fuddenly fpringup, but for want of Root, 
would foon wither away. Confideration is that 
which afFefts the Soul with them, makes it con- 
cernedicries to Sin to be gone,and aftonifhesinto 
Refor mation. Hence it was, that the Jews who 
confidered not God's defignin the Miracles ihey 
faw, remained as obfiinate as ever ; whereas had 
they by Confideration div*d into the care God 
took to convince them, there would not have 
been greater Saints under the Cope of Heaven, 
But all this will more fully appear, if we can 
prove. That without Confideration, Converfi- 
on, or Reformation of Life cannot but be coun- 
terfeit. Converfion being a change of the whole 
Man, and loving God better than the World, or 
minding Heaven more than Earth, an immortal 
Soul more than a frail dying Body, there can no- 
thing be imagined, under God, more likely to 
prevent pur being deceived with a form yf God- 
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lioefs, thanConfideration. That the Devil very 
ordinarily transforms himfelf into an Angel of 
Light, and impofes upon our Minds by ihadows 
of Virtue ; as it is his Interefl, fo it is a thing 
as common as our yielding to Temptations of 
that nature. Daily experience is a fufHcient 
witnefs how Men deceive themfelves with a var- 
niih and paint of Piety, and flatter themfelves 
that they are ordained to eternal Life, and in a 
way to thofe Regions of Blifs, when they are 
not : Becaufe they acknowledge and profefs that 
God is Infinite, Perfedi Glorious, and the fu* 
preme Governor of the World, and that in him 
we live, and breath, and have our Being; and 
that it's he that rules the great Wheel of Pro- 
vidence ; they conclude they love him better 
than their Riches or Pleafures here, when they 
do nothing lefs ; indeed 00 more but what Par- 
rots may do ; which being taught, can repeat the 
fame words, and be never the nearer that Wif- 
dom which makes Men wife unto Salvation. We 
fee how Men, becaufe they have no inclination 
to fome grofs notorious Sins that other Men are 
juilty of, are apt to conclude, that they morti- 
ie their Lufts,andput ofFthe works of Darkoefs, 
walking foberly as in the day-time ; and becaufe 
they frequent the Temple of the Lord, they are 
prefently true Hearers of the Word. We fee 
how the Harlot, Pr^x;. /• 14. becaufe fhe had 
paid her Vows, and had Peace-Oflerings with 
her, perfuades her felf that (he was a great Pro^ 
ficient in Religion; and the Tharifee did not 
think himfelf a quarter fo bad as theTu^licaHf 
becaufe he paidTithes of all he had, and was 

no 
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so Extortioner or Adulterer. Becaufe fuch s 
Man is not drunk everyday, but is fober now 
tttd then, he believes himfelf tobea very tem- 
perate Man. Another, becaufe he doth not 
cheat fonotorioufly as hisNeighbours,concludes 
heis jutt, honeil, upright, and fair in his Dealings^ 
Another, becaufe he works hard in his Callings 
and doth no body wrong, fancies he doth all 
chat's fit for a Chriftian to do. Another, be- 
caufe he hath fotnetimesa good thought of God, 
and can fend up a fliort Ejaculation to Heaven, 
is very confident he meditates and contemplates 
the Almighty. Another, becaufe he hath fomc 
faint breathings after him, knows nothing to 
the contrary but he is as jealous for God's Glo- 
ry asany of his Acquaintance can be. Another, 
becaufe he hath now and then a melancholy 
Thought of bis Sins, and confeffes them to Al- 
mighty God, concludes he doth repent as well 
es the bell ; and becaufe he often wifliesfor Sal- 
ration, and hath a good Opinion of Holinefs 
and Goodnefs, he doubts not but he is made 
Partaker of the Divine Nature. 

That thefe are Cheats andDelufions,ts evident 
to any rational Man. If a Mountebank's giving 
you common Sand for Powder of Pearls, or a 
Tradefman*s felling you Syder for W ine j or a 
Merchant's felling you Earthen W4re^ fuch as 
is made in Europ&y for Cbina^ be a Cheat, then 
x:errainly thefe areCheacs,aod the greaterCheats,^ 
liecaufe they are in matters of greater value. The 
Gofpel doth not offer Heaven on thefe Terms,^ 
Jind It is not partial, but univerfal Obedience that 
Chrift requires of his Followers. Heisrefolved 
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Heaven ihall coft them more than thefe little 
Services come to, and they fhall not impofe up* 
on God, however they may deceive themfdves^ 
But then how fliatt tbefe, or any other Cheat% 
be difcovered and avoided, but by Confidera* 
tion ? True Converfion confifts in refilling and 
concjuerin^ fuch Delofions, but how ihall they 
be refitted if they be not known i How fhall they 
be known, if Men confider not whether the 
courfe they take be either agreeable to the way 
God harh prefcribed, or like to bring them to 
that Ha^finefs they aim at. 

It's Confideracion mud mantfeft, which is 0^4^ 
and which is the Ckmd^ which hGoM^ tnd which 
is butGi/r; which are theWaters of 7^r4l!Mr,aiid 
which are the Rivers of 7)ama/pus ; which is the 
CoTHj and which are the Tares ; which are the 
Fiery Tongues^ and which is the GUe-w&rp^ 
Light ; which are Jacafs Hands, and which 
are the Hands of E/im. 

There are not a few Sins which look very 
much like Virtues ; complying with Men's Itft* 
pieties,looksfo like Hnmilicy ; Abfalom'% Hypo* 
crify, fo like Humanity and Civility ; Jaeoits 
Treachery, fo like Friendfhip and Candor ; Si- 
man Magu/s Falihood, fo like true Believing; 
jMdaisA^ovetovXneky {alike Care of the Poor ; 
rU^tery, fo like dbat Charity which bears idl 
things, and hopes all things* and believes ^ 
things, and endures all thinga ; Reviling a^in 
when we are reined, fo like doing Jafiice; 
Worldty-inindediefs, fo like providteg for our 
Families; Lyiiia for profit-iake, foiikea W^k 
of Neceifityyand Sel^prefrxvation; .aodbeariog 
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II Grudge to him that bath offended us^ wichodt' 
difcovering it in our Adions, fo like curbing 
our Paffions, that few Men will think themfelves 
concerned to part with them» except they con^ 
iider which is the pure^ and which is the fophi- 
fiicate Metal; 

How like faving-knowledge doth that know* 
ledge of God look, which pirns uptheSoul^ and 
tempts Men to defpife others that are not arri- 
ved to the fame Meafure of the ilature of the 
fulnefs ofCArift? There is no diilinguifliing of 
them but by the efFeds : And how iball the £f^ 
feds be difcriminated, but b;^ Confideration ? I 
cannot avoid being deceived, if I do not fit down 
and refled ; Lord, I pretend to knowledge of 
the Crofs of Chrifi^ but doth this knowledge 
make me humble and vile in mine awn Eyes ? 
Doth it difcover to me my fpiritual Poverty, 
and make me prefer others before my felf ? 
Doth it make me prize CAr?/? above all? And 
doth it engage me to count sU things drofs and 
dungj for the excellency of the^ knowledge of 
Chriftl Doth it make me lland under the Crofe 
of thrifts and breathe and' pant after his. pre- 
cious blood, like a Man truly feniible both of 
the worth and want of it ? Doth it produce that 
Mind inme^ which was in Chrift j^fusl Doth 
it fill me with Holy Atdoui^s to be made pa^r- 
taker of his Holinefs ? Doth it make me won- 
der at the Myflery, and glory in that which to 
the Jewsis a ftumbling-Block,and to the Greeks 
Fooliflmefe? Doft thou feel this, O my Soul? 
How happy artthou if thou art fenfible of thefe 
Operations V Do not deceive thy felf; Doth not 
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this knowledge thou pretendeft to, make thee 
iecilre and carelefs? Uothitnot make thee flc 
down contented without the life of Religion? 
Doth it not perfuade thee to believe that thou 
art a Chriftian, tho' thoudoftnotimitate Chriil 
in his holy Life and Converfation ? Does it not 
make thee proud and felf-conceited» and think 
more highlj^ of thy fclf than thoU oughteft to 
think^and, like the Thahfies^ look between an- 
gef and fcorn on thofe that know not the Law? 
If fo, how is the Knowledge of Chrift Jefus in 
thee ? 

The fattife niay be faid of Faith, it'sConfidef a- 
tion mull feparate it from Prefumptioih, and ft- 
tisfie me whether it be of the true Eagle-kind 
or no ; it's impoflible to know whethet my 
Faith be of the right ftamp,- without I make 
fiich inquifition as this. Faith is a ^ifc or fruit of 
the Spirit, which I am apt to behcve God hath 
bleffed and enriched my Soul withal, and I thank 
him that I am not born a Heathen> or Infidel. 
But what power hath my Faith upon my AfFeAi- 
6ns ? Doth it purifie my Heart, and drive away 
thofe Luils that haVe taken up their refidence 
there? Doth it make me cut off my right hand 
and pull out my right eye, when they do offend 
toe ? Doth it make me live like a peffon that 
believes the Omniprefence and Omnifcience of 
God ? Doth it make rtie, with Abraham^ ready 
to offer up mine only Son, Sins as dear to me as 
the darling Fruit of my Body ? Is it of that force 
in my Soul, that it makes me go contrary to 
mine inclinations, antl obey Godi. though I am 
in danger of lofingmy Plaee and Office? Doth 
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it make me do the truths as well as give afTent to 
it? Doth it make me cautious and afraid of oficad- 
ing chat God whom I believe to be of purer eyes 
thaa CO behold iniquity? Doth it make me im- 
brace Chrill, both as my Redeetner and Gover- 
nor, boch as my Saviour and myKiog? Pothit 
elevate my thoughts, and make me itudy how I 
iliall advance God's Glor^, and do much good 
in my generation? Doth it rouze my Soulfrom 
her flumber, and make me look and ad like one 
concerned and touch'd with a fenfe of another 
life? Doth it work by love? And doth it drive 
roe to give God my deareft and tendereil love ? 
Doth it work by Charity too, by good worlds ? 
And doth it mpke me caft my Bread upoo the 
Water, give away freely and cheerfully, though 
I have no profped, and fee no probability 01 a 
recompence here on Earth? Doth it jzuKe me 
defpife the World, and overcome it, and ufc it 
pnly as my Servant, while God ^lone is my 
Mailer ? Doth it mak^ me xeiifl: the Devil, and 
grapple with Towers 4ind Trincif^alities^ with 
tha Rulers of T^4irknefsy and with Spiritual 
Whckedneffes in high places? HL^h^i. 6. i%. Doth 
it make me pray with fervency and importuni- 
ty ? Doth it rranfport my Soul into ravifliroents, 
upon- the fight of yonder glorious thipgsOod 
hath laid up, and prepared for thofe that love 
him? Doth it make me rejojce in that Saviour 
I have not feen, with joy umpeakable, and full 
of Glory ? Dodiit infufe boldnefs^aad courage 
into my Soul to iland up for God^ when I ei- 
ther hear his Name prophaiied, lor fee his Gx^ea^ 
tttr£S fearfoily abufed ? Doth it maJ^ me, with 
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Tbinias^ ruaip and ilem the ftrong cutrent of 
Iniqwty^ sod with Vaul and Barnabas^ angry at 
the improper honour Men are going to otter 
loe? Does it tnake me truft God in adverfity, 
even then when the Fig-tree doth not bloffom^ 
when there is no fruit in the Vine ^ when the la- 
bfk^ of tbeQlrue fails^ end the Field does yield 
no meat ; when the Flock is cut off from the Fold^ 
and when there are no herds in the Stalls ? Hab. 
3.17. Doth it make me take notice of God's gra-^ 
cious Dealings and Providences, and admirje 
God's Wifdom and Greatnefs, and Power, and 
Goodnefs in all ? Doth it make me prize the Pr o-« 
mifes of the Gofpel above all Riches, and doth 
it make me willing tofufifer for Chrift f Rejoyce^ 
O my Soul, if Faith hath thus warm'd thy heart, 
andif thou findeft thefe Footfteps of God with- 
in thee ! Thefe are Ornaments fit for thee to 
appear in beforexhe greatTribunal On the other 
fide. What eafe^ what quiet canii thou enjoy, if 
thy Faith be dead, and dull, and unadive ; if ic 
doth not touch thy Tongue with a Coal from 
the Altarj and doth not make thee break forth 
into Celebrations and Admiration df the height, 
and biteadth, and length, and depth of the love 
of God; If thoufeekft no Holy Force to (hake 
off every weight, and every fin which doth fo 
eafily belet thee; If thy Faith does not make 
tbee fUnd upon thy watch, and break through 
alldifcouragemencs and oppofioions, to obtain 
the end of thy (Faiths even thy Salvation ; If ic 
dotli.nQt make thy cc»rriiptfons abate and thy 
extravagant Deifires and Paifions fall, if it be fo 
chat thyiHinds. grow weak^ and thy Kjiecs 

^G * feeble 
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fronts tye have offered him ;ahdf «4ffe*her the aii- 
iterity fnafeeS Sin truly bitter to tfS, ii\& works an 
eternal deteftaticrn ofit in our Hearts ; or whe- 
ther it difpdfes lis to fdl on aftfefliy and tempts 
us upon the ci'edk of fhftt piece of Mortificati- 
on, to venture into new Sins and Enormities ? 

So in pur ^feii for God, Confideration mufl 
aec^uairit ys whdfhef we are mdre paflioriate in 
things which c&tfcern the Honour of God,than 
in proflfioting of diir ownlntereft ; whether it be 
^ Zeal aocordiitig Unto Knowledge, and kindled 
by the Sfln of KighteoiiftefS ; or furioui, and 
lighted by the flames of the burning Lake ; whe- 
ther it be fingularity, peevifhnefs,' fpleen, and 
iftalice^that mdkesus hot, or deliberate ponder- 
ing Of the ifFrtint that's pUt on the Divine Ma- 
jesty. Arid whether we dre zealous for the gr eit-: 
^r^ ds \X^fell is for the lefler inattefs of the Law; 
prJUdgmeMiFaith and Mercy ^ as well is for 
P^}H ^^^^ (ifMint\ andCummifi, md Anife I 

' Withoul Gotifideration^ ^ur Souls mdft fi^dtf- 
laf ity f etriaift lender vf ry gtedt darknefs and mi- 
ftdkeS, ivA ddiife(|ilfenfly rufa the hazard of beirig 
Cheated in the wortft bf ConVerfion. How ihduld 
thefg Cheats bte difcoverfed but by ourReafbh? 
How fhall our jj^eafoii jnd^e of them but by 
GOrifideratibn ? For Confidferation cftlls them 
to an atfcotirtt^, Ikys therh b^euj examih(^s their 
fffe^ttd pfd^rifs, aifcovers therii to fee dr&fs, 
arid fpies but thfe ddii^r chfey iftvblVe cfte Sbuf 
fn^ atid by that fhedns Wof Ks it in'tti a Hfthful 
lltfolUf Ibft to caief itiH6ther fcdurf^. 

' - - CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of the various Impediments and Remords of 
Conjideratiof^ Men fancy greater difficulty 
in it than there is indeed. Are continually 
imployed about /en/ual Objects. Loth to fart 
'With their Sins. Ignorant of thefleajkre of 
Confideration. RefleSi upon the danger of 
lofing their unlawful Gain. Fear they Jhall 
fall into Melanclpolyj or go diftraHed with Jo 
much Serioujhefs. Are of opinion that Con-- 
'uerfionj in that fenfe the Scripture /peaks of 
itj is needle fs. Miftake the nature of Confi-^ 
deration. Are dijcouraged by evil Company. 
NegleSl confulting with Minifters about this 
necejfary work, delude themfelves with the 
Notion of Chriji's dying far the Sins of the 
World. 

Onsideration» aDutyfogreatifo 
noble, fo neceflary, one would chink 
ihould find fuitable entertainment 
with all Men that pretend to Reafon, 
or Wifdom, or Difcretion ; For in not giving it 
refpeft and veneration, they call their ownRea- 
foQ in queftion, difparage their Wifdom, and 
^ive juft occafion to their Neighbours to fufped, 
that Difcretion is a Flower which never grew 
in their Garden : The Gueft being fo beneficial, 
who can imagine to the contrary, but every 
Man will fpread open his Doors, and let it in r 
|rlow ! Lock the Gates againlt a good Aneel I 
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Keep out a Meflenger that brings glad Tidings ? 
Darken the Room that I may not fee the Sun I 
Confideration, that diredts me, how I may be a 
Friend of God, get room in his Bofom, fing with 
Angels, triumph with Seraphims, fit at the right 
hand of a glorified Redeemer, iiand before the 
Throne of God, ferve him day and ni^ht in his 
Temple, and be freed from all pollibihty of Sin 
and Mifery, from all difcontent and vexation of 
Spirit ! Is it poffible a Meflenger of that Worth, 
and Beauty and Excellency, can want a Lodg- 
ing ! Is it poflible, it fhould fare no better than 
the GREAT JESUS, be deftitute of a place 
where to lay his Head ? Is it poflible Men fhould 
tieal with it as the Inhabitants o{Sodom6\di with 
the three Heavenly Mcflengers thatentred into 
Lot\ Houfe? Quarrel with it ; abufe it ; offer 
Violence to it ? be angry at its harmlefs language ; 
ihew their fpleen againtt that, whqfe Prefence 
preferves them from being confumed I and 
which, while it is among them, flays the hand of 
Heaven, the hand cif the deftroying Angel, th^t 
they perifti not ? Does not every Man defire to 
be happy ? Did ever any Man hate his own flefli ? 
Was ever any Man in love with Torment ? is it 
not every Man^s Intereft to ftudy how to pre- 
vent it ? And then fure Confideration cannot but 
have the love and embraces of all perfons, that 
do not make /port with cafiing firekrandsy and 
deatby and arrows^ Prov. 26. 18, 19, 

So an impartialferious Man would think, yet 
to our grief and forrow we find that Men run 
away from it as from the Plague, and do as 
carefully avoid it as they would do Ratsban^^ 

or 
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or Sublimate, or Nightfhade. This will oblige 
me in the next place to enquire what are the Re* 
mora's or . Impediments that make Men nedeci 
;his Tanac^a^ and, like mad Dogs, fliun the Wa- 
ter that would cure them, and flight the Remedy 
that would infallibly recover them. It's natural 
for Men to inquire into the Reafons of any I>e- 
csty. If a Tree does not thrive, if Flowers do 
wither in the Bud, if a Child do not grow, or if 
the War^r of a.River fails, the firfl; thing we do, 
' is, to enq^uire where the Stop is, and what the 
(Caufesot the Defedare, and why thin^ do not 
profper according to expectation ? And he that 
hath aVineyard in a very fruitful Hill, and fences 
it, and gathers the Hones out of it, andplants it 
with the choiceft Vine, and builds a Tower in 
the midft of it, and makes a Wine-prefs therein, 
may well ask the QuelUon, Wherefore when 
I looked that it Jhould bring forth Grapes^ 
brought it forth wildGrapes?VL2i. 5-, i, z, 3, 4. 

The Clogs and Impediments of Confideration 
are numberlefs, for indeed it's the Devil's Study 
and Contrivance Day and Night which way to 
prevent it. WhereaPerfon dares extricate him- 
felf from the Snares of Senfp, and venture upon 
this Work, the Enemy jullly fears he flull lofe 
a Subjeft, and a Soul will be fnatcht out of 
his Clutches, and he Ihall not be able to hold 
the Sinner in his Mgyft^ox hinder him from facri- 
ficing to the Lord his God . He dreads this Land 
of Gofhen ; and to fee People walk that way, 
makes him fret and ftorm. It grates upon his 
Spirits to behold a Sinner fet his Face towards 
Jerufakm^ he cannot endure to fee the Difciples 

on 
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on Mount Takr; An IfaaCf that's gcnng to medi* 
tare, is a Thorn in his Eyes ; and being a &>irit 
that lites upon Envy^ enjoys his Malice j and finds 
his greateft Satisfadion in deftroying Men's 
Souls; we muft fuppofe he leaves no Stone un- 
turn'd^ no Stratagem untried, no Means unat- 
tempted, to hinder Men from a ferious recolle- 
6tion of their Thoughts and Imaginations. And 
no Husbandman can be fuppoied to fet more 
Traps, or invent more Pit-falls, or devife more 
Snares for Vermin and rapacious Animals, than 
this Sophifier lays to divert the Stream of Men's 
Thoughts into a Channel of contemptible and 
impertinent Objefts, 

There is fuch Beauty, fuch Lovelinefs in the 
Way of God, notwithltandidg the courfe outfide, 
that fhould fuch a Perfon by ferious Confiderati- 
on be tempted to lift up the Veil, and fee what is 
behind itj remove the Sackcloth and Afhes, and 
take a View of that which is underneath ; open 
the Iron Gate, and behold the Gold within; un- 
lock the Cabinet, and fee the Jewels there; he 
Would moft certainly be ravifli'd with the fight, 
and not flay one hour longer in the Chambers of 
IDeath. This the Devilknows; heis fenfible that 
Confideration is a Tree of Life; therefore left 
Men put forth their hands and take of the Tree^ 
and eat, and live for ever, we may rationally 
believe he'll crofs their Endeavours to the utter- 
tnoft ; fo that we may fuppofe as many Impedi- 
rhenis of Confideration, as the Devil can invent 
ftutnbling-blocks to throw in the way to this 
ibuty. However, let's take ^ view of fome of 
the principal 

\.The 



I. Thifan€ied1)iffieuity(ifit. I fay^ fancied^ 
far there is not that Haifdfliip in't Men imagine* 
But fuch Enemies are the generality of Men to 
their own Happinefs, that they will fancy diffi- 
culties in things they are loth to do ; and they 
th^frefore cry our, That they are hard, and not 
to be compaflbd but with an infinite deal of 
Trouble, becaufe they would bdexcufed frota 
the Performance or PraAice of them, It's ordi-^ 
nary for Schooi-bmrs to plead Difficulty of the 
Task their Mafter fets them, When they have ft 
greater mind to play than to learn ; much like S(h 
lomon's flothful Man, Trov. i6, 13. There is d 
Lion in the Way^ there is a Lion in the Streets. 
Vain Man K there are no Lions but in his own 
)irain^ no confiderable Difficulties but what are 
of his own making. So here. Men fancy that 
this ferious Cdnfiaeration of their Wavs, it ft 
thing which nobe but Scholars and Men of 
Learfiiftg can reach, and none are obliged to 
mind but Men of Letters^ and fuch as are book^ 
ifli, and tead much} and havit latge Capacities, 
are M^il of great Judgment, iind can wholly give 
or dedicate themfelves to this ^tudy< AConcdc 
a$ falfe as God is trae, and which we cannot re«> 
fleiS upon Without Indignation. For common 
Ex^rlfende i-efates it. The meaneft Artificers* 
Mite that c:annot t^^d one Word, Servants of the 
loweil Forth, th^ pooreft Pferfons alive, Med 
wlitofbFortnneis as low as their Learning, do at" 
tlffeW this Art, ind therefote thatPleadefervcs 
t^6it hifs^i at : What is done may bedonMa- 
g&ili; 4^ ifunleatn^d, igkiOiraht, illiterate Meti 
4q velry #«n ibakb o^n WribleP^grefs in it, 

iheye 
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there is no doubt but the Thing is pofCble ati4 
pradicable, and there wants nothing but Wil> 
lingnefs to mailer it. 

There is no Man that's fenfible that Gold is 
better than GlaiTes and Rattles, or that Pearls 
ought to be priz'd an d valu'd more than Pebbles ; 
there is no Man thatiscapable of apprehending, 
that three and three make iix, or can contrive and 
plot which way a dangerous Pond or dreadfut 
Fire may be avoided, but may coniider, whether 
the things the Scripture fpeaks of be true or ho; 
whether the Promifes and Threatnings of the 
Gdfpelare things that belong to him; whether he 
lives up to the Precepts of Chrift, and what will 
be the Confequence of his contempt of Mercy, 
and what may be the means of efcaping the Wrath 
to come; and whether an endlefs Glory be not 
infinitely better than a few hours Pageantry, and 

everlaflingenjoyment more fatisfadory than mo- 
mentary Pieafu res, and eternal Reft moredefi- 
rable than a Tranfitory Titillation. 

What Difficulty is there in this Confideration? 
WhatRocks, what Precipices are there here,that 
muft be ventured on to bring it about? I fee a 
whole Street on fire, and am Itruck into amaze- 
ment, and cannot I confider how dreadful ever- 
lafting Fire muft be? I can confider what a lofs 
it Was to Job to be deprived of his Sheep, and 
Camels, and what is more, hisChildren, and latt 
of all his Health, and Eafe, and Quiet; and 
cannot 1 confider what a Lofs it muit be for me 
to lofe more than all this comes to ? I con- 
sider it's worth fitting up late, and rifing early, 
?nd running lip and down, to get a Livelihood ; 
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and cannot I coDfider how far more rational it is 
tofweat, and toil, and labour for an everlafting 
loheritance ? I can confider with delighti how 
much Eafe and Content I ihall enjoy when fuch 
an Eilat e, I have the reverfion of, doth fall : And 
cannot I confider, how happy thofe muft be, that 
after their patient continuance in well-doing, 
Ihall be poflefs'd of Glory, and Honour, and Im- 
mortality, and eternal Life? I can confider ho w 
pleaiant, how glorious a thing it is to live in the 
good Opinion of my Prince, under the Smiles and 
gracious Looks of my Benefaftor : And catmot I 
confider what a Felicity doth attend them that 
enjoy the liight of God's Countenance ? Here's 
but changing the Objeft. And I that can confider 
how difingenuoos and fordid a Thing it is to aft 
againlt a Man that hath raisM me out of Duft,and 
advanced me to great Dignity and Preferment 3 
cannot I confider wh^t Bafenefs and degenerous 
Ingratitude it muft h^ to provoke that &od who 
maintains me, and preferves me, and without 
whom I cannot breath or move ? I that can con- 
fider the reafonablenefs of Sorrow and Grief 
where I have offended, and done a fignal Injury 
to my Superior ; cannot I confider how juft and 
equitable it is, when I look on that Saviour 
whom my Sins have pierc'd, to mourn as heart i^ 
ly as one that mourns for his only Son? I that 
can confider how fad a thing it is to fit in a Dun-* 
geon, deprived of the comfortable Beams of the 
Sun, and what is more, of the Society of all 
liOvers and Acquaintance, in an Enemy's, 
Country, where my Food is fuch as Dogs would 
refufe to eat, ^d the Stench round about me 

intoUe- 
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JiDtojlerai)le9 caonot I coff fi<ier how dreadful it 
will be ogc.P^y to,be everjialtingly fliut out froin 
ji;^^eDJpyp^t of /tl)at Lj^ljt which refrcihes the 
.^Spnl^and 3pdies of gloried ^^vA% for ^ever, and 
tpibetbriaitifijtpa diAnal Prifpi), whence! muft 
cpine opt no Q)pfe till I h^yef^aji^ theiitcermoft 
Farthii^g? Why |bpi|ld not my yoderlWding 
ferve metocpnlldeir thepne ^ well as the other? 
^pirit\ial things ^ne the moil adequate and moft 
pr^ifxer Objej^s g^ my ynderftanding. They 
^(? the prcj>er Fjiel for -tlvit Fkme that cheriijies 
a^Mi^tfeedjS it^ ao^^^kes it rife, gnd foar to Hea- 
vpn. Whjitever cpocerns Proyifion for4:he flefhs 
or ilfAs preient Life^ is but a Secondary ObjeA, 
JBpr.eby Favouf ^9d Permiffipa thanby Defign. 
Fox God'$ Pf^gpin givirig ^sUnderlt^BdingSy 
wasihi^t theyg^ght beHe<j?pwles of i^iritual 
Truth?, ^tpre-rhpA|fes flf Joyifible T;-e^f«ires. 
.Cop^rivawpgshpw-^veiiiayget pur bodily Wapts 
^4 l^eceflfities fijf^pUed, for pught I k.^ w, may 
hp perforjojied aiid ordered by Seqfe alofle, with- 
out Re^fppy without this fti^lime Faculty of \Ju^ 
derl^andingj as ^e fee in Beails aind igno^r 
^niip^ls, wbich bej^g-StrangcfSto this Brivilggp^ 
and |(J^re^ed pi)ly by Sepfe, fijirniih qhen>felws 
witb NejQ^eflTajpi^Sj Copyenie.ncjeiS, aiid Super- 
fluities : (^omh^-^pf^PHS^ 

fierp fir ^i^j fxmMk h^r MPAtmh^JSm- 

jm^r^ m4i^Mmh kerJ^^^^iiff p^Jiftf^. 

Prpy. 6. ^^7, ^,. , i L 

gut vhat will ppj I^LptMiffiPttlfi if «^^^ 

,,aip wiwiJkliM tpAQ wlwt ^y .&quW Wow 
;wovJl4 tipjifesbeiiftilrl BoWiWosldihel^ifild 

be^ 
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befowed? How would Harvefthe brongbt io» 
if Carpenters and Husbandmen ihould pretend 
diiEculty? If Men will beDroans, e^Qufesu^ 
foon found out. Our Underilandings are quick 
enough to light uponevafious, and jfoever kioew 
any burner whofe Wits would nojt ferve hitfk to 
reaibn himfelf out of a known Duty. And of 
this nature is thepreteqce of H^dmip Men al* 
ledge. A od who fees not that this is put A ihift 
to iatisfie their Cpofciences, that (hey may not 
twitch them for tbeQmiifion^ and jthey mud: 
have fome plea leaft they fhould fin lpare-fac'd> 
and feem to affront God without cauiie or infti- 
gation. And indeed tl^s plea is a t^ue Aroak 
of the Devil ; for though the wa^ t9.Deftrttdi- 
cm be far more craggy, and infinitely fuller qf 
Precipices^^an the way to Life, (witnefs Mqns 
breaking thj^PPgh Infamy, the hatred of their 
Friends, ^difoleafure of their Relations, jthe 
fences of Modefiy, the fcorn of Angels, the in- 
dignation of a confuming Fire, to get at Sin ; 
witnefs the venturing ibmetimes their Fortunes, 
fometiniestheir Lives, fometimes their Reputia- 
tion, fometimes the mine of their Families tp 
pleafe the]>evil ;) yet the broad-'W^y bejypg 
down, whereas the iirut is np tjhe Hiil, his 
p^rinafiQn prevails the (boner, that the former 
IS infinitely more facile and ea^ ; ^d thus he 
ai^perfqs j^Hod ^eks to crack the Credit pf jthfs 

fpaiJefs.Viriiii,Coj»fideration,thpJpyofAngfiJ?» 
tneFinvy of Devils, ^QSr^mg pf Go4 ; aftd 
t^greaf Ladder wi^rfit^y M«vn n^ clif^b^ 
Heaven, , gnd hard ijt.nwiibf, ^bpi^nptiimg 

be moms eafie,;' 'tis » thing pPFA^fclp, ♦nd is .al- 
ways 
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ways to be had j it's always in feafon, always at 
hand, always within call, no burthen in a Jour- 
ney^ no load in a Voyage, Men may carry it 
with them where-ever they go ; when they are 
travelling, when theyftay at home ; in company, 
and out of company ; when they are walking, 
when they are fitting down ; when they go to 
bed, when they rife; they need not run beyond 
Sea to fetch it, nor revolve many Books to be 
Matters of it; they need not fail to the j^nti- 
fodes to compafs it, nor dig under ground to 
find it ; they need not ranlack the Indies to 
inrich themfelves with it, nor venture Ship- 
wrack to bring it home ; they need not fell 
Lands and Houfes to purchafe it; nor run the 
hazard of Sword and Fire tofecureit ; they need 
not clamt)er Mountains to poiTefs it, nor wade 
through Rivers to inherit it ; They carry this 
Treafure in rheir Hearts, and it mutt be iilere 
fluggifhnefs if they let it lie there and make no 
life of it. The Fire is hid under the Afhes, and 
they need but ttir it, and blow it, and it will foon 
flame out ; and God hath made the Duty fo eafie 
on purpofe that Men might not be deluded by 
the Devil into a belief of its impoflibility.Strange 
flupidity ! they do not think it hardf to carry 
Talenti of Lead, or Mountains of Sin on 
their Backs, and yet they think Confideratibn 
hard ; even that Confideration which like a 
faithful Friend, woujd tell them how to be rid 
of that heavy load they bear, a load which would 
immediately fink them into Hell, b\it that the 
Devil puts under his flioulder, and helps them 
to carry it, and fo they feel it not. They do 

ROt 
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not think it hard to dig into Hell, and yet thev 
think Coniideration hard, which woold ceacn 
them a way how to quench that fire.They do not 
think it hard to be oppreiTed by a moft bloody 
Uftirper,and yet they think Confideration hard^ 
which would fhow them how they might ihake 
ofiTthat Yoke^which neither they nor their tj'ore* 
fathers were ever able to bear^ Look how labor 
rious thePrieftsof Baaitire in the Woribip oif 
their God 1 They cut themielves with Launcets 
till the Blood gum out upon them. They do noc 
think it hard to bleed, yet they think it hard to 
leave Fornication. The Idolaters, //r44. ix, 13^ 
fee what pains they take : The Smith with the 
Tongs both worketh in the Cosls^ MnJfitfi>idnetb it 
with hammer Sy and worketh it with the firiength 
pf bis Jtrms i yeoybe is huMgry^and bisftren^b 
faileth \ he drinks no wattr, and is fdint, Thi 
Carfent^ ftretcbetb out bis Ruie, be mdrietb i} 
outtvitbaLinetbeJlttefbit out with T/aiusi be 
marketbit out with the ComfAptt and maketh it 
4tfter the figure of a MitUy aceording to the besui^ 
of a MoMs that it mojf remain in theHoufs. This 
they do not think hard, yet think Self-dc;niaiihi| 
beloved Pailion hard ; a true Emblem of all un- 
converted Sinners in general. They do not think 
it hard to obey every little Slavey every filly 
LjUfi, every coinmon Soldier in that Camp; of 
which themfelves might b« the Generals } and 
yet they think Confideratioh hard, whic^ wotild 
free them from that Tyranny^ and^ acquaint tljiemi 
with a way how they mig^t be Kings and Pnefts 
tinto God, and ihiiie as the Stars in the Firma« 
iDcnt for ever. ■ . , 
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OMen unwife, and flow of Heart tobefieve 
all that the Prophets have fpoken ; you that have 
courage to meet an Army in the Field, wd, to 
ufe Job\ expreiHoDy have confidence to laugh at 
the glittering fpear andtheJhield^]ob J9*X3. Yoo 
that have courage to plow the Sea, to face a 
Cannon, to mock aihower of Arrows, to ftand a 
VoUy of Shot, to fight Duels, to expofe your 
Lives, to lay Siege to a Fort, to endure the noife 
ef Guns, to hear the clafliiBg <^ Swords, to lie 
on (he cold ground many nights together, or to 
have an Arm or Leg cut off to preferve the 
fotmder parts of your Bodies ; You that have 
Courage to do all this, and do not think it hard, 
ihaU you think Confideratton hard ? Even that 
Connderatipn, that would OMike you live like 
Men, and ifree you from the ruhbifk the lapfed 
poflerity of Adam lies grpaninff under: Voo 
that 4o things every day alnofl much kti^r, 
and much more difficuk than Confideration is» 
will you fcruple that which may be perform'd 
with greater eafe, and which you are more olv 
lig'd to,^ than adventuring on the Dangers I 
mentioned? 

II. Impediment. 

tl. t^o^eoftheWorid^ Mud beh^ ctmtiimaiy 
tm^hyed abouf fenjkal obje&s, Tnis is another 
Impediment of Cohfideration* And indeed we 
need not wonder to fee Men aegk^fnt ndcare- 
leftbf t&ls great and neceiliu^y Work) wben tbe 
World takes up their Hearts, and ea^olles their 
Afie^ions } when we fee how att cbeir Hots, 

Deiignsy 
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tk&gnSf GonfrirVaoces, DeGres dre for the 
WcHrld^ and when theymmd anlj flejhythings^ 
as the ApoHle phvafes it^ ThiL 3. 19. This was 
well expieffed by the ancient Parable, in which 
a Travelkr is reprefented fleeing from the 
fiercenefs and rage of an Unicorn, but as he 
flees» he faUs iaco a Pit, and rolling down, lays 
hold Oil the bough of a Tree, and now thinks 
himfelf fecure from all danger, fiut as he looks 
abcmt, he beholds two Moles corroding the 
root of the Tree he holds by^ and underneath 
him a Dragon fpitting fire^ and threatning to 
devour him ; and cm both fides of him four ber« 
peats hi^g ; and in the tnidltof all this danger, 
fome Honey trtcklingdown from the Tree^ with 
the fweetnefs of which^ and agreeablenefs to 
his Palate, he is fo taken and raviih'd, that he 
forgets his Fearsj and rejoyces, though fur-« 
rounded with fo many implacable Enemies* 
The Unicorn is Death, the Pit is the World, 
the Tree Man's Life, the two Moles Day and 
Night, the four Serpents the four Elements 
Man is compofed of^ the Dragon is the Devils 
and the Honey Voluptubufnefs, or thei fweet^ 
nefs and deaf u res of the World* 

What 1 mean by the World none can be ig^ 
norant of, that hath either read what wife Men 
have Written concerning it^ or hath heard the 
word of the Gofpel fdunding in his £ars« For 
iiideed it's not the leaft part of our Commiflion 
to dehor c and difTaade Men from fixing their 
Afie^tions on thefe fublunary Objeds, aid but 
that continual inculcating of the famt thing 
t¥ould make our Auditors baufeate the molt 
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wholefome LefTons, we could not do them 
greater fervice than by making fuch Dehorta- 
tions the perpetual Subjeft of our Sermons. 

All that is in the World, is the luft oftheflejh^ 
and the luft of the eyesj and the pride of life^ 
faith the great Divine, i Joh. x. i6. Whatever 
outward objeft fervcs to gratifie Senfe, what- 
ever here below is moft commonly defired and 
lulled after, whatever makes for fatisfadion of 
the flefli, or of our fenfual appetite, all is com- 
prehended under this name. 

And indeed it is with thefe worldly comforts, 
as it is with the Garden of Eden ; fome are for 
food, fome for trial; fome to keep our Bodies 
ferviccable to our Souls ; fome to prove our 
Souls, whether they'll reft on thefe broken 
Reed?, or feek Reft and Acquiefcence in him 
that is the Creator of all. And accordingly the 
Almighty thought fit to limit the ufe of thefe 
terreftrial Felicities, and to fignifie in his Word, 
that his intent in giving them, was, that they 
ihould be our Servants, not our Matters ; that he 
defigned them as Advantages to us, not hind- 
rancesy in admiring and adoring the immenfe 
Goodnefs and Bounty of God ; that he appoint- 
ed them for our ufe no farther than they would 
ferve to promote his Glory, and the Eternal 
Felicity of our immortal Souls. This the Saints 
of old UDderftood,who therefore were very fpa- 
tring in the ufe of thefe outward Comforts, for 
fear of being deluded by them into Fondnefs : 
Nay, fome fo di:eaded falling in love with thefe 
AlleAives, that they did totally deny themfelvcs 
in the ttfe of them^ as St. John the Baptijf^ who 
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liad no Honfe but the Defart) no Chamber bat 
the bole of a Rock ; he fo wed not, neither did 
he r^ap, neither gather into Barns ; he ufed no 
Wine, no Table, no delicious Coach, no Bed 
made of the fofceil Plumes ; his Form, his Ta* 
ble,and his Bed-chamber were the cold Ground. 
His Wild-Fowl was Locufts, his Cake wild Hor 
ney, the rich Cup he drank in, the Hollow of 
his Hand, and his Winewas Water of theneigh-i* 
bearing Brook. He cook notice indeed of the 
Creator's Wifdom in thefe outward Objefts, 
but was afraid to put them in his Bofom, for 
fear, like Snakes warm'd by his vital Heat, they 
ihould fling him into an Epidemical Sicknefs, 
But here we find Men generally 11 ve the reverfe 
of God's Defisns and Intentions, and inftead of 
ufing thefe viable Comforts in order to a grea^ 
ter end, they make that their Home which was 
inteqded only for their Inn, and are for ereding 
Tabernacles to dwell there, which God defign^ 
ed only as a Thorowfare. 

And to this unhappinefs, prepoflerous Edu^ 
cation, which moft Men are fubjedi to, doth 
very mach contribute. For whereas we (hould 
be educated into Reafon, and a right appre- 
henfion of things, we are ufualiy educated in- 
to Senfe and Deceptions ; and thofe that have 
the Care of u$, and (hould teach us Self-denial 
in thefe outward things, and by that means en- 
gage our Souls to fix on nobler Objeds, do conx^ 
monly prefent us with nothing but fenfual Sa- 
tisfaaions. All their Difcourfes to us are of thq 
World, and of the Magnificence, Greatnefs, 
Splendqr, a^nd H^viihing Afpei^s of thqfe outr 
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ward Gaities ; and the firft Principles they teftch 
us, are, how to ple^fe Seiife»«nd to pamper our 
Appetite ; and though now and then they teach 
US fome little Notions of Divinity, yet it is in 
foch a fenfual way, that it amounts to no mt>re 
than a Formality and Divertifement, and being 
ti thing that's taught by the bye, it makes Jittle 
or no Impreflion upon our Aflfedions. The 
firft thin^ we fholild be taught, ihould be Po^ 
verty in the midft of Plenty, and the Art of 
being contented without carnal eafe and £atif- 
faftion, of bearing Injuries and Reproaches, of 
doirg things contrary to our natural deiireS) and 
of defpifing all things that make for the pam« 
pering of the Flcsfli. We ihould be educated 
jnto a love of Sackcloth and Aflies, and doinj 
that which Flefli and Blood hath the gremtei 
averfion from. So the ancient Chrilliahs taught 
their Children, and that made them fuch excel- 
lent Saints ; but our firft Initrudlions are things 
of. a different nature. Thiis fine Coach, and 
ihofe rich Trappings. This curious Garden^i 
and that commodious Seat. This Necklace of 
Pearl, and that glittering EMamond. This 
French Di(h,and that pungent Sawce, This fflk 
Coat, and that velvet Cap, This Man's ftately 
Train, and the other's fplendid Retinue. This 
Man-s Feathers, and the other's cotily Vettr 
pient. Thefe are the things we are firft of dl 
inllrufted to gaze on, and to worfliip. 

But whatever difadvantages Men lie under 
Vpon the account of their fenfual EducatioUfOne 
ix'ould think, when they come to the full ufeof 
their Reafon, and are capable of underflanditig 
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tbe vanity, eiiiptuiefs,uncon(lancy of chefe low- 
erObjeds,aiia of apprehending chat they were 
only intended as Ladders, to raife them into 
contemplations of their great Benefador in 
Heaven, when they arrive to this ripenefs of 
underfianding, come put of their Apprentice- 
ihi|H fet up for themislves, become as it were 
their own \fafters,and 6nter upon the pofTeffion 
of that Eitate, which before was managed by 
others: One would think, I fay, they fhould then 
begin (as there is commonly ah alteration of 
our temper, upon the alteration of our condi- 
tiims ana fortunes) to redifie thofe fenfual prin- 
ciples, which their Nurfes and Tutors have led 
into them, and waih away the flains thofe fond 
Matters (as indeed Men may be kill'd by kind- 
nefife^ and, like that Oiympiau ViRor, be 
iUfled with Pofies) have unuickily imprinted 
on their Souls. 

Bnt alas ! there are fo very few, that having 
gone thus far, ^p, and attempt to captivate 
their Appetites to the obedience of Reaion and 
ReligjitHitf or feek to elevate their Souls above 
the ouDg and trouble of the World, according 
to the intent of their Maker ; that moft Men fink 
deeper and deqoerinto the gulph of fenfual Oq- 
Sxes^Qptn tbe Gates wider, make the Door lar- 
ger for fenfual Satisfadion to enter in ; nay, if it 
be modeft ^d loth to enter, compel it to come 
io,and give their Spirits an infufion of carnality 1 
water and keep warm the feed of Worldly In- 
clinations, and find out ways to increafe their 
Thirft; add heat to their fever, provoke their 
{enfoal Appetite to enlarge it felf as Hell, and 
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fearing they have not been fufficiently, or faith-r 
fully enough inftruded in the Enjoyment of thefe 
worldly Felicities, they try Experiments and 
Cpnclufions to find out new Satisfadions, and 
thus plunge themfelves int^ the main Sea, being 
^harmed by the Sun-Beatos playing and glitter- 
ing upon the Waters, and curling ofthe Waves ; 
lind the Impreflions which were made on the 
Wax when foft and tra6):able, remain when it is 
grown harder ; and now by a continual Hurry 
of worldly Cares and Bufinefles, which they 
tre content to admit of, they make their Souls 
the leaft Ob jeft of their Solicitude : And were 
they asked as that prophane Duke> fThaf they 
think of Heaven Fii'slike they would anfwer ixi 
hi§ Language, orthinkfo, oracleailadasifthey 
thought fo, That they have fo much Bufinep 
bn Earthy that they cannot think of Heaven. 
iThus tbeir Spirits become Flefli, and their 
Souls turn ro Earth as well as their Bodies. And 
the Tinfliireof Carnality in them is fo ftrong^ 
that like petrefying Waters, which turn all things 
thrown into them into Stone, or a lapideoui 
Subilance, it makes all the Thoughts that comb 
into their Minds fubferviem to their worldly In- 
tereft. 

^ Whence it comes to pafs that their Minds be- 
ing altogether ferifual, impregnated with worldly 
Cares and Satis£^(Riqns, and all their' Faculties 
imployed in contriving how to get agreat^r fliare 
of Earth than they have already, or at leaft to 
keep and preferve what they havej> there is no 
to6m for this Confideration of their Spiritual E^ 
ilate or Condition. They hearken to nothing 
' ' with 
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vith any Zeal, or Attention, or Life, thst doth 
aot carry either fome worldly Profit or Pleafnre 
with it ; and that which charms or wins them, 
firaft be theMufick of temporal Intereft. As the 
Wolf in the Fable, being fenc to School to learn 
to Spell, could make nothing of all that wasfaid 
to him bat Sheef. His Mind ftill ran upon that, 
and confeqaently was hardned againft all other 
Saggefiions. 

Coniideration how they (hall be faved here* 
after ! there is no Lands to be bought with ir, 
no Manors to be purchafed, no Houfes to be 
built, no Countries to be conquered, no Ho- 
nours to be got by it. It brings m no Riches, it 
fills not their Coners with Gold and Silver, it 
doth not give them Refped and Credit with 
Princes and Men of Quality ; it doth not cover 
their Tables with^Dainties and Delicacies,it doth 
not fumifh them with Portions for their Chil* 
dren ; it doth not feed their Bellies, nor put 
them into a Condition to lie on Beds of Ivory, 
or to be clad, like Dives^ with Silk and Purple t 
it doth not maintain their great Retinue, nor 
prefent them with foft Airs ; it doth not pro^ 
vide for their Families, nor keep up their Pomp 
and Grandeur : Were it fuch a powerful thing 
as the ThiloJbfi^hers^Stone\%i^\ta to be, and did 
it enable them to turn their Iron in to Gold, and 
did it make their Trade to flouriifa, and did it 
make their Garners full, affording all manner of 
Store, and caufe fuch Fruitfulnefs timong their 
Flocksy that their Sheep might bring fart a thou^ 
/andsandten thoufunds in their Streets ; Did it 
raife them ^o the Power of Senacherik^ to th^ 
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MipARcence oi NehicbadMiztMfi (bthePlci- 
Ibres of Sokmn $ did it prooiifd a t^ttgdosii tmd 
wh^fper in their Ears that they ihould enjoy Eafe 
^d Plenty % without all perad venture, notl^ag 
ftottldhavefomiich of their Care or Hearts^ as 
C(miideiration of their Ways: But havingnone 
of thefe Baits and their Hearts being iBx'd oa 
the WorI4> they can find no Hme for thisEx-* 
ercife. As well may a Worm take pleafnre id 
the Soond of a Fiddle, or a Horfe delight in 
Arithmetick, or an Ox direfc himfeJf with the 
fight of ft weU'Order'd Army« as fuch Men fee 
lime apart iot their RecoUedion ; and what-* 
ever Pregnancy there may be in the Motives a 
jttdicioBsPerfon dothalledge, they cannot tt- 
tend fncb Motions. 

Cannot, did Ifay ? They will not aUow thctn* 
fdvesllmetoretireand confider that they have 
ftidilhingsasdotils, ortbatthefeSoobare^pa- 
bleof Pnntfiinientand Gioity, when they ihakfe 
Hands with their old Companifins tbdr Modie^ 
They think that ttmemif^ibent that isbcliow'cl 
HfKm CtmfideraticKi of another World,and what 
Mimiies or Hears are taken from their ikftly 
Satis&dKons, or from profecutingtbeir wcnrkUy 
Concerns, they look npcra as fiongaWay. 

By worldly Concerns, I do not oAHr mean 
BttfocjB^ wliicb an Ef late, «r Trade, or Tiimly, 
OrOiHce, orfenfoall^eaforescaofe, butBofi- 
sefs of Sf tidy and Learnii^ too; and one may 
bea$ mtich taken np with his Stody, as another 
is with Ins Trade, and confe^i^ntly be vefy 
loth to allow any Time forl^ Coimd^ritioii 
we fpeak of. To be findiott^ alid yet inconfi-; 
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(lerftte, impfies no Contndidiont and « Man 
auy contemplate Goel> and Heaven, and the 
whole Greaticn, and yet not comeioplatecheiii 
in order to a holy Preparation for another Li fe^ 
or with an Intent tomortifie his Sins and Cor* 
nifKions, and to imitate God in Holinefs, with* 
oat wluch it cannot be Gonfideration { and the 
beft Name we can g^ve it, is an empty Specula- 
tion : So that a fpiritnal Meditation may be but 
a worldly Bufinefs, if that which puts me upon 
it, be my Profeflion whereby I get a Lively^ 
hood ; ir that which makes me fludy and me- 
ditate, be temporal Profit, or Honour, or Ap- 
plaufe ; if it be not undertaken with an Intent 
CO edify m^ own Soul, as well as the Souls of 
others ; if it be done either to pleafe the Fancy, 
or to pleafe che gentle Reader, by publilhingit 
to the World. 

And indeed, where worldly Concerns fill all 
the Channels of the Soal, there can be but very 
littfe Employment for ferious Confideration. A 
continual hurry of Bufmefs (beds Darknefs upon 
the Soal, thnifts out that Eye whereby it fliould 
refled upon it felf, and makes it intent only on 
Things which tickle and f>leafe the Fleih ; and 
like Felix, When any Morions to ferious Confir 
deration arife, replies. Go thy way fir this Titne^ 
nndwben I have a convenient Seafon Iwili call. 
fortkecy Aftsx4.xf. This, as the ^«^A>»»tf»r 
did the Children of Ifrael^ keei>s Confideratioa 
in Captivity, and binds it up in Chains, that 
it can make no Sallies ; and if at any time i^ 
would go forth, like Jonathan, to take a view 
of the dreadful Army of the Vhiliftines, check$ 
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it, aoddrivesit backinto its Prifon again, where, 
like fome martial Prince, it lies coop'd up, and 
it$ Power and Valour remain unknown to the 
(Enemies, that were it loofe, would foon feel its 

Suicknefs and energy. It fares much with Con- 
deration as with that Prince's Invitation, Luke 
14. 16. worldly cares and bufinefTes, like thofe 
Gueits, when the Soul feels any fuggeilions or 
invitations to Confideration, are prefently ready 
with excufes, and a thoufand things are pretend* 
ed why they cannot come, or (loop to the gra- 
cious MeiTage or Vocation ; and thefe Briars and 
Thorns choke the good Seed that's thrown a- 
laong them. 

Thus Earth keeps out Heaven,and theWorld, 
like ihtttters of a Window, excludes the light 
that would irradiate the Room ; not but that 
the bufmefs of our worldly Callings may lawful- 
ly be performed and foUow'd ; and Men^ ought to 
work with labour J and travel night and day ^ ra- 
ther than be chargeable to others^ x Theff. 3. 8. 
But where the World is made a God, and fills 
Mens Minds as well as their Hands, and all the 
time that cao be ^ot, is fpept in imbracing and 
grafping of it, it's impoflible Confideration 
Uiouid find entertainment there; it's like a 
heartlefs Prayer, for that can be huddled up, 
apd requires not much time, and leaves them a$ 
worldly as it finds them, and doth not hinder 
or crofs thi^m in their fondnefs to the World, 
which they are afraid Confideratioq will dp. 
And indeed they guefs aright, for Confiderati- 
on, as Theodofius the Tatriarch of Conftsntino^ 
pie di4 the Emperor, when a Leffon out of th? 
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Bible againft Images was read, would pull them 
by the fleeve and fay, Hear^ Sir^ and obey. This 
would ihake their Love, make them unquiet in 
their Amours, and unfettle their Affedions, pull 
down that high efieem they have of the World, 
and make them fee that there is not that Beauty, 
that Glorjr, or that Happinefs in things below, 
which their fickly fancy dream'd of j it would 
ihew them that all thefe Gaudes are but a Pit 
covered with curious Flowers, where People 
may irrecoverably perifh, if taken with the trea- 
cherous Flowers they fmell to, and admire their 
Odour and Fragrancy. It would fliew them the 
vanity of heaping up Riches, when they know 
not who (hall inherit them ; and reprefent unto 
them the folly of flattering their Souls with an 
Ede^ bibe^ lude^ Soul take thine ea/e^ eatf drinks 
and be merry j thou haft much Good laid uf for 
many years. It would ihew them how falfe, how 
periihable all thefe outward Comforts are, and 
that they have fomething more than this deceit- 
ful World to look after. Confideration, like a 
faithful Counfellor, would undeceive them ia 
their fond Opinions of this treacherous Friend, 
difcover to them his bafe defigns, the mifchie^ 
he drives at under all his fmiles, the Serpent that 
lies under thofe green Herbs, and bid them be- 
ware of him. Confideration, like the honeft 
Jonathan^ Jer. 40. 14, if. who told Gedaliab 
that IJhmael was not the Man he took him for, 
would open the Cave, and ihew them the roar- 
ing Lion, and afiure them, that theBeaft is not 
fo harmlefs as they are apt to imagine, not fo 
fit to play with as its feeming fafenefs would 

make 



1 1 73&# Gr€0 Law tf 

woks tbem helkve. But fucb is the love (ik6jr 
bear to the Worlds tluu they are jeakras of all 
things that would fubvert their Levey and hat^ 
Confideration as an KBemy» because they are 
afraid it will difcompofe tho£e Imbsaces» and 
break the League betweea thetn axid thefe earth'> 
]y Satisfadions, and put their Hearts^ that He 
clofe to the Wmrldi out of their place, diipof> 
fefe theok of their earthly-mindedBe£^ asRi 
prompt them to Uy if p ia liore for thenfelves 
agoodi Foundation agjiiaft the time to come^and 
lay hold on Eternal Life. A ftrangie fondneft 
this ! which doch not only marry the Heart un- 
to ihe World, and makes them tw9, o»ejkJh§ 
but fends out fpies to watch againft all the ei^ 
deavours of thi& fiiithful, Monitor, iu». C&a£r 
deration) that it may bqi break the Match, or 
dHTolve the Bond, or make the Heart fenfible 
of its Adulteries. 

O God ! how is thy Similitude in Man de£k>: 
ced I How is that Glorious Image thou didft 
once ihed into his Breafli blotted and defiled! 
Is this the Man that received a boul to mind He^ 
Ten moft ? Is this the Man over whom thou didft 
:%read thy Skirts, whofe Nakednefs thou didil 
cover, and with whom thou didft enter into an 
everlailing.Covena&t ; whom thou dofi 4^^w by 
eordsi of Love,, whofe Soul thou duifi 'betroth 
HMtAtbee for ever inRighteoitJnefi^ and in Jitdg- 
metft, ma in Living- kindnefs^ and hk Mercies'^ 
HoC X(, ^. Is this the Man dbont whofe Csea- 
(ion thoudidflcoofulr, and about whofe Mike 
the Holy, BleiTedaod Glorious Trinity entered 
into ddibeutiofi ? Who would htre thaught that 

tbcr 
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\\tt FttouT xtfovid ever htve been for^tteob or 
that chia extraordintry way of ftormiog hioi 
would ever have been raz'd oqc of his Memory i 
Who would have thought that after this mark 



of God's Love, he would have loved any thing 
befides God, or who would have e2q)eded leK 
than his intire dedicating himfelf to his Maker 
after fuch unnfnalcare and indoilry of the Dei« 
ty ? Falfe treacheroos Man ! Is the W orld become 
his Mailer ? Is hi$ Servant become his Soveratgn i 
And is that which was intended for his Foot- 
fiool, become his Throne, whereon he braves 
all the meiTages of Grace and Pardon ? Shall fo 
gre«t a Soul be married to fo mean a Slave ? So 
great a Spirit joined to fo pitiful a VaiTal i And 
i^ (bat which was defig^d for him to tram- 

f\e <m 4nd defoife, d(Mnineer, and ufe him like t 
*rifooer, put Fetters about bis Feet, andlhackle 
hisSoul, that it may not return to that Husband 
(o whom it hath fwom fidelity, and promifed 
aUegtance and fiUDJedion ? Unh^>py Oreatnref 
igrt thou defign'd to judge the Apoftate Angels, 
«fKl dofi thou make thy felf their fport i They 
would dread thee, hadll thou courage to d&- 
tbe World* and doft thou make thy felf d^ 
. afcJe in their Eyes? They would fiUl at 
HsY Feet and be afraid* as they were at the fight 
of Jefus» and doft thoufuffet them to ride over 
thy Head i Bow twt tbonfitlFn from Ht0V.e9i O 
JMifffTtSonofthifmorumg? Aaathoiiitho hadft 
OQAfi pokier given thee to sfcemd info Hf^fth 
tnil» wiithoH^ a Metiqphor, to exalt tbfft Tbrome 
4k«v«fJiK Stari tfGoa, to f^/ienda^ovo the be^bt 
4(f Phe- GkMist and to be HM Utrnta tkt mJiH^b t 
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Howdrt tbou brought down to Hellt to tbefiiei 
oftbt 'Pit ? How *rt tboU cut dOwn to the 
Ground ? How is thy 'Pomp brought down to 
the Grave ? Ifa. 1 4. i x, ix, 1 3 « 

in. Impediment, 

m. VnwiUingne/ftopart with their Sins.TtAa 
certainly is the greateft Impediment of Gbn> 
fideration,and ttie chief cauie of Mens tie^led:* 
ing this moft ufefiiiwork. Their Confciencesi 
or thei r Hearts mifgive them,that Confideration 
will difcOvef the deformity and odiotlfnefs of 
their Vices, and will put them upon forfaking 
their darling Lufts ; they are afraid it wiU raife 
doubts andjealoufies in their Heads about their 
prefent condition,di(hirb them in their flttmber* 
difcompofe them in their Golden Dreams, drive 
them from their Softs and £afe, and make their 
Candle biuti dim and blue, which for the prefeot 
gives a very delightful fhine, and therefore tbey 
are loth to apply themfelves to it. Theylook 
tipoo it as four urapes that will fet their Teeth 
on edge, though in^ ^ood truth their Sins are 
thofe Tour Grapes which ftupifie their Reafon, 
their Minds, their Underilandin^, and their 
Will, defirov their Spiritual Appetite, andreo^ 
der the Breaa of Life infi|nd to them. 

I have heard of fome rude and ikvaee Indidn/9 
who being decently cloathed by our Merchants 
(for in their own Country it feems tbey knew 
no other Ornaments, but dung and gucs cv Beafls 
about their naked Bodies) and brought over 
into Englmfd, with an intent to civilise tbeou 



Consideration. 113 

and make them inflruments, upon their return, 
to teach their own Nation Modefty and Decen^ 
cy $ as they were walking about the ilreecs of 
London J and beholding the ftatelyHoufes that 
adorned that goodly City, they were obferv'd to 
iigh and groan, and to look very melancholy | 
thofe that tooknotice of them^ charitably belie- 
ved, that their dejeded looks were no other 
but Charaders of their mourning at their un-» 
happy Countrymen, who were ftratigers to 
fuch Edifices, fuch Pomp^ fuch Glory ^ fuch 
Plenty, fuch Magnificence and Gallantry. But 
being fent over into their own Country again, 
they quickly betrayed the reafon of their fighs, 
and foon diicovercxl that their melancholy was 
caufed by their being delivered from their nafli* 
nefsv and beaftly way of living : For they were no 
fooner come to (bore, but they tore off their, 
Cloaths with indignaiion, fell about the necks of 
their Countrymen with joy, and betook ttiem^ 
felvesto their Dung and Guts again, and in thefe 
ornaments they came triumphing to the Englijhk 
There cannot certainly be a fitter Emblem of bin 
where Men are enamoured with it* They de- 
light in their Flague-fores, rejoice in their 
W ornids and Bruifes, W ounds not bound uf^ nor 
moUifiedwith Oinment^ They are afraid of 
Piaiiters,. anddofodefireto be let alone in their 
mifery, that they are jealous of a Cure, and 
dread a Phyfician* Their Filth is fo pleafing 
to themf pheir Itch fo amiable^ that he that oN 
fers to free them from it, attempts tearing of^ 
their Bowels froin them, and that's it makes 
tbem afraid of Confideration^ 

1 
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For indeed) Confideration would Anttomize 
their Sin, (hew them the venom that's focead 
thtough every part ; ihew them who that God iSf 
whoprofeffes himfelf offended at it j fhew them^ 
that he who is provoked by it, is tb« God with- 
out whom they cannot be happy ; whom to for- 
fake, is to be miferable ; whom to adore, is to live 
in joy ; whom toferve, is to reign ; whom to fear, 
is to be quiet ; whom to know, is to be gloribiB ; 
Whom to love, is to leave all ; whom todefire^is' 
to be contented ;^^hoffi to follow,is to walk in the 
right way ; who breached into their Noftrils tire 
breath of Life, aftd gives them the Meat they ear^ 
the Drink they drink, and theQoaths they put 
on ; that hath the fame power over them, whfidi 
the Potter hath over his Veffel, md can creare 
and deftroy them at his pleafure ; that fit^on the 
circle of the Earth ; and before whoaei all Nations 
are as a drop of a Bucket, and are accounted at 
the ftoall dull of the Balance^ before whom they 
are nothing, yea,lefs than nothing, and vainty; 
from whom all their fpiritual and temporal Mer- 
cies do defcend ; without whom they could not 
be one moment out of Hell ; who is their beft, 
their greatdf, and moft conftant Benefadior; 
who lets his Sun ihine upon them, and his R^n 
dtop down on their Fields and Paihires; who 
fends his holy Angels to watxjh their fteps, and 
to keep them in their ways; who hears theHea-- 
veils for them, atid makes the Heavens hebir the 
1Earth,and the Earth to bear the Dom, the Wine, 
aftd the Oil, and commands all thefe to relieve 
them ; who preferyes them from danger, nre- 
vents their being hurt, and charges all the£ie- 

ments 
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)nent$ to fpare thetn ; who keeps them by his Pro4 
ridencje,fupports them by his Wifdom,prote(S$ 
them l^y his jrower^ and thinks nothing too good 
fox thenif if thjey will but approve ihemfelvcs 
obedient Children^ and live like Perfons whp 
are ienfiUe of the obligations of the Highefl. 
Coniideration would let them feej that this 
God whocoqld undothem^i wooes them toRe« 
pe^maiice, ^idhe thatcould^ zs Gideof$ did th^ 
JPf inces of Succpth^ tear their Flefli with thorns 
zn4 bryears.pjf the Wildernefs, befeeches them 
not to Itay in Sodom ; and he that couldi as T^avid 
tli4 (^ .^mQnites^ put them under Saws, and 
nrider Harrows pf Iron^and under Axes oflrdn^ 
Ipe^ks to tt^ena to Turns as a Man fpeaks to his 
Friend ; apd th^t there is nothing in the World 
CqFodha^esfnpre than Sin; and that this is it his 
Spfil abhors^ being Holinefs it felf, and of infinite 
Purity. Oqnfideration would let them fee, that 
their Sincpntrouls the Will and Wifdom of 
th^ 'God, yii^ho feeds them ; fets up Laws of his 
DWp ipakipgi ,in oppofition to thofe Commands, 
which the holy Angels dare not mention with- 
out trembling. This would let them fee thq 
Majefty and Glory of that God whopi they 
do ?firont ; a God who charges his Angels with 
Fplly, ^nd on whofe Brightnefs thofe blefled 
Mjipifiers cannot look, without covering their 
F^es wjith their Wings, and crying out in a- 
x^azement, Hotj^holy^olyj Lord God of Hojjs. 
A God who covers himfelf with Light, as with 
a Garment ; who ftretches out the Heaven? 
like a Curtain} who lays the beams of hip 
chambers in the ix^aters ; whqmakes th^ Clouds 
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his Chariots, who walketh on the wings of the 
SVind, who maketh his Angels Spirits, and his 
Minitters a flaming Fire* Lift up your Eyes 
on high, and behold who hath created thefe 
things, thatbringeth out their Hoft by number, 
he calls them all by their Names, by the Great- 
liefs of his Might. 

Confideration would reprefent to them the 
various Mercies and Opportunities they do 
jQight, and how hard it will be for them to 
kick againfl the Pricks ; this would ihew them 
what refilling their own Mercies means, and 
what fighting againfl their own Happinefs im- 
ports; how Blelfings (lighted will turn to a 
Curfe, and Mercies abufed will aggravate their 
Guilt ; how Itubbornnefs makes God weary 
of fhewing Mercy ; and refufing to come in 
while the Gates are open, provokes the Mailer 
of the Houfe to protelt. That the invited Guefts 
Ihall never tafl:eof hisbupper: How Opportuni- 
ties of being ferious,if neglefted, may befnatch'd 
away, and the Scepter of Grace, if looked upon 
with contempc and fcorn, may never be ftretch-^ 
ed forth again. 

Confideration would let them fee what grief 
their Sins docaufe in Heaven ; how they make 
the Eternal God complain ; how lo'athfom, how 
abominable they make them in the fight of God, 
dnd how they ireafureupunto the owners wrath 
againfl the day of Wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous Judgment of God* This would fliew 
Chrift Jelus on the Crofs ; How that Beauty 
bleeds, how that Monarch fighs, how that Con- 
queror gtoans, how heavy, how dej^fted, how 

dif- 
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difconfolate Sin makes htoit how deep be drinks 
oftheCup of Trembling and Attonifliment, and 
what ex^uifite Anguifh the Sins of Mankind 
caufe i n him ; how Sin puts hi m to infini tel y great- 
er Pains, than the Rack or Gibber, or a fiery Fur- 
nace, or the Wheel; and makes him feel ten thou- 
fand times greater Torment than the Malefa- 
ftors felt which were crucified with him : this 
would befpeak them in the Language of the 
Prophets, Ijf^ho is this that comes from Edom, 
^with d^ed Garments from \^oh^\\^. JVherefore 
is he red in his Afparel^ and the Garments like 
him that treads in the Wine fatl Ifa. 63. i, i. 
This would fliow them, that the Blood which 
trickled down from that Sacred Head, trrckled 
down upon the account of their Follies and 
Tranfgreflions; that their Oaths, and Curfes, and 
Blafphemies, were the Thorns that pricked h|s 
Head ; that their Lafcivioufnefs, and Fornica- 
tions, and Adulteries, were the Spears that open* 
ed his Side ; that their boldnefs in Sinning, their 
Kefolutions to be Damned, made the Tears gu(h 
from his Eyes; that their Hatred, their Malice, 
their Envy, their revengeful Dcfires, were the 
Hands that did buffet him ; that their Covetouf- 
nefs, and Worldly-mindednefs, and negleft of 
their Duty towards God and Man, were the 
H^ods that fmotQ him ; that their evil Tnoughts, 
and idle Words, and extravagant Adions, were 
the Furies that fpit into his Face; that their Per^t 
fidioufnefs, their Treacheries, their Hypocrifies, 
were the Nails that were ftruck through his 
Hands and Feet; and that their labouring after 
H^llj their Endeavours to be roif?rable, th^ir 

I 3 conn 
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contempt of the Goodnefs of God, made him 
fweat drops of Blood in the Garden of Gethfi^ 
mane ; that their Delight in abufing God, and 
in trampling on his Laws, was that which made 
him fliriek out to the Amazement of Heaven and 
Earth, MyGod^ tnyGod^ why haft thou for Jaken 
pge; That the heat of their Lufts was the Caufe 
of his Drought, and proved the Gall and Vine- 
gar that was given him to drink ; that their fin* 
ful Lives If iird him ; and their deadnefs in Duty 
jnurther*d him ; that their Impatience and Un- 
belief haled him to the Crofs ; and their Impeni* 
tence was the Caufe of that purple Flood, Which 
the Angels, for the Rarity and Strangenefs of it, 
defcended from Heaven to behold. 

Confideration would lay before them all the 
Curfesof the Law, the Terror, theConfump- 
tion, the Sorrow of Heart, the Anguifh that at- 
tends Sin in the end; the Troubles of Confciebce 
it will raife e'er long, the Frights, the Difquiet 
it will produce; how it dittrafted Francis Sfira^ 
how it difquieted Richard the Third ; how ic 
fiifcompofed King Sauly and better Men than 
thefe ; how it bowed down Havid^ and made 
him.go mourning all the Day long, and roar for 
thedifquietnefs of his Heart; how it made the 
Publican blufli, afraid to lift up his Eyes to Hea- 
ven ; how it made him buffet his Breaft, and rea-^ 
dy to pluck the Hair from his Head. This 
iSvo'uld reprefent to them the Flames that T)ives 
felt, and made the Wretch cry out for a drop of 
\Vater tocool his burning Tongue. This would 
fliew them what Blacknefs Sin doth caft on their 
yaderibndings, and that their being baptized 

into 
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into the Chriftian Faith, doth fignifle little, ex«- 
cept they leave their i^ins; ami that they do 
name the Name of Chrift in vain, without 
they depart from Iniquity. This would (hew 
them their Error in flattering themfelves with 
the Hopes of God's Mercy, and demonllrate 
to them how ridiculous it is to believe that 
God will pardon them, becaule they pardon 
themfelves; or, that he wiU forgive them, be- 
iraufe they are loth to fuffer. This would fhew 
diem that God fees and hears them, and will 
judge them, and fet their Tranfgreflions in order 
tsefore them for all thefeeming delay of his Ven- 
geance. 

Confideration would difcover to them the 
Pardon and Reconciliation they mufl go with- 
out, if they do not fpeedily return ; the Blef- 
fings they deprive themfelves of, the Comforts 
they bid Defiance to, the Light, the Favour 
of God, and the Mercy of Chrift Jefus they 
muft for ever want; and be dellitute of, if 
they fly not into his Arms with the greateli: 
Expedition and Alacrity. This would tell 
them, that if they make light of Salvation, it 
will be with them, as with one who hath been 
in want for a long Time, and that Day fome 
great Eftate falls to him, he dies, and muft 
not enjoy it ; or, as wich a Man dellitute of 
daily Food, who is brought into a Room, where 
are the moll delicate Difhes, the greareft Dain- 
ties, the moft nourifliing Meat, the molt pala- 
table lefties, and yet muft touch none of them, 
but «o away Empty and Hiingry, and ftarve 
in the midft of all that Plenty. This would 

I 4 ^S&^- 
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aggravate their Sins, make them appear in theit 
proper Colours^ and Aiew that they are np 
bet ter than Cockatrice EggSi and Spiderii Webs^ 
Have you not feen che crafty Spider weave a 
JJet, and then lie in Ambufht till the filly Fly> 
dazfed perhaps with the Curiofity of the Net, 
haften$ to thofe unhappy Labyrinths ; hut while 
ihe is fporting her lelf in thofe Chambers of 
Death) out comes the Murderer, and leads the 
Captive Wretch inTriumph home. Cpnfidprar 
tion would fhew them, that thus it is with Sin; 
and that with much fair Speech, as that Harlqt, 
fProv. 7. 21, zz, 23. it caufe^ the Sinner ioyieldi 
with the flattering of her Lips Jhe forces him. He 
goes lifter her ftraightway^ as nn Ox goes to the 
(Slaughter J or a Fool to the Correfiion of the 
Stocks: till al^ art fir ike through his Liver ^ as 
Bird haft ens to the.Snarf^ npt knowing that if 
is for his Life. 

Thib Kindnefs Confideration would do them. 
Tbusand thqsit woqld tell theiq; and this is it 
IVlen are afraid of, and therefore care not for en- 
tertaining it. Their Sins afford them prefent Sa- 
(isfadion, andthePleafuretheypromifeis brisjc 
and lufty on their Fancies; their Body feels iC) 
their Eyes fee it, their Ears hear ir, their Tongue 
tallesit, it ticklesall their Senfes, it makes them 
merry and jovial, and makes their Blood frisk 
find d^nce in their Veins. It makes them forget 
thdr Sorrows, and puts the evil Day far from 
them. Ic is an Opiate that takes away all Senfp 
and Fear, and they are not afraid, though fur- 
rounded wiih the greatell danger; it makesthem 
iing on a Precipice, and laugh while the Hpu(e 

cracks, 
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{Tracks, and is ready to fall on their heads. I( 
makes them drunk, and confequently infenfible 
of all thofe dreadful things which the Prophets 
and Apofllesof God have fpokeof;perfealyof 
the Temper of Nero^ who plays while Rome is 
burning, and makes merry while the fmoke of 
the City goes up to Heaven. Frequent Con- 
verfe and long Acquaintance hath made their 
Friendfhip with Sin inviolable. And though it 
is really the greateft Evil, and the Caufe of all 
Evils in the World ; though it murders while 
it laughs, and poifons while it fmiles and crin*- 
ges ; though it is fo mercilefs, that not content- 
ed to kill the Body, it attempts the Soul too; 
yet having like the Prophet's Ewe-lamb, xJ^iki. 
IX. 3. been nouriihed and kept by its owners 
for many years, and being grown up together 
with them, ^nd having eaten of their Meats» 
and drank of their Cup, and lain in their Bo- 
foms, and been to them as a Child, the fondnefs 
is grown fo great, that nothing can make them 
willing to part with it. Hence it is, that.Con- 
fideration is looked upon as a fawcy, ill-bredy 
^nmaDnerly MeiTenger, that would part the 
^eareft Friends, divide Sin from their Souls, 
and caufe a Civil War in their Bowels, deilroy 
the reigning Power of Vice, attempt its ftrong 
Holds, and llorm its Fortifications. They lie 
. encircled in its A.rms ; and though they hang 
all this while over Hell-fire by a twined thread; 
though God all this while fhakes his Rod over 
thein, and while thev hug the Sin, is preparinyg 
the Inftruments of t)eath, and whetting his 
Sword, and betiding his Bow, and making it 

^ ready; 
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ready ; yet it feems ftrch is tbe prefent Hearts- 
eafe Sin affords, fo fweet is the Sleep it yields, 
that Men care not for being awak'd by Confii- 
deration. Unhappy Qualification ! Doft thou 
come to thy Friend at Midnight, and knock, 
and ask him for three Loaves, and will not the 
Churl rife and give thee what thou wanteft, 
notwithftanding all thy Importunity ? Thofe 
three Loaves, what are they but the Under- 
(landing. Will and AfFedions of the foriom 
Sinner T and will he part with none of thefe 
to relieve thy neceffity, or rather to relieve his 
Dwn ? Thou only wanteft them to make him 
happjr, and doth he refufe to give thee materials 
to build him a lafting Houfe, which, like the 
evetlafling Hill, can never be moved ? 

We fliould wonder to fee a Man that's ready 
to ftarve for want of Food, refufe the Bread or 
Meat thac^s offered him ; and wonder to fee a 
ferfon that's ready to perilh with Cold, rejeft 
the Fire and Cloaching we have prepared for 
him ; and wonder to fee one who is blind, fcorn 
the Help of him that would certainly reftore 
tiim to his Sight ; and wonder to fee one who 
is fallen among Thieves and Robbers, make 
light of the Amftance of a Prince, who offers 
to refcue him out of their Hands. And doft 
not thou wonder, O my Soul, at the infuffera- 
i>le Stupidity of Sinful Men^ that enticed with 
i*he Milk and Butter fwimming in a Lordly 
Difli, enter into a Tent, where ihey will cer- 
tainly meet with a Nail and Hammer, and yet 
are afraid of that which would affuredly pre- 
vent their being pierced and ftricken through 

their 
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their Temples ? mourn over them, lament their 
Wretchednefs, grieve for them that will not 
grieve for themfelves ; call fot Rivers of Tt ars, 
wifh for a Fountain of Water. Behold, Sin 
hath blinded them : Confideration would open 
their Eyes, but they love Darknefs better than 
Light. Sin transforms them into the Idols of 
the Heathen, and makes them that though they 
have Eyes, yet they fee not ; Ears, yet tliey 
hear not ; Hands, yet they handle not ; they 
fee not their own Good, they care not for 
hearing thofe Leflbns that would curb their in- 
ordinate Defires, they feel nothing of the Pow- 
er of God, and do not love to handle the Law. 
Sin doth expofe them naked to the Contempt 
and Scorn of God and his holy Angels, and 
they rejoyce under that Weight. Sin deprives 
them of the Bread of Life, and their Souls are 
ready to die for want of the hidden Manna, 
and they laugh under their Want and Mifery. 
What Changelings doth Sin make Men ! How 
doth it make them feed v^ith Swine upon Husks 
and Shells ! What Tyranny doth it exercife o- 
ver them, what a Ba^el doth it caufe in their 
Minds ! How doth it turn all upfide down ! 
How doth it confound, how doth it ruine all! 
How doth it tear their Hearts ! How doth it 
make the ways of Sion mourn ! How defolatt? 
doth it mal^e the Soul! What a Cage of un* 
clean Birds doth it make the inward Man ! How 
bafely doth it leave the Sinner in the Dark,in» 
fomuch that he cannot difcern Gold from Lead, 
Silver from Brafs, or Precious Stones from 
common Peebles, and counterfeit from folid 

WifdomI 
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Wifdom ! Lord ! hovir it doth unman them! 
how much below themfelves doth it make them 
live ! unto God and his Holy Angels they ap- 
pear perfeftly diftraded, as the poor Wretches 
in Bedlam feem to us ; only herein their Wretch- 
ednefs exceeds the others IVlifery,that they may 
be releafed of their Diftradednefs, and will 
not ; the other if they would, cannot ; the for- 
mer Deliration is voluntary, the other forced ; 
the former hath Malice in it, the other Weak- 
nefs only ; and whereas the latter challenges 
Pity and CompaiRon, the former deferves no- 
thing but Wrath and Indignation. 

IV. Impediment. 

IV. Ignorance of the Tleafure of Conjidera- 
tio»t is another Impediment. It's Ignorance of 
.the Price of Pearls, that makes the Ideot flight 
them. It's Ignorance of the Worth of Dia- 
monds, that makes the Fool chufe a Pebble 
before thcm^ It's Ignorance of the Satisfaftion 
Learning affords, that makes the Peafant defpife 
and laugh at it ; and we fee very ordinarily how 
Men tread and trample on thole Plants, which 
are the greatell Refloratives, becaufe they know 
not the Virtue of them, and the f^me may jufl- 
]y be afBrmed of Conflderation, the Reafon 
why Men meddle no more with ir, is, becaufe 
they are not acquainted with the Pleafantnefs 
of the Task. 

There is certainly fuch a thing as Pleafure of 
the ]V4ind, and all Delight confifteth not in fen- 
fual Saiisfa^ion. W? fe? with what Pleafurp 
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Men fpend their time in the fhidy of the Ma- 
thematicks ; theProfeiTors of it could live and 
die in thofe Studies, and deiire no greater Sg* 
tisfadion on this fide Heaven ; their Minds are 
fo pleafed with that Harmony, Symmetry, Or- 
der, Proportion they fpy in things, that they 
could diipenfe with the courfeft Diet, fo they 
might but have leave to enjoy that mental Plea- 
fure. None can be ignorant how the noble 
yircbimedes did even forget to eat his Bread, 
and would hardly allow his Body necefTary Re- 
frefhmenr, fo much was his Mind taken up 
with the Pleafure he took in his Angles and 
Circles! And of Tliny we read, that fuch was 
Che Delight he took in Learning, and enriching 
his Mind with Knowledge, that he fometimes 
negieded both his Food and Sleep ; fuch was 
the Content that "Demofthenes took in the Art 
of Speaking, that he cared not to what Tor- 
ment he put his Body, to make himfelf emi- 
nent in that Faculty. 

And indeed, if Knowledge be a Pleafure ; if to 
be acquainted with our felves be fatisfaftory; if 
to difcover the impoftures,fallhood,defigns and 
ambiifcades of a dangerous Enemy be delightful, 
Confideration mult needs be fo : For this gives 
us an infight into our Hearts ; lets us fee what 
we are, points at the Nets which are fpread for 
us, and manifefts the Temptations of the De- 
vil, which,like Lime-twigs, are deiign'd to catch 
us into Death and Ruine. That the Devil, or ra- 
ther his Emiflaries, the evil Spirits that are un- 
der his Power and Dominion, are daily walk- 
ing to and fro, and obferying our Adions, and 

Defigns, 
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DefignS) and Behaviour, the Company we con« 
yeife witb»l, the Circumftances we are undert 
our Ccmflitutioos, Complexions and Difpofiti^ 
ons, and feeking whoiQ they may devour, the 

HQly Ghofl hath made lb evident^and 
ulnJ^\ our Experience does fo. clearly de- 
^hl/'eW'. monftrate, that he that doubts of it 

muil be a Man that's altogether guid- 
ed by Senfe, and takes notice of thipgs no more 
than the Beads that periih ; thefe evil Spirits, 
whenever they tempt, they tempt with a De- 
iign to hurt ; they try Men to do Mifchief, and 
provoke them to fuch Anions as may pull down 
the Wrath of God upon th^ir Head$. And as 
the Inftrumencs or Eogiujes they m^ke ufe of 
in theif Temptations are various, fometimes 
Profperity, fometimes Adverfity ; fonietimes 
our own corrupted Hearts, giving them Ad- 
vantage to fpur us on to Sin $ fo the Temptati^- 
pns vary according to the feveral Degrees, and 
Conditions, and Tempers of Men: For 'tis cer- 
tain all Men will not be dra^'d or feduc'd into 
Hell the fame way; and a Temptation whic^i 
will fit one, will not fit another; ^ni a Motion 
which one will contentedly fwallow, will not 
go down with another ; feveral ConditntiOQS 
muft have feveral Sugg^itions, 4n4 accordinj 
fis Men change, the Temptation changes, an( 
the Devil takes other Meafures; Some abhor 
him in the Shape of a Lion, tp fych there- 
fore he is content to .^ome in Shieep^ Cloatji-* 
ing ; and they that do pQt like to jfee mm is the 
Pigure of a Goatj &s^\l behold him tntnsfbrm'd 
into^ao Angel 9S Ugh^ $q little doth he care 

what 
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Yfiiat pofture he afllunes, if he doth but prevail 
with the unprovUlent Pilgrim. They that are 
for a iHtter rotioo> fliall have a bitter Potion, and 
they that are for a fleeter Morfel, fhall have 
it fuited to their Palate, 7)4vid cannot be per* 
fuaded the fame way that Saulis wrought upouy 
and the Arguments which prevail with the for-- 
mer, are of no great force with the latter. Ta^l 
is oot tempted the fame way that Judss^ nor 
?e^fr the lame way that //^r^^. The Drunkards 
temptations differ from thofe of the Abftemious* 
and the Adulterers from the fugeeftions of him 
that's dull and phiegmatick) aod hath no incU* 
nations to Vices of that nature. Themelancho* 
iy Man is c^prefTed with imaginations different 
from thofe which the merry and jovial meets 
withal ; and we cannot fuppofe that the Prodis 
gal is tormented with the fame fuggeilions that 
the Covetous a6is by : 'Tis true, in the end all 
thefe Temptations agree, the intended end be** 
ing Deflrudion, and offending God ; but ilill 
they are of different kinds and complexions; 
and how pleafant muft it be to fee through all 
thefe wiles and devices of the Devil, a profped 
which Coniideration alone can aflford ! The 
skilful Gardener pleafes himfelf with the know- 
ledge of the beginning and end of the Maze or 
Labyrinth, which the Stranger that comes into 
the Garden lofes himfelf in. He fees the mif- 
guided fteps of the unwary Walker, and can 
tell where he muft tread, and in what order he 
XBuil go« and were he miftakes his Path, and 
wherein the Myftery lies, and by what means 
hemight eafUy extricate himfelf from that in^ 

chanted 
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chanted ground ; he beholds it and fmiles, fd 
Inuft he that by Coniideration can fe6 through 
all the Stratagems of the Prince of Darknefs- 
There are many temptations which feem to 
folicit to Good, when indeed they provoke to 
EviL When a Man who wallows in Sin and 
Uncleannefs is prompted to truft to God's nier-^ 
cy^ and to lay hold on the merits of Ghrift, and 
to apply himfelf to the comforts of the Gofpel j 
the things he is tempted to are good in them- 
felves, but the defign of the Temptation being 
to render the Sinner fecure and prefumptuous^ 
and cirelefs of a ferious life, it cannot but be a 
pleafure to any Man that's fenfible of his fpiri- 
tual Intereft, to difcover the cheat, and this 
difcovery is made by Cohfideration of the na^ 
ture, delignand tendency of the flattering mo* 
tion. Men are not only provoked to CommiSi* 
on of Sin, but too often to the negleft of their 
Duty towards God, and towards Man, And 
he that is not tempted to Murder, to Theft, 
to Adultery, to Fornication, to Contempt of 
his Parents, to bearing falfe Witnels againilhis 
Neighbour; is yet enticed to Idlenefs, to Flefh- 
pleafing, to negleft of Prayer, of Meditation, 
of Charity, of ^ Faith, of Hope^ of Confidence 
in God, of Zeal, of Fervency, of fpeakiog for 
Chritt, of vindicating his Honour when abufed, 
of improving his time to God's Glory^ and his 
own Eternal Good. 

; The young Man rejoices in his youth, and lets 
tiis heart cheer him in the days of hisyoutfa, and 
•walks in the way of his Heart, and in the fight 
of his Eyes, hates Gravity and §erioufnds9 and 
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admits of fach motions as thefe ; The Precepts 
of the Gofoel fure were not intended for me, 
who have Youth, Blood, and Spirit to fit me 
for Recreations: Can I think God would give 
me a defire to things, and not permit me to en- 
joy them ? Why ihould I believe he would tan- 
talize me, make me greedy after the pleafures 
of the Flefli, and reftrain me in the ufe of them ; 
let the Apples bob againft my Mouth, and for- 
bid me to eat of them ? Give me a raging hun- 
ger and thirft for things of this nature, and 
oblige me to flarve my Paffions ? I have heard 
young Saints make old Devils, and I believe it $ 
for when in their riper years they reflcft what 
time they have loft, and how they have fpenc 
that Age which was fitteft for Pleafure, in re- 
tired Devotion ; they cannot but turn prophane 
out of defpite, and ftrive to redeem the time 
they have mif-fpent in following the advice of 
melancholy Scholars. Religion is a thing fit oa<* 
ly for thofe who are either difcontented, or 
grown weary of the World ; for Men who caa 
fin no qiore, and whom age hath mortified inta 
forfaking of their Vices. Shall I forbear my 
Mirth, and amorous Songs, and witty Talk, my 
Raileries, and modiih Accompliments, for i 
know not what ? Shall I, in the midft of my Bed 
of Flowers, think of Death, and Judgment ? And 
in a Paradife meditate of Hell, and darken my 
fprightly apprehenfions,wi th f moak fetched from 
that fiery Furnace ? When the World and its Glo- 
ries fmile upon me, (hall I make a fuUen Face, and 
furrow thofe Cheeks with my Tears, which were 
form'd on purpofe to be warmed with thefofter 

K kiffes 
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kiiTes of the Fen^ale ^x? The M/sn n;^ bhck 
fpeak for their own Interefi, 9^4 Qo^ iu^i^Q i& 
kinder to Metit tha^ to give td^eq^ an ^pejtjlle 
to fenfual Satisfactions, a^d thei^. put ^ts; and 
Bridles in their Mouthy tq curb xjs^m. What 
need is there of this hai^? And \|(hy il;LO«JdI 
apply my felf to a R^igions \Ai% fe early^ wijea 
I have fome Focty^ Fifty, Threefcore Years 
before me^ a^d can IhaJ^e qS my fQ))ies. any 
time herewiter ? 

Thus the wea^k Youngfter pleads, and imbri- 
ces thefe motions a;s Cordials for his ficj^ly Pap- 
ons, as Elixirs for his heated Blood* Confide- 
ration would let him fees that th^fe Temptati^ 
ons are MeiTenger^ of the Devi^ threads tQ leadt 
him into Darknf is, into Captivity, into, perfe^. 
Slavery, and none but a Madn|aQ.coul4 forbear 
rejoicing at fp happy 9 dif<:overy. 

W hen the gray and hpa^y Heaid fTom^bi$ gi^eac 
Age infers the greatnefs^pr bis Gra<:es9^ and frons^ 
the multitude of his Years concludes the mul^ 
titude of his Vij^tUjes ; ilattei;^ hie^felf, that Go4 
k)ves him, becaufe hath h^d tittle or n^ afJ3if6ti-^ 
on in the World ; and froi9 hisjmgmnity hei^e, 
draws an argument to prove his impun^y he^cirf* 
ter,and fooths himfelf with God's Favoi^r upoti 
thisaccount^chieflyi^ajjfe he never d^feoyere^ 
bis Anger in iignal Judgm^n^s ; and bids h^ Soul 
trutt to it, that he Itands fair in the good o^nioo^ 
and efteem of God, becaufe his labours in the 
World have been crowned witbfuccefs ; and be- 
caufe he hath a Garden of Eden here, fecurely 
promifes himfelf a Paradife hereafter ; and will 
not be perfuaded to the contrary, bui; that his 

Plenty 



CONSIDEUATIOM. 131 

PJeaty hereis an carneftofa fuller Vintage, and 
richer Granary intended for him in the Land of 
CamaamiMd thskt his long life on Elarth is a pledge 
of bis eternal life in Heaven : What are thefe 
but temptations, which Confideration would 
difcover to be impoflures, and confequentl/ 
fted both light and joy into the Soul ? 

When the Poor from their outward Conditi- 
on conclude their Spiritual Poverty, and will 
needs think they are in a ftate of Grace, becaufe 
they are in a ftate of Want ; when they think 
that LazMTUs was faved, becaufe he had not 
wherewithal to fubfift; and was admitted into 
Abraham\ Bofom for no other reafon, but be- 
caufe he had no certain dwelling-place ; when 
they imagine that hisSores alone mounted him to 
Heaven, and the Dogs licking them, was all the 
motive the holy Angels had to carry him on their 
Wings; When they argue from their difconlolate 
Eflate on Earth, that they may lawfully negleft 
the knownDuties ofReligion;and fancy that they 
may fecurely pilfer, becaufe God hath made no 
other provifion foi* them ; and that they fliall re- 
ceive their good things in the next World, be- 
caufe they received their evil things in this; that 
they ihall be rich in Heaven, becaufe they were 
defiitute of Conveniences here on Earth : That 
they muft neceflarily be Lords hereafter, be- 
CAUfe they were Beggars here ; and Ihall certainly 
rejoice in the next Life, becaufe they mourned 
in this valley of Tears ; and cannot but be blefled 
for ever, becdufe they bad a very large meafure 
of mifery here. When theRich from their Pre- 
rogative on Ear^h, conclude their Prerogative 
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in Heaven ; and becaufe they are advanced above 
other Men, think they may ufe greater liberty 
in offending God than others ; and becaufe they 
have greater Eftates than the meaner fort, imay 
therefore fin more boldly, and more confident- 
ly than they. When they think their little Cha- 
rities will waft them over to the fhore of an hap- 
py Eternity, tho' they feed their Lufls ; and fan* 
cy that preparation for another World confiib 
in little, but being kind now and then to a needy 
Man. When they imagine, that a Legacy left to 
the Poor o^ the Parifh is an afluranGe of their 
Treafure laid up in Heaven ; or that their gi» 
ving fomething to an Hofpital, will palliate 
their wilful Offences^ and throw a Cloak over 
them that God may not fee them. When from 
their Power they infer the lawfulnefs of their Ex- 
travagancies, and becaufe they can itand it out 
and brave the World, fancy they may opprefs the 
poorer for t^ and may fwear and curfe more bold- 
ly than their Tenants, and refent, and ajfFront, 
and revenge Injuries with greater juftice than 
Clowns andPeafants; When from the cuftom 
of the Age, they infer their Privilege of being 
more feniual than other Men ; becaufe Perfons 
of the fame Quality are not, argue that they need 
not be fo cautious or circumfpedin their words 
and ways as other Men. 

When the gentiler fort of People feel inclina- 
tions in themlelves to be afliamed of the Gofpel, 
and to forbear profefling any zeal or fervency for 
Religion in company, where Chrift's Blood and 
Woundsare abufed, where God and Heaven are 
raillied, where the Precepts of the Almighty are 
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kughed at^ and the Gofpel turned into ridicule ; 
when they think it's enough to fay their Prayers, 
tho' they take great liberty to talk fooliflily ; and 
imagine it's needlefs to keep their thoughts fixed 
upon God in their Devotion, while they perform 
the Task they have been ufed to j when they neg- 
ledt thePublick upon flight occafions, and their 
Private Duties for every impertinent Vifjt that's 
made to them, and think that Qod is taken more 
with outward bowings and cringings in his Ser« 
vice^ than with a Heart melting ar the confidera- 
tion of their Sins ; when they find an unwilling- 
nefs feize upon their Spirits to r^^prove either 
their Equals, or Inferiors, for fome notprf ous Itn* 
piety they commit; when they think it befow 
them to pray with their Families, to exhort their 
Servants to lerioufnefs, and to (hew a goddl£x?- 
ample to thofe that are under their charge ; when 
they find a difpofition to comply with lewd Soci- 
ety, to laugh and fmile,andconfent to their frothy 
fpeeches,andabufiverefledions, and to conceal 
the Truth where it ought to be profelfed and 
fpoken. 

When the Tradefman thinks of putting ofFhis 
naughty Commodities to t he ignorant Chapmen, 
and of circumventing and deceiving his Neigh- 
bour,where his Neighbour underilands not what 
he buys ; when he is willing to put ofFhis Devoti- 
on upon every trivial worldly bufinefs that comes 
in his way ; and to create bufinefs, rather than 0- 
bey the checks of his Confcience,t ha t^chides him 
for not minding his Spiritual Concerns more, 
When he is loth todo Afts of Charity, becaufe he 
hath a Wife ahd Family to maintain, and is afraid 
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he may want himfelf. When he thinks that Piety^ 
may procure Poverty, and llriftnefs of Life may 
lofe him hisCufl:omers,and following the ways of 
God may make his Acquaintance leave him ; and 
that to be idle in his Shop, is better than reading, 
.or meditatingjor imploying his mind in Contem- 
plations of God's Goodnefs and Mercy, and the 
various Bleflings he hath bellowed upon him. 

When Parents are unwilling to correct and 
admonifh their Children, are perfwaded to iet 
them take their courfe,abufe others, and defpife 
thofe they have a grudge againft. When they 
are prompted to connive at them alone in their 
Sins till they grow older, and to indulge them 
in their undecencies till they arrive to a great- 
er ufe of their Reafon. W hen their fondnefs 
bids them ufe gentle means, where more fe- 
vere proceedings are neceflary, and excufe im- 
modeft carriage in them, which they are apt to 
find fault with in the Children of their Neigh- 
bours. When they are loth toinftruft them in 
the fear of God, loih to initiate them in the love 
of their faithful Creator ; are apt to he more an- 
gry with their Children and Servants for negleft- 
ing their Commands, than the Service of God ; 
and apt to be delighted more with their Indu- 
ftry and pains in temporal Concerns, than with 
their attempts in the affairs of their Everlafting 
Salvation ; apter to teach them how to main- 
tain the Punftilio's of their Honour, than af- 
fert the Glory of God; and apter to encourage 
them in vindicating their Credit and. Reputati- 
on, than in fecuring the everlafting Treafures, 
or fnaking their Calling and Eleftion fure. 

When 



CoNSlbERATIOK 135 

WiienChiHren Tprovided they «re able) arc 
doth to relieve theirPareftts,loth toadminifier un- 
rothem Necefikiies; if in want, unwilling to obey 
thoKfe 1i?hoUbn Counfels which their Parents^ 
guided tod encdinraged by the Word of God^ 
itapart to them ; unwilling to imitate them in 
their S^rioafnefs and Heaveiily-mindednefs; are 
Apt to lobey their Parents more than God, and 
apt rd do Evil becaufe their Parents bid them, 
t^' God enjoins the cohtrary ; when upon their 
Parentsfindingfault with them, they are moved 
to espofe their infirmities to the contempt of o- 
thers ; and to call any thing unreafonabie they 
bid thfem do, becaufe it agrees not with their 
l^refent intereft ; when they find in themfelves 
^ foclination to moura more for difpleafing 
their PaJrents than offending agracious God; and 
to be more pieafed with the Smiles of thofe 
which have the Government of them, than with 
the Light of God's Countenance 

WhenServants are moved to backbite and re- 
vile their Mailers according to thefleih, fiod an 
tmwilhngttefs on their Spirits to honour the fro- 
ward as well as the gentle; are apt to be unfaith- 
ful to them, to embe^ei their Goods, and to 
wrong them in things they have committed to 
their Charge; when thoughts of revealing the 
Secrets of the Family, mcerly to fport thera- 
felves, arife in their Minds ; when they find Iri- 
dinationstobeinduilrious in their Mailers Pre- 
fence, carelcfs and lazy in their Abfence ; to put 
them off. with Eye-fervice as Men^pleafers, to 
murmur againll the lawful Injundions, to anfwer 
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again if rebuk'd for their Faults, and to confpire 
againfi them by way of Revenge. 

What are all thefe Motions and InclinationSf 
but Temptations of the great DeAroyer of Mens 
Souls? Thefe are fome of the Gins and Strata- 
gems, whereby he doth infenfibly ruine the great- 
eft Part of Mankind : becaufe they look like our 
own Thoughts, therefore we fufpeft no Enemy^ 
and becaufe he mingles his Suggefiions with oar 
own Imaginations, and gives them the fame 
Shape, we know nothing to the contrary but that 
they are friendly Motions ; but notwithftanding 
all this, they are MeiTengers that come out of the 
Camp of the Thiliftines^ from the Leaguer of 
Hell ; and we may confidently affirm. That 
whatever Thought, Reafon, Argument, Sugge- 
flion, Propofition, Imagination, would difcou- 
rage us from a clofe adherence unto God, from 
a fervent Love pour gracious Redeemer, from 
earnell Breathings and Pantings after him, from 
relying on him, and obeying him; and encourage 
us to any thing that's difpleafing to God, or con- 
trary to Chrift's Rules and Injunctions, or preju- 
dicial to the Honour of God, or to the welfare 
of our Neighbour, or to a goodConfcience; whe^ 
ther the Suggeflion be immediately, like Light- 
ning, ihot, and darted into the Mind, or con- 
veyed mediately by our corrupted Hearts, or 
by the World, orbytheAdverfary, or by Pro- 
fperity, or by good Report, or by evil Report ; 
they are Temptations of the Enemy, which, how 
plaufible fpever, defign nothing but our decay in 
Goodnefs, and in the Favour of God, and the Iqfs 
i of our fpiritual Comfort and Refrefhment. Con- 
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fideratioD examines the end of all thefe Motions, 
aod^diog out the Mifchief they drive at, difco- 
reriDg the Tempeft they aim at, it cannot but 
give great Satistadion to a rational Man that 
would not be a Stranger to himfelf. 

Indeed none are more feniible of the Pleafure 
of this Confideration, than thofe whom God's 
Spirit hath raifed from the Death of Sin, and who 
have efcaped the Pollutions of the World thro' 
Liuft. Thefe reflet with more than ordinary de- 
light on the Snares from which they have in a 
fireatmeafure been delivered. And tho* they are 
ftill fubjed to Temptation, yet that which very 
much contents them,is, that tney are not ignorant 
of Satan's Devices. To fee all his W orkings under 
ground, to fee the ileps he eoes by, and while he 
thinks we are blind, and do not mind to arm 
themfelves againll them, increafes the Satisfa- 
dion. Fancy you fee F4»;i; in the Cellar laying his 
Faggots in order, digging a Hole in the Ground, 
and laying a Train of Gunpovrder, while the 
^retcb f^fpeftsno Man takesnotice of hiro.The 
undifcovered Spedator knows he cancruih his 
Defigns in a moment, and therefore with Pity 
and Pleafure beholds the Induflry of the Caitif. 
They fee the windings and turnings of the Ene- 
my, and can laugh at the miferable Shifts he ufes 
to deceive them. They fee his Goings and his 
Way s,and can trace the Foe in all his Stratagems. 
They fee his Juggles, and how he teazes the Sin- 
ner Day and Night. 

Look» O my Soul ! look upon yonder Sinner, 
that hath renounced his Follies, and yet goes 
drooping under the burthen of his Sins. Dolt not 

thou 
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thou fee the Enemy behmd hi« ? The Foe caft 
make hitn prefume no longer, atid thfetfefore hfe 
feeks to drive him to Defpair; ^ftd be thatbftfore 
told the W retoh of Gardens and W aJks Mid Plea- 
fures, now fhews hitn notbteg but Hell, and a 
burning Lake. He tfcat before reprefeiited God 
tohimasii mighty Sardanapaius^ O^ne that doth 
not mind fuch little things as Sins, now fets ooc 
<Tod arrayed in a Habit of Vengeancei iitid as <Mie 
who doth but watch for an 'Opportunity to oon- 
•denm hitow He that before gavehim Words foft- 
•er than Oil^ nowdifcovers tohim drawn Swards ; 
and he that before flat ter'd him with Beds of Ro- 
fes, and Couches of Ivory, and few'd Pillowsun- 
der hi^ Elbows, now gives him a Profpeft of no- 
• thing but Racks and Tortures ; and that which 
before feemed only a hirmlefs Butterfly, now 
lurnsintpftiiugly Toad. He that before made the 
Burning lighter than Straw and Stubble, now 
makes his little Finger heavier than hisl/Oins; 
and afTured him that what feemed but a Cloud 
before, is all Hill and Mountain now. He that 
before talked of nothing but Mercy-feats, now 
changes his Note> and knows of no other Reme- 
dies bat Tribunalsof Judgment. Hethatbefore 
made the filly Wretch believe that God hid no 
Voice but that of Mercy, tio Scepter but that 
of Love, makes God all Thunder and Light- 
ning now. 

Judas believes him^and is loft; Mary Magdakn 
fees thelmpofture, andefcapes; fhe relk upon 
Chri£l*s W ord, and is convinced that there is no 
Sin that's capable of true Repentance, but is ca- 
pable of Pardon too) and that Chrift is fo fur 
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from caHingtfaofeaway tbat come tohim widiaQ 
httmble and ccmtrite Sptric, thac the greateft Eale 
and Refrdhmenc is their Portion. She fees thac 
the poor \n bpirit have ari^t to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and chat thofe that OBOurn (hall never 
be defiitnte of Comfort. She is fenfible how 
happy ihftt Perfonis chat feds his Heart bleeding 
and melting upon the account of his former Sins, 
and can make his Bed to fwkn with Tears* She 
is fenfible theHoly Gboil moves upon thefc Wa- 
ters, and that fuch a Ferfon is indeed baptized 
with FF'ater and the Holy Ghojt. 

This ihe beholds, and beholds with plea&ire, 
Confiderationgiveshera Profpedof the DeviPs 
Subtilty,and her Eyes gufliout with Tears of Joy. 
And certainly if it be a greater pleafure to fee, 
than to grope in the dark ; a greater pleafure to 
know the Precipices I am hurried into, than to 
have them hid from mine Eyes; a greater pleafure 
to fee the brink of Deftruaion Ido fland upon, 
than to be ignorant of it; Confideration muft be a 
Pleafure/or this fhe ws me the fteepRock,Temp- 
tation; this Ignis fatuus would have led me to the 
Ditch this fafie Light would have flatter 'd mein- 
to,the fatatSea this falfe Star would have feduced 
me into. This muft neceflarily fill me with glad- 
n efs, for it gives me a Profpett of the W hirl-pool 
where the Devil thought to have fplit my Veflel ; 
the Sands ag^infl: which 1 was to have llranded ; 
the Earth<juake that fhould have made me fink 
into the Ground ; and of the terrible Tempeft 
that Ihould have carried me away. 

How havel feen a Traveller pejoice,when wa- 
kiiigin themorningjhc had fcen the W ater or the 

Mine 
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Mine he mufi have neceflarily tumbled into, if he 
had gone but one (lep further, and had not ilo{>t 
where he did ; How doth he admire the Provi- 
dence which hath preferved him? And how doth 
he go on in his way, rejoycing that he hath feea 
the Gulph he might have rulhed into,and efcaped 
it! And, O Sinner! doft not thou think thou 
ihould'il: rejoyce to find byConfideration, that 
thy averfenefs from Religion, thy backwardnefs 
to Devotion, thy unwillingnefs to fpend time in 
private Meditations, thy excufations of Sin, thy 
palliations of extravagant Defires, thy pleadings 
forLicenrioufnefs, thy apologies for pleafing the 
Lufts of thy Flefli, thy eagernefs to run into evil 
Company, thy defires to wallow in Uncleannefs, 
thy longings after things God's Word forbids, 
thy inclination to Unbelief, that all thefe are 
Temptations of the Devil, Corn whiph that 
Fowler fpreads and fcatters before the unwary 
Birds, tokillanddeflroy them I Confideration 
would difmantle Satan, pull off his Mask and Vi^ 
zard,and convince thee that thefweetnefs of the 
Potion is but to make the Poifon go down mor^ 
glib; and however the Pill mzy be gilded, it is but 
to dazzle thee into love with Eternal Ruine.This 
would tell thee. Look, here was the Cave into 
which thou (houldithave been dragg'd^ and then 
murder 'd; behind this Bufli, behind this Temp- 
tation, lay theLion watching thy playing with the 
Bait. This Device was to have made tnee weary 
of Religion, the other was to have drawn away 
thy Affedions from God. And what Man of 
Senfecan refledon thefe hidden things of Dif- 
honeily he hath efcaped, without Bleifing the 

Almighty, 
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Almighty, and goio^ on like the Eunuch, ASis 
8. 39* in his way rejoycing ! 

V. Impediment. 

V. danger of kfing their unlawful Gain. 
it's a thing not unufualTor Men to thrive by Sin, 
and to profper by Iniquity ; to grow rich by 
Oppreffion, and to advance in wealth by unlaw-- 
ful Callings ; to get Money by pleafing other 
Men in their Lull, and to procure a livelyhood 
by Injuftice, and complying with the Vices of 
the Age we live in. The Devil muft have fome 
Rewards to beflow, elfe his Kingdom would 
foon expire ; and tho' his Rewards, as well as 
Temptations, are deceitful, yet Rewards they 
are, and being prefent and viiible, and confe* 
quently apt to make the deeper Impreflions, 
they invite more ftrongly, and carefs Men into 
Defires and Appetite. Men many times would 
not venture on Sin, but that they believe it is 
the way to Gain, and the known Road to Ad- 
vantage and Emolument. And as Sin is judg'd 
to be the way to Profit, fo they look upon it 
as the only means to preferve what they have 
got and acquired. 

\{Abfalom had not had a Kingdom in his Eye, 
he would hardly have dared to rebel, and Viper- 
like, prey'd upon the Bowels that did feed and 
Dourifh him. l^emas fees how plentifully the 
Heathen Priefts did live, what Credit, what Ho- 
nour, what Wealth and Glory they enjoy'd, and 
that makes him forfake Chriftianicy,and embrace 
their ways. It was Gain made Demetrius fo zea- 
lous 
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loos for the Worihip of 2>ij0M ; and %\it Mafiers 
of the Damfel that had a Familiar ^irit;. fa ear-* 
neft for telling of Fortunes and unlawful Divi^ 
nations. It is this that makes thoufands comply 
with Mens iinful Humours ; and unwillingneJRS 
to lofe a tempocal Adtamagfi, makes them jogg 
oninacourfe which perhaps tkey dodiflik^.Telt 
them of their Sin, and how daagerous it ie ; the 
Anfwer is, they caonothelp it ; and becaufe rhey 
mv& not want Bread, chey xxmSi necefiarily con- 
tinue to offend God. Fheir Maintenance is 
wrapt up in their Tranfgreffioui; and havingiaid 
it down as aMaxim^Ttm nothing can be ill that 
makes for their Profit and Emolument, they de- 
fend their Sin and theinGain together, and juftt*- 
fie the one by the other. He that hardi but little 
to lire uponin theWorld,whaciliou}dte dobut 
feek Support where he can&id it ? And if Provi- 
dence cafl his Lot among Men that will give him 
nothing, or ilop up the Rdver of their fitxmty 
to him, except he do as they do ; flatter their 
inordinate Defires, and accommodate his Will 
/to theirsy and Lye, and Swear, and Drink with 
them, and commend their Lewder Doings,. h« 
muO: tak«e that way,there being nro other with«* 
in Profpeft. 

This, it's like, made Rabat turn Harlot, and 
many of the Jews Publicans and Extortioners ; 
nay, it blinds the Eye; and whatever Men doi 
looks harmlefs^ where Gain is the Mantle that 
doth cover it. This made Hhphni and Thineas 
fhame their Profeffion,andi?Viw^ pervert Jufl:ice; 
This made Judas aTrditor, and iheTbarifees 
guilty of moit notorious Hypocniie. Lord ! 

what 



CoNSttDEKATIOM. 143 

viiMX doth not Hope of Pi^ferfDeot make M«n 
do? And how is all Reli^on la^ afidky. wliese 
Greedinefs after Gain begins to engrofs tbe Far 
col ties? This sad^ the ^ws becmnel^olakters. 
And we know who tbey were cha)E tdd iImC^o* 
phet Jeremy 4 As for the HTord that Phm. haft 
f^aken unto m in theNAme of the Lfn'd^^wf.wili^ 
not hearken^ uutfl thee ; but we will certify do^ 
^whatfoever thin^ goes forth out of our own. 
mau^y to burn tncenfe unto the ^Men of Hea- 
"ven^ and to four otft drinh-offi^rtngs unto her : 
Far then we had plenty ofVi6iums^ and wer^e 
wetU^ ofU faw no evil. But fince we left^ off to^ 
burU; incen/e to the ^een of Heaveni and to^ 
jiour out drink'Offenings unto her^ we haive want^ 
ed ali tlTpigs^ and have been con fumed by the* 
fmord^, and, by the famine. Jer. 44. i6, 17, 18% 
Aq4 iodeed tins Principle, that a finful Life 
is the on^y profitable Life^doth fo fpread and in«- 
i§^ the Hearts of Meq, that i^oit are afraid ta 
fit down and conjfider their ways^ for fear Con* 
fidoration ihould make them weary of a finfut 
life,af}d,confeqiiently make them quit and caihier 
the gain and profit they do reap by it. Profit is. 
the great Goddefs the World adores, and to prcr 
fer Vie that^Men employ their ftrengtb and friends, 
ahd.make^ufe of ail Opportunities to fecure it ; 
it's that which they are truly jealous of^and which: 
is as dear to thetn as their Lives,and which makei^ 
t-hem climb Rocks, and clamber Mountains, aect 
fight their way ^ough all Impedimenrs that 
would oppofe and crofs it: Touch ihat,and you 
touch the Apple of their. Eye ; and whatever 
Caufe they are zealous for, tho' oi^er Reafons. 

may 
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may be pretended, yet Profit and Intereft coibI- 
nonly is the true caufe that inflames their Pafli- 
ons, and makes their Spirits fervent, and they 
feldom matter whether it be by lawful or un- 
lawful ways that they have made their Fortunes, 
fo they be but made and advanced to' fucb a 
pitch, they'll be fure to proted what they have 
purchased ; and it is not an eafie matter ihall 
Inatch it out of their clutches. 

Confideration, that unruly faculty, would 
create ill thoughts of fuch Gain in their minds ; 
fuggeft to them the fate of Men who make Con- 
fcience truckle to their Intereft, how they make 
God a flave to Man, and the Almighty a lervant 
to the bafeft Matter, even to the World ; than 
which nothing can be more contemptible .* How 
by^that means they bring in Atheifm, and deny 
God's Being) it being all one, no God, and a God 
that's fubjed to the Creature, and how fearful 
confequently their end muft be, their Proceed- 
ings being in effed nothing but a derifion of the 
Deity. And therefore as Men that are loth to 
meet their Creditors, and when they fee them 
afar off, turn out of the way, that they may have 
no occafion to fpeak to them ; fo the generality 
of Men do carefully fhun Confideration as aii 
unhappy Remembrancer, that will put them in 
mind of things they do not defire to hear, and 
touch the Sore they would not have handled or 
meddled withal, and fearch into thofe Wounds 
they would not have healed up, or come under 
the Hand of a Phyfician. I do but think what 
a world of Religious Men we fhould have, 
how Men would flock to Chrift from all corners^ 

what 
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\i^bat s number of pious Souls would appear in 
all jplaces, if we could aflure them (hat a ferious 
Life will for certain furnifli them with an Eftate 
anfwerable to their luxurious Appetite ; and I 
am apt to believe>were Men confiaent,and could 
they crufl CO it, that they ihould gee aneftate of 9 
or 1 0000 L^er Annum^^ frequent reading^ray- 
ing, meditating, and obedience to Chrift's Com- 
mands, the greateft part would make a hard fhifc 
to confider now to leave their Sins and Vices,and 
apply themfelves to reformation ; we ihould hear 
no mcM-e of the excufes they now make, that 
they have no time, or that their condition is 
fucn, that they cannot ferve God as they ihould. 
The impoflibilities they now pretend, would all 
▼aniih : And they that now rack, and torment, 
and tire themfelves for a little Profit, upon pro- 
pped of fo coniiderable an advantage, would 
turn their pains and labour another way, and 
become veryldevout Worihippers of the holy 
Jefus, and find no fuch trouble in a circumfpea 
life, asnow they do. One great reafon why the 
Jewsd^A. not believe vaje^s^ was, became he 
«ame without a Royal Train. They expeded a 
Mej^as, that ihould ride in Triumph, crufh the 
Heathen world, make the reit of Mankind ilaves 
to th&i^dioS jibrahamt and enrich all his Coun- 
trymen with the fpoil of potent Nations: And had 
th£ Lord j^^ykr given them aiTurance, that all of 
tbemihoiud have had preferment in hu Court, 
and be put into gainful OfEces, whereby they 
might enrich themfelves, their Wives and Chil- 
dren, and live at their eafe to the fatisfadion of 
the fleib, and pleaiing their fenfual appetite ; 

L where 
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where one adhered to him, there would have 
been a hundred that would haVe flocked to his 
Tent, and very few flood out, or, with the in- 
vited Guefts in the Gofpel, anfwered, / f^ray 
thee have me excufed. 

Should Chrifl appear in a vifible ibape from 
Heaven to the Swearer, or Drunkard, or Forni- 
cator, or Adulterer,or Covetous, or any other of 
the finf ul Herd, with vaft glittering Treafures in 
his hand ; nay, could we the Minifters of the Go- 
fpel, fecure luch a Lordlhip,fuch a Principality, 
fuch a Kingdom, fuch an Empire, toanyof theie 
Sinners, upon condition they would part with 
their Vices ; fure it would be a mighty tempta- 
tion to them coibakehands with their darling 
Impieties; for I fee they fell their Souls to the 
Devil for x, 3, or 400 L many times ; and I am 
fo cha^ritable as to think, they wotild fave them 
for a iir more confiderable fum. 

It's like fome would be fo brutifti, fo fwinifh, 
foibttifli, (and yet but very few neither) that 
would rather ftarve, thanleave their Sins; dwell 
rather in a Ho^fty, than renounce wallowing in 
the mire of their follies ; and live upon Bread and 
Water,rather than deny their hJTOtdefires % and 
ftoop to the meaneft, loweft, and moft fordid 
condition in the World, rather than bow to the 
noble Commands of Chrift Jefus : But one might 
engage fafely for the generality of Siiwiers, Profit 
and Riches being the great Lc^-ftone that 
makes Men willing to do any thing. 

Ifee ho w,if aPrince,or other greatPerfon,M en 

depend upon, or expeftfomething from, diflike 

fuch a Sin that they are guilty of, tfaey cati for- 

I bear 
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bear it, and comply with tiieir Prince's will and 
devotion. I read of Tbeodofias the younger, how 
all the Courtiers betook tbemfelves to Religious 
exercifesywhen theEoiperorand hisSiller would 
encourage none but thofe that did fo ; and the 
Court became a kind of Monaftery, lo itr ongan 
influence had the Emperor's Example, and VV ill, 
on all that depended on his favour. VV hen !D/- 
c»yyi«xof J^riirur/JappKedhimfelf to Philolopby, 
and countenanced none but Philoibphcrs, moft 
Men, that ezpeded any Grace from him,became 
Students of Thilofofhy. I fee how a Perfon of 
Quality can frown all his Family into feriouf- 
nefs ; and the moil vicious Servant he hath, for 
fear of lofing his Mafter's Favour, and the good 
Place he hath under him, will iind a way, for 
Profits feke, tof^bdue his Inclinations, and take 
leave of a finful Pleafure, fince it is fo that he can- 
not enjoy that and his Matter's good -will toge- 
ther : And therefore could we promife Tempo- 
ral Crowns, and Scepters, andEttates, and were 
able to perform our Promife, upon Men's quit- 
ting of their Sins, it's very probable Holinefs and 
Seriouihefs would be mainly embrac'd and fdl- 
low'd, and what is now out of faihi on, would be 
ais much the mode then ; and a perfon chat wowftd 
not conform to the Rules and Orders of a feriojis 
Ufe, would look like an Antick, as much as he 
doth now that dares be truly good in a iinful 
and adulterous generation. 

But feeing all the Divinity we teach cannot 
increafe their Trade, and makq their Rocks 
drop with Honey, and fill their Trunks, with 
fliining Clay, they look upon that Holinefs we 

L % preis 
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prefs and recommend to them, as a very beg- 
garly buiinefs, and mind it only on the bye, 
when they have nothing elfe to do. 

And this is it confirms them in their f ancy,Thac 
a loofe and vicious Life is the only gainful Life ; 
a Maxim notorioufly falfe, and which Confide- 
ration would foon fcatter, were it but called in 
to do its OflSce : This would pull them by the 
Sleeve, and bid them look on the covetous Ge-^ 
hazi ; how he got indeed by LyingTMt with his 
gain inherited the Leprofie ; and how in the 
lame manner the Leprofie of Sin will cleave to 
their Souls, harden their Hearts, make them a- 
verfe from Goodncfs, and render their Rej>en- 
tancedifficultyifnotimpoifible; and how this is 
bur theDeviFs Policy,by thefe little things,torob 
them of the greater ; and ddudes them with thefe 
dreams, that when the day of the laft Judgment 
ihall da wn,they may find themfelves the moil mi- 
ferable Creatures under Heaven; how by this 
their finful Gain, they arm the Enemy againft 
themfelves, and put a o word into his hand to de- 
llroy and kill them ; i his would reprefent to 'em, 
how their Gain, which hath fo ill a foundation, 
TOuttneceflTarily be a Moth in their Ellates ; and 
how promifing foever their Gettings may be for 
the prefent, they will foon bring a confumption 
on their Fortune, and prepare for their greater 
forrow and vexation. This would reprefent to 
them, how fuchGain doth purchafe the Wrath 
of God, and procures treafures of God's indig- 
narion ; how it prognofticates a moreplentirul 
Condemnation, and is a prefage of richer flames 
hereafter. This will lay before them that 

faying 
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^yiagof Chti&jMat.i6.z6. What jhalltt profit 
a MmHj if be gain the whole IVorldy andlofe his 
own Soul? or whatjhall a Man give in exchange 
for his Soul? this would (hew them their ihipen- 
dious Folly, in venturing eternal Torment tor a 
little Tralfa ; and difcover to them, how dear 
they buy their Plenty. 

Confideration would let them fee. That a fe- ^ 
rious Ude is (in defpite of all the fuggeltions of * 
the Devil to the contrary) the way to chegreateft 
Gain,and yields the moftdurable Profit, and lays 
a foundation for Riches which grow not old , and 
Cade not away: That Abraham' % Faith made him 
richer than his Pofleilions did ; and that God's 
faying to him, I am thy Shield, and exceeding 
great Reward, proclaimed him more wealthy, 
than all the Spoil he might have taken when he 
returned from the Slaughter of the Kings ; that 
nothing can be of greater value than divine Love, 
and that Peace with God is a far greater treafure 
than all the Gold of 0//7ir: And Reconciliation 
by the Blood of Jefus, a nobler PoiTefFion, than 
all the Jewels and Pearls of ihtlndian Monarchs; 
and that the Apoftle was in the right, when be 
counted all things but lofs anddung^ for the ex- 
cellency of the Knowledge of Qhrijly Phil. 3, 8. 

This would (hew them, That Kriendfliip with 
God, and fellowfhip with the Father and his Son 
Jefus Chrift, is worth more than ten thoqfand 
Worlds; and reprefent to them the groans of the 
damned in HclU who were they to live over their 
days again,woald fell all they had topurchafe this 
Pearl, and give ten thoufand millions of Gold, if 
th?y had thenj, for his Frieijdihipi becaufe this 

L 3 Friend-^ 
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Friendfliip would blow out their Flames, mSt 
cool their burning Tongues, which all that mafs 
of Wealth will not do. 

Confideration would lay open all the Riches a 
ferious Life procures ; it would let them fee that 
the Interceflion of Chriftjefusis entailed upon't; 
a Bleffing inconfiderable in the eyes of the 
World, but which Men will one day let a higher 
?rice upon, when it is too late. A BlefTmg, which 
neither Tantalus his Wealth, nor Licinius his 
Hand, fior Cleopatra's Jewels^ nor Jfgathocles 
his Golden Veiiels, nor Criefus his Poffeflions, 
nor Crajfus his Demefnes can parallel • To have an 
Advocate in Heaven, who anfwers all the Cavils 
and Exceptions and Accufations of the Devil a- 
gaintt our fincereEndeavours,who controuls the 
I'age and malice of the Knemy, fteps in while the 
Foe is arguing againft us, ibews his Merits, his 
Wounds and the Marks of his Nails, and makes 
our imperfeft Services pafs for current Coin in 
the Court of the higheft, covers the weaknelTes 
and infirmities of oiir Duties, perfumes our De- 
votions with the precious odours of his Satisfa- 
dion, offers up our Prayers in his Golden Cenfor, 
throws his Garment over us, flops the Lion's 
Mouth that's opened againtt us, contrives our 
Happinefs, promotes our Intereft with God, and 
pleads, not to callus away from his Prefence, nor 
to take his holy Spirit from us. What profit there 
is in having luch an Interceffor, none will e'er 
long be morefenfible of, than thofe who have 
been deftiture of the Benefit of this Interceffi- 
fen; and indeed none fliare in that Mercy, 
but Men that dare apply themfelves to that 

ferious 
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ferioiis Life, whereof Confideration is the 

Key. 

Coniideratioa would Qnew them, That this fe- 
rious Life ^ams the AiliiUnce and Illumination of 
God's%>int.Amercyofthatmoment,thatwich- 
ottt it the ffeitftCfP^iiofiififer is but a Dunce; and 
a Man liesexpofed to all the Infinuations of Se- 
ducers ; is like the wave of the Sea, toft to and 
fro ; and his Wine of the Vine of Sodom, and of 
xheFields of Gomorrah ; his Grapes are Grapes 
of Gail, and his clufters bitter i his Vine is the 
poifon of Dragons, andthevenoo^of Afps; that 
IS, even his Devotions are Abominations. And 
indeed to have the Mind fo purged, ^ to fee 
the vanity and emptinefs of all fublunary Objeds, 
the Beauty of Holmefs, the odioufnefsandloath- 
fomnefs of fxa, the tranfcendent £xcellency of 
God, the defigns of God's Providence, the me- 
thods of God's Mercy, the reafonablenefs and e* 
quity of his proceedings, and to be fo aflifled 
from above,as to dare to oppofe the moftpleaHng 
Temptations,thoi^h they charm never fo wifely; 
and to efieem an hours Communion with God 
above all the Preferments and Glories of the 
World; (for in this manner the Holy Ghoftallifts 
thofe that apply themfelves to a ferious circum- 
fped Life,) he that fees no profit, no gain, no ad- 
vantages in this Privilege, may juilly be fuppofed 
to be quite blinded by the God of this World. 

Confideration would let them fee. That the 
Promifes of the Gofpel, are otherguefs Riches 
than plenty of Corn and Wine and Oil ; that 
there is no Didrefs, no Calamity, no Mifery, 
wherein thefe Promifes cannot hold a Believer's 

L4 y^EtK head, 
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head^ and fapport him againft fainting;'that thefe 
can give content, when nothing in the World can 
<juiet the Soul ; and that thele can make Men 
triumph, when they are made as the filth of the 
World , and as the ofT-fcowring of all things. 

Confideration would let them fee the unlpeak* 
able Gain which attends the ferious, fincere, and 
felf-denYingChriftian when he comes to die;ho w 
little he is frighted, how big his hopes and expe- 
dations grow ; how contentedly he leaves the 
World;how the thoughts of the everlafting Rich- 
es he looks for, fupport him ; how God compofes 
his Spirit with renedions upon his approaching 
Relt; how this Death is nothing but a fleep, from 
which he will in a fhorttime awake agam, and 
open his eyes, and behold the Lord fitting on his 
Throne, uretching forth the Scepter of his Love 
to him, and afTuring him thattheDayof Salva-^ 
tion is come ; that the everlafting Spring is at 
hand, which will make him forget the tediouf* 
nefs of his Travels, the burthens of his former 
Life, and whatever in this World look'd like 
anguiih and calamity. This would ihew them, 
that the immarceflible Crown of Glory, the Re- 
ward of a ierious Life, doth infinitely tranfcend 
all that the World can imagine to be advantage^ 
ous and profitable. 

Nay, Confideratioti would difcover to thern^ 
That a ferious circumfped Life, entitles Men 
to temporal Gain, as well as to Spiritual an4 
Eternal Advantages. This would Ihew them, 
that more Men are ruined in their Eilates, by 
a Vicious, than there are by a Religious Con- 
verfation; and that Drunkards, Whoremongers, 
<^ Adul- 
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Adulcerers^ambitiousand quarelfom Meiii break 
foonerandoftner in the World, than thofe whofe 
bufinefs is to keep a Confcience void of ofience 
towards God and Man. This would fliew them 
that this World's Goods are not ingrofled, or 
pofleiTed altogether by Men who flight God and 
their own Souls ; but that even many of thofe 
who truly fear God, have a very large fhare in 
temporal Plenty and Profperity ; and that many 
times Men thrive the better for a ferious Life, 
andafecret Blefling attends them. Plenty fleals 
upon them beyond expedation ; and, as if fome 
^ood Angel were at work for them. Riches flow 
mfenfibly upon them, and every thing they un- 
dertake doth profper, infomuch that themfelves 
cannot but wonder at their increafe. 

This would convince them that many Men, 
who during their ungodly Converfation could 
BOt thrive, had fignally profper'd in the World 
as foon as they have applied themfelves to a fe- 
rious Life, that the face of their afiairs hath been 
changed ; that Manaffetbj who had nothing but 
Trouble and Diftrefs to attend him while he 
wallowed in his Iniquities, upon his return to 
the God of his Fathers, was brought back unto 
his Kingdom, and lived in Wealth and Plenty ; 
that Nebuchadnezzar^ who for his Pride and In- 
folence was driven out of his own Dominions 
by his Subjeds; upon his fobriety, andacknow- 
kdging his folly, and adoring the God of Hea- 
ven, was on a fudden reflored to his former 
Grandeur ; and that a ferious Man is beft quali- 
fied for getting Profit, and encreafing an Eftate ; 
find that the generality of Men had rather deal 

with 
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with a confciencioas Mao, than with a Perfoni 
whoiscarelefsof all things but his ownlntereftj, 
as knowing that being confciencioust he dares 
not cheat or deceive them, but will think him- 
felf obliged to deal juftly and honeilly with 
(hem, and do by them as he would have others 
do by him ; and that this is the great misfortune 
of Uogodlinefs, and the glory of a feripus Life^ 
that one wicked Man dares not truft another, 
bpt both good and bad dare truft him who i^ands 
in awe of Gfod, and makes it his great care and 
fludy how to pleafe him. 

Inis would fhew them that the ferious Maq 
in being charitable, takes the readieft way to pro<- 
fber in his fecular Concerns ; and that as great a 
Paradox as it may feem to fenfual Men, there is; 
not a greater Truth in the World than that 
which Soifimon fpeaks, Trov. 11. 24. There^ 
is that f€§tt€ret\ And yet encreafeth. This 
would lay before them the Examples of Men^ 
who by confecrating a great part of their Eftate 
and Incomes to pious and charitable Ufes, have 
enlarged their Fortunes, and by cafting their 
Bread upon the Water, have found it again witb 
In tereil after many days; whohave denied them- 
felves in their fuperfluities, and yet are growi^ 
rich; given away, and yet got more than they 
had in times paft. This would lead them into, 
the pleafant Field of God's Providence, and 
fhew them how that wife and gracious God 
wheels and turns things about for the good of 
thofe that dare trull him for a Recompence, 
and makes that Money which was laid out for 

the 
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tbeafe of the Needy » return with advantage 
aod nfury, 

A remarkable Example whereof I cannot bnt 
alledge upon this occafion. In Nifibim there was 
a Religious Woman, who had a Man that wa^ 
a Heathen for her Husband. They were poory 
yet by hard Labour had got Fifty Pounds toge* 
ther ; whereupon the Husband thought goodto 
put it out to Interefi, that they might not (bend 
upon the main flock. His Wife, being aUhri-- 
fiian, readily told him, that none paid a greater 
lotereft for Money lent him, than the God of 
the Chriftians. The Man pleafed with the news, 
demands where this Goa was to be met with ? 
The Woman told him at fuch a Church, where 
he had Deputies to receive the fum. They take 
Money and to the Church they go, where they 
faw fomepoor Widows fitting; Thefeare the 
Deputies of the God of the Chriftians, faid the 
Woman, who will receive your Money, and 
pay you Intereft. The Man, not much pleafed 
with his fecurity, yet over-perfwaded by his 
Wife, let's the poor Widows have the Money, 
who not knowing the Man's intent, thankful- 
ly re<ieived it. 

A quarter of a year after, the Man finding him- 
felf pincht for want of Neceffaries, bids his Wife 
go and demand a quarter of a years Intereft; to 
which flie replies, that if he would go to thofe 
poor Widows, and demand theUfe, (he did not 
doubt but he might have it. 

He goes and ejcpoftulates with thefe perfons ; 
but what he had given them wasconfumed, and 
they were fo far from paying him Intereft, that 

they 
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they were ready to beg more of him ; with that 
he goes fad and forrowful out of the Church ; 
but in going, fpies a piece of Gold, one of them 
pieces he had given to the poor, which acciden*^ 
tally it feems he had dropt in his diftribution 
of the Sum upon the floor ; he takes it up, goes 
home, complains to his wife of the cheat thofe 
poor Widows had put upon him. She bids him 
truft that God whom he had lent the Money to, 
and take that piece he had found, and buy ne-^ 
cefTaries for their Family. He goes his way to 
the Market-place, and among other things buys 
fome Fifti, which were to be drefs'd for Dinner, 

His Wife opening one of the Fiihes, finds in 
the Belly a precious Stone which betrayed its 
Worth by icsunufual glittering. The Man car- 
ries it to a Jeweller,whoprefently gives him three 
hundred Pounds for the Jewel, at which the 
Man tranfported, falls a praifine of the God 
of the Chriilians, and himfelf becomes one, 
ailoniihed with the Providence which had fo 
miraculoufly difpofed of the fecond Caufes for 
his iignal Profit and Emolument. 

Confideration would let them fee how vari^ 
ous God's Temporal Bleffings are, which very 
often light on the Head of a ferious Religious 
Man ; and tho' he had no Trade which ftandsin 
need of Augmentation, but a {landing Revenue, 
how yet God may watch over him fo, that he 
ihail lofe little, and all he undertakes fhali prof- 
per ; that his Houfes fliall be preferved from fire, 
and his Cartel from decay; that his Fields ihall 
bring forth plentifully, and his Lands 6e as the 
garden of the Lord^ that he fliall fee his Pofteri- 

ty 
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ty advance in Wealth and Honour»and hisChil- 
drens Children ^r^w as the Lalliesy and Jpread 
their Branches as the Cedars in Lebanon. 

Confideration would let them fee how a 
whole Kingdom thrives, where Serioulhefs and 
the Fear of God is encouraged with vigour and 
fincerity ; What a darling a ferious Prince is to 
his Subjeds, how well they love him, how high- 
ly they efleem him, and howpientifnUyand con- 
tentedly they live under his ihadow. This would 
lay before them the Examples of Havidy of So/o^ 
mon, of HezeAiah^ of JofiahfOf jtntonine^ Princes 
for whom their Subjeds would have in a manner 
puird out their own Eyes, and given them to 
them ; the Riches, the Honours, the Triumphs, 
the Victories, the CareiTes of Foreign Monarchs 
that were heap'd upon them, and all becaufe 
they did that which was rieht in the fight of God. 
This would refreih their Memories, how upon a 
publick Humiliation God hath been entreated, 
and the Judgements under which a Nation 
groan'd, have been averted ; and the Heavens, 
which before were turned into Brafs,have vifited 
th6 Earth again with Showers, and the former 
Scarcity hath been transformed into Plenty and 
Abund^ce ; and how God hath feen their 
Works,that they turned from their evil ways,and 
hath repented himfelf of the evil he hath faid he 
would do unto them, and hath not done it« 

Confideration would let them fee,that though 
a ferious Man ihould decay in the World, and 
his Confcientioufnefs be the Caufe of4iis Ruin, 
yet he would have more to fup^ort hjni under 
fiis LofiTes than another Man; For how ihould 

not 
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not he be able to fupport himfelG that hears the 
Son of God fayiM to him. That there is no Man 
that hath left Father and Mother, Lands and 
Houfes, Brethren and Sifters for bis fake, or for 
Ri£hteoufnefs-&ke, whether voluntary or fw- 
ced to it by Enemies, but ihall receive a hundred 
fold in this life, that is, in Grace and Comforts 
of the Holy Ghoft, and in the World to come 
everlaiting life ? Mark lo. xj, jo. And it could 
not but be a verv great fatisfadion, that it was 
not any Vice or Licentioufnefs that broke him, 
but a good Confcience, which is its own Re-^ 
ward, and the beft Prefervative againft Mur* 
muring, Reigning and Defpair, and very often a 
Prefage that God will fet him up again ; and, as 
it was in J^^'s Cafe, make the latter part of his 
Life more profperous than the former. 

By fuch Reprefentations as thefe, Confider^- 
tion would fcatter the Suggeftions of the Devil, 
That a finful Life is the only gainful and ad* 
vantageous Life. But what Argument can pre- 
vail againft Experience, and where Men have 
found already tliat their Sins have proved pro- 
fitable, and that their carelefnefs of Religion 
hath procured them no fmallAdvantages ? Tneir 
great care and ftudy now muft be, that they do 
not put themfelves into a way of lofing them ; 
and therefore exhort dbem to confider what the 
end of thefe things will be, and whether this be 
a likely courfe to get a title to the Inheritance 
incorruptible, refervcd in Heaven for Believers. 
They'll be ready to reply. What! part with my 
Livelihood ? Quit that which muft fupport my 
Family ? Would you have ijatc ilarvc ana perrft ? 

Will 
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Vfi\[ youtRighteoufnefs give me Bread ? Would 
yoa have me precipitate my felf iaco Ruio i Will 
nothing lefs ierve the turn, than leaving all, and 
Mowing Chrift? Why fltould Idefpair, when 
God blefles me ; and think ill of my way of li- 
ving, when God by profpering mylEndeavourSy 
declares his Approbation of my Deportment ? 
My Gain is his Mercy ; and if he did not allow 
of what I did| he would with-hold his Benedi- 
£lion. His giving fuccefsto whatIdo,fhewshis 
Love ; and I have reafon to befieve he is not 
angry with me for taking this courfe,becaufe he 
never crofs'd it by his Thunders. God would 
have me live in the World, and fince I have no 
other way to thrive but this, I mull fuppofe it's 
that which God hath called me to. My Induftiy 
is in Obedience to his Command, and why 
fhould I fright my felf with his Indignation, 
when my profperous Fortune i^ks his Smiles 
and Sunihme ? 

Confideration would let them fee. That God 
doth not blefs them for their Sins, but doth it to 
invite them to Amendment. That though God's 
Bleilings" flow in upon tbem while they fin, yet 
thofe Bleflings are no Approbation of their 
Sins, but Diliuafives rather; Marks of God^s 
Befeechings, and Charters of his Entreaties 
that they would not be fo bafe and unworthy, 
ais to iignt againft him with his Mercies, nor 
mike ufe of his Kindnefs againft him ; Signs 
whereby God lets them know, that he had ra- 
ther hear their Hallelujahs in Heaven, than their 
Groans in Hell. Nay, this would fuggeft to them. 
That it may not be God that blefles them,but the 
/ Devil; 
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Devil ; and that he that is permitted to ihew 
them all the Kingdoms of the World,and the Glo-' 
ries of them in a moment, hath power alfo to re- 
ward Iniquity ; and that Profperity which is ac- 
quired by Sin, cannot be of God's making, but 
is an e£kd: of the Devil's bounty, who never 

fives but with an intent to murder; and makes 
refents for no other end, but to make the Soul 
a Prey to his Fury ; who ^ves,like the Greciaifs, 
only to overcome, and feems kind, only to get an 
intereft in the Sinner, and to take advantage a- 
^inft him when there ihall be occafion ; who 
BlefTes with a defign to Curfe, and rewards to 
harden Men in their contempt of the Almighty; 
who lets Men reap Profit, that they may venture 
confidently on Sin ; and is contented they fhould. 
have fomething for their pains, that they may de- 
dicate themfelves more entirely to his difpofal. 

So that it may be faid of fuch a Man's Poflef- 
fions, as the Lacedamonian in 'Flutarcb faid of 
LamfeSi whom a Gentleman commended for 
being rich in Shipping ; I do not like that Fe- 
licity which depends fo much on Cords and 
Threds. Indeed he fpake it with refped to 
the uncertainty of fuch Riches ; but we may 
juitly call fuch a Man's Wealth Cords and Strings, 
in another fenfe ; . Cords which intangle him, 
and by degrees tye him fafter and fafter to the 
Devil's Service ; drag him into hardnefs of 
Heart and Impenitency, and at lafl into that 
Prifon, ^om whence there is no returning, till 
he hath paid the uttermoft farthins . 

But what can you exped from Men that are 
refolved not to fee, and are fo wedded to their 

Chain 
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Gain that they are frighted with the very 
Thoughts of a Remedy that would clear their 
Sight, and fhew them the fatal Hand that gives 
them their Profperity, and difcover to them 
the Fiend that conveys the Gain they get into 
their Houfes, and bribes them into everlafiing 
Tortures. 

O poor befotted Sinners ! And do you lofe 
Heaven for this ? Is it for this you leap into 
Deftruftion ? Is it for this you hazard the Fa^ 
vour of God ? Is it for this, you fcorn the Gold 
of the Sanduary ? Is it for this that the Riches 
of Grace and Mercy are vile, and mean, and de- 
fpicable in your Eyes ? Is it for this that you 
break your Sleep, heat your Blood, difcompofe 
your Minds, diforder your Bodies, and alienate 
your Affedions from him, who, being Rich* 
became poor for your fake ? Will not Heathens 
he your Judges ? Will not Thocion^ Fabritius^ 
Fabius^ ^iogenes^ Socrates^ Tiato^ DemetriusB 
Apollonius^ mere Heathens, who would not 
accept of the Riches they might have bad;» 
and which were freely offered them, left their 
Virtue ihould fuller in the Acceptance, and 
they be tempted to grow remifs in their Self* 
xlenials. 

Would any Man think you had rational, im* 
mortal Souls within you, that fees you live 
thus I Would any Man imagine, that you be- 
lieve a Reward to come, that fees you greedy 
after a prefent Recompence ? So greedy^ that 
you fight your way through Oaths,Curfes>Ivies, 
Oppreflion, Extortion, Injuftice,Covetoufnefs, 
Uncleannefs, £|afphemy. Flatteries, Railings, 

M Slanders^ 
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Slanders, Abufes, Drnnkeimefsy and fkroogb 
the moft fneaking, mod fordid, and moft difii>^ 
senuous Sins to get it ? To fee this, whtt fob^ 
Man would not blefs himfetf ^ What Man of 
Reafon would enVy fuch Advantages I Pity 
you, he may, but he can never wtfli for your 
Happinefs; for that which you call Happmefs,: 
is Mifery in grain, and muft fliortly di« into 
endlefs Liamentations. Verify I fi^ uutc^ yo«i 
have yaur Reward y Matth. 6. f. 

VI. If9^ediment. 

VI. Fear of being melancbofy with p muck 
4$*^ri0iir/Sr^, is another Impediment. AnEd as the 
Devil ceafes not day and night to inftil this 
Principle into Mens Minds, fo it ufually pre- 
vails with the Jolly Crew, and fach as are aU 
for Mirth and Railery, and hate Sadnefs as 
their moft deadly Enemy* Con£deration they 
are afraid will (trike them into dumps* and a 
view of the odioufnefs and loathiomnefs of 
their Sinful Life, deprive them for ever cf that 
merry Temper kind Nature hath beftowed on 
them. Confideration c^ the Danger, they fear, 
will put them in mind of the fevere Duties of 
Religion, and fuggeft fomething to them that 
will lie gnawing within, and make them that 
they fliali never enpy a merry Hour again. 
They look upon Men abroad, who have ap- 
plied themfelves to Confideration of their 
Ways, and fludied how they ihall be happy af- 
ter Death, aiid find it hath fpoiled their Tri- 
V umphs, and caafes them to walk about difcou- 

rag'd 
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rag'd and dejeded. They bear of difmal Sto* 
ries, how People that have been ftudying Things 
of rhis naturei have been deluded by the Devils 
and how fome have been drown'd, and others 
flabb'd themfelves : Though it is only an ef- 
fect of fome Bodily Diftemper, which would 
have happened to them bad they never thought 
on S{»ritual Objeds^yet they are willing to im* 
pute it to the aoilere Rules of Devotion ; and 
tho' the fame Argument would hold againft 
greedinefs after the Riches of the World, which 
makes fome Men come to the Gallows, and 
otb^s fall into ftrange tortures of the Mind, 
yet they wifely forbear examining the flrength 
of the Argument, left they ihould want Pre- 
tences for their Lazinefs. They fee how fome 
that think much of their Salvation, hang down 
their Heads like a Bulrufh, fold their Arms, 
and fpend their days in Tears and Weeping. 
They fee how uncomfortable Confideration 
hath made their Lives, how it hath filled their 
Hearts with Sorrow, and Grief, and Anguiili, 
and they are afraid this will be their Fate ; and 
the efFeds it hath wrought in others, fright 
them, left they ihould be as difconfolate as they. 
While they maintain their jolly Temper, they 
can live quietly, and with content ; and while 
they have little or nothing to do with thofefe- 
rious things Divines do talk of, they feel no di* 
fturbance ; and why ihould they meddle with 
Confideration, which will certainly infufe fad 
Thoughts into their Minds, and give them 
Gall and Vinegar to drink i Might not one 
plead as weUi that it is in vain to fortifie fuch 

M X a 
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aTownagainilan Eneniy, foriiota few Cilie^ 
in the W orld, that have been of no great ftrength, 
haveefcaped wellenough; and why fliould they 
difcompofe themfelves with fears of aaAlTault, 
having been fecnre fo many year^ Why ihould 
they now begin to diforder themfelves with dif- 
mal Frefages, or be at the trouble of digging, and 
building, and raifingFortreiTes, when they can 
lie ftill in their Beds, and indulge themfelves,^ 
and eat the Fat of the Land ? 

And are not thefe excellent Argumentsagainft 
Confideration ? Are not thefe very lofty and preg- 
nant Reafons, to confute the neceflity of fo greai 
a Duty ? Wretched, deluded Men! Confideration 
would let you fee, that there is a great difference 
between Melancholy and SerioufneiGs ; and that 
every Man that looks grave and fober, is not 
therefore dejefted,anddifcompofed within jand 
that it's poflible for Men not to rant, and tear, 
aod fwagger, and yet to enpy great calmnefs and 
quietnels in their irouls. That a Man is not there-^ 
fore fad, becaufe he will not fwear and drink ^ 
nor therefore Hypochondriack,becaufe his Con- 
fcience will not digeft thofe Sins which you can 
fwallow down without chewing. 

Confideration would let you fee. That you, 
who allow your felves in Sin and Vanity, of all 
Men have lealt reafon to be merry ; who have 
the King Immortal and Invifible for your Enemy, 
and Che Blood of J ejus Chrtfi fpeaking againlt 
you, andGod's Spirit bearing witnefs of yourDif- 
obedience, and know not how foon God will 
opentheFloodgatesof his Anger, and how foon 
your Portion will be in outer Darknefa ; who 

have 
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hayeno Title to the Benefits of Chrift'sPaflion, 
and ar'e dead while you live ; who have your 
Underilandingsdarken'd, your inward and out- 
ward Man polluted, and your Garments fpotted 
bytheFlefii. * 

Confideration would let you fee, That your 
Joy and Mirth is but flight and fuperficial, lofar 
from bemg folid, that oftentimes in your very 
Laughter your Heart is forrowful ; and as fair as 
you carry things outwardly, your Confciences 
cannot but fright you with an approaching ftorm 
fbfxietimes ; and is merry as you feem to be, you 
BOW and then feel Terrors, which make yoii 
^ee when no Man purfues you. This would let 
you fee, how (hort your Mirth and Pleafures are, 
and how they perim in the very Enjovment, and 
are no better than Butterflies ; which when you 
have with great labour and induftry got into your 
hands, their curious Coloi^rs decay with a touch, 
and you can boaft of nothing but a fqualid Worm* 
This would fliew you, that yoijr Jollities are 
much like ^i^^^//Vs Nuptials, whole Wedding 
day proved his Funeral ; and like ThiUj^ the 
Macedoniitn'f Triumphs, which in a Moment 
are turned into Sadnefs by the daring Taufanias: 
This would ihew you how weak a thing it is with 
Lyfimachus^ for a Cup of cold Water to lofe a 
Kingdom, and to hazard an Eternity of Joy for 
Mirth, which at the befi is but as a Morning 
Cloud, and as thi; early Dew which foon pafies 
jiway. 

Confideration would let you fee, That your 
Mirth is worfe than Sadnefs and Sorrow, becaufe 
it proceeds from a ilupifie;d Soul, and from a 

M 3 hard 
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hard heart ; from a Soul whofe nobler Sparks are 
opprefied "with Soot and Aihes, and which hath 
loll its delicate Palate, its refin'd Tafie, and is 
made io infenfible of the purer tranfports of Joy, 
that it hankers after nothing but Earth, and liich 
drofly, muddy Divertifments, as men of Reafon 
and Contemplation would fcorn, as nrach as they 
do the Extravagancies of an imp6tent Enemy ; 
and that it is rather a Man's felicity to beaftran- 
ger to your Mirth, than unham>inefs, becaufe 
your Mirth is fo vain, your Delight fo frothy, 
and your Joy ufually hath fuch 4 fearful end ; an 
end much like that of Belfl)az»ar, who made a 
Feaft to his Lords, drank Wine before them ; and 
to make the Debauch compieat, and to make the 
Blood of the Grapes drink with greater brisk- 
nefs, caird for the Golden VeiTels which his Fa- 
ther had taken out of the Temple d't-^ufalem^ 
as if it encreafed the pleafure of Drink to {wo- 
phane thofe VeiTels by Drunkennefs which i^ere 
confecrated to God, and Wine outof aBowt^f 
the Sanduary gave greater Life to the Spirit, and 
revived theHeartmore than a common Cup. But 
while their Hearts danc'd and leap'd for joy, an 
unknown Hand from Heaven writes the fatal 
Doom, theCharadersofRuin, and the Lines of 
Death upon theWall,and on a fudden,7)&e Kin^s 
Countenance changes, and his Thoughts trouble 
bim, fo that thejotnts of his Loins were kofened, 
and bis Knees fmote one againfi another^ Dan. 
f. 6. 

Coniideratibn WQuld let you fee, That your 
Joy doth not deferve the name of Joy, and that 
your Mirth is nothing but Wantonneu, and how 

much 
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fOtich below a great Spirit fuch Pleafures are ; 
liow unworthy of a Man created after God's I- 
mage and SiiQUittide ; how empty they leave our 
iSouIs ; and how tike the Sea, when ebbing in 
muddy places, theyleavenothing but (link, and 
41ch, uid nalOdiiefs behind theai. 

Confideration would let you fee, That none 
can rejoice fo feoiftf tily as thofe who make God 
their Portion, and fet the ]L.ord always before 
their £yes. For, in this cafe they may be confi- 
dent, that not only God , but all his Creatures are 
their Friends;and that xhcRedSea which drowns 
the ^^v^fMffx, (hall bet heir Wall and Bulwark ; 
and the Cloud that's Darknefs to the Shiner, (hall 
be Fire to them ; and that thb' God is neither 
fi^eadiuor Water, nor Light, nor Clothiqg, nor 
Habitation, confider'd by the Rule of Senfe, yet 
he will be all this to them ; even Bread to feed 
cfa^n. Water to refi'efti them. Light to revive 
tiiem, Clothing to warm them, and an Habita- 
tion to defend them from Wind and Tempeft, 
This would Ihew you. That Light is fown 
fjttthe Right eous>t andgladnefs for theVj^right 
itfHfart^PM. 97. 11. And that no Perfou» 
in the World have greater reafon to rejoice 
ihdn they, whofe great Care and Study is, Firfi 
to feek the Kingdom of God, and his Right eouf' 
nejsi as being Perfons who are acquainted with 
a lively Faith, and know by bleiTed Experi- 
ence what that Hope means, whereby Men 
pnrifie themfelves, even as God is pure ; and 
what it is to be (Irengthened with all Might 
unto all Patience, and Long-fu£fering, and 
w^at the conftraining Love of God implies, 

M 4 and 
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And whatit is to be married to him who is alto- 
gether lovely, and what it i? to have union and 
communion with him. 

Confideration would fliew you, That Peace of 
Confcience, and Honour with God, and the Spi- 
rit's making Interceffion for us with Groans un- 
utterable, and Pardon of Sins, Privileges which 
attend a ferioiis Preparation for a better World, 
are a continual Feart, and confequently afford 
Matter for greater Joy than all the Rarities and 
Curlofities of this prefent Life. This would let 
you fee. That that one Bleffing, Pardon of Sin, 
which a feriousMan enjoys, is a Mercy which 
he may jultly Rejoice and Triumph in, more 
than the greateft Monarch of this World in his 
boundlefs Empire ; And that neither jilexan- 
ders Viftories, nor Auguflus Cafar his Tran- 

Suility, lior Darius his Plenty, can equal that 
.ejoicing, or deferves to be compared with it. 
This would lead your Thoughts to take a view 
of the prefent Condition of the unhappy Spi- 
rits in Hell, to whom Pardon of Sin would be a 
greater comfort and refrefliment, than all the 
Pleafures of this World diftilled into QuinteiP- 
fence : fhould a Proclamation be made in that 
difmal Vault, by fome Angel fent from Heaven, 
that allPrifoners are freed from theirGuilt by the 
new and living way^ even by the Blood of Jefus, 
and that God hath condefcended at laft, and i^ 
prevailed withal to forgive their Iniquities, what 
Leaping, what Dancing, what Joy^ what Glad- 
nefs, what exultation of Spirit, what ferenity of 
Face, what a chearful Air would appear in every 
corner •f that loathfom Prifon ! How would one 

V Wretch 
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Wretch jog the other,and bid him break out intq 
Fraifes and Celebrations of hisMaker for fo great 
a favour ! How like Heaven would Hell look on 
9 fudden ; and ail their Howlings, which Grief 
and Anguifh did draw from chem, change intq 
acclamations of Gladnefs ! How would their 
Hearts fwell and dilate themfelves, and tranf* 
port them into anecflafie of Jo}^! Howfordid^ 
how mean, how pitiful, how inconiiderablcy 
would all their former fenfual Delights feem to 
this Pleafure or Satisfaction ! 

Confideration would let you fee, That what- 
ever Men that are become vain in their Imagina- 
tions may prate, there is no Pleafure, no Felicity, 
like that which flows from walking in the ways 
of God ; and that Sin hath trouble and vexation 
for its individual Companion ; that Pride, and 
Envy, and Ambition, and Luft, andRevengej, 
whil^ they promife eafe to the Sinner's ]Vlind,do 
but torment it more ; That Goodnefs is the belt 
Security; that the Joy of the whole Earth, is 
Mount Si on ; that in this Garden are the fweet- 
eft Rofes, the moft odoriferous Flowers, the 
moll fragrant Plants ; Rofes which have ho 
Prickles underneath, like your carnal Delights ; 
Flowers which wither not away, like thatfrothy 
JMirth which the laughter of Fools afFords;Plants 
which feed and nourifh and heal, and poifon 
not, like thofe airy Satisfadions which flow from 
making provifion for the Fleih« This would re- 
prefent to your Minds the Examples of Millions 
of Saints, who are able from their own experi- 
ence to affirm, that the ways of Serioufnefs are 
truly waysofTleaJantnefs^ and that allherf4tbs 

arf 
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m^e peace ; that they have found more falisfifti- 
on in being Door^keepjers in the HoufeofGod, 
than they have done in being Maftei* of the 
moft glorious Tents of Wickednefs; that they 
have had fttOre joy from Contemplation of Heft-' 
▼en's Glory, and from reflefting on the AH* 
fufficiency of God in one hour, than ever they 
received from running up and down many yeats 
together, after the things the vain World is en** 
tpoured withal ; that they wouM not be in that 
miferable,ynregenerate State agaift,if they might 
have whole Kingdoms to intice them ; and that 
there is no condition in all the World fo full t>f 
briars and thorns, andangui(h, and pain, and dif*- 

Suietnefs, and trouble, and vexation, as afinful 
fe, 4nd an unconverted eftate. 
Tftis would fet before you the Example of 
6r. Taul^ who could glory and rejoice even in 
Tribulations ; and whereas his Enemies could 
rejoice in nothing but in Money, in Health, in 
Power, in Hopour,in Pigaities,in Delicacies,in 
Silks, in rich Tables : He could rejoice in Ship- 
wracks, in Stripes, in Perik,in falfe Accufations; 
and that which appeared terrible toothers,(hew- 
ed pleafant to him ; and as bitter as the root of 
his Affliftions was, it produced notwithftanding 
the fweeteft Fruits, even the Fruits of Humi** 
lityand Charity. 

This would fet before you the joys of Davids 
1 will rejoice andie glad in thee^ViiX j.x.In thee, 
not in V oluptuoufnefs ; not in luftful Touches ; 
toot in curious Taftes ; not in precious Odours ; 
not in the Melody of airy Songs ; not in the 
Beauty of a Female ; not in the Applaufes of 
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Men; not in Macriftieny ; DOtinChiklreo ; not 
in raking Wealth together ; but in Thee, who 
oMiilttiakfe even broken Bones to rejoice, make 
tbeConicience skip, and the Heart dancci for 

Joy- 

Coiiuderation would let you fee. That thofe 
fe|-ious Perfofis who look dejeded and melanr 
choly , have Joys within which no ftranger inteN 
middles withal ; and as little ihew as they make 
of chearfulnefs, they carry that within the;r 
Breaflb, which can make their Life a peipetual 
Jubilee, So far is Confideration from making 
Men melancholy, that it points at the things 
where thie greatell Joy is to be found ; and 96 
Conlideration it feif is a pleafure, as we pro^ 
yed before, fo it is a guide to lead Men inMi 
fttch a Paradife,a$ they would be content to lofe 
themfelves in, and defire no greater Felicity <m 
this iide Heaven. 

Vn. Impediments 

yn. Fesrof gsiug diftraSfedwitb ptrimgoB 
things too bigofor their capacities. The averfe- 
befs from a truly ferious and circumfped Life, in 
mod: Men, is fo very great, that they'll entertain 
the abfurdeft,filliefl, and mod childiih pretences, 
rather than beperfwaded to that courfe God and 
his holy Aogels,Scripture,Confcience,Minifters, 
«nd aU the Providences of God do call and 
invite them to. And fuch a fhift is that we 
have before us ; a Plea fo impertinent, that we 
might juftly askJthe Qudlion, Whether thofe 
that make ufe of it are not dillraded already \ 
\ '" ' *"^ •'' Men 
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Men had as good give us a dovrnright Anfwer, 
and tell us plainly, That they will not take their 
everlalting Stare into connderation,and will have 
nothing to do with Salvation, as make us con- 
clude lo much from their Unlleadinefs and Terr 
giverfations. Their Anions ihew it, why (hould 
they deny it with their Lips ? Their Works de- 
clare it, why ihould not they confefs it ? God 
concludes fo much from their Converfation, 
Why ihould they love to bear the World in 
hand, that i lis not fo? The Heathenifh People 
of Congo "^txt honeft, who being baptized into. 
Chriftianiiy, and underftanding afterward that 
the Religion they had embraced required Char 
Hity, and forbad Polygamy and Lafcivioufnefs, 
came back to the Prieits that had baptized them, 
and there folemnly renounced their Baptifm, al- 
ledging, that they were refolved not to part 
with thefe Sins ; and fince the Chriflian Reli- 
gion did forbid them, it was in vain to own 
themfel ves followers of that Religion, the Rules 
of which they were refolved not to ODfervCf pr 
live up to. Here the Priefts knew what to make 
of them, and did never after expeft better things 
at their Hands. But it's otherwife with the ge- 
nerality of Men that call themfelves Chriftians; 
they love to leave God, an^ th6mfelves,and their 
Meighbours in the Dark ; and we find they halt 
between twoOpinions,unrefolved whether they 
fliall follow God, ox Baal. They would neither 
difpleafe God, nor the Devil. The Devil's Fa- 
vour they keep and maintain by their fecret 
averfenefs from a ferious Preparation for ano- 
ther Life ; and God's good- will they court, 

by 
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by pretending that they would follow him, were 
it not for fuch and fuch Obltacles and Impedi- 
ments. And indeed their Flefh does no fooner 
fugged anExcufe to their Mindsy but they pre- 
fently flatter themfelves, that that fliifc will be 
a fumcient Apology for negleft of their Duty, 
And rho' going diilraded wixhConfiderattonbe 
a thing very unlikely^ next to Impoffibility ; 
yet a pitiful ihift being better than none, this 
comes in with the relt, and helps to rock the 
Soul into a pleafing Slumber. It feems their 
Brains are ftrong enough to contrive how to 
promote their own Fall, but will not ferve then* 
to ponder how to keep themfelves from Ruine. 

One would think they could not be worfe mad 
than they are already^ and therefore they might 
venture upon a ferious confideration of their 
ways without danger. Take a view of thy Afti- 
ons. Sinner: Go into Houfes where Mad-men 
are kept, and fee whether thy Deportment and 
Pradice be not as like theirs, as one thing can be 
like another : It's the Charatter of Mad-men, 
to chufe Means altogether unfuitable to the End 
they defign ; if they offer to kindle a Fire with 
ihining Brafs, or attempt to build a Houfe with- 
out Materials, or think that a Net will fecure 
ihem againft the bittereft Frott, or hope to be 
Mailers of a Trade without learning of it, or 
talk of being acquainted with fuch a Language, 
when they have neither Books nor Men to con- 
verge withal ; we )uftly look upon them as 
diftrafted : And would not one think thee 
befidesthy Wits, that hears thee hope for Hea- 
ven, without taking the way that leads to it? 

And 
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And talk of being fav'd» when thy Adtions fa-- 
VQur only of preparation for eternal Mifery I 
To hope to be faved by following the Di;Aace5 
of the Flefliy is as wife an Ad:» as tahb^ tabe 
warm by fitting upon Ice, or byfurroulioingthy 
felf with Snow-Balls. Thou wouldft take ehac 
Man to be beiide himfelf, that ihoold cbnfe to 
He all night in Mire and Dirt, when there is a 
convenient Bed provided for him; or that 
&ould prefer deeping on a Dungbil, before 
repofinghimfelf upon a clean Conch: And doit 
not thou aft the fame madnefs, when thoupre-' 
ferrell lying in the Arms of an £nen^y, before 
reding in the Bofom of a gracious Redeem-^ 
tt ? And hadft rather reft in bin, more odious 
and loathfom to God than any Dunghil, than 
delight thy felf in him wbofe fervice isperfed 
freedom I 

Can there be a greater madnefs than to prefer 
Stone before Bread, and a Serpent befocea Fiih? 
And is not thy Didradion as great, toedeem a 
(inful Pleafure more than the favour of God ? 
and fet by theDrofs and Dung of this Worldf 
more than the Excellency of the Knowledge 
of Chrid \ No Man commends Midas for his 
Wifdom, when he defired. That all things he 
touched might turn into Gold ; for hereby his 
very V iduals fuffere d Tranfmu tat ion ,and he was 
darv'd ; And art not thou as foolifli when thou 
defired nothing but W orldly Eafe and Pleafures ? 
When thofe things thou dod fo earncdly wifli 
for, will be thy undoing, and thofe very Deljcates 
thou longed for, wili at lad famifh thy Sdul for 
ever ? 

Who 
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Who takes aoc the CwiBthians for diilraaed 
MeO) when, they abufed die Ambafiadors of a 
jpowerful Republick) which could crufli chem 
HKo Ruin ? And art not ihouasmuch befide thy 
felf when thou doft vilifie and flight the Mel- 
fage of the King of Heaven5 and not only 
iloppefi thine Ears againil the Offers of Mer«- 
cy> DVt putteft iU Coi^vftions on the Endea* 
vours oi God lo ccwYert thee, as if he intended 
to voh th^ of thy Happinefs, when nothing 
bat thajt Endeavour can procure it i Is this thy 
Wifdoni, to negle^ the weightieft Concerns* 
aBd fpend thy time in admiring Bubbles ? Is 
this thy Wifdom» with Reboboam^ to defpife 
the Counfel of the Grave and Ancient, and fol- 
low the Advice of young Men ; to negled what 
the Ancient of days proclaims in thine Ears, and 
tbheajrken what a few raih Youths do fuggeft?To 
iKght what the mod prudent Men aiTure thee up- 
on experience to be fo, and to tread in thofe 
Paihs which thy greateft Enemies entice thee to 
walk in? Is this thy Wifdom, to prefer a few 
drops before an immenfe Ocean of BlefTednefs ; 
an Atom before an Infinite ; and the fmalleft duft 
upon the Balance before Mount Zim^ which 
caa.never be moved? Is thisWifdom» tothruil 
away Salvation with both Arms, and to oppofe 
the Endeavours of that God, that even coni^ 
pels thee to come to the Supper of the Lamb ? 
Istbisthy Wifdom, tolieinaDungeon, when a 
Palace is prepared for thy Reception ? And to be 
enamoured with Deformity it felf, when thou 
art courted by him who is altogether Lovely ? 
Is (bis thy Wifdom, to rely on broken Reeds^ 

rather 
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rather than on the Rock of Ages ? And to truft 
more to Gailles in the Air, than to him who is 
the Ancient of Days, and hath promifed neither 
to leave nor to forfake thofe that call iipdn 
him faithfully? 

And when theCafe ilands thus with thee,when 
thou art as mad as thou well canft be, fure thou 
needeftnot be afraid that Confideration of thy 
Ways will make thee fo. Confideration! Why 
this will make theefober ; this would bring thee 
to thy right 5enfes again ; this would make thee 
live like a rational Man again ; this would reftore 
thee to thy Wits again ; this would cure theDi- 
llempers of thy Brain ; this would befo far from 
promoting, that it would chafe away all Madnefs 
and Diftradion;this would clear thyl5nderftand- 
ing, and reftifie thy Will and Affeftions, and 
make all thy Faculties move more orderly. 

Confideration would let thee fee what mad-^ 
nefs it is to defpife him whom thou flandeft 
moil in need of; and to neglect that now, which, 
upon thy Death-bed, thou wilt wifli thouhadft 
minded day and night. This would reprefent 
to thy mind, what weaknefs of Judgment it is 
to call thy feif happy, with Crcefusy before thy 
end ; and to flatter thy felf with Felicity, before 
thou kno well whether the latter part of thy Life 
will be agreeable to the former, or to the prefent 
in Affluence and Profperity. This would fhew 
thee what a folly it is to flight the Fount aAn of 
living Waters^ and to hunt 2i{tQX broken Gift ems 
which can hold no Water ; and to efteeni a Wil- 
dernefs^ a land of defarts^ and of pits ; a land 
of draughty and of the jhadow of death ; ^ land 

which 
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mhkhno Manfaffes through^ and where no Man 
dwells^ infinitely more than aflentijulCountry^ 
Jer. z. 6. Tiiijs would fhew thee what a folly ic 
IS to forfeit the Favour of him that mull be thy 
Judge one day; and to make him thy Foe, 
without whofe Mercy thou muft fall a Prey to 
belliih Furies ; to (corn that Provifion now, 
theCrumbs whereof thou wilt be glad to gather 
one day ; and to mock his kindnefs now, when 
one day thou wouldelt rejoyce at the leait fmile 
of his Countenance, if thoucouldit but have it. 
This would ihew thee, what a foUy it is, to be 
raviihed more with a painted Coronet, than with 
the real Glories of a Kingdom; and to rejoyce 
more in the prefenc Pomp and Adoration of a 
Stage, than in thy Rieht to the Reverfion of a 
Crown ; and what diitradion it is to think that 
the Great God,who changes no t,wiii make thofe 
Blefied,wfao renounce hisfiiifs,and quench Hell- 
Fire for Men, becaufe they are reiolved to run 
into it ; to make thofe like unto the Angels of 
God, that will live like Beafts here ; and prefer 
thofe to his Throne, that would not have him to 
Reign over them ! This would (hew thee what a 
folly it is to make merry at the brow of a Pit ; 
and to fing Care away, when thy Sins call for 
Mourning and Lamentation. 

CottiideratioOsStnner) would let theefee,That 
there is no Wifdom like that Wifdom, which 
makes Men wife unto Salvation ; which makes 
them deliberately take God for their Guide and 
Portion, and fearch into thofe things which do 
mpfi nearly concern them ; which makes them 

God's Providence^ and conilderate 
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in examming the Reafons,and End of his Love to? 
JVlankind ; which makes them chufe the Good 
and refufe the Evil ; and teaches them how to 
prefer theSuggeflions of the Spirit before thofe 
of Flefli and Blood ; which teaches them to apply 
things to their own Souls, and to reduce gene- 
ral Precepts to particular Perfons,TimeSy Places, 
and to digell them into fpiritual Profit and Emo- 
lument ; and that thofe who deny all ungodlinefi 
and worldly lujtsj living foberlyy right eoufiy and 
godly in this pre fent worlds looking for that blef- 
fedHofey and the glorious apfeartngof the Great 
God^ ardour Saviour J efusy are the only Men 
that are in their Wits; and that the reft who 
forget their calling, and walk not worthy of the 
vocation wherewith they arecalledy do reaHy un- 
man themfelves, and live below their reafon. 
This would let thee fee, that thofe who give all 
diligence to add to their f ait hj virtue ; and to vir-^ 
tuey knowledge ; and to knowledge^ temperance ; 
aJtdto temperanee^fatience ; anatoPatienceygod" 
linefs \ and to godlinefsy brothirly-kindnefs j and 
to brot her ly-kindnejsy charity ; and are not bar- 
ren nor un fruit Jul tn the knowledge of our Lord 
JefusChrifij are the Men that chufe the fitteft 
means for the greateft end ; and that he that 
works to day in God's Vineyard, andfo num- 
bers his days, that he may apply his heart unto 
Wifdom; and lives^ like a perfon that remem- 
bers he hath a Soul to be fav'd, is the Man who 
governs his afif^irs with difcreticHi. This would 
let thee fee^ that Men do pretend to Learning in 
. vain, while they are ignorant of Mortification 
. of their Members whicbare upon the Earth^^and 

of 
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6f a SfnritualLife, which is every Man*sgreatelk 
Intereft. That the Tai»fer doth but draw the 
Pidure of his own Ruin^ who is not wife for 
Eternity, or doth notreprefent to his Mind the 
Images of that Glory which ihall e'er long be 
revealed in holy Men, fo as to lead a Life which 
may be a Preparative to it. That the 'Dijputant 
is no better than aHeretick inManners, wno doth 
not reafonhimfelf OQtof the fhares of Sin, an4 
ihew forth, oat of a good Converfation, his 
Works with Meeknefs; That the LogiciunyW\io 
refolves all knotty Arguments, is but a Fool 
while he knows not how. to keep himfelf from 
the Wiles of the Devil ; and that the GrammO' 
ri««, who redifies the Errors of Speech, is but a 
Mad-man, while he takes no care to re^ifie the 
Errors of his Life«That the Aftronomery^\iQ tells 
the Stars, and calls them by their Names^ is vaia 
in hislm^nations* while he hath not his Con- 
verfation in Heaven. That the Metaphyjieian^ 
•that fpeculates Things above Senfe and Nature^ 
is but a very indifcreet Perfon, while he takes 
no heed to make God his highell comfort and 
delig|)t< That all Of ticks are Nonfenfe, which 
do not teach Men to behold the Mighty God that 
•made them ; and all Geometry but Confufion^ 
which leaves Men ignorant of the height and 
depth of the Love of God* 

Confideration would difcover to thee^ That 
God who is moftWife,is mod Holy too ; and that 
in vain we imitate him in one Attribute,' except 
we imitate him in another \ uid how itratiohal a 
thing Sin is r what ftrange unmanly Adiions it 
^atsMetitiponi Anions which th^y muftod 

H X iihafiled 
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aihamed of, if ever they are faved ; and mulb 
renounce and deteft, when they have done 
them, if ever they arrive to inward Peace and 
Satisfa^ioa This would fet before *hce thd 
Euge'sy the Applaufe, the Honour God beitowa 
on thofe v^ho are fo wife as to take their leave 
of Sin, before Sin leaves them, and ^cercife 
themfelves unto Godlinefs that they may attain 
unto eternal Life. 

But what will not prejudice do? It was that 
which made the Jews^ callChrifta Samaritan^^ 
Devil, a Wine-bibber, a Friend to Publicansand 
Sinners. It was that made them hale the Apo<- 
f lies to their Governors, and cry omjAtvay with 
Hjevfj ifs not fit they Jhould live uptm Earths 
It was this made Ahal^\\^Kt the uprij^ Micaiab^ 
and the Athenian condemn the juft Ariftides^ 
tho' he had never feen him. It was this made 
the poor Man, who knew not what J&bm Hu/is 
Doarine was, fo bufie and induftrious to carry 
Wood for his Funeral Pile, and as zealous to 
kindle it ; infomuch that the Martyr ccmld not 
but cry out, O Holy Simplicitv J ti^s this fets 
Menagainft Confideration of tneir^Ways, and 
makes them give out, that it will crack their 
Brains, and diforder their Underftandings. In- 
deed it will caufe a tumult in the Soul, a con* 
fli6t between the Spirit and the Flefh, between 
Chrift and Belial^ but fuch a flrife, a& will end 
in a Glorious Calm. When Confideration ni- 
ters, Madnefs vanifhes ; as wild Beafis^do creep 
into their X)ens at the approach of Day light. J 
The World may make Men go befides them- | 
fehres^ CoMfideration reduces th« whole Mhl 
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to fobriety* Confiderarion indeed may put Men 
upon Adions, which, in the World's apprehen- 
iioo^ may be Madnefs ; Thus it made Sr. An- 
tbony part with all his fubflance to the Poor, 
that he might have Tretfure in Heaven ; and 
made others live upon Herbs and Bread and 
Water only, that thereby they might fubdue 
their Lufis the better ; but of this, none can 
judge fo well,ashe that is the Fountain of Wif- 
dom,even thatGod^whoisWifdom it felf;and 
if he let the mark of Wifdom on them, the ver- 
di(9: of the World is to be regarded ncJ more, 
than the Judgment a Blind Man gives of Co- 
lours. 1 know he that will deny himfelf in fen- 
fual Pleafures, and trembles at a Sin, which o- 
thers laugh at, and is afraid of offending God 
even in imaller matters^ and prays with ail 
Prayer and Supplication, watching thereunto 
with all perfeverance,pa{res for a Mad-man with 
Men whofe Confciences are defiled ; but fuch 
Mens Tongues are no Shmders : And Confide- 
ration would fhew, that nothing is more agree- 
able to the rules of Wifdom and Prudence,thati 
to live in conformity to the Will and Pleafure 
of him, who is the great Sovereign of the World, 
and hath given us Souls capable of being go* 
vern'd by Moral Laws and Precepts, and is re- 
folved to fcourge him with Scorpions, that 
knows his Malter^s will, and doth it not. 

It was Sin made the Prodigal dillra6led, it was 
this puffed him up, and tempted him to fay with 
"Pharaoh^ IVho is the Lord^ that I jhould obey 
his voice? \t was this made himill-natur'd,and 
turbulent, difcompofed his Underllanding, an4 

N 3 ' ^ ^ robb'^ 
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robbM him of the Notions which Nature and 
good Education had planted in him ; and in 
this he difcover'd his Folly, that he left his Fa- 
ther's Houfe, traveird into a far Country^ as far 
from Heaven and Holinefs as he could, and 
there wailed his Subftance with riotous living; 
whence it came to pafs, that a Famine arifing 
in the Land, he would fain have filled his Belly 
with the Husks the 3wine did eat, and no Man 
would vouchfafe them to him : Confideration 
brought him to himfelf, and to his Happinefs 
again ; and his pondering. How many fervants 
of my Father have bread enough^ and to J^are^ 
find I pefijh with hunger? I will arife^ and go 
tQ my Fat her J and will fay unto him^ Father^ I 
hfive finned againft Heaven^ and before thee^ and 
am no more worthy to be called thy Son : Make 
me as one of thy hired Servants^ Luke if. 17, 
18, 19. This, I fay, brought his Reafon into 
order again, and confe^uently prepared for his 
Quiet and Happinefs. And indeed, the con- 
feilion of Men who put off the Old, and put 
on the New Man created after God in Righte- 
oufnefs and true Holinefs, fhews what we are 
to think of Confideration, When they come 
in good earneft to refleft on their former fin- 
ful Life, they are ready to call themfelves a thou- 
fand Fools, and Beafts, and Sots, and wonder 
how it was poflible for them to live fp long di- 
redly contrary to Reafon, and to all the Prin- 
ciples of Gratitude and Humility. Confidera- 
tion fets all to rights again ; and they would not 
for any thing, but that they had ruminated oh 
ijieir Folly, and compared ix with the Intereft of 

their 
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thdr Souls, and the Will of God, in order to ^. 
juilaggravation of their Madnefs: For now they 
arefeniible, that before they underflood nothing 
to any purpofe, and aded but like Changelings, 
contrary to all the Dilates of the Law of Na- 
ture, and their own Confciences. Thus Conli- 
deration, z^ Ananias did to Saul^ comes in, and 
immediately there fall from the Sinners eyes^ as 
it were fcalesy and he receives Jight forthwith ^ 
and arifes^ andis ftrengthenedy Ads. 19 9. and 
Wifdom enters into hisriearr, fuch Wifdom as 
before he was a ftr anger to : The merchandife of 
it is better than the merchandife of Silver ^ and 
the gainthereof than fine Gold: She is more pre- 
cious than Rubies ; and all the things thou canft 
defire^ are not to be compared unto her. She is a 
tree of life to them that lay hold upon her^ and 
happy is every one that retains her^ Prov. 3. 14, 
15, 18. 

Confideration enlightens him, and makes him 
wifer than Socrates y more learned than ihe 
1>ruidsy more fagacious than the Brachmans^ 
more quick than the Gymnofophijts^ more appre- 
heniive than the Terfian Magi : Epicurus^ tho' , 
called The Sun of the World ; Anaxagoras^ tho* 
ftilcd The Mind of Mankind ; Ariftotle^ tho* fir- 
named The Sea of Wifdom, the Miracle of 
Learning, and the laft Attempt of Nature ; yet 
are nothing compared with a Man whom Confi- 
deration hath reduced to that Wifdom which ts 
from above^ fir ft pur e^ thenpeaceable^ gentle^ ea- 
fie to be intreatedy without partiality ^ and wit h- 
out hypocrificy full of good works. 

N 4 VIU. /». 
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VIII. Impediments 

Vin . An Opinim^ that Converfion^ cr tnrnmg 
to God as Divines do reprefent ity is not neceffary 
to Salvation. We may charitably believe, that 
moll Men who are averfe from Coniideration^ 
come to Sermons; andwemayfuppofe, tfaati as 
carelefs as they are in hearing the Word of the 
Living God, fometimes before they are aw^e 
fomething ftrikes their Hearts, and flicks with 
them ; which, when they are any way fober, or 
free from bufinefs, will goad and fling them into 
confideration of th6|r ways ; and not feMora^ 
with Jgrippa^ they are almoft per f waded to take 
their fmful Lives intoferioiisConfideration,aiid 
feel good purpofes, and wiflies, and intentions, 
and defires in their Souls, to fet time apart for 
pondering how they may be converted, andde- 
dicatethemfelvesfincerely to God's fervice, in 
order to their everlatting Blifs. But in fuch cafes, 
either the Devil, or their corrupt Hearts are rea- 
dy to whifper rntheirearsythatConverfionisnot 
^o operofe, fo laborious,fo dreadful a thing, as is 
defcribed in publick Difcourfes; and that the 
Men that preach, ftretch it farther than needs; 
and confequently,Confiderationhow to get into 
the State that's recommended to them, is alto- 
gether needlefs ; for if that ftriftnefs and clofe 
walking with God be not necelTary, whyihould 
any Man break his Brains with Coorfidenition 
how to attain to that humble, felf-deoying cir- 
cumfpeft Life, as isfaid to be theeffential Ingre- 
dient of Converfion* 

'- .. ; ; I 
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I know not ho wGon verfion can be made more 
neceflary, chtn Chrift hath made it. If daily 
Bread be nedciTaf y, if Meat and Drink be necef* 
fary^ if Raiment be necedaryy if Health and 
Strength beneceiTary, thenConverfionis necei^ 
fary ; for it is the Bread which conies down from 
Heaven^ it is the Meat and Drink of our Sools : 
This mufl keep them warm^ and cover them^ and 
nftaketbem Healthy^ and Strong, and Visoroas, 
Ii's that which Heaven is entail'd on> and with- 
out which Men (if they dare take the Word of 
that Jefusy whom they do believe to be the Son 
of God) can look for nothing elfebut everlaft- 
ing deftnidion : Except ye be convert ed^ ^dbe-- 
come as tittle Cbtldren^ yejhsll not enter into the 
Kingdom of HeavenyMttth. i8. 3. are tbeexprds 
Words of him, who came from Heaven tore* 
veal his Father's Will; Words, ivhich ihould 
ifarike Uke Thimder, pierce like Lightning, 
frighten like Ghofts, and, like Charms, bind the 
Som to her good Behaviour; Words, which do 
not on)y import the abfolute neceflity, but reprfr- 
feirt the nature and manner of true ConveruoiL 
And if the Words a()ded, by way of Explication, 
be throughly weighed, it will appear to any ra-* 
tionalMao^hat that labor iousConveriiofi,which 
the Mniilers of the Gofpel prefs and connneod, 
is no other, hot what Chrift requires in order to 
Salvation : ¥<xc what can be the meaning of this 
Phrafe, becoming as little Children^ but that Men 
muilleamtabe Children in Malice j i Cor. 14. %o. 
pull. down their Paffions, watch over their in- 
ordinate Affections, overcome themfelves, and 
harbour no grudge, no hatred, no revengeful 
^ ' thoughts 
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thoaghts in their Hearts, againft thofe that 
have offended them ; and, likenew-born Babes3 
defire the fincere Milk of the Word^ that they 
may grow thereby^ i Pet. x. x. /. e. with all hu- 
mility and alacrity fubmit themfelves to be gaid^ 
ed, and ruled, and govern'd by the Precepts and 
Injundions of Chrtft in the Gofpel, without dif- 
puting or contradiding his Commands, tho' le- 
veird againfl Fieih and Blood, as much as Chil- 
dren leave themfelves to the guidance and dire- 
dion of their Nurfes ; and have neither drength, 
nor will, nor malice, tooppofethe Will or Or- 
der of thofe that lead them : Not that Chrtjt 
ferbids examining either the Divinity or Rea- 
fonablenefs of his Dodrines and Injundions. 
No : God is not afraid to have his Will tried 
and examined by right Reafon ; for as it is the 
eiSed of the higheft Reafon, fo it muft needs 
be moft agreeable to Reafon, it being impoffible 
that Truth can be inconiiftent with Truth. Go, 
lay together all the Principles which that fpark of 
Divinity, right Reafon, doth fugged. Do not 
confuit the Reafon of fenfual Men, who call 
Laughter, Reafon, and brutifli Delights, efFeds 
of a Human Underflanding ; fo Devils may call 
the Fire they roll in, the Light of God's Coun- 
tenance : But fummon together all the Princi- 
ples which the wifeft Men in all Ages have una- 
nimoufly agreed on, and let God's Will be tried 
by that Touchftone, and its Glory will foon ap- 
pear; its Charaders, like the Stones of the 
riigh-Prieft's Ephod^ will glitter and fparkle to 
admiration : And therefore C&r//?doth fo little 
difcourage Men from trying the Divinity of his 

Sayings 
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Sayings and Commands^ by the Rule of right 
Reafon, that in feveral places he bids the Tbd^ 
ri/ees^ and whoever were his Adverfaries, to 
judge impartially of the Arguments he gave 
for the Divine Original of his Doftrine, And 
without all peradventure, this Liberty every 
Man hath to examine, and fatisfie himfelf, whe- 
ther the Injundiens oiChrift and his ApoftleSt 
were things that dropt from Heaven, or no. 
But then, where Men are convinced, or have 
fufficient reafon to be convinced, that thefe 
Precepts are the peremptory Will of God con- 
cerning their Salvation ; (as any Perfon who is 
not a Changeling, or ameer Natural, may find 
upon due Examination and Enquiry, if he will;) 
there God expefts mott jullly, that all Pretences 
and Excufes and carnal Reafonings ihould fall, 
and the Soul fubmit readily to the Yoke of 
Chrifi, and refign its Will to Chrift's Will, 
(though it cannot for the prefent comprehend 
the true Reafon of fome Commands) and fuf- 
fer it felf to be aded and guided by thefe 
Laws, without contradidion, or oppofition, or 
tergiverfation, denying and renouncing every 
Apprehcnfion or SuggelUon that would folli- 
cit or tempt'it to ftart a fide from fincere Obe- 
dience, and all Difcourfes that would daih or 
impede its willingnefsandreadinefs to embrace 
them. 

And indeed, this is all we mean by true Con- 
verfion, viz. ceafing to obey the Diaates of the 
World, the Fleih, and the Devil, and endeavou- 
ring ferioufly to live up to the Precepts of the 
Gofpel, without asking our Lulls, orvainDe- 
S fires, 
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iiresy whether they are willing to it or no ; a 
fincere Refolution to get from under the Yoke of 
$10, and to make the Lord jefus, who bought 
us with his own Blood, our lupream Ruler and 
Governor. And fince there can be no Govern- 
ment without Laws, and we never heard of 
any other Laws Chriil gave, but What we have 
in the Gofpel, we cannot and dare not but 
conclude, that to live up to thefe Laws of the 
Gofpel, is true Converfion. And therefore, 
an unconverted Sinner is called, jl Manwith- 
out Law; not but that he hath a Law in his 
Members warring continually againft the Law 
of his Mind ; nor that he lives under no Law 
pf the Civil Magiflrate : He can live in no So- 
ciety, but he mull be fubjeifi to the Municipil 
Law of the Land ; but becaufe he doth 
not make the Law of Chrift the Rule of his 
Thoughts, and Words, and Anions, which upon 
his Converfion he begins to do, and becomes a 
Man that lives by Rule, and is as cautious of do^ 
ingany thing asainft that Law, tho' in fecret, 
and removed trom the fight and prefence of 
Men, as if the greatefl and graveft AiTembly did 
furroundhim. 

, And indeed, the Primf tive Chriftians took no 
Perfon tobe convprced, that did notmake thefe 
Laws the great Rule of hi$ Life, and fhewed by 
his Aftions, that he prized afld efteemed and 
valued thefe Laws, above all the Orders and De- 
crees and Conilitutions of the greated Mo- 
narchs. Not that they difobey ed tbeLaws of their 
Prince, where they claibed not with my Liw of 
God; No, this they fcorn'd and abhorred; nay, 

they 
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they gloried ia their fobiniffion to all the la\r<» 
fill Commands of their fuperiours. Bat when the 
Laws of their Princes interfered with any Law 
ofChrifit there they fhew'd, by their chearful 
$uffering$t that they had a greater Mafter tp 
ferve, and that there was no gireater King than 
Conlcience. 

\Vhen we do intreat and admonifli Men to be 
converted, vAut do we do but perfhade them 
to mortifie their Members which are upon the 
Earth, Fornication, Uncleannefs, inordinate A^ 
fedion, evil Concupifcence, and Covetouibefs, 
which is Idolatry ; and to put ofi* Anger, Wraths 
Mali<:e, Blafphemy, and filthy Communication 
out c^ their Moutns ; and to put on Bowels of 
Mercy, Kindnefs, bumblenefs of Mind, Meek- 
nefs^ Lcmg-fu0ering, fo as to forbear one ano- 
ther, and rorgive one another. To let the W ord 
of ChriO: dwell in them richly, in all Wifdom, 
teaching and admoniihing one another in Pialms 
and Hymns, and ^ritual Songs, finging with 
Grace in their Hearts unto the Lord ; and what- 
ever they do in word or deed, do it all in the 
Name of bur Lord Je/bs Chrift, givinjg thanks 
ttnto God and the Father through him. To 
be poor in Spirit, to be medc, to hunger and 
thint after Righteoofneis, to purifie their hearts, 
to follow Peace with all Men as much as in 
them lies. Ta be patient under Slanders, Re- 
n'oaches, andPerfecutions. Toliveinafi^feof 
future Joys, and of an e verltfting Recompence. 
To avoid aJl apparent occafioos of Evil, even 
things that are barmlefs in themfelves, if they 
provoke or tempt to Sin. To avoid Swearing 

in 
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in their ordinary Difcourfes and Communica*' 
tions ; to love their Enemies ; to do good to 
them that hate them ; to pray for them which 
perfecute them^ and defpitefiilly ufe them. To 
give Alms without aniy liniiter ends; to pray 
without affedation of vain Applaufet or laying 
any ftrefs upon the length or their Prayers* 
To Fail wittiout Oftentation; to lay up their 
Treafure in Heaven ; to truft God's Providence 
in their refpedive Callings and Conditions; 
to love him better than the World; to ufe the 
.World as if they us'd it not. Not to grieve the 
.Holy Spirit of God, whereby they are fealed 
unto the day of Redemption; not to judge 
izMji but to forfake their greater Sins, before 
they find fault with the lefler Tranfgreilionsbf 
their Neighbours ; not to be cold and mdaSk^ 
rent in matters of Piety ; not to be peeviih, or 
froward, Or impatient, to hearken to the Re- 
proofs and Exhortation of faithful Monitors; 
not to be pleafed with their own Praifes, nor 
to comply with finful Men in their vicious In- 
clinations ; not to liiten to the Didates of Fleft 
and Blood, to the cenfures^ backbitings, re-^ 
preaches, afperfions, which p^ropbane Men c^ 
upon the ways of Holinefs ; to be bold as Li- 
ons, in maintaining the Honour of Keli^oiii 
and in daring to be^oodin a iinful Genei'^ioB i 
to walk in the ilrait way, and take ptin^.for 
Heaven. To avoid Hypocrify, and to mantfeft 
their Profeilion by their Live^ ; both to hear^aad 
to do what they near, and to bring forth fruits 
meet for Repentance ; and to let their Light ftf 
ihine before Men^ that they may fee their goodt 

Worksf 
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WorkSi and glorifie their Father which is in 
Heaven. To be faithful unto Death, and to hold 
out to the end ; and to fufTer for the teftimony 
of J ejus ^ if God thinks fit to call them to it ; and 
to coniider him that endured fuch contradidion 
of Sinners a^ainlt himfelf, left they be weary and 
faint in their Minds ; to feed the Hungry, to 
cloath the Naked, and vifit the Sick, and to 
hope and to believe that they ihall be reward- 
ed at the Refurreftion of the Jutt. 

Thefe are the great LefTons we beg of Men 
that they would hearken to ; LefTons which 
would refine their Souls, clarifie their Reafon, 
make them fit for conver fing with him that d wel« 
leth in the Heavens. 

Thefe are the things we would have them la- 
bour after, when we entreat them to turn, or 
to be converted unto God : And what are all 
thefe Peformances, but Duties enjoined by our 
Lord and Mailer upon pain of Damnation ? He 
hath protefied, that thofe who wilfully negleft 
thefe Laws, and do not think themfelves obli- 
ged to obey them, when yet they profefs them- 
felves to be his Difciples, fhall find by woful Ex- 
perience what it is to tread under foot the Son 
of God, and to turn away from him that fpeaks 
from Heaven. He is unchangeably refolved, 
where Men mak« light of his Invitation, and 
flight thefe reafonable terms of Salvation, and 
entertain his MefTage with Contempt, and nei- 
ther repent of that uontempt, nor teftifie their 
Repentance by Tears, and Sorrow, and Refor- 
mation, and Obedience, for the future, to let 

them 



ipi The Great Law of 

them have that eternal Mferjr, that unreach- 
able Fire, whereby he thought to fright and 
wean them from their Lulls, apd to drive them 
into Paradife, and which is fo far front if^fM^- 
ing of them, that cbeyrun into it moftgreedilf, 
feem to invade thofeFlames, and to he in love 
with endlefs Agonies. 

And now let any Man in hjs Wits judge, whe- 
ther Conver fion in that fenfe we Cpeak ot, both in 
publick andprivate,be not indiipenfibly neoaf- 
fary ? And whether Confideration how to be 
converted,fail not under the iiime neceffity I Our 
Natures are not fo very prone to goodnefe, that 
. we may yield to thefe Laws, without ezamining 
and thinking what we ought to take, to work 
our Hearts into hol)^ willinoiefs to fubmit ; £or 
it's a fwimming againit the Stream, climbing up 
a Hill, running counter to. our loclinatiboiis: 
And therefore the Soul had need be iisafoned 
with thoughts of the admirabte conti ivance, 
goodnefs, profit, benefit, and advantages of 
•thefe Laws, and c^ the love and compaiuon of 
God that ihines in them ; and of the harmony, 
order, calmnefs, peace, and fatisfadion Obedi- 
ence caufes, before we can conform our Will a> 
his Will, who is refolved, that ^0gs and Swinf 
ihall not enter into Heaven. Indeed, a^Man that 
will obey, and be faved, muft be a thinking Mm, 
his Mind muft fet fail, and launch out into the 
deep; fetch the ancient Hermits from ^lypt^ 
Saints from JerufaUm^ Tarthians and medesy 
and Elamites^ and what holy Men lived formerly 
in Tontus and j^Jia^ V?hrygia and Tamphylia^ and 
bring them into his own Ulofet, fet them befoee 

his 
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his Thoughts, bcbold how they kept under theii" 
Bodies, and brought them infubj^aion, left they 
Uiould mifsof arecomperice in the Refurrefti-* 
on of the Juft. 

But what ihall we fay ? When Men are re-» 
folved to live like Swine, and will not believe 
that God demands chac Holinefs of chem, the 
Scripturefpeaksof; when they believe God to 
be altogether fuch an one as they themfelves,a 
friend to Sin, and falfe in his threatnings ; when 
they believe, that Difcourfes of Divines about 
Converfiomxe no more but Talk, and a Caft o^ 
their Office, and that themfelvesgive no credit 
to the things they Preach toothers; when they 
believe, that God denies them nothing that their 
Nature prompts them to, and is pleas'd with 
riieir Frolicks, and Diverti Cements. When 
they believe, that the great end of their Crea- 
tion is to get Money ; and that they have a Be- 
ing given them in this World, to fill their Bel- 
lies with all the Dainties they can get ; when 
they do not heartily believe a Judgment to 
Come, and look upon the flames of Tophet but 
as painted Fire ; when they take worldly felici- 
ty for their Heaven, and wi(h there were no 
other Beatitude after this Life, but Mahomet'^ 
Paradife. When they account that to be the 
beft Calling, and Condition, and Place for 
them to live in, where they haVe but fulnefs of 
Bread, and Money enough^ and Inftruments of 
eafe ; as Coaches, and Chairs, and Horfes, and 
Servants to attend them: When they do fo, 
we bad ts gopd tempt theih to ^nock their 
heads againtt a Wall, as perfWade ihero into a 

O ferious 
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ferious Confideration of their ways. Without 
ail peradventure, it's worth coimderin^ that 
God intends fomething by the aforefaid Pre- 
cepts, and that they are not defigned for Beafts, 
and irrational Creatures $ that God doth not 
think fo light of them as we do ; and hath a 
fenfe of Honour, and will not let a wilful 
contempt of things fo facred, and fo venera- 
ble, go unpuniihed ; that Obedience makes Men 
like unto God,and caufes them,in fome meafure, 
to approach the Holinefs of his Nature ; that 
thole certainly muft be in a better condition, 
when they come to die, who follow tbefe 
Rules, than the other, that know no Laws, but 
the didates of their own licentiouihefs ; that 
thefe Laws enjoyn nothing but what agrees with 
and promotes the profperity of Mankind ; and 
that if we believe God tobe jealous of his Glory, 
to obey thefe Laws, mud, in all probability, 
be the molt likely way topleafe him ; that thefe 
Precepts do fignally advance the Dignity of 
Human Nature » and clofing with them, ihews 
the generofity and greatnefs of Man's Soul, that 
he dares live above the common level of Man- 
kind ; that to become fubjed to thefe Laws, is 
the fafeft coorfe ; and a Man can lofe nothing 
confiderableby thatfubje£tion, if there were no 
other World ; that all thofe that fubmit to thefe 
Lawsjcannot be Fools ; and if the wifeft of Nisn. 
clofe with thefe Injun^ons, it muft, to fpeak 
moderately, be very great imprudence to laugh 
at them. 

But where Converfidn is thou^t a thii^ fn- 
perfluoas, no maryel if Confideration be look*d 

upon 
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tipon as a task fit only for Men who have no^ 
thing elfe to imploy their time in. And yet 
in their teqjporal Concerns fuperfluous things 
are mof^ cbyeted ; Rooms of State they feir 
dcm make life of, more Provifion than they 
can well fpend, more Furniture than they 
need, more Garments than they have juft oc- 
cafion for: So. that fuperfluous things are not 
always cafl afide, and therefore Converfion 
mighty at leaft, be as much minded, as thofe 
fuperfluities of Vanity. But the fame reafon 
that ferves them in Temporal, doih not ferve 
them in Spiritual things ; and they will count 
that a good Argument in matters relating to 
their Bodies, which they will by no means ad- 
mit of in a point relating to their Soul, though 
the cafe and circumftances be the fame. And 
as it is with Men, that will not receive a Pre* 
fent fcnt them from one they fcorn ; they do 
not only refufe the Gift, but will not fee the Mef- 
fenger that brings it : So here, Confideration 
being the MefTenger that would prefent them 
with the vaft Treafure of Converfion, they do 
not only rejcft the Gift, but the Donor too. In- 
deed, where People defpife the Houfe, they'll 
have no ^eat value for the Porch ; and when 
the End ieemsneedlefs, they'll not trouble them- 
felves much abotjt ufing the Means that lead to 
it* And fuch Perfons we mufl leave to be con- 
vinced of the necefjpty qf Converfion, by their 
Puniijbment. Since Reafon qannot perfuade 
them^ Judgment ipufl take iiway the Veil from 
their Eyes* What Exhortation cannot efFe^, 
Thunder mufl; prod]ti?e. What they will not 

O ^ believe 
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believe upon the Word of God, they muft be 
forced to give affent CD by the Flames theyihall 
e're long feel the rage and fury of; and God, 
"who coidd not be glorified in their Convetfion, 
mult glorifie himfelf in their cverlafling Con- 
fufion. 

IX. Impediment. 

IX. Mifiaking the Nature of Conjideration, 
As the way to Life is but one, fo the ways that 
lead to Deftruftion are infinite, and without 
number. And fuch root doih a Sinful Life, if 
not checked betimes, take in Men, that if they 
can but find the fliadow of an excufe, they will 
not fail to lay hold of it, that they may not 
part with what they love fo dearly. It's from 
hence, that all their little attempts to perform 
their Duties, pafs with them tor the Duties 
themfelves; as if lifting up, or moving a piece 
of Lead, were as much as carrying of it from 
one place to another. They w^ouTd be angry 
with their Servants, if demanded what work 
they have done, they fliould reply, that they 
have executed their Mailer's Command, when 
they have only touch'd the Plow with a Fing- 
er, or played with it to divert thfcm ; and take 
it very ill of a Waterman, that ihould ask 
Money of them for carrying them to the 
place they intended for, if he mould but give 
a ftroke or two with his Oar, and fo give over; 
and laugh at that Perfon, that (houtd pretend 
he bath, made them a Fire, when he hath laid 
biit two or three flicks together. The folly 

they 
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tbeyfindfault within others, theypraftife them* 
fclves ; and while they pretend to take the Mote 
out of their Brother's Eye, they are infenfible of 
the Beam that is in their own ; for thus we 
find they do proceed, when exhorted to afe« 
rious Confideration of their ways; they take 
every fad Thought of their Spiritual Concerns 
for Confideration, and a rambling Imagination 
of their danger, pjilTes for contemplation of their 
Spiritual w retched nefs. 

Becaufe now and then, when fome lofs or af- 
ilidtion befalls them, a melancholy conceit ileals 
into their minds ; and ti'hen they cannot have 
their Will, or are crofled, and difappoinred in 
their Worldly expeftations, they begin to fret, 
and grow impatient, and in that Impatience 
give a look to the Image of Jefus, and his Difci- 
pies, who endured great affliftions; becaufe 
when their Children have dealt unkindly; by 
them, or Poverty is like to come upon them, 
they vouchfafe to let in a tranfient Contem- 
plation of the World's Vanity; and when 
fome great Man hath call them off, or their 
Friends are difpleafed with them, they do 
ilightly refleft on the never-failing compaffion 
of God, and caft a carelefs look on their Sins, 
that may have defer ved the trouble they are 
under; they give our, they confider the things 
that belong unto their Peace; and if thofe 
flaflies do not produce the effeds in ihera 
the Holy Ghoft expeftfy they are apt to charge 
Confideration with unfufficiency j and cry out 
againlt it, as a means improper to produce 
that ferioufnefs of Life, which God requires 

O 3 of 
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of them in order to everlafting Happinefs ; as 
if, like Jquafortisj it would take out the Ink 
which Sin and the Devil have caft on their 
Souls in a moment ; and a Raven could be 
changed into a Swan, with an Almighty Fiat, 
let it be foj and it tnuft be fo. Wherein they 
appear to me like youAg and haity Chymifts, 
that are impatient, and will not lee the Men^ 
ftruum jRand long enough, but would have 
the Experiment perfeft,. before the matter be 
ripe for operation ; and thus they come to 
mifcarry. 

To think how Men play the fool with Relip- 
on, bow aukardly ^faey go about it, and how filly 
the Apologies are they make for this negled, 
cannot but make a fober Man admire, how it's 
poffible for them to fink into fuch iimp^icity, or 
londnefs rather, to delude their own Souls ! They 
know it is not a ilroke or two that will fell a 
Tree; nor knocking twice, or thrice, that will 
pull down a Houfe ; nor blowing (lightly, that 
will make green Wood burn ; and yet that they 
ihould be fo fottiih, fo impertinent, fo abomi- 
nably carelefs in the greateft Concern of their 
Lives; and fancy, that a few carelefs Thoughts 
now and then will produce chat circumfpeift Life 
God commands and urges; betrays fo great a 
ihallownefs of Reafon, and is an ad fo weak, 
that I know not how to give it a name difpara* 
ging and low enough- 
Alas, Confideration, as hath been hinted 
before, is a frequent, reiterated, lively reprefen- 
tation of the Danger of a fmful Life ; and, SIN- 
NER, didfl not thou go about it like a Man 

that 
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that is in jefl, thou wouldfl fee what wonder^ 
it doth caufe. Didft thou fet upon this though r 
ful task in fober fadnefs ; and, if the firil, and 
fecond, and third Confideration, would not 
weaken the Fortifications, or ftrong Holds of 
Iniquity, affault them with frefli fupplies of 
Thoughts, and aggravate the Sins thou wouldft 
be rid of, and think how often flighted convi- 
ftions border upon the Sin againll the Holy 
Ghofl, and move God to fwear in his Wrath, 
that fuch Men Ihall never enter into his Reft ; 
thou wouldft not find that relifli in Sin, which 
now thou doft ; thou wouldft find it hath more 
of the Gall and Wormwood in it than of the 
Honey. The fenfual Appetite would lofe much 
of its heat and fury, and thy Paflions would be 
brought into a cooler temper. Eli^a bid the 
King of IJrael Jmite upon the ground^ and he 
/mote thrice^ and flayed ; And the Man of God 
was wroth with him^ and faid^ Thou fl^ouldft 
have fmitten five or fix times ^ then hadft thou 
finitten Syria till thou hadft confumed them^ 
X Kings 13. 18, 19. An Emblem of what is to 
be done in the cafe before us. Sin may be 
weakned by fome ftrokes of Confideration, but 
will not be confumed without thofe ftrokes be 
often repeated 

One great Error Men lie under, is this, that 
they confider the pleafure of Sin, more than the 
benefits of a ferious Religious Life ; and what- 
ever hath mott of my Confideration, muft necef- 
farily prevail moft with me. Let but the want 
of Grod*s Love be more thought of,than outward 
Poverty, an4 God's Holinefs and hatred of Sin 

O ^ dwell 
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dwell on your Underftandings, more thaa the 
difpleafure and contempt of Men; let but the 
Concerns of your Souls have more of your 
Contemplations than the fatisfaftion of the; 
flefb, and you'll fee other efFefts. 

But where Men fuflfer the fenfual fatisfaftion, 
they have either felt or heard of, to play upon 
their fancy, and fport it fclf with their imagi- 
nation ; where they dandle the foft conceit,and 
call the fmiling pleafure to mind oftner than 
the real and folid pleafures of Holinefs ; there 
the former cannot but get the better, and play 
the Sovereign, and rule the Soul, as will appear 

to mention no more) from thefe two inftances; 

Such aMan is troubled with lafciviousThoughts, 
and luflful Defires ; when the finful Thought 
jhoots firft into the Mind, if he do prefently 
call in Confiderations of God's prohibition, 
and anger, and of everlailing burnings, and fet 
before his Eyes the fate of Sodom and Gomor-- 
rah^ the brevity and tranfitorinefs of thefe 
flefhly fatisfaftions, the tears, the anguifli, the 
grief they mutt coil him, if ever God Ihould 
accept ojf him ; the uncertainty of his Life, the 
hazard he runs of being cut off before he may 
have a Heart to repent ; the multitude and 
variety of Sins his Lufts will engage him in ; 
the Difeafes and Infirmities he may procure ; 
the unquietnefs of Confcience he (hall pull 
down upon himfelf, ^r, and refolve to enlarge 
upon thefe difcouragements, and do it as often 
as he finds his Flefh grow unruly and rrouble- 
fom, he'll ceriainly get the viftory, and capti- 
vate his Lulls to, the obedience of Chi itt Jcfus. 

' Jiut 
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But when thefe Coniiderations are called in 
only for Formality's fake ; and the Sinner, to 
make God fotne recompence for the folly he 
delights in, and flop the mouth of the crying 
Child, his Confcience, not out of any love to 
the Duty> ^ut forced and dragged, as Men go 
to the Gallows, is content to think a little of 
his extravagance, and thac which gratifies his 
jfickly Paffions is fufFered to be the chief gueft 
of his Underftanding ; when inftead of Argu- 
ments againft thefe Lulls, he lays out for To- 
pickSi and Confiderations, which may diminifh 
and take off from the greatnefs of the Sin ; as 
that God will not be angry for one Sin, and 
that fure God remembers how frail and weak 
his Nature is, and that he doth not intend to 
allow himfelf long in it, and that he would a- 
void it, but cannot ; and that the flrength of 
his Paflion will excufe the heinoufnefs. of his 
Grime, and that mofl Men have had their fro- 
licks in their younger days, &c. where he fuf- 
fers the Circumftances of his lafl Nights Revel- 
ling to roul in his Mind, how fott fuch em- 
braceis were, how kind the perfon was that 
loved him, how fweet her addrelTes were, how 
melting her Smiles and Favours, how pleafing 
what ihe faid and did, how merry the meeting 
was, how eafie he was under thofe fenfual rap- 
tures, how glad other perfons would be to have 
fuch an opportunity as he had; how he was 
heightned by fuch a Cup, how elevated with 
that curious Drink, how that Liquor wifb the 
firange name difpofed him for the carefles of 
fuch a Beauty, how fuch a one^pplauded him 

for 
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fat \ikWit i how taking chat Jeft was, bow 
<teii^ted the Company was with his Rallerjr, 
fSc. Where, I fay, the Mind dwells upon fuch 
light and frothy Conceptions ; and whatever 
would dafh theni, is only fhewn, as it were, to 
the mind, but is notfuffered to enter in to take 
pofleffion; beat^only againft the Fancy, is not 
permitted to min^e with it, or if it enter, is 

J[uickly tbruft out a|:ain ; and if it be allowed a 
eat there, is foon difmifled, and turned away 
again ^ there certainly the Man muft continue a 
ilave to his Corruptions and paffionate ]>efires ; 
and the Confiderations, which were to produce 
ferioufnefs and obedience in him, cannot but 
be ine^dual, becaufe they do not lie on long 
enough ; as falted Meat will not lofe much of 
Its faltiih tafte, if but dipt in water, nor Cloth 
imbibe a tini^ure that is but only fprinkled 
Upoa't. 

Another receives a fignal Injury, the af&ont 
he fuffers is great and notorious ; on a fudden 
ius Paffions are up ; his Underflanding is fruit- 
ful, fuggefis a thoufand methods to hun, how 
he might right himfelf. The Devir fecretly 
hdps to enlarge the heinoufnefs of the FaA, 
enriches the Invention, makes it quick, appre- 
henfive, fills him with the unhappy Images of ag- 
gravating circumllances, reprelents to his Mind 
the fweetnefs of Revenge, tlie difmal afpedfc of 
the Indignity, the unfufFerablenefs of theDifr 
grace, the ways and means how to compafs his 
vindiftive deugn, the ihame that's thrown up- 
on his Honour, tbe.bafenefs of the Injury, the 
fordidnefs of the Aftion, the Ingratitude that's 
' ' ihewn 
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Ihewainit; the IncWititvtheOffender bath dif- 
covered ; the Verdids othis acqauntance in cafe 
he doth not reward the Offender according cq 
his work ; the blot that will be upon his Family 
for ever ; the various Advantages he formerly 
had ^ainil the wretch» which yet he fcoraed tQ 
take, ^c. And while his mind is filled with thefe 
ima^nations, it's poflible Reflections on the folr 
iy of his Anger, and the Charity he owes to all 
Mankind; the example of Chriil and his Apot 
files, praying for their Perfecutors ; the genero- 
iity of pardoning an Offence, and forbearing of 
Revenge, when it lies in our power to be even 
with the Offender; fuch Thoughts as thefe, I 
iay, may flrike his Mind ; but if he fuffer the 
Motives to Revenge to lodge more quietly in 
bis Mind than the Motives to Patience and For- 
givenefs, it's foon guefs'd which of thefe will 
be Conquerors. Let but his Mind rmninate 
and enlarge more upon the great Duty of for** 
bearing Revenge^ than upcm the ple^fure of ta-» 
king Revenue ; let him refolve to lay afide the 
thoughts of^the latter, and oply take a view of 
the former ; and when any motions to refled 
on the Injury, and to take it ill, come in, be pe*- 
remptpry that he will think of nothing but the 
beauty of Mceknefs and Patience ; and the 
Thoughts which inflamed his Spirits, and made 
the Blood boil in his veins, will cool by degrees, 
and the motions of the fleih will give ground to 
thofe of the Spirit. 

The fame may befaid of all other Sins which 
he that names the Names of Chrilt is obliged to 
depart from ; he that wpuld be rid of thcm,muil 

not 
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not let the tranfitory fatisfaftion thofe Sins af- 
ford, hover in his mind, more than the great 
worth of an immortal Soul ; where the latter is 
made the moft frequent Objed of our Thoughts, 
Love to the other will dwindle away, and at laft 
expire. For our love changes, and moves from 
one thing to another as the charms of the new 
objeft are more frequently reprefented to our 
^inds, and the attradives of the one are more 
thought on than the other. It is fo in the very 
ways of Sin. The lullf ul Sot leaves the Beauty 
he doted on juli now, and is tranfported with 
another. What's the Reafon? ThenewObjeft 
rolls in his Mind and Fancy more than the other, 
and confequenily captivates his afFeftions more ; 
fo that were the lovelincfs, that is in Goodnefs, 
fet before the eye of Reafon, more than the 
gaudes of Sin ; Goodnefs, by the Grace of 
'God, would at laft preponderate, and carry 
away the Viftory. 

To make this appear, we need no other proof 
but common experience; and tho' after a Man 
hath ruminated on the odioufnefs of a darling 
bofom Sin, he may fall into it again ; yet the 
Arguments which make againft it, and prompt 
him to part with it, being called in again and a^ 
gain, and laid on afrelh ; and as they wear out, 
or decay, renewed and llrengthened with great- 
er inforcives,it will be found,That he who finned 
with courage and confidence before, begins 
DOW to fin with trembling, and reluftancy of 
Mind, and at lafl: is moved to bid an Eternal 
farewel to it. The frequent thinking on thefe 
i^eafpns, the renewed and reiterated Contem- 
plations 



Consideration. jo^ 

plations of the horrid ingratitade againil God^ 
and of the ihame and forr ow the Sin mufi end in^ 
firfi weaken and loofen the poifonous Plants 
then bruife it, and at lail do quite root it up 
and deftroy it : Which is the Reafon why the 
Almighty calls to Men, I fa. 46. 8. Remember 
this J and Jhew your fe Ives Men ; bring it again 
to your mind^ Oye tranfgreffors : To mew, that 
without often repeated Confiderationi they will 
continue fettled upon their Lees ; and that,with- 
out It, they ad notiike rational Men, but like 
Children rather, whofe flight and thin remem- 
brances of their errors make them fall into 
them again, with the next opportunity. 

X. Impediment. 

X • Converfe with evil Company. There is not 
certainly a greater encouragement to real Ho- 
linefs, than Religious Society, and good Exam- 
ples. That Innocence we fee, makes deeper 
impreilions on our Hearts, than that we hear of^ 
and our Eyes afford greater motives to imita- 
tion than our Ears. A Religious friend charms 
me into that Piety he embraces, and his kind- 
nefs inftills his Devotion into my Soul. I am 
apt to imbibe his Principles of virtue, with his 
kind expreffions ; and frequent converfe makes 
his goodnefs as familiar to me, as his Perfon. The 
fevereft mortifications, if I fee them performed 
by thofe I love, lofe much of their rigour and 
difmalafpedl, and become amiable ; and as iin- 
pleaiing a thing as felf-denial is, it looks more 
eafie and facile> when he, I am intimately ac^ 

quainted 
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quaifited withal, fhews me that icispra^cable^ 
it doth not appear fuch a formidable thing, as 
before it did. He attempts to daih the thoughts 
of impoffibility ; and when a thing comes once 
within the compafs of poifibility, there is that 
natural, or acquired generofity infomePeople^ 
as to fcorn to leave that undone, which o-^ 
ther Perfons are to do ; and the refult of fee- 
ing their endeavours is commonly this Que- 
ilion. If fuch a Man can do fo. Why can* 
tiot I ? 

There is no fenfe works upon the AfFeftions 
like that of Sight ; it makes the Object live in 
the Underflanding, and from thence the Will 
and AffeAions are follicited into embraces of it. 
This was the reafon why the Chriflians of old, 
when they would in fober fadnefs apply them- 
felves to a truly Chriftian Life, retired into De- 
farts, where lome devout Hermits had their 
Cells, that by looking on their exemplary De- 
votion, they mi^ht be tempted into a cheerful 
imitation of their Goodnels. 

And as it is with Religious Society, it both 
makes the task of the greater and weightier 
matters of the Law lefs difficult, and kindles de- 
fires in our Breafts, to follow fo excellent a 
Pattern ; fo evil Company, on the other fide, 
doth as much dilbourage Men from perfor- 
mances, as are fomewhat troublefome to Fleih 
and Blood ; and hereof, Confideration of their 
Ways is not the leaft. This implies fome feif- 
denial, and the found of the word imports 
teaking War with the foft and fickly defires of 
the Flefh; and having wrought their own 

Hearts 
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Hearts into a deteftatioii of this Daty* they 
fright others from it ; as frmn Medufd^ Hea^ 
which will certainly turn them into Stones» 
or infenfible Creatures: They care not for 
iincere Devotion themfelves> and would not 
have others live ilrider and precifer thao 
their Neighbours : For, to fee others live bet- 
ter, is to receive a check ; and the goodnefii 
of fuch perfonsis a fecret reproof of their own 
carelefoefs. Ccmverfe becomes nneafie, where 
the other Party is Religious, and nothing is fo 

g'eat a reftraint upon their Inclination, as the 
onfciencioufnefs of a Companion that 
gives a Refrimand to their Humour ; and, as 
Muftard laid on the Nurfe's Nipples mars the 
Child's greedinefs after her Mlk, fo the modeft 
and ferious behaviour of thofe they are to 
ccmverfe with, embitters that Mirth they 
would gladly take their fill of; and therefore as 
they have a low efteem of the Ways of God, fo 
they would not have others prize them at a 
td^er rate. They delight in ienfual Skitis&di- 
ons, and look upon other Mens difcourfes con- 
cerning Spiritud Delight, as Nonfenfe. They 
are averfe from fubje^ting themfelves to the 
Will of God, and would have others as difo- 
bedient as themfelves. They think it was a 
far better World when there was not fo much 
Praying and Preaching as th^e is now { and 
would have others flight Chrifl's invitation 
to the Supper of the Lamt^ as much as them* 
felves. 

He that makes fuch his Familiars, and looks 
iipqn them as difcreet and rational Man, mo& 

neceiBi* 
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necef&rily continue a ilranger to Confideratioti 
of his Spiritual and everlalting Concerns ; for^ 
«s they are no adrtiirers of ttfcourfes which may 
advance the welfare of a boul, and feldom take 
the name of God in their Mouths, except it be 
in their Oaths and Curfes ; lo to be fure, they'll 
tell very difmal and doleful Stories of Religion 
upon all occafions, and reprefent the fevere 
performances of Piety in fuch an antick drefs, 
that be, who prizes their company, oracquain* 
tance, fliall applaud their invention, and admire 
them for their witty Conceits, and defpife all 
ferious Thoughts concerning things of everlaft- 
ing confequence. For the Humour is catch^ 
ing, and things fet off with a jeft> firfl tickle, 
and then make Profely tes ; and he that at firfi 
aflifted only in the laughter, comes at laft to 
imitate, and he that bore a part in the fmile and 
ap{daufe, is brought fo far, as to tranfcribe the 
temper and inclination. 

The Age we live in hath taught the World to 
vend Prophanenefs under the name of Wit, and 
tocontemnReligion under the Mantle of Repar- 
tee, and quicknefs of Fancy ; and he that loves 
to be with thefe 6eaux Efprtts^ will, in all proba^ 
bility, learn to be as carelefs, and as fecure as 
they. Evil company, where a Man delights in 
it, will infed him, do what he can ; if he have 
any good in him, they'll wade and confume it ; 
if he be deffitute of virtuous Principles, they'll 
keep out all Confiderations, as fliall either dif- 
compofe him in his folly, or fbed Refolutions 
into his Soul, to come away, and feek a better 
Kingdom ; infomuch that it may truly be faid 

of 
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bf fach a Man, as of him in the Gofpel, whd 
travelled from Jerufalem to Jericho^ 7 bat be 
is fallen among Robbers ^ who firij^ him of all^ 
and learue him mlferablet Luke lo. 30. 

Evil Companions are the Devifs Agents, 
whom he fends abroad into the World to de-^ 
bauch Virtue, atid to advance his Kingdom ; and 
by thefe Embafiadofs^ he effeds more than he 
could do in his own Perfon. His own (hape and 
appearing would fright rather than allure* and 
as well as Men likeSin^ did they fee the Father 
of if, they would not be very fond of being his 
Children; But aftingin the Children of dif- 
obedience^ which are of the fame Flelh and 
Blood with us, and Creatures of the fame 
ibape, and for which we have no averfion, but 
rather fometimes agreat afTedion to^ the bait is 
eafily fwallowfed: Thefe are his Faftors, and by 
thefe he draws Men into Eternal darknefs. V!^^ 
thefe he pecks up all the good Seed that's fown 
in us, and infufes bad qualities into our bettet 
part. Thefe laugh Men into dellruftioni and 
damn them in kindnefs^ Thefe fawn Men in- 
to Miferyj and tickle them into an Eternity of 
Torments; Thefe turn Religion into Jefts and 
make the Precepts of the Golpel matter of RaiK 
iery, Thefe are true Devils, that delight in the 
Murther of SoulSj and fmking into the bottom*" 
iefsPit, pull down their Adherents with them. 

And what likelihood is there^ that a Mafl 
fliouldconfider thelntereftof hisSoul, that con* 
forts with Perfons^ who do, as much as lies in 
them^ depreciate the value of it, and ilrive to 
put all feriotts Contemplations out of his Head \ 
^ \ P What 
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What probalMlicy^ than ai IMaa fboald fit dowia^ 

and fet before hitn the terror ofttheLordjaod-be 

transformed by the renewing ofhit^Mind'^ wbei 

when the Holy Ghoftexhorcshim i^frwewbu^ 

is theholyydcceftable^ andf^epf^wUPoftisdi 

U be fervent in Sftirit^fervi^gtbe Lordi t9 pe^ 

Joyce in hope J to be fatimt in tpibuiiUi$ni tt^^eon^ 

tinueinJiantinfn^&Tj tohleftthem^hichfer^ 

fecute hitn^ Rom. ix. 2^1 p. gets preibntly afber 

into company^ where ali'tbofe LeflTons^afe^ 

rided, where the contraiey Vice^ are oommend^ 

ed, where Confideration how to be Mlnlter of 

thefe Graces is exploded) as a* thing only fit for 

Alms-men, and HofpkaUBoys^ where thefe fe'^ 

rions Exhortations are drowned in Laughtei\ 

and fuch things fuggefted asrendi^raJ^fi^vift 

only for the World, and for theFl^ib^ andimalM 

him fagacions how to gratifid his* head4llH>iig 

Paflibns and inordinate Affec^ioos* 

Hethatconfider^ htsways^ and yet frequents 
fuchSociety,imitat6safbpHfllGiird'ber^thac<after 
he hath fown his Seed, and feesit oon^ up, lets^it 
Hogs to devour and tear it up^afvd' with iP^/ie/i»/«( 
undoes that at Night, which he hath woven in the 
day-time ; or like fome fooUfli Shepherd, having 
for fome hours watched his Sh€e(>, leaves theiflMt 
laft expofed to the fury of the W otf,qr fomefliGll 
noxious Animal. Confideratioft (as I ihdl prore 
in the fequel) requires feparatitMv; aodwllefi 
God C2\\SyCome out ofBabyhn^ Om^fp&opie- j it is 
not only that they may n^ partieipate of thiik' 
Punilhment, but that they may not ihareiocheir 
Sins^and confequeiady^that^they may be at Icifore 
to confider how to prevent, and «voidbotftt 

I 
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d<^a6^ Amy^ bttt Men ni«y dea( aik) trafHck 
tvith Men of » )do^6 Coolyef fatiooi and noclofe 
tbeif fedotifflefsi nor be difcour^ed fr pm a h6ly 
PfeparatioBfisr. a better Life; fo Sc.?^4||//may 
cpnverle witd^^^,^ Si. John mth Herod t 
^smie/wkh Neimfkadf^xz^r^ and 7)dvU wa h 
i^g^/^i&/)f^.Sotbefirft€hriilMias had commerce 
whhtfaeworflofHeatheiitiiaiid he thatliveski 
<he W orH, « hafhirty coiifiderable coDderns in 
!() isferced ^oiesep iom coifrefpeDdeoce with 
MeA of in Princtpte^^and vror fe PraHftkes. But 
fhefe ib» great difierence b^^^den travelling 
thpo' Ethi(^i4^ afid dwelbiug; there ; ch6 former 
laa; bocf^aoge the Goosfdiexiofiv bur the latter 
wMl inftfflfcMy dd it */wr^r^ ttyyou in an Epijlle^ot 
fe^oifl^nf with Fornicators^ yet not alto^^ther 
iMtb thie Petkicators of this w^tidy or with thi 
C^vePoliSifr £xt^f^,tiontrsi or with Idolaters ifor 
thinym mnfi ileedsgooitt of the world : But now I 
hae&e writt&n toyvitn^t to keep coinpany^ if^^y 
Mam that is called a Brother^ a fornicator^ ot 
Cavetttmi or anidalateri or ^ Rather^ or dT^runk^ 
ardifit an' Extort toner ^ijoithjiiih an one not to eati 
ftich fhef Appitle5iG^r«5.9f,]!o^i I. It's one thiQ^ to 
Gohvttrfe with aMatras WithaStrai^ger,anotber 
to eonverjEe With him as a Brother ; otie thinf to 
«y the Duty of Crviliity to him, another to admit 
iim into tte number of my Friends $ otie tliiiig 
tobe nieceffitated to difcoiirfe vl^ith himt afietheH: 
todeHghe in it ; one thing to go into fi^ch com* 
J)afey wjthfcautioofnef«^aiid circunsifpeSipn^aQ^ - 
rfier to roffli'hito rt withotit fear ot wit; the for- 
mei* doth not import a neoefiity of Pollutio6t 

ilhiefofelMriiBdbQS thekfeSoAiacvitalUe^^ . 

P % Society 
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Society in Sin ftrangely takes off from the fiei-^ 
noufnefs of it ; it makes the Sin appear with a 
fainter red ; it doth not look fo dreadful^ when 
Men have companions in their offences ; they 
think there is fome comfort in having aiTociates 
in mifery, and dare to Sin more freely^ when 
they are not alone in their tranfgreflion. They 
are afraid their Angle valour will never be able 
to duel God's Wrath and Indignation, but ha- 
ving others join'd with them, they may make a 
Ihift to weather out the Temped of his Anger. 
They hope God will not damn a multitude of 
poor Creatures together5 and fancy the great 
number of Sinners may fright or move the Al- 
mighty into Compaflion ; if they fufier^ they 
think they fhall not fare worfe than their NeiglK- 
bours ; andif they fmart for their Rebellion, they 
fhall be able to bear it as well as their Confede- 
rates in the Iniquity. With fuch airy Notions 
Men feed themfelves ; and tho' thefe are very 
dangerous Pillows, whereon Men ileeping 
catch their Death, yet becaufe they are foft and 
promife prefent Rett, they are made ufe of ; and 
whatever is faid to the contrary, islookM upon 
as the Pharifees Boulfters, filled with Nails and 
Straw, and fuch harder Materials unfit for re- 
pofe, and inept for cordial Embraces. 

Ill Example draws out the inward Corruptioa 
into Adion, and the inbred evil Concupifcence, 
«iay be, would lie quiet, or die, if fuch Patterns 
did not put it into JPermentation. Many Chii* 
dren would be modeft, did not their Parents be- 
haviour feduce them into love of their Vices. 
Some Ser viint 8 have ingenuity in them, and darft 

not 
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not venture fo far into Sin as they do, did not 
their Matter's example encourage them. Adam 
fins for Companies fake, and it's like would have 
continued iledfail in hisignorance, if he had not 
feen the Woman eat of the forbidden Tree, and 
been folicited to imitate her defperate enter- 
prize. The Ifraelites being mingled among the 
Heathen, learn their Works; and having con- 
verfed long with the Mgyftiansy who were 

freat Worlhippers of Oxen, ereft a Calf in the 
k^ildernefs of Sina: Growing intimate with 
the Midianitesj they imitate their Whoredoms, 
and pollute themfelves with ilrange Flefti, go to 
the Sacrifices of their Gods, and eat of them, and 
bow down to their Deities. Jofeph comes to be. 
familiarly acquainted with Tharoah\ Courtiers, 
and an Oath, By the Life ofTharaoh^ goes down 
without bogling or reludancy. Lot had lived 
among Men who made nothing of the vlleitun- 
elean^efles imaginable, and foon after confents 
to incefluous Copulation. Solomon^ by his \n^ 
timacy with his Concubines, learns to worfliip 
Devils ; and his Son Rehoboamy by making the 
young Gallants at Court his Familiars, grows 
ra(h, even to his own Dettruftion. Had not 
VPeter gone into the High Priefl's Hall,, it's like 
he woidd never have been perfwaded into Cur- 
lings and Imprecations. Converfe with Drunk* 
aros, by degrees, caufesapprobationof theSin, 
and at laf{ delight in it. And thus it mufl needs 
be in the cafe before us,Inconfiderate Men make 
others as fupine and negligent as themfelves ; 
and he that lets his ac^uaititance with them 
^row iotQ familiarity, will be apt to think| that 

^ % furc 
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furehem^ynegleAConfideraticmflftHSViyfif ii$ 
well as they ; if they v€Dtuf e, why isjiy oott^? 
And if they think not the omiffion preju4idbal to 
their fpiriroallntereftywhy fhould he terrifiehimr 
felf with counterfeit Tl hunder? If they hope ta 
do well after this, whymaynothe? Axid ifibsf 
fear no revenging Arm, why fliould he makehis 
l^ifemiferableby thinking of Pimi&mqpt? 

Imprudent Menindeed! Youmay ha^efeena-^ 
thershang, or drown, or bura themfelves; but t$ 
this a temptation to you to follow them? Yqu may 
have feen a paffionate Fool throw huaifelf dova 
from a Precipice, becaufe he could aotebjoy iSas 
reci jwocal affedion of the Party he doted on, tait 
doth any of you think this difirafihon merits iim^ 
tation \ Becaufe fuch a Man ruins himCel^ audhis 
F^mi iy, have you a mind to do fo too f i^cau£s^ 
inch an one doth not mind hisTTadfs, but liesia 
Alehoufes and Taverns, muft ymi neceiFaniy 
inake him your Pattern^ Becai^e fuchu Maodiir 
regards the Favour of his Friends that are both 
able and willing to ajQIll him, is that an argutnentt 
chat you mull needs learn his ways? Because fodi 
an one lets his Garden run to Wteds, miillyaii 
tlierefore fill yours with Bryarsaiul Thorns? Be- 
paufefuch anoneembe^^les his £(iate, muft yes 
therefore fpend yours in riotous Living ? Aik} 
will you ftorm the Gates of Hell, becaufe ck* 
thers are fo defperate as to do it? Will yon 
how) with Devils, becaufe others delight m 
that ftffufick ? Will you fcom the o^rs of 
Salvation, be^raufe others will not be drawn 
by the Cords of Love ? Will you run the ha- 
zard of legng the Hghc of (^'s Oouteoaoce 

for 
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for iever« iiesoatife othets ionov not how to 
prize it? 

Otoff SoQi,i)e.&(»t tfaoQ tempted by thefe weak 
Arguments, follow net a avultiinde to do eviJ, 
Let not the way that leads to Dellrudion invite 
thee, becaufemuiytiierebe that find ir. Com- 
pai^, whatever refrefhment it may be in Chains 
or Inn^isAs jiere, CBn«iSbrd but Muleconfoktion 
an eternal i*'-knes. Oonipany there will bat in«- 
crevfe MemJKUTows, and iiiooiecy heighten their 
Woesand Tbrmems; in that T-oj^et one will not 
f}e«bleto<h^tiie other, «nd the ftrieks of hiiii 
that Whs fedtbed into Sin, xn31 but aggravate the 
groans ind an^fti of ^e Seducer, when he 
jnnfi reoember, that he was that Devil tiiat 
dagged the other into endlefs Torttires. In 
i»ittvraniGcihiiudet,fuch as Poverty, Exile^ Ba- 
iiiihaient, Oi%race,Coscempt, Pe^'fecQtion,So^ 
cwtyvazy ^ve fone eafe, tata quaiifie the Injury, 
but in aBgaifli of Miad,in torrares of Consciences 
Company nitfae<rinrages than allays, irritates ra<- 
liier than compofes the grief and fadnef$, ftM 
iudi Aoloocs Teign in Hdl. Strive, ftrive, O my 
Scnil, to w^k in the ftrait way. Let not the 
fin;^ nmaber of Travellers fright thee, it's the 
likelier w«y to Heaven, becaufe the great, th^ 
BMghty, the wife Men of this World, will hot 
§tiiap to this natrow Gfate ^ for God'is Ways 
ire urn as our Ways, nor are his Thoughts H 
dor Thosgjhts ; what (he World adtni r6S) he de* 
^fes, and what fenfoal Men make light of, he 
Cnywtts with Glory, and^endor, andlmr^or" 
tadky: So thou can'ft bat be faved, no matter 
}iow toail Che fiumber is of thofe that arrive 

P 4 to 
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to Happinefs. As fmall as it is, to thefe belong* 
i\itVromi{tf Fear not jthou little Flocks for it i^ 
jour Father s good flea/ure to give you theKing-^ 
4om of Heaven^ Luke 1 3 • 3 ^• 

XI. Impediment. 

XI. Negle^ ofconfulting with the Minifters 
ef the Gojpel about this necejfary work. It was 
God's Command of old, 7he Triefts lips Jhould 
keep knowledge^ and they Jhould feek the Law at 
f)is Mouthy for be is the Mejfenger of the Lord of 
Hojtsj Mai. X. 7. How mean foever the Age we 
iivein thinks of this Funftion of Men, as if they 
were needlefs Members of a Common-wealthj^ 
yet there was never any Nation fo barbarous, 
but after they were civilized into Societies and 
Government, judged thefe Men mofl: ufeful, and 
moilneceffary for the prefervation of their Comr 
jnon-wealth or Kingdom, Nature hath taught all 
Mankind to believe a Deity, fome thing which 
they look upon to be above all created fieingSt 
^nd from whofe Sovereign Command and Will 
either their 31eflings or Misfortunes flow. This 
Supreme Being they have ever thought themr 
ielves obliged to worlhip, not only in private! 
but in publick too : And that the publick Ado^ 
ration might flrike greater reverence, and be 
performed with greater Splemnity, to depute 
9nd order certain Perfons,a peculiar fort of Men 
to manage thofe Sacred Rites and Ceremonies. 
And indeed, the great eternal God, ever fince 
jhe hath vouchsafed to plant a Church in the 
\Vorld| ^aibbeen pleafedtq make it one great 

Charaftei? 
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CharaAerand Mark of his Favour and Bounty 
to Her, to give HerTeachers, and Prophets, and 
Evangj&lifts. And (he Commiirion he hath grant-* 
edthefeMen, the Titles and Honours he hath 
coQferred on them, and the Love and Reverence 
he hath commanded ail Men to exprefs towards 
them,the Promife he hath made them, to be with 
^hem unto the end of the World, the threatnings 
he hath pronounced againll thofe that ihali dif- 
parage their Office, and undervalue their Funftw 
on and Dodrine> the Precepts and Rules he hath 
iefc them to proclaim in the Ears of an unbe-- 
Jieving World, evidently declare, That they are 
Atnbfuladors of the great King of Heaven,wbich, 
in ChriiVs Head, befeechMen to be reconciled 
unto God; and that he that receives the Word 
they deliver from the Mouth of God, receives 
him that fent/them. 

In thefe Gofpel*days, *tis true, there is flied 
abroad a larger meafure of God's Spirit, than 
was formerly known under the Jewifli Oeco- 
nomy, and Men under the new Covenant are 
promifed to be taught of the Lord. IheyJhaU 
not teach every Man his Neighbour^ and every 
Man bis Brother^ f^yi^^y know the Lord% for 
ifUJhaU know me from the leaft to the great eft y 
Heb. 8. II. Yet that doth not make thisFun- 
ftion of Men needlcfs, but enforces rather the 
abfolute and indifpenfable neceflity of their 
Office and Authority, For befides, that this 
promife doth eminently relate to the Primi- 
tive Chriilians, who were made partakers of 
the miraculous ^ffiifion of the Holy Ghoft,and 
|)ad their Knowledge andl^earning fromabove^ 

th^re- 
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thereby to fit them theibetter for the7i»pa*i^ 
gatioa of a new Religiom ; if we ft^pofe, mat 
the Pf Qf^hecy moBt excend ico all that {arofeis 
thetnfelves Ghriftians, the meaning nf it can be 
BO more but this, that Gad will iiCe a more gea^ 
tie way, in convertitig Men under the God^iel^ 
andinthatfonTerfiofl, or indtmng their Hearts 
to his Commands, give fuch %rvilj reprefentar 
tions of the reaibaablenefs of them, and fo con^ 
vince them of their agreeableoefs to the Law 
of Nature, or the Law written in their tieartsi 
that they fliail not need to be put in mind b]f 
thdr Neighbours, of their JuftKe, andEqidty^ 
and Spirituality.They that have thought iliat this 
Promife refpeas the Life to come, have certain^ 
ly beenregardlefsof the Apoftle*s drift andpur^ 
pofe, wfap intends to dechre what People iin* 
der the Gofpel-difpenfation may expea from 
God, and hisipeaking to us in thefe lafl days 
by his Son ; and what method God means to 
ufe in converting Sinners from their evil ways: 
Sin fhail be made fo Odious,fo Loathfom to their 
Souls, that they fhaU abhor it as much as they 
loved it before, and the ways of God fkall foe re«T 
prefented to them by the Holy Ghofi, wor|:ing 
00 their Hearts in fudi lively Colours, that they 
will need no Monitor to embrace them. 

But then this gracious Promife doth not ex* 
elude, but prefuppofes ftill the means of Con-r 
verfion, of which the Miniftry of the Word is 
not the leafl ; and if the Miniftry of the Word be 
intended as a ftanding Ordinance, in order to 
thofe kindly Operations of God'^ §pirk, in the 
Hearts of thofe that fiiaU bcconverted ; and God 

be. 
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fafi jppr^j^t'^^ tM[qi;fpd by the Prffaphing of 

t^ WPfdy (o yrfit\iJOfii.ke So^ of Mefunooe 

hf^h Tp^Gffi tp ^d f^HU fivith die /cpDtriv^iicc 

of li^/e Alffl4S^ty»-b\tt f^k^Ksr 44q)Kie hu Wifdom 

apji ^fH>4(Ms> MiAt il^^ t^roBgb |his Difoeft.- 

ffiMOB } r^ot tq foe^i^ptA^ Gei wider the Oof* 

pel pM^s ^fiim io gr€ate]-]^owlefige thanfor^ 

vofiAvp |ip ir*^ ^% (bere ^ipnld be Men emiQeoc 

far lk^^w\?^iS f^T^^ ?^yio iaftrui^ others^ iid4 

v>bo.lJd^^^a4lfs jCet ppCfwdleili<;kbSMy light 

tJi^ r£^ m^ J^ Vrfm Mid Thftwmim ot their 

po^if« 4p4 ^wi^y« ]efi4 theo) aad epcouraoGt 

th^oi <§ prepiirp for fis«ve^. Ao4 if ^oturith- 

i\m4ipg^}^^ ^o44gi(XifsGifi$ of the Holy Ghoft 

poised <f^t io the p^ ipitive Tinges upon aU 

Ffpih) ^F<>4 tbopgt)t ^P iieceilAry fo Am Ap(>» 

fi}f^ ^ T«KJhewi ^f)4 Bi»itor^ when the i^ 

li^tfef pf .the S{HFit <XH)l4 f e<M:b M^ whiit their 

J^^Qfc Ai^re ^> teach thisff ; how ii)uch more 

a^asipl^y* i9ay w§ thifil^> moil the Minii^ry be 

, l^J^o i^imA} epotraordioary Giks have ceafr 

^ mid tlie gfaerial^ty of Men are fvn)c into 

xnoajftrovi? ]^BQfaACfi, iaaGi&ii4era(tenef(, and 

P?ftpidity ? 

I^dee4 thefe are the Mf n whom Qod hatb 
pjac£d ifi the Church, to dire^ others in tint 
way tp falvatioQ t wich whotn the Ig(K>raf)t ar^e 
fp qo^fult, what they qaiift ^o to be happy for 
ever •' ^uch Pf rfpqs at^ thi^Fefpi^ palled Scars, 
and Lights, which may infltti^ace the Mind^ 
9n4 the l-Aves of the IgooraQt, waro^ them with 
tiieir ^ea), conda^ them \>y their Brightoefs* 
lead them by their ^iae» a^d ihew them tb9 
j^pc;t:s ;^d§h^lvfi^ they are tp avoid. Apd ap 

upon 
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upon a wrong information given by the Tea^ 
cher, God is refolved to require the feduced 
Party's Blood at his Hand ; fo no Mari^ that 
hath a Tongue in his Head to inquire, can with 
any Juftice excufe himfelf from inquiring of 
thefe Men, what it is that the Lord his God 
fequires of him. And were this method fol- 
lowed in the cafe before us, and did Men feri^ 
cufly demand of them, which way to compafs 
an effeftual Confideration of their Soul-con- 
cerns ; here they might be informed and inftru*' 
fted,and undeceived in the errors of their ways. 
The Truth is, fome are fo civil as to fend for 
us, when the Breath is going out of their Body, 
and give us leave to come and teach them 
what they muftdo to be faved, when the Phyfi* 
dan gives them over, and they are ready to be 
fummoned to appear before the great Tribu- 
nal : They are contented we ihould give them 
an Epitome of cheir Duties, when they are pad 
working in God's Vineyard ; and furnifli their 
Minds with thoughts of Heaven and Eternity, 
when their Underftandings are ^s weak as their 
Bodies, and their inward Man as languid and 
feeble as their outward. But there ncieds no 
great ftore of Arguments to convince any rati- 
onal Man, that this is meer mocking of God 
and his Meflengers ; it's a fign Religion is much 
like Phyfick to them, which they do not make 
ufe of but in cafes of neceflity, and when no- 
thing elfe will do them good ; it's a fign they 
have a pitiful low Efieem of another W orld, 
who think Heaven worth no more than a fee- 
ble Thought, when they can ferve the Devil 

«n4 
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and Sin no longer : It's a fign they look upon 
EterDai Glory, as fome poor beggarly Happi* 
nefss who cannot vouchiafe it a ferious look 
till their Eyes grow dim, and the Sun and the 
Moon and the Light and the Stars are darknedf 
£cclef. II. X. 

Would they but fend for us, or come to us, 
while Marrow is in their Bones, and their Blood 
brisk and lively in their Veins, their Reafon 
llrong, and their Underftanding in its full Vi- 
gour and Glory, and advife with us about thefe 
cverlafting things ; we would then tell them, 
what Eternal Life means, and how no Man 
can be a Man, or be faid to ad with common 
Prudence, that doth not with all diligence 
make his Calling and Election fure ; we would 
then let them fee how many Thoufands perifh 
for want of thinking of Eternity. We would 
let then) fee how miferable thole Men's Con* 
dition muft needs be, who have their Portion 
in this Life, who after this Life muft look for 
nothing elfe but everlailing Chains of Dark* 
nefs ; we would reprefent to them, that their 
long Life here on £^rth, except it be adorned 
with Goodnefs, is but a long preparation for a 
longer Mifery ; and that he that dies full of 
good Works, though at thirty Years of Age, 
hath lived much longer, than he that hath lived 
an hundred, and been a Servant of Sin and 
ienfual Delights ; for he only lives that lives to 
God, the reft are dead while they live, and ra« 
ther take up room^than live. We could prove 
to them that thefe are not things to be laughed 
at, but deferve their moft ferious cont^mpla* 
. . cioas. 
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tM>i»s« and th<t »!»« iavii|g o^ * %tyA it fiof- fio^ 
light i tMng <s they maif itft^he; Wef woofd 
let then itey that cm, iH^u Kingsy and PriocM'^ 
add PhiIofopber$» CQnMbrs^^ and Saidts^ a&d 
l!l4«rtyr& of (4dy wboSi^ Meaicnri^ %re atdor^ 
were no Fools, when they kept under thfik^ Bc]m> 
dies>andbreitghc theA inti^ftifajedkiil^klFlAey 
fto«bd beeome paft-tfti^j whe» tbe^ lodked 
i^Mon all che lofll^ and erouble^y and miftraei 
that ccKild beial them for UghteoAfoeis ftkcs^ 
as chingf} not worthy t«» be' eotppai<ed with tiMb 
^ory \niich e'ef long fhould Be revteted i« 
thedi 9 when thtty did no« coHtit theit owA Litres 
dear for tine Go%e& of Ghf ift^ and w^ve ready 
to pa($ throi^h the moA daring Flames to HeaM 
ten^ We w«tttd Ic« tlieinl fee, etiat fibofe Mok 
had Braias, aad Wet>e Menrof Wifdoiki andDIi^- 
creti«» as well as tbey^ and' fi^vi^ fo near the 
time of Cbiift Mid bis Af>oftles» coftfd net pcy€- 
fibly be igmoranc of what wals to be done !■ 
erdar to evefflaffin^ happinefs ; and if ^ley had[ 
n<$>t been very eonfidoit of the tiiieh of (uhrift's 
Preimiifes, and known for certaliii, tba« withoitt 
firidaeft, and contemfyt of the Worlds mA 
watching agaiaft TdnptatioBSy th^re itas ao 
enfiring into their Maner's Joy, tiiey woaM 
sever have firiven fo mncb tO' eatJer ia ttt the 
ilcaight Gate as they did. We flramld \sk. 
theoi^ fee, that they did righ% apfnreltaDd the' 
Defign' c^ Chnitiantcy, which wai to make' 
Me& out of love wkh foblunoT' ObjeSs* and 
to mini^ nothing fo nluoh as cbe things of dke 
Spirit : That it was not Force^ bin; tliear^ 
Choice^ that made them fwitnagakiit the CdF~ 

reat 
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rent of their fleflily Itaclinations «nd that 
whti they did^ wk to iallrud iis> how we are 
to inherit the Promifw. 

We would let them fee, how difTerent Mens 
Thoughts are when they come to die, from what 
they have when they enjoy Strength^ and 
Health) and Liberty ; and that a melancholy 
Thought now and then concerniBj^ their finful 
Liife,. is ndc Repentance ; nor leavingfuch Sins^ 
iwhich would- blemiih their Credit and Repu- 
tation in the W orld) doing whatfoever Chritt 
commands them^; nor talking now and then of 
the Vanity of the W orld, forgetting what is be- 
hindthem^ or crucifying the World untothem- 
f elves. W e would let them fee what the Scrip-- 
tUre meanS) by working tmt their Saivatiottwitb 
fearandtPettwUngi and how dt^eadful that fay^ 
ing is, If the rigmeoas be fiar^efy/avedj IVhert 
wiUthe wk4ieaandfi§nera^pem'?'^Q would let 
diem fee, ttiat the Exipreffions the Holy Ghoft 
ufes conoernifig our travelling' to the Land of 
Framife^ imjriy very great Care and Induftry, 
and' do plainly intimate, that God will not part 
with hisM^aven to M)9n> that do not think 
it Worth feeking, or being at atiy trouble 
about it^ We. would let them fee, that if 
any thing in the World deferves their Pains 
and'G^Hre^ Wetven deferves it infinitely more, 
ai It is of infinitely greater Confequence, than 
the BMft boundlels £mpires or Principalities. 
We wofirid let them fee, that God is no re- 
f jiefter of Ferfons ; and without Holinefs/ jfife- 
Ihgabalm is regarded no more than Codrus ; 
and^r^/^nomiere thm Van/on i Gyges m> 

;Dore 
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more than Jiglaus% and then, as he hath fitted 
Religion for all Mens Capacities, infomuch thac 
tho' all cannot be Wife, or Learned, or Great, or 
Rich, yet all may obey him^ and keep themfeives 
unfpotted from the World, fo he will one day 
fummon every Man to give an account of his 
Stewardihip, and bring every work into Judg- 
ment, with every fecret thing, whether it be 
good or evil. We would let them fee, that 
what fatisfies Men now, will not give them any 
great content or fatisfadion then, and tho' now 
fome fprinklings of Piety may lull them into a 
conceit of themf€;!ves and of their worth, yet 
thefe, like blowballs, will then be all, upon the 
leaf!: touch, fhattered into Atoms. 

By fuch Difcourfes as thefe, we migh^ by de* 
grees engage them into a ferious Confideration 
oft heir bpiritual Concerns, and warm them into 
refolutions^to lay by,for fome time, the thoughts 
of their Baskets^ and of their Store^ of their 
BarnSi and of their Fields % zvA ruminate oq 
things which carry fo much Terror and Majefty 
with them. And indeed fuch things, were 
they heird without prejudice^ would in fome 
meafure confound and itartle Men in their 
Courfesi and, if they are not given over to a 
hard Heart, or to a reprobate Mind^ rouze 
their Spirits into nobler Thoughts and Contem* 

f)lations ; they would difcover to them, that the 
ove they bear to the World defiles their Souls,* 
vitiates their Charity, hiirts their Neighboursy^ 
wrongs the Almighty, captivates their Minds,^ 
and will mod certdnly deceive them in* the end ;• 
and that therefore they had better ebaoge the 

Gbjeia 



Consideration! tif 

Objed of their Af!eAions, and place them there 
where permanent SatisfadicMisare, where our 
Expedations dati never be difappointed^ our 
Defires never fruftrated, and our Hopes never 
baffled; but our Enjoyments will be perpetual^ 
our IbVuition everlalling> and our Habitation 
eternaHn the Heavens. 

But alas ! the v ihun our Company, except ic 
be to talk of worldly Affairs, or to ask us about 
fome nice Points of Divinity, and areafhamed to 
make their Condition known, and to own them^ 
felves ignorant of the Path that leads to Glory^ 
They either excufe themfelves with this, that 
their Neighbours and their Friends will laugh at 
them for making Miniilers their Oracles } or 
plead > that they know as much as the Man of 
God can teach them : Would God they did ! and 
that all the Lord*s People were Prophets ! But 
if they did. Is there not fome difference between 
knowing thefe facred Truths, and having them 
fet home upon the Confcience ? That fhall flick 
in a familiar Difcourfe, which in reading we 
take no notice of; and a Word in private Con^^ 
ference may drop from a holy Man, and mav 
be fpoke with that zeal and honelly, as fhall 
ftrike the Soul into a change or renovation of 
Mind, which perhaps many years fludy, or a 
large flock of knowledge, Would not have ef- 
fected : So that if the QuefHon be asked. If 
there no balm in Gitead? Is there no^hyfician 
there^ fVh then is not the health of the daugh- 
ter of my People recovered? We may truly lay, 
ff^e would have heakd IJrael^ hut they iifould 

not he healed. 

Q XIL 
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Xn. Impediment. 

XII. deluding themfelves with the notion of 
Chrijfs dying for the Sins of the fForld. Why 
ihould they confider how c6 be rid of Sin, aiid 
lay the Pleafure$ of Piety before their Eyes ? 
Why fhould they tormeht; themfelves with 
thinking how God's favour may be purchafed, 
and involve themfelves in anxiety and trouble 
about their trdnfgrefliqns>,'wjien Chrift hath 
done all that is^to be donei appeafed hisFa-^ 
ther's Wrath againflthe lapfedrrogcny of A^ 
dam^ and purchafcfi them a glorious Freedom 
from theflaveryofa mcrciIef$Law?.Ifhe hath 
faiisfied God for the Injuries He received by their 
fins, why ibould they mal^eaf hew fatisfaftioa 
by hdinefs of their Lives? Js hot that it :which 
^11 Pulpits ring of. That the Eternal died^that 
we might not die EterjaaUyV and thaf God 
x^ould fufier, that we might elcapeTorroents for 
ever? Thatthelnnocenc wa^spuniilied for the 
Nocent, theJudgefortheMalefaftor,. the Ma- 
fter for the Servants, the Juft for the Unjuft, 
the Good for the Bad, that Ve finned, and he 
was afflifted; we commit the Crime^ and he 
was condemned J we trefpaued, and he was 
tortured ; we exalted our felyes, and he was^ 
humhl^; weweredifobe^ient, andh'efmarted 
under the reward of difobedience ? we did eat 
of the forbidden Tree, apd ]^€ endured hunger 
for it; and we rafted of the Apple,^ and he of 
the Gall and Vinegar to expiate all ? Is it not 
this that all Trotejiant Churches t^ach ? That 

Chrift 



GoNSJPERATlONi li;^ 

Chrifi would be crowned with Thorns^ that we 
might have an incorruptible Crown of Glory 
hereafter i and that he endured Reproach, and 
CalumnieSiand contradidions of Sinners againft 
himfelf, that we might inherit everlalling ho-* 
tK>ur! And why fliouid they difparage Chrilt's 
fufferings fo much* as to hope to gain Heaven 
by Mortification of their Lulls, and poring up* 
on their. Sin and JMifery ? . This would be to 
fall back, into Pppery, and enflave our. felves 
again into Superfiition. This would be to make 
Us fobjed once more to the Law of Works^ and 
CO marry us to the Husband, from which ws 
wer^ divorced by Chriil's giving up the Ghol}^ 
even to the Law which neither we nor our Fore- 
fathers were ever able to bear. This would be to 
iindervalue fo great « Bleffing, and to tell the 
Wofrld,thatChri{l!^purchafe o^ternal Glory foi 
iis wasimperfed ;and without there be aoaddi'^ 
tion of ourown Works andMeric,that Redemp^ 
tion Unifies little, and hath not llrength enough 
to compafs what was defigned by it !* 

Thtis Men prevent their Confideration of Spi-» 
Htual Cohc^ns,anddaifa the checks and motions 
of theirCoiifciences when prompted to call their 
ways to renieinbrancef They examine not the 
«nd of Chrift's death, nor their own obligations. 
They run away with the notion that Chtift died 
for them, and ar^<not at :all caref ul^ to know what . 
his Death figniRes i ttiuch like heedlefs Servants, 
who«before they have half their errand,run away» 
and When they aredoiiie t0 t^eplace cheyarefent 
to, know not what Mei&ge to deliveiui Th« 

Do^ine ispteaiio^ to their Fleih, and that they 

Q X may 



2 z S The Great Law of 

may not lofe their pleafure, theyll.be fure not 
to enquire what the true meaning of it is. 

W ould they but call their Eyes iipon that Bible, 

which they believe contains the Oracles of Hm^ 

ven, they would find thatihe great reaioD why 

Chrift gave himfelf for us, was to redeem us 

from all iniquity^ and to furifie unto himfelf d 

peculiar peofkj zealous of good "vuorAs^ Titiisa* 

14. They would find St. ^aul was of aiK>tfaer 

mind when he wrote to the Romans^ In that 

Chrift died^ he died unto Jin once \ but in that 

he lives J he lives unto God: Like wife. Reckon 

ye alfo your filvesto be dead unto fin^ but alive 

unto God through Jejus Chrift our Lord. Let 

not Jin therefore reign in your mortal body^ that 

yefhould obey it in the lujts theret^\ neither 

yield ye your members as inftruments ofunrigb^ 

teoufnefs untojin^ but yield your felves to God^ 

as thofe that are alive from the deadj and your 

members as inftruments of righteoujnefs unto 

Gody Rom. 6. 10, 11, ix, 13. And that the A* 

poftle is conilant to himfelf, appears from 

X Cor. y. 5. Chrifi died for ally thset they 

V^hich iivey Jhouldnot henceforth Hve unto tbem^ 

felves y but unto him that died for them^ androfi 

again. 

And indeed,thisfs nomore than common gra* 
titude; fojgreat a Mercy challenges no left than 
Reformation and Obedience. For^elfer Favours 
Men require far greater thin^ ; for relieving a 
poor wretch, we expeft continual attendance ; 
and for giving fuch a Man a Hundred Poiaids in 
his neceiflty, we cannot imagine that te di^I 
€vtr be falie to us. For twelve Pence a. Days 
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arGeneral expe6is his Soldier, that Hghtt under 
him, Ihould be true to him } and the day-labourer 
isc\adt ifbeing hired to gointotbe Vineyard, he 
doth imh perform the work he is fet about with 
all faitbfulnefs. Doth the Husbandman, that 
fows good Seed in his Field, look for Tares? Or 
he that plants a Fi^tree esaxA Fruit contrary 
to the Mtare of the Tree? He that redeems ano- 
therfrdm Bar^arioHSiivetv, doth it fo much as 
enter into his Thanght^ tnat the Wretch can 
ever feefo inhuman, astodefpife, and fcorn,and 
yillfie fo great a Bene&dor ? That God could 
have j^ven Mtnaccds to his Favour and Recon- 
ciliation fome meaner way, than through the 
Crofs and Death of Chriii^ is very probable; 
for what may not infinite Goodnefs do ? Whac 
may not the Fountain of Mercy do? Whac 
may not he do, whofe Bowels of CompaiUon 
fuF^fs the underibtndings of Men and Angels ? 
but it feems he would not. This Remedy was his 
ehdce, he would pitch upon this itupendious 
way,toaBiaze^ndaflonifh Men into hohnefs and 
ferioufnefs. He thought Men could not poflibl y 
avoid being Converts, and heaveniy-mindea, 
when they ihould fee the Son of God wading 
through Blood and Death to refcue them from 
Hell. God looked upon the Mercy to be fo 
dreadful, and the Kindnefs to be fa full of Ma* 
jelly and Compaflion together, that he thought 
the incomprehenilblenefs of the Favour would 
earry>Terror with it, and fright Men into Re> 
pencance and Contrition. 

He thought Men would have fo much fenfe 
and modelly in them, as not to rofli through ago^ 

Q 5 nic$ 
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nies and torments, and groafis and fob^^ and 
fighs and tears^ and wounds ^nd ilripes of the 
Son of God into eternal derudiion. He thought 
thofe Thorns and Nails that wo\inded that Sa- 
cred Head, would fcratch and fling themmtq 
awfe and reverence of To greit a Love ; as they 
were rolling into eternal Flames, , He though? 
they mufl divell themfelvcs of all humanity and 
jfelf-love, if under the Crofs of Chrift they 
could purfue their own DamnatioQ, and makq 
the Streams of that Blood a River to carry 
them into eternal Darknefs. 

But thou hall feen, O God, and behbldefc 
and canft not but behold it with Sorrow and 
Indignation, how thefe Mea, that pretend to 
be Chriftians, live the reverfe qf thy defignsl 
How they improve the Crofs of Chritt imo af- 
fronts of thy Power and Glory 1 How, und^t 
that Tree of Life, thiey work out their owi| 
Death! And how thatprecious Blood doth but 
encourage them to biddefiande to Heaven; and 
the Sweat and thtf Toil of the Son of Oodi 
under the burthen of their Sins, makes them 
iweat and toil, to JEall a Prey to the mcrcilefs 
Clutches of ithe Devil ! If I had not r^w^, ftitb 
Chrifl-, they had had no Sm^ i. e. their Sin 
would not have been fo great as now it is. Join 
\$r%i. Soicis, if the Son of God had notfpilt 
his Blood, and had Men difobiejiedi . their Difo- 
Isedience would have received an ordinary rc- 
eoitapence of Reward; but trampling oh fbe 
Blood of the Son of God,, that's a. thing which 
mufl needs make God's Indignation inexprefli- 
ble, and allohilhing. 
^; God 
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Qbd indeed reconciled the W dVld unto him- 
felf; and Chriit, by his Death, purchafed that Rc- 
concUiatioD and eternal Life; but there is a great 
dijQerence between the pijrchafe of thcfe lilef^ 
/ifigs, and the application of (hem ; between the 
poaibility of poiTeifingt and the adual enjoy- 
ment of them. A Man may buyanEitate, and in- 
tend it for the itfe of fuci^ and fuch PerfGBs ; but 
wh^n he hath bought it for theip^may lawfully tie 
them up to certlun Conditions upon which they 
ihall enjoy the Ellate ; or, in cafe they negleft 
thefe Comiiiions, go without it. .A King that's 
juftly. offended with his Subjefts, and, for their 
notorious Rebellion, hath defigned them all for 
Rivo and Deftruftion^upon fome noble At tempt, 
and geoerous Enterprise of his only Son, the 
Prince, maybemoved^, orbroughttoawillingr 
nefs to pafsbyvtheir Crimes; but when the King's 
.gOo4 \Vill is.obtained, the Prjnce may jullly ap- 
point fome Cdndition, upon which the cour 
demned Wretches Ihall receive their great Ma,- 
ilerYFavouf . And iisupon the King's good incli- 
nation to be friedds. with his SubjeAs, it doth not 
follow th^t he is adually reconciled tQ every one, 
there, being fome. Conditions required, upon 
iKhichthe. Pardon ikall be f^ned and fealed to 
:c*ery one of them in particular 5 lb neither, do 
ailMen effe^ually Ihare in. that ReqonciJiatiori 
jtQ God through Jefus Chriit, but thofe that t^urn 
to God with all their Hearts, 'and with all their 
Seuis,.and are weary of Sin, and heavy laden 
jyitb the feiife of it^ and, in.fober fadnefs, re- 
foired to fubmlt to Chrill's YoHeand Govern- 
ment; and accordingly fuch are called, as are 

Q 4 re- 
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refolved to walk in the light even as God i$ in 
the light, and to be like Chriftjejusj aad to ex<- 
prpfs the Power of Chriftianity in their Lives, 
aiid to attain to fuch Chriftian Qualifications as 
ttre required in theGofpel, by theufe of exte^ 
nal Means, and internal Aids { for though all 
Mankind fhare in thepoffibility of enjoying this 
jflecpnciliation, and the Pardon may be truly faid 
to be purchafed for them, and for their ufe, yet 
all are not made partakers of the adual pofief- 
iion of it, becaule all Men will not coofent to 
fullfil the Conditions upon which that Reconci- 
liation is offered them, viz* unfeigned Repea- 
tance, and fincere Obedience for the time to 
come. That it's offered on thefe Conditions, the 
whole Gofpel witnefTes ; and he betrays his igno- 
rance that malces advantage of this Dodrine^ and 
leflens his Care, Diligence and Zeal^in working 
out his Salvation, in governing bis Spirit^ and 
Appetite, and in perfeding Holinefs in the feiir 
of God. 

Shimei was a Man condemned to Death, i 
Kings X. 3^: It's like, fome Courtiers of S$lh 
mon got him his Pardon; the King grants it, 
but requires this one thing of him, That he 
' fliould build him a Houfe in Jerufalemy and 
dwell there, and go not from thence any wIh- 
ther; and fulfilling this Condition, without 
all peradventure iie might have liv^d happily 
and fafe as the bell of ^ his Neighbours; W 
< when he mufl needs be running after his Ser- 
vants, and prefer a fmall advantage before per- 
petual fafety, he juflly fuffers the Puniibmeflt 
the King appointed for him. The Son of God, 

by 
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by the Blood of his Crofs, hath in truth gottea 
all Chriftians their Pardon, but is refolvednone 
ftall enjoy it, but thofe that will forfake their 
Sins, and refign themfelves to his guidance and 
diredion. A reafonable Demand, a Condition 
fo equitable, fo juft, fo eafie, that no Man in his 
wits but mud; fay as Shimei unto Solomon^ The 
frying is goody as my Lord the Kin^ has faid^ 
fo will tby Servant do. But then, if the Pai^ 
don the bon of God hath obtained for them 
appear fo inconsiderable a thing in their £yes, 
that thfty do not think it worth enjoying, (and 
certainly they do not think it worth enjoying, 
that will not agree to fo reafonable a Condt- 
tion) no marvel if they fall a Prey to that 
Wrath, from which the Son of God is ready 
to deliver them, and if their Blood be upon their 
Heads, that do dejpight unto the Spirit of Grace^ 
and count the bloodof the Covenant^ wherewith 
they were to be fanSiified^ an unholy thing. An 
Aftiront fo great, that no ordinary Vengeance 
can expiate it : And fhould God ask them, as 
the Prophet Nathan AxdilJavidj what Punifh- 
meht they themfelves thought fit for fuch OfTen* 
ders, (provided they did not know that they 
were the Perfons concerned) they would, no 
idoubr, doom themfelves to as great, if not 
greater Plagues, than God intends to inflid upon 
them. 

When jfmurathj Emperor of thtTurks^ had 
notice eiven him. That a Dodor of Law had 
cheated'a poor Pilgrim that was gone to Mecca^ 
and at the Man's return would not rellore to 
himthejetvels he had entrufted with him, but 

re- 
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refolutdy denied that he had received any fuch 
things from him ; The Emperor one day, in a 
third Perfon,asked the Dodor, W hat he thought 
a Man, that had notorioufly betrayed bis Truft, 
might juftly deferve ? He ^nfwered, It was fit 
thatfo notorious aiVillainJhould be founded alive 
in a Mortar. He had no fooner faid the word, 
but the Emperor gave order that fo it ibould be 
done to him^ who had fo notoriouily cozened 
the poor Piljgrim, 

So here, /as harlh as fuch Men as coBtiiaue in 
their Sins may think it to be doom'd tO: eternal 
Vengeancci were themfelvesih the third Perfon 
a<^ked ,W hat wasfit to be done to fuch uograteful 
!Monflers ? Themfel ve? Would give the fame Sen- 
tence againft t hemfel vesyfpr putting fo notCcurioas 
an Affront upon fo aftoniftiinga Mercy^ 

So that altho* a true Relieyer, andia, ftncere 
'Penitent, may boldly fay. w,ith the Apoftle, That 
Cbrtfi hath rtdeemed him frotn the eurfe of the 
LtOWy being made a curfeffhom h^P^j GaJ. 3.15, 
And that Chrijt hath iisajhe'd himfr^m^ his fins 
with his own bloody Rev. i. f, Afld'tl^^t he 
hath an Aduoeate ^ith tb^ Father^^ J^fi^^ 
Chrifl the righteous^ whsoyis the propitiation 
fer, his fins^ i Joh. x. I . . And, ihzxCBrifi. hath 
made bis .^eace with Godi .Golof. i ; : xo. Yet 
Men, ihatj.afe llrangery to, the ftnSifying 
work of God^s Spirit, cannot be faid to have at 
prefenr,. dmfirig their fUriiiiegfetterate Eftate, any 
other Beneiit by theDeatftiand Paffiori^^fChrift, 
but a poifibiiity of all thofi? great andiglorious 
Advantages; andit'spofJihlefortHem tohe freed 
from thcjQurfe of the La;w, \ to be adirfitted into 

ihc 
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the number of thofe that ihall be faved ; to ea^ 
joy the remiiTion of Sins, to efcape the Wrath 
to come^and to fee God Face to Face in Hea^ 
ven, and all this by virtue of Chriil's Death ; 
if they will but ihake hands with their Darling 
Vices, and agree to a Pradical Love of their 
Maker,and Redeemer, and Sandifier. To think 
that unconverted Sinners do aftually enjoy thefe 
Benefits, is to contradict Scripture, and to give 
the Apoitles of our Lord the lye, who unani* 
moufly tell us. That thefe Mercies are not 
/efledually applied to the Soul, till the Soul by 
iincere Repentance, and Reforniation of Life, 
jipplies her felf to Cbriji J ejus, 
. And indeed, this is the prodigious Mercy of 
the Second Covenant, that God, for Chrill's 
lake, will accept of iincere Repentance, inftead 
4of perfeft Obedience, (which was the great 
^Condition of the firft Agreement between God 
and Man) and looking upon the precious Blood 
of his Son, will pafs by whatever Men have 
done before, if thev will be ia love with Sin 
iand Deftrudion no longer, and fincerely endea- 
vour to pleafe him in thofe Commands, which 
ile£gn nothing but our Intereil and Happinefs. 
Thefethings are not very hard to be under- 
ilood, but the generality of Chriftians feem re- 
jTolv'd not to underftand them, that they miy 
not be obliged to: take their waj^s into feriou« 
Cofifideration. At this rate they can ferve 
two IV^bfters, and reconcile Light with Dark- 
nefs, God and Belial^ the Temple of God and 
Id 61s, Froft and Heat, Snow and Fire ; pleafe 
God and pleafe the World ; gratifie their Lufts, 

and 
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and fecure Heaven ; build Tabernacles here, 
and fecure Manfions hereafter ; keep in wich 
God and Man, and like the Samaritansyi. Kings 
17. 41. fear the Lord, and ferve graveci Images. 
This Dodrine, that Cbriji hath freed them 
from the Wrath of Godwin their Senfe, makes 
Religion fit foft and eafie upon them, and doth 
not diflurb them in their fenfual Enjoyments. 
It's a comfortable Dodrine to Fleih and Blood ; 
never could any thin^ have been invented 
more agreeable to their Lulls ; and if God 
had (ludied to do them a kindn^fsy he could 
jiot have done them a greater, than to let his 
Son fuffer all that is to be fuffer^d by them t 
and fo after their delights and finful fatisfadions 
liere, conda6l them into a far more gloriout 
Paradife. If it be fo, truly Confideration is Va- 
nity, and the Preachers are Fools and. Mad-* 
men to prefs it upon their Auditors ; Spiritual 
IVlen are diflraded, and fitter for Bedlam than 
the Tulph. Their Religion is nothing but a 
Trick, and they keep a §reat fUr to no pur- 
pofe ; cry aloud, but edine not ; and lift up 
their Voices meerly to trifle away tjme, and 
,confiriu theHoufe of Jdcoym their Sins. But 
•who fees not' that this is an invention of the 
Devil, firft to darken the Sinner's Underiiand- 
ing, and when the Candte is out, to rob him 
of his everlalling Happiriefs I ^ 
• And, Sirs, will you be robbed thus quietly of 
your Blifs and Glory ? Will you fuffer your felves 
to be flript of all you have, without the leailop- 
|)ofition? Is it poflible for you to believe, That 
/the Son of God capie down from Heaven to en* 
« . . courage 
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tourate yoa in ofiendingGod ; «id made him- 
felf Qt no Reputation for you, that y6u might 
render your felves contemptible in the fig;ht of 
the Almighty ; and <ifed for you, to give life to 
your ^s and Follies i How abfurd, how im- 
pertinent, how ccmtradidory is this Belief? 
How ! <7od, and encourage Sin-? Holinefs it 
felf, and find ont a way to promote Iniquity ? 
Can there be any thing in Nature more iilly or 
ridiculous i This is abuiing the Crofs of Cbri/ft 
not trusting to it ; and ypu that make it an oc- 
cafion of Sin, take heed it do not prove a ftum<^ 
bliDtl block unto you, and inflead of crucifying 
Sin m you, do not harden you in it ! It is a thing 
DOC unttfual with God» to punifli Sin with Sin ; 
and if Men will be filthy, m dei)pight of all ei»> 
deavours to purifie them ftoai their filthinefs, to 
doom them to continue filthy fiiil, and to make 
that their Judgment, which at firft was only their 
tranfgreilion ; Becaufe there is nfi truths nor 
mercyy nor knowledge of God in the hnd, i>nt 
Stealings and committing Adultery^ therefore 
your Hiaughters Jhatl commit Whoredom, and 
your Sfoufes Jhall commit Adultery^ faith God, 
Hof.4. 1, 1,13. i. e. I will utterly withdraw my 
Grace, and my Holy ^irit from you ; whence 
it muft neceilarily c(Mne to pafs, that you will 
fink deeper and deeper in your Sins, till you 
fink into the nethermolt Hell ; and that which 
was your delight, ih^ll prove your burthen, and 
your Joy fiiall be your Plague \ and when aften- 
wards you ihall fee ^at you have brought your 
ielyes to, and would fiifi^ fiep back» you fliajl not 
beable^ but die in your .^ns. AJvidginent/e- 

nough 
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fiough to make 2 Man's hair fiand oti end^ and 
yet it is but reafcxiable) efpecially in thts pointy of 
making light of the Death of Ckrifl Jefus ; fo 
great a love, and written in fach legible Chara- 
ders too, (lighted and abufed, and mtfde a help 
to Sin, improved into Licentiotifnefs, may juft- 
]y be fuppofed to draw down that Judgment we 
read of, I fa. 6. 9, 10.' Go and tell this people^ 
Hear ye indeed^ but under jtand not; kna feeye 
indeed^ but ferceive not . Make the heart of this 
feofle fat^ and make their ears heathy dndjhut 
their eyes j left they fee with their eyesy and 
bear with their earsy andUnderftand with their 
heart J and convert and be healed 

But what is worfe than all this, the Death of 
the Son of God, which thus, inftead of Mortify- 
ing, makes Sin reign in your mortal Bodies, will 
be the greateft witnefs againft you in the lafi; 
day. The ftonejhall cry out of the WalU and the 
beam out of the Timber fl?all an fiver againft the 
offreffor>, faith the Prophet, Hab.%. ii. And 
then fure Blood hath a louder voice, Heb:\%. 
14. and the Blood of a Crucified Saviour will 
be one day the greateft Evidence againft yoti* 
This, like Oil, will encreafe your Flames, and 
prove the Brimftone, that ihall make the Fire 
blaze the more. That Jefus^ whofe Gf ofe thou 
•defpifeft now, will be thy Accufer then? and 
[WOe to that Man that hath the Judge himfelf 
^or his Enemy. That dreadful Spedacl?^ the 
Crucifixion of the Lord cif Life, which' can- 
'nt)t engage thy Soul to cbhfider the Indig^' 
tion, Ahhorrency, and Hatred Godbearis to 
-Sin, willbe t])e gr^at Argutfieat then, that ftalt 

covet 
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cover thy Face with everlaftiog Confuiion. As 
lovely^ as charmin^^ as amiable as this Mercy 
hohnowy it will look asdifmalthen; and that 
which is now thy Anchor, will be thy Terror 
then ; and thou wilt ran away from Mercy as 
much then as thou doft from God's Thunder 
now ; for thou wilt not be able to look upon this 
Mercy without blufhing, and to think how thou 
haft undervalued it, will make thee ready to hide 
thy felf from its brightnefs. Every Beam will 
dart horror into thy Soul, and every Ray will be 
an arrow in thy Heart . W hen thou ihal t fee in 
that day tb^ Spirits of Men maJefirfeff; the 
Men in white, who ha^e wajhed their Rohesf 
andmade tbem. white in the blood of the Lamb ; 
v)hen thou Ihalt reflect on their wappinefs, a 
Happinefs which thou mighteft have had as well 
as they. Of that Blood could have perfwaded 
thee to cleanfe thyfelf froni all filthinefs both of 
Flefli and Spirit) how will thine Eyes flow with 
Tears, to think what ilrbng delufions thou hafi 
lain under, in thinking that this Blood was only 
fpilt that thou mighteft wallow more freely in 
the mire. The Lj>tnb which was flain from the 
Foundation of the World, and came to take away 
thy Sins as well as thy Neighbours, only thou 
wouldft not be clean ; that Lamb, I fay, as harm- 
lefs as its looks are now, will theh change his 
afpeft ; andthoUjthatnowthinkefta Lamb can 
be nothing but kind^ wilt then find by woful 
experience that there is fuch a thing as the In- 
dignation and W^rath of theLamb^ Rev- 5, i5. 
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CHAP. V. 

Of the various Mifchiefsarifinff from negUB of 
Conjideration. The want of it Proved to be 
the Caufe of moji Sins. Some tnfiances are 
given in Atheijm, "Vnhelieft Swearings "Pride, 
Carelefnefs in Go^sServicCy Lukewarmnefs, 
Covetoufnefi, &c. 

SROM what has been fiid, we may 
I fsfely draw this Conclufioo, That 
I wantofConiiderationis tbeunhaDpy 
I ^ing, from which moA of the Mi- 
feries and Calamities of Mwkind floiv. There 
nay be inferior and fubordinate caufes, as the 
barrennefs of a Field ma^ proceed from the 
Thorns which overfpread iti from the Scones 
whiph lie fcattered iipon it, from wane of 
Dunging, from the Rumes that grow in it,@r. 
but the principal caufe is the Sluggard's idleocfs 
and lazinefs ; fo tiere the Miferies of Mankind 
may owe their exiftence to various accidents 
and occurrences* but the Mafter-caufe is want 
of.Gonlideration. Indeed, God,I/a.s- i2,,i3. 
makes this the great reafon wAy bis 'People were 
gone intoCaPtivity \ why their honourable Men 
wer^ fantijhed, and their muititude dried up 
ivitb thirf ; -why Hell had enlarged her felf 
audopenedhermouthwithottt tneafutBt andtheir 
ghryy tmd their multitude, and their ^omf, de- 
fcended into it. It's the Want of it which itrafl 
Ages hath procured God'sjudgments, which by 
. '. ; J Conit- 
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C^bn£deration might have been flopt and pre- 
veated. . Had ^</m» improved his Solitarinefs in 
the Garden of Eiien, into feriovis Coniideration 
o/thenatureofthe Precept his Mailer gave him, 
and refleded on the Wildom of the Supreme 
Law-giver that made it } on the immenfe Boun- 
ty his great Benefador had crowned him with- 
al ; on the abominable Ingratitude he would 
make himfelf guilty of by breaking fo reafona- 
ble an lojundlion t had he bat recoUeded him- 
felf, (when tempted td eat of the dangerous 
Friur> under a pretence that it would open his 
Eyes, and make him as wife as Gpd) and thought 
that the Creator of Heaven and Earth knew beft 
what degree of wKdom and knowledge became 
a Creature of his quality and condition ; and 
he that was all Love, and Beauty, and Kmd- 
nefs, would not have interdided him that Fruit 
if the Food might have any way advanced his 
Happinefs, and that therefore there muft be 
ibme cheat in the Temptation ; That the Angels, 
which were lately thrown down from their 
Giory, could not but envy the Felicity he en- 
joyea, and for that reafon would appear in all 
manner of Ihapes, and try a thoufand ways to 
Weaken the favour of God towards him ; and 
that it was, without all peradventure, thefafeft 
Way to prefer an exprefs Command before an 
uncertain Sm^fiipn : That it was below the 
Almi^ty to lay and unlay ; to forbid, and yet 
permit; to caution, andyettocoimive; tode*> 
clare his will to day, and countermand it to 
morrow ; and that fuchWeakneiTes arefcarce 

to the Temper of a wife Man oa 
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Earth, much lefs tb the Rules of Infinite Wif* 
dom : Had his Mind taken a view of fuch Ar- 
guments as thefe^ and of the uninterrupted Pro- 
iperity and Immortality he was pronufed upon 
his Obedience } it's not the Charms, orRheto- 
rick, or foft Language of a Wife, wys the fi^ 
tilty of a Serpent, nor the pretended Omnifci- 
ence the Devil flatter'd him withal, would have 
made him leave that happy ftate which the infi- 
nite Goodnefs of Heaven had placed him in^ 
But while he fuffersthePleafnre of a Garden to 
tranfport bis Soul, and to blind it, fears no ill, 
no mifchief, no danger among the Rofes tnd 
Flowers of Paradife, embraces the deceitful 
Suggeflion, widiout examining the cauie, the 
manner, or the end of it ; (wallows the fatal 
Bait without chewing; believes a Wife, and a 
Beaft, without confidering the Iconfequence of 
the Faft, and inquires not how God may refent 
his curiofity ; he (alls into Death and Mifery, 
and drags all his Pofterity after him* 

Had the Inhabitants of So^hm and GomwriA 
tefleAed, like rational Men, on the Reproc^ 
and Admonitions of i^hteous L«^,ruminated cm 
bis pafficmate Expremons, taken notice of die 
Motives heufed, of the Incouragemeots he al- 
ledfged, of the Commiffion he produced, of the 
Authority by which he afled, confidered the 
kindnefs of the Almighty m f€»iding cbem fnch 
« Preacher, and thought with themfelvd^ That 
fure it could not be the Preacher's btereftco let 
himfelf aeainfl their Vices : That except Coofci* 
ence andfa Divine Commiffion had prompted 
turn to attempt their Reformatioib » was not 

probable 
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pr^bie he woiild enrage « debauched City a- 
gai^fi himfelf, and make himfelf obnpxious to 
the fury of thePeo(de; that the righteous Man 
ip»kf nothing but Reafon, and fought nothing 
but Uieir Good ; that God's Patience would 
certainly be tired e'er lon& and his Lon^-fuf- 
fering turn into Vengeance { that the Fire of 
their Luft would ihortly pull down other Fire^ 
mid the heat of their unclean defires break into 
lOQE^confuniing Flames : That Sins againft Na- 
ture made Men worfe than Beaits ; and for God 
not to revenge f uch Crimes,would certainly give 
the World occafioa to believe there was no 
GovertuMT that took care of Sublunary Obje^s, 
<» be a means to deilroy Human Society : That 
God would notalwaysput up Affronts, nor fuf- 
let h}s Methods to reclaim them, to be baffled 
everbftingly: That they could not hope to e- 
icape God's Indignation) no more than the Men 
of the firil World, and when their Sins were 
ccfua), God's Judgments would overtake them,as 
well as they did their Brethren : That God could 
locend them no harm, by calling them to repen- 
caocet tnd being the great preferver of Men, 
could not but deflpn their Well-being and Feli- 
city : Had they fu^ed their Thoughts to dwell 
on fuchTruths asthefe,madefuchConfiderations 
jfamlUftr to their Souls, they would have melted 
WDd bumbled theoifelves, and kept back that 
Fire and Brimftone* which afterwards confu- 
med them. W ant (^Confideration made them 
feeure in Sin, and that Security pr^red theiii 
for tiieif DevadatioD. 

( E ^ Indeed, 
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Indeed, there is no Sin almoft but is com* 
tnitted for want of Confideration. Men confider 
not what Sinis, nor how loathfome it is ta that 
God, who carries them on his wings as the Eagle 
doch her young, nor what Injury they do to 
theit own Souls, nor what the dreadful efFefts 
and confequences of it are, and that makes them 
lupine and negligent of their Duty. 

To give a few inftances : Did the Atheift but 
look up to Heaven ; did his fwinifh and brutifli 
Appetite but give him leave to contemplate that 
glorious Fabrick, the orderly pofition of the 
Stars, the regular motion of thofe Celeftial 
Lamps, and the Mathematical contrivance of 
that curious Globe; how is it poiliblelhe could 
dream of a cafual concurrence of jttoms^ or 
forbear to acknowledge a mofl wife, moft per- 
feft, and moft powerful Architeft,even that God 
who commanded them into Being, and fiill pre- 
ferves them from Decay and Ruin ? 

W ould he but confider, how things that have a 
beginning could not make themfelves,unlefs they 
were before theywere(which implies a contradi'^ 
dion) and therefore muft certainly be made, and 
produced at firft by fomefuprcme Caufe that is 
Eternal and Omnipotent. Would he bu t refleft 
on theuniverfal confent of Mankind, how not 
only the civilized but the moft barbarous Na- 
tions in all Ages have had a fenfe of a Deity ; 
and how this fenfe never changes, altho' King- 
doms and Republicks, their Government, Lav^s, 
Conftitutipns,Inhabitants,and Cufioms change ; 
and how improbable it is that all Mankind 
ihould confpire into fuch a Cheat, if there were 

00 
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mo Supream Power; how rational it is, thac 
i^hen Men of different Confiicutionsy Cotnr 
|>lexions9 Principles, Defires, Intereils, Opini- 
ons, do all or mod of them agree in one thin^ 
there mnft neceflarily be fomething more thaa 
ordinary in it, and the Notion mud be fuppofed 
either imprinted by God on the Hearts of all 
JVIen, or carefully delivered to Pofterity by the 
firil Planters of the World, which in all pror 
bability they would not have done, except they 
had very good ground and reafon for it ; and 
tho' here and there fome few have been found, 
who either oat of ambition of being thought 
.wits, or in a humour, or through fome ilrange 
corruption of their minds, have denied cheBcr 
ing or a Deity, or have believed none, yet thac 
thofe few are inconfiderable, compared with 
the greateft part of Mankind, and guided ra- 
ther by their lufls and vices,^whofe incereltiti^ 
there fliould be no God to take notice of themj 
and not by the true light of Reafon : Would the 
Fool, I fay, but think ferioufly on thefe familiar 
Arguments, how could he fay in his heart Therf 
fs no God? 

How could the Wretch deny a Providence, 
if he did but take notice, how all things are pre- 
ferved in thofe ilations, fpheres, and tendencies, 
they were at firft created in. How things con- 
trary to one another, are kept from dellroying 
one another. How every thing profecutes the 
end for which it was produced. Hqw tt\e Sea^ 
that's higher than the Earth, is kept from, over- 
runtiing and drowning it. How Kiugdoms^ 
Empires, and Common- wealths, arecoQUP^P4^ 
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andcdnferyed in the World. HowoneCoaDtrjr 
is made a Scourge to the other for their Sin ; and 
hov the fober Naitioti many times conquers the 
more debauched and vicious, till the former fo* 
briety dying proves a prefage of the funeral of 
their happinefs. How Men are fuffered to tyran^ 
nize, and to r^ge, that their fall afterward may 
be more grievous and terrible. How Sin is pu-^ 
niihed with Sin ; and with what meafure we 
meet) with the fame other Men meet to usagain. 
How ilrangely Murder is found out, and fecret 

Villaniesdifcovered, arraigned, and 
s$inm. m c«- condemned. How Caligula^ that 

bids defiance to Heaven, and threat- 
ens Jupiter to challife him, if he fent Rain that 
day his Players were to ad ; how the poor mU 
ferable Creature hides his Head in a Feather- 
bed when it Thuhders ; and how the ftoutell 
Sinners tremble, even then when no Man pur- 
sues them. How Tiberius is tortured in his 
Confcience with a fenfe of his Monftrous 
Practices ; and he that had defpifed all Heaven-- 
ly Powers, before his Death, dreads what be- 
fore he laughed at. How Light is frequently 
produced out of Darknefs ; the greateit Feli- 
city from the greatefl Mifery ; and even Sin it 
felt fo ordered, that it proves an occafion of 
the greateil Good. How miraculoufly Men 
are preferved, and how prodigioufly refcued 
from Dangers that han^ over their Heads, 
and threaten their deftruAion. How one Man 
is punifhed by Profperity, another preferved 
by the want of it. How one Man's Bleflings 
4^re turned into Curfes, and another Man's 

Curfes 
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Cmirfes into Bleffings. How Men perifli, that 
they may not periih ; and are fufFered to gfow 
poor, that the? may be rich; and are deprived 
of all, that they may arrive to far greater 
Plenty. How Itrangely many times are Men 
preferv'd from Sin, andfomething comes in and 
crofles their ftnful Attempts and Intentions, 
that they are not able to put their Purpofes in 
EJxectttion. How Men are fitted for feveral 
Employments; and no Office, or Bafinefs fo 
mean and fordid, but fome Men have a Genius 
or Inclination to it. Hovir Beads, which are 
ftronger than Men, are yet kept from hurting 
Men{ and Men themfelves that intend mil- 
chief to their Neighbours, are prevented in their 
defigns, and in the Net they fpread for others 
their foot is taken. How by very inconfidera- 
ble means, very great things are effeded ; and 
fometimes without means, very fignal changes 
and alterations are produced. How the greateft 
Preparations are blown upon, and diiTolved, and 
a handful of Men chafe vaft and potent Armies. 
How Tyrants, when they arejuft bringing their 
Triumphs to perfedion, are blafied on a fudden ; 
and when they fancy nothing can reiift or hin- 
der their mighty Defigns, the Wind turns, and 
all their bravery dies into contempt, and (hame, 
and diflatisfadion. How the greatefl: Enemy, 
fometimes becotnes the greatell Ftiend ; and 
he that hateth another unto Death, is on a fud- 
den convinced of his Folly, and loves him as his 
own Soul. How kindly the Heavens difpenfe 
their former and latter Rain ; and how upon 
folemn Prayers and SappUcationS| fome great 
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Judgment is averted, and Menreftoredtotheif; 
former Peace and Tranquility. Hour, even in 
things fortuitous, Juftice is executed ; and the 
Arrovtr which fuch a Man ihot at random, is 
yet guided, as to hit the Perfon guilty of feme 
heinous Crime. How fuch a Man's ruine 
proves another's inftruftion; and he, whom 
Education could not engage to Prudence, 
learns to be wife by another's fall. How Meii 
ignorantly contrive their Neighbours good, and 
while they lead intend the happinefs of others, 
take the readieft courfe to make their labour 
fuccefsful and profperous. How a Flea ihall a- 
waken an Ahajhuerusy that he may look into 
his Chronicles, and read the good Offices of 
Mordecaiy and recompence him, and prevent 
the Mifchief intended againft God's People. 
How a word, that drops fometimes from the 
Preacher's Mouth in a Sermon, fhall make that 
impreflion on the Hearer's Heart as to change it, 
and work him into another Man. 

He that would take fuch Paflages as thefe into 
ferious Confideration, how were itpoffiblefqr 
him to quellion a Providence, that orders, and 
rules, and governs al],and extends its care even to 
theleafl, mod minute, and moftabjedand con- 
temptibleCreature? How could he forbear to ad- 
mire God, as the mod wife, mod knowing, mod 
lovely, mod perfetA, mod holy, and mod bounti- 
ful Being, whofe eyes run to and fro to /hew him-' 
felfftrqng In the behalf of thofi^ whofe heart is 
upright towards him^ x Chron. i<J. 9. 

The Unbeliever, that doth not believe the 
Scripture to be the Word of God, and fancies 

there 
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thjsre Is 1^0 other \\^orld, no Judgment after 
Death; and thinks it irrational, .that Temporal 
Sm ihouid be puniihed with an iLternicy of 
Torments ; It's want of Conlideration makes 
him continue Infideh 

For ly?. As for the Scriptiirp wjiiql) contains 
the Sum and Subilance of the Chriilian KeligU 
on, would he but take a walk in the Field, or in 
his Garden, or in his Chamber, and weigh the 
Arguments which make for the Divinity of this 
Book, and confider what he can objed againft it, 
whether his objedions be equal in flrength and 
weight with theReafons that fetch its Pedigree 
from Heaven,he would foon be of another mind, 
and pity the weaknefs and faucinefs of thofe 
YoungUers, that play with the Oracles of God 
in Ale-houfes, or Taverns, or Theatres. He 
need only difcourfe with himfelf in this manner. 

Tfee the whole Chriilian World, for fo many 
Centuries together, hath embraced thefe Sacred 
Volumes, as the Treafury of God*s Will and 
Ordinances, as a Direftory dropt down from 
Heaven, to teach them how God will be wor- 
ihippcd, what Notions they are to entertain of 
God, and what they are to do to fave their 
Souls for ever ; how they are to order their 
Lives, how they are to Pray, how they are to 
behave themfelves towards God and Man, and 
what Rules they are to obferve in their think- 
ing, fpeaking, doing, and dealing in the World. 
It's very probable, that God, who is all Good- 
nefs, all Mercy, and of infinite Pity, and hath 
made this World toferve Man, and endowed 

him 
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him with a capacity of knowing and adoring 
God, would not leave him deflitute of fnch helps 
and means, as might bell promote his knowledge 
of him ; bac find cutaway tomanifeft himfelf to 
himt dpecially when it's evident, that without 
feme better Dire^Hons than Nature gives, Mea 
are fo very apt to fall into Errors and Mifap- 
prehenfions of his Glory and Majefty, Whe- 
ther this Book contains therefore the true Re- 
velations which God hath been pleafed to make 
to Mankind, is the Oueftion. 

Upon examination I find, that there is nothing 
in this Book, either promifed, or threatned, or 
commanded^ but what is ^eo dignum^ fit for a 
God to promife, and threaten, and commands 

Whatever is delivered here, feems to be very 
agreeable to his Majefty, and Sovereignty, and 
Divine Nature, The Rewards as well as Puni/h- 
nients are God-like ; and the Duties prefled 
here, are but the neceffary confequence of his 
Goodnefs,and Juftice, and Government, and Su- 
premacy; which confequences, becaufe Man, by 
reafon of his corruption, was not able to deduce 
from the Notion of God, God thought fit tore- 
veal and manifeft to him, by various PafiTages, 
Hiftories, Prophecies, Parables, Precepts, and 
Conclufions. 

Upon enquiry I perceive, that the defigns of 
this Book are at leait very harmlefs, its great aim , 
being to make Men good^ and juft, and honefi, 
and live like Men of Reafon; fo that if Men quar- 
rel with it, they muft quarrel with their own 
Make,and Conftitution,which is not onlycapable 
of fuch perfeftions,but,were the grofler fenfual 
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Objeds remoyed^or feparated from it^would na* 
torally defire and breath after them. Wharever 
Verity or Truth, the light of Nature, or Reafon 
di^tes, is here to be found ; and this Book is fo 
&r from contradiding, or abolifhine, any thing 
of that nature^ that it improves and rennes it. 
If 1 fearch all the Volumes of the ancient Hea« 
then PhilofopherSy Men who ranfack'd Nature, 
and tried what Nature would difcover of God, 
and anatomized the Law written upon Mens 
Heart : If I perufe all the LefTonsand Rules of 
Alorality they gave and prefcribed to Mankind J 
find them all delivered in this Book»much purer, 
and much clearer»thanthofe Philofophers were 
able to propofe them ; and what lies fcatter^d 
up and down in their vailer Volumes, is concen- 
ter 'd here, infomuch that not only ScholarSibuc 
very ordinary Capacities, may be Philofophers 
and fpeak more. Senfe and Reafon than the an- 
cient Wits, whom the World, when barbarous 
and rude, looked upon as Oracles. 

The Sacred Writers, whoever they were, for 
ou^ht 1 fee^were Men of very noble and generous 
Spirits, for their great endeavour is, to inllruft 
«nd edifie Mankind, and to teach them fuch De- 
lights, as ftre fit for a Rational Soul to embrace. 
I fee, they exhort Men to live like themfelves, 
Jike perfons capable of converiingwithGod. I 
fee they are all for prefervation of Human So- 
cieties, and to this end, they fpeak againil all 
that's evil, and incourage Juftice,and reace,and 
Unity, and Charity, and Obedience to Gover* 
nourS) and all that's Good and Holy; and con*- 
demn all Hypocrifie,conimend upright Dealing, 
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and fincerity of Hearr, and profcribe even thofe 
Sins which the World can take no notice of^ 
i^i^s of Thoughts, Sins of the Heart, and Sins 
of Secrecy, and urge a hearty unfeigned love to 
pur Neighbour. . Their great care and foUicir- 
tude is, that Men may not be kept unacquainted 
with themfel ves ; and tho' they lived in different 
Aees, at different Times, and were of different 
Educations, yet they all agree in their great £t^ 
deavour and Defign to purifie Mens EieartStand 
to keep their Confciences void of Offence to- 
wards God and towards Men. They would 
have God worfhipped and honoured like a God, 
in Spirit and in Truth, and require the Cream 
and Marrow of our Endeavours, our deareft 
and tendereil Love to be given to him, which 
indeed is a Worfhip fit for him that is our Su- 
pream Ruler and Govjernour^ in whom we live, 
and have our Being. 

They condemn all Senfoality, which makes 
Men live like Beads ; and all Impatience, and 
Difcontent,which makes their Lives miferabl e; 
and all Pride and Haughtinefs, which makes 
their near Neighbours hate and defpife them ; 
and all bafe Selfiihnefs, which makes them un- 
compaffionate. They prefcribe the greateil Cor- 
dials againft Croffes and AfHidions, for they 
promife a better Life after this, a Life of ever- 
lailing Joy and Blifs ; and tho' Mofes and the 
Prophets fay but little of another Life in exprefs 
terms, yet they do it in Types and Shadows^ 
and myfterious Phrafes and Adions, which 
the Prophets among the Jews in all probabili* 
ty explained to the People ; and fuppofe there 
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inhere no fachLife, yet would the fancy of it be 
mighty pleafingin Difireiles and Calamities^ and 
ferve to bear ns up under the greateft burthens ; 
and ihould we find nothing ofthat nature when 
we come to die, to be fure there would be no 
body to laugh at us. 

They reprefent God as infinitely merciful to 
wretched Men, and willing to accept of thofe 
that lepent and turn, and fincerely fear him, and 
to make them everlaflingly happy; and yet that 
Men may not prefome, and cum the Grace of 
God into wantonnefs, they reprefent him Juft 
withal, that will take Vengeance on thofe who 
provoke his Patience, and mock his Compafli- 
on, and abufe his Mercy into contempt of his 
Laws. They reprefent him as a very reafonable 
Mailer that lays upon his Servants no more than 
they are able to bear, and expefts returns an- 
fwerable to the Favours he beftows on them ; 
and fuch Services as are, in fome meafure, pro- 
portionable to the means he hath afforded them, 
which is no more but what we exped from our 
Servants. All which is highly rational ; and I 
mufl needs imagine, (ince no Men that ever lived 
in the World could give the World fiich exaft 
Rules for the improvement and advancement 
of a rational Soul as thefe Writers do, that they 
mufl have had fome divine Spirit to guide them, 
efpecially iince the education,breeding and con- 
verfation of fome or moft of ihem, gave them no 
advantages of Learning or Philofophy, nor any 
opportunity of improving their Intelleduals, by 
reading fuc h W ritings as acute and quick* figfa ted 
Men had difperfed thro' the World- To exalt 
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Che Souljattd to elevtte it above Senfe,«ndi Eanbf 
ind £>rofs,and Dung, aod to be admitted to fiuni- 
liarity withits Maker, feems tobe the very drift 
and deiign ofthUBook ; and if it were not Di- 
vine, or Infpired, it mi||ht however deferve 
tbe reputation bf maintaining the ^reateft and 
moft generous deiigns that ever were carried 
OB by Mankind. 

But fure i ts Orinnal is more than Human ; and 
t.he Perfons who delivered thefe things had cer- 
tainly a Divine Commiifion. Whw I ]o(^ ei- 
ther upon M9fes and the Prophets in the Qld^ 
or upon Jefus and his Apoities in the New 7>- 
ftament. Men, who were the chief Promulgers 
of the Truths delivered in thefe Books, me- 
thinks there appears fomething extraordinary 
in them, and I cannot but fee the Fii^erof God 
that did direA and help them : If I believe aiy 
thing thai I never heara or faw my felf, I have 
thegreatefireafon in the Wcurld to believe that 
xhttMofts, ^\iom\Mt\iyews9XLdi Heathens ciXi. 
the great Leader and Captain* General of (hie 
Jevtst was infpired from above when he eave 
bis Law to the whole Nation of the Jews. That 
he wrought thofe ftupetidious Miracles v^hich 
are reccnrded in Scriptmre, the Jewijh Natioo 
hath firmly and conuantly believed ever fioce 
they were wrought ; andhow^oooooMen,be- 
fore whom they were wrought, and who did 
feed upon many of thfi^ Wonders, and who 
have delivered the real perf^Mrmance of thofe 
Miracles down to their Pofterity, and fo iai- 
prtoied the belief of it on the hearts of their 
Progeny, thatndther Sword, nor Fire> cookl 

ever 
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ev<r mtke them deny it, even by theTeftimony 
oftheirgreateft Enemies; How^ I fay, thisvalt 
multitude (^ Men could be miftaken in thofe 
Miracles, and give credit to this Law, obferve 
every Pun^ilio of ir, undergo all that tedious 
Service he injoined them, endure the pain of 
Circumcifion, ne^ed their fecular and neceffary 
Affiiirs to attend that laborious W or flii p, and all 
upon the account of thofe Miracles, if they had 
not been confident of the truth and reality of 
them, is altogether unaccountable to a rational 
Man. Thefe Miracles be could never have 
wrought without a fupernatural Power; nor can 
I imagine any other reafon, why God fhould ho- 
noiur him with that fupernatural Power, but only 
to confirm the Law and Statutes he gave to the 
Jews^ and to teilifie unto them, and to afiure 
them, that they came from God, and that the 
Puniihments threatned would certainly attend 
the wilful n^e Aers of that Law. 

That the nrophets foretold things, fome loo, 
ibme 300, fome ^oo Years before they came to 
pafs, isfoevidentfromtheHifioryof /0^/, Cy- 
rkts ^nd the Mejfftss, who was to come, that he 
mnfl profefs himfelf a firang^ toall Hiftory, that 
denies it; for I find the J^rwx had thofe Prophe- 
cies by them many Years before they were fulfil- 
led, and therefore cannot be fuppofed to have 
forged thofe Prophecies, after the things pre-^ 
tNMed to be foretold by them,were come to pafs. 

But had we no other Teftimony, that the 
Writingsof the OldTeftaHunt are infpired, and 
of Irvine Ori^al, but that of Jefust and his 
Apoftles (provided w^ can prove, that thefe 
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Came with Divide Authority) there would |)e 
enough to fatisfie any Perfon that doth not de-^ 
light in difputing againft Light and Reafon. 

That we owe the Dodrine of the New-Tt^ 
Jfament to this Je/usznd his Apoftles, the whole 
Chrillian World hath unanimouily believed for 
1600 Years together ; and I muft needs fuppofe 
there could not have been fuch a flir in the 
World, for fo many Centuries, about the Religi- 
on ofjefusj if there had not been fuch a Perfon 
in the W orld. But in this I find the whole World 
agree ; That there was fuch a Perfon, not only 
Chriftidnsj but their greateft Enemies, both 
Jews and Heathen^ do confefs. This the pro- 
phaneft Men alive will believe, as firmly at leaft 
as they d o, that there were fuch Perfons as fFil- 
Ham the Conqueror^ or Richard the Firft^ Se- 
cond, Third, ^c. This Jefus^ as he doth aver and 
maintain^That God fpake by Mofes and the Pro-^ 
phets of old, fo hecould not but be himfelf a Per- 
fon fen t froifl God to reform the W orld,and to let 
them know the Will and Pleafure of the Almigh- 
ty concerning their everlalting Happinefs. 

Fori find> he wrought fuch Miracles, Works 
fo exceeding Art and Nature, that they were 
the wonder and confufion of the World ; Nor 
do I, upon Examination, perceive that the 
Jews deny it ; only they give out, that being 
well skilled in the Art of Magick, and deaiixig 
with the Devi!, he made all that flir and noife in 
the World, and drew fo many Followers aftejf 
him, which to any Man in his Wits feems the Gi* 
lied Plea imaginable ; for his Dodrine^ Life^ 
Miracles, all tended to the defirudtion of the 



Consideration. 2j7 

BvnTi Kingdom. His firfl Work was to forbid 
Idolatry) and to pull down the Worihip of De* 
vilsy And to encourage real Goodnefs, and Piety, 
$od abhorrency, not only of all Evil, but of aH 
appearance of Evil ; and, if Satan cafl out Sa^ 
tMy bets divided againft him fe If ^ and how them 
jhall bis Kingdmjiand? Matt h. 12.26. 

I fhvd, that the Art of Magick^ in thofe days^ 
was in great requefl with all the Grandees of the 
Jews^ and they arrived to great Perfeftion in 
it. And if this Jefus wrought his Miracles by 
that Art, W hy could not thofe Great Mafters of 
IViagick imitate thofe wonderful W orks? Not to 
mention, thatat hisCrucifixioq, when they al- 
fedged all thajt Malice or Hell could fuggeit a- 
l^inft him, noiie of his Adverfaries, whatever 
iome of them had done before, durlt be fo abo- 
minably impudent, as to charge him with that 
black atid difmal Crime. Indeed his Deiign, 
Words, Aftions, Behaviour, and Deportment, 
were all fo diredly contrary to this black and 
hellifli Art5 that a Man feems to be given up to the 
Devil that can have but the leaft Inclination to 
believe it. Ner^ certainly had the greateft Ad- 
vantages of any Man that ever lived, to know the 
mmoltreach of Magick ; for as his extream Vi- 
cioiifnefsand Debauchery made him the Devirs 
Darling) fo he had all the Magicians in the World 
to teach, and to inftruft him ; yet with ail the 
Tricks and Juggles that either Men or Devils 
covjddfurniftihim withal, I do not find that he 
was able to cure a cut Finger. 

As great an Enemy as Julian the Apoftate was 
to the Chriftian Religion, as much as he hated 

S and 



1 J 8 The Great Law of 

and |!ef ftcdf ed it; yet,by what is recorded by ve^ 
ry faithful Men, I fee he could not deny but that 
Jefus did oj^n the Eyes of fome blind Men, and 
cured others that were lame^ and difpoirefiednot 
few that were molcfted with evil Spirtts^and the* 
be makes light of thefe Wonders^ yet to a Man 
that is not pofTeffed with Prejudice^ tbofeWorks 
will feem Divine and Supernatural; not but that 
Cataradsy and accidental din^nefs of the Eyes^ 
may be redreiTed by natural means ; but Vihat 
Meuythat are born blind,af e rellor'd totheir ^ht 
with a W ord, it cannot but argue a Commiitioii 
from Heaven. Indeed) all that faw it, pr ofefled^ 
they never faw it on this fafhion^ Tnere were 
Philofophers and Learned Men^ as well as 
Tradefmen and Mechanicks, in the crowd of hi9 
Hearers, who, could they have found but the 
leafl hole for e vafion, would certainly have made 
life of it againft him ; but with the exaAeit Ob« 
fervations they could make,they could not make 
the leailffaadow of an Impofiure, but were for*^ 
ced toconfefs that a mighty Prophet was rifennp 
amongllthem. 

I cannot readily comprehend, why Tiierims 
ihould have been to fond, to have (his y^yirxafcri-* 
bed into the number of the Roman gods ; or why 
J^^z/^r^j* ihould worihip him in his Clofet, among 
bis other Deities;or ^hy Adrian fhould have pur* 
pofed to ereft Temples, without Images, to his 
H onour, if they had not looked upon him as feme 
extraordinary perfon, and had not been fuffi-- 
cielitly afTured of the many wonderful works he 
had done. I find, the Chriffians appeal to the pub-* 
)ick Ads and Records among the veryHeathens^ 
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Where inany of the wonderful tbmgsthat J^^ySyx 
Bid were defcribed^ which they dur A not have 
doner had they not been fore,, that there were 
fttch ptblick montimentSi and thofe things in 
them. 

The Evangelifts (whofe Writings I have no 
more reafon to queftion^ than I do rhe Writings 
oi Tacit usi or Stneca^ or CicerOi or Zi^they ha* 
vingbeen univerfaliy acknowledged to be theirs, 
and no Man having ever been able to confute 
their Relation, or to give any fatisfadory Argu* 
roent why they fliould not be believed,) thefe 
Evangelifts, fome of them beingEye-witnefles, I 
perccivei make mention of feveral Miracles that 
were wrought before great multitudes of People, 
and certainly^ fome judicious Men then living 
would have found it our^ if there had been a 
cheat or juggle in't : Nay is it rational, that the 
Apoftles of this 7^y&x would, or durft, with that 
freedomiboldnefs,and confidence^have affirmed, 
a{rerted,andabetted| both his Refur region, and 
his Miracles^ in the very Metropolis dijudaa^xn 
the City oijernfakm^ where it had been §n eafie 
matter to difcover the fraud, if there had been no 
fuch thing ? From all which I muft neceflarily 
conclude, z%Nicodemus^ Job. 3.x. Mafierj we 
know that thou art a Teacher come from God; fop 
no man can do tbefe Miracles that thou doejly ex^ 
tept God be with himi 

Indeed, If I will not put a veil over my Face^ 
and wilfully blind my felf, I muft needs conclude^ 
That this Doftrine muft be Divine, whofe Mir 
racles were fo; nor can I fuppofe it poffible, 
that God would fufier that perfon, whom he in^ 
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tfufied with his ownPowep of doing Miraek^f 
to obtrude upon the World felfeand idle Tales, 
or unneceiTary and impertinent DodrineS) and 
Injunctions. I cannot concmeiwhy God fhoold 
communicate to him the Power of doing Mi- 
riacles, except it be to confirm the Divinity, and 
indjfpenfible neceflity of his Dodbrine ana Pre- 
cepts ; fo that if the Works he did had aDivine 
Original, his Dofirine and Commands rnxiH be 
derived from Heaven too ; elfe it would foUow, 
that God had been very unwife io his Choice, 
and had exerted his Omnipotent Power to little 
or no purpofe, only to make a fhew in the 
W orld, or to increafe the Kingdom of Darknefs j 
than which, there can nothing be imagined 
more abfurd, or incongriious. And tho' it's 
true, that tnoft Religions boafl^of Miracles ; and 
inapy things which are cried up for Miracles 
are nothing lefs ; yet thefe are io attefied, that 
a Man muft go againft (he firongeft Evidence, 
that «oes to contradid them* 

If 1 coofider the progrefs of thisGofpeUlfind 
it's altogether Miraculous^ not oniybecauie the 
Apoftles who propagated thisDoftrine had the 
Power of Miracles conferred on them by this 
'^^/jWhich proves him to have been in the fcnrm 
of God ; but hecaufe in lefs than xoo years, with- 
out Force or Arms,! n d€f{HteQf Su'ord and Fires 
andrthe direll Torments, it fpread over all the 
known World* That the Mahometan Religion 
made a ftupendious Progrefs,after its Riie, isnot 
denied ; but he that ihall reiied on the Means 
whereby it enlarged its Power, w^. by Sword 
aad Violence, by depopulating Cowiitries,bykil- 
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HflH^iod murdering all that reiifted, will judge it 
•rofe from Hell, rather than came down from 
Heaven. Bur I find the Gofpel fprcad to a Pro- 
digy, only by Innocence and Patience; by doing 
Good, and fufFering Evil, the proper Arms of 
Heaven. No force was put upon Men, but what 
came from demonftration of the Spirit ; and that 
500oMen,in i or 3 days timeiihould be capiivat- 
*d by it,is 10 me asgreat a Wonder,as St. Teters 
bidding the Lame Man take up his Bed and walk. 
Ifee, how indefpite of all the Arms and Stra- 
tagems the Devil could invent to Hop its pro- 
efs, in defpite of all the endeavours of Nero^ 
dmitiOHf TrajaHf ^ecius^ T>ioclefiaft^ to root 
it our,it mock'd their rage and fury. 1 find \\ow 
the blood of Martyrs, that was fpilt this day, 
broughtforih a greater number of Confcflbrs the 
tiext; and multitudes of Chriflians, that were 
facHficed this week,were feconded by a greater 
Army in a few days afcer^ and Men leemed to 
.glory in being defigned for Death, and ferving 
as Apprentices of Martyrdom; and tho' here 
and there a Mahometan may die for his Religi- 
on, yet fuch a number of Martyrs no Religion 
can mew : And what can I think of fo many 
Myriads of Men, that being offered Eafe, Plen- 
ty, Riches, Honours, Preferments, defpifed 
them all, and would fu0er the moit exquiiite 
Tortures, which the Executioners themfelves 
tfembled at, and which made the very Heathen 
blufh, (fo great was the Inhumanity,) rather 
than deny that Daftrine, which they had upon 
indubitable Teftimonies received as Divine ? 
.\Vhat can I think, I fay, of ihefe Mei^ but ih^t 
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they had fufficiently fearched into the Tfuth 
of this Gofpel ; and were moft certainly aflUredi 
tharitwas theWordandWillof God;and thtt 
this Jefus would moft certainly fuUfil his, Pror 
mifes to'themi and give them eternal Life, if 
they could be content to lofe their Lives on 
Earth for his fake ; That fo many Hundred 
thoufand Men, many of them Learned, and 
Wife, and of Noble Blood, and in^enioqs Edu- 
cation, Ihould throw away their Liv^$ in a Hi^*- 
mour, without very good ground that what 
they believed was really Divine, and could not 
be fo, is 9 thing fo iricfedible, that thofe who 
can think fo, difcover themfelves to be the mo^ 
credulous Dunces in the World, 

I read, how in and about Cbri/Fs tincie,eithc7 
juft before his coming, or Ihortly after his d€^* 
parting out of this World, by confeifion of 
the Heathens themfelves (for Torfhyrius^ as bit- 
ter an Enemy as ever Chriftiamty had amons 
Philpfophers, acknowledges fo much) the Hea- 
then Oracles,' and the Voices of Devils, ceafed- 
And can I think, the Devil would have left de- 
luding the World, by his ambiguous Oracles, 
gone off of the Stage vol untiarily and quietly,ex- 
cept he had been forced and compelled to it by 
this prodigious Perfon, whom God fent into the 
World to reveal his Glory? Certainly it could 
not be one that was mere Man, whoiji tbcfe Evil 
Spirits would have veiled and bowed to ; with- 
out he had been more than Man, they would 
have djfputed their Power, and maintained 
their Pofleffion, and defended theif Univerfal 

Empire^ 
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Empireiftnd made Men know, that the Arm of 
Flem was a very inconiiderable Weapon to con-* 
tronl, or dethrone the Rulers of the l^arknefs 
of this Worlds and fcorned to give fuch a cow-, 
ardly Oracle, as he did to Auguftus Cafar ; Me 
Tuer Hebr£us^ &c. * The Hebrew boy doth 
^ drive me out, and commands me Silence. 

I find, where-ever this Gofpel came, the 
Devil fled away ; this deilroy^d his Service, 
Priefis, and Altars, and the Gates of Hell could 
not withiland it ; nor can I fee which way the^ 
Gofpel could have efFeded all this> without 
its Power and Efficacy had been Divine. 

I read, what flrange alterations it made upon 
all Peoples Tempers, Difpodtions, and AfFedi- 
ons,who embraced it ; what fhould make fo ma« 
ny great Men, fo many fubtil Philofophers, fo 
many learned Men, fo many Sages, Men of the 
greateft Wit, and Judgment,and Apprehenfion, 
Doth in the Eaitern and Wellern Empire, yield 
and fubmit to it, and throw away their vain 
Philofophical Learning, and humble themfelves 
to theCrofs of Chrijiy except they had feen the 
Stamp of God upon it ^ I find, that the greateit 
Oratory, and Logicians, and the ableft Difpu- 
tams^ that came with an intent to deride it. 
Were captivated} and conquered by ir, and fub- 
tnitted to its Laws and Dodrines ; and as un- 
learned, and unskilfulf as the Men were that 
defended it againtt their Subtilty,yet they were 
forced to yield to jhem ; and to cry out. That 
fhey were overcome, and bafHed. The change 
it wrought upon Peoples Spirits,, was wood- 
fous.ftrange j the Cholerick, the Envious, the 
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Drunkarc!, the Fornicator, the Adulcerct^ ifee 
Worldling, the Oppreflbr, the Timoroiis, the 
Pufilanimous,wereon a fudden transformed m? 
to Love,Mceknefs, Sobriety, Chaftity, Teilipc-? 
ranee, Charity, Liberality, Fortitude, snd Magr 
nanimity ; and they that before trenofbled at the 
thoughts of Fire and wild Beafts, oflfered thetn^ 
felves to Flames, and took it ill, if they were 
put by, and deprived of the Honour of Kidiflg 
m fuch Fiery Chariots to Heaven. 

Nay, I fee at this day, how wonderfallj it 
works on the Souls of Men, makes them aa a^ 
ainil their natural Inclinations,without any pro* 
fpeft of temporal Intereft, go againft the Btafs of 
their Corruptions, and ttoj) in their Careeif to 
Hell; which they were running to with moftet* 
ger appetite. I fee how it makes them hate that 
evil company they formerly delij^tcd in> and 
how infipid it renders all the Jells of their old 
Aflbciatcs ;. how it makes them love their Ene- 
mies, do good to them that hate them^ pray for 
them that perfecute them, and defpitefully ufe 
them ; how it makes them live above Senfe, and 
feek their greateil fatisfadion in the Ways and 
Ordinances of God. In a word, how from fiealts 
it changes them into Men ; and from Men tmo 
more than Men, And what can I afcribe all this 
to, but to a Divine Spirit, that by this Gofpel fub- 
dues the Hearts, and brings the Lufls and Afie* 
ftions of Men into Obedience to Chrift Jefus : 
And tho' there be Religious Men among other 
Sefts, as Jewsj Heathens and Mahometans^ 
yet is their Piety rather outward than in* 
ward s and whatever ihew they may make 
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of Silf*defattls and Mordficatiotis^ their Hearts 
mt not dhanged all the while bv force of their 
Dofirines, which yet we fee daily pradifed i& 
oor Chriftiaa CongregatioDS^ whereof none can 
mVe fo good an account as Divines that difcourfe 
reode about their Spiritual Concerns.' 

He thatihaH takefuchArgumentsastbefeinto 
{etiousConfideration, may eafily fatisfie bimlelf, 
tfaatinthefe Volumes is contained the true Will 
of God ; at leaft) that this, of all things extant, is 
moftfikdy to be the Will of God, nothing in 
l^ture having thofe Circumftances, and Cha- 
racers, and Teftimonies of a Divine Original, 
as the Rfdes contained in thefe Books we call 
the BiiJe have ; and whatever feeming Contra- 
didionsand Tautologies may befound there, to 
aconlBderateMan it would appear, that as long 
as the main thing, the true way to Happinefs,is 
fecured, fuch accidental things, as ireqoency 
of the fame Expreffions, and Chronological Mi- 
ftakes,* comtaitied by the various Tranfcribers, 
inay be pafled by without offence : That many 
things wnich have feem'd Contradictions, upon 
examination of the Cuftoms and Circumitances 
of the Age thefe Books were written in, have 
been found ao Contradidions ; and that thus it 
may be in all the reft, if we knew all thofe ways 
of fpeaking and reckoning, and naming things, 
and all the Proverbial Elxprei&ons then in ufe ; 
Tlut in the fubftancial things of thefe Books 
there had) been no alteration or corruption, 
ibr fo many Ages together ; atid that the 
plain way of Writing ufcd h^e, and repeating 
the fauK things often, doth but argue honell 

Sim- 
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Simplidil^t and want of Guile, and Uhwitling« 
nefsy to iinpofe upon the World in thofe that 
have written thofe Books ; and that though fome 
PaiTages recorded in them feem to us fuperfiu- 
ous, and needlefs, as that of Jacobs and i?#- 
chel^ and Leahj yet the Sacred Writer mi^ 
have peculiar and very weighty Reafons for it, 
and deiign it as an Allegory, to reprefent fome 
.other Myflery, as we fee St. Taul affirms of 
Abraham^ and Sarahs and Haggr^ Gal. 4. X4. : 
And as Confideration wouldchafe away Infi- 
delity of this nature, fo the want of it, we 
find, makes Men Sots and Beails, and talk againil 
things they underlland not, and cavil at things 
moit Sacred, and full of Reafon, and Majefty. 
This is it makes them break Jefts on that which 
they ought to bow to, and fpeak lightly of thofe 
Myfleries which require an^i phallen^ jtbeir 
greateft Veneration. 

This, x4//v, is the Reafon which makes the 
fenfual Man queftion another W orld. He con^ 
fiders not whata Divine Angelical Spiritis wiih^ 
in him, nor how improbable it is that the Ratio^ 
nal part of himfelf (a thing certainly difiinft 
fjrom his Body, and which ponfiils not of Matter 
capable of Corruption, and can voluntarily 
move it felf, and think, which Matter cannot 
do) fhould periih as the Beafts of the Field, 
would he but confider how this Notion of an 
After-retribution is fpread all the foberer. World 
oyer ; and tho'.all do not agree in the nianner 
of the Souls furviving, fome being for Tranf- 
migrationi as Tythagara^^ and tjie Brachmane^ 
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in the Mien others, for its ading in an airy 
Vehicle during the date of beparatioo ; ye|: 
jnoA agree in this, whatever doubtfal Expref- 
£oos might drop from Socrates^ Seneca^ and 
others, TTiat it's fenfible either of God's Love, 
or heavy Difpleafure, and its Nature immortal: 
And certainly this Notion muft have a begin^ 
niog ; fometbing or other did occafion it in 
Mens Minds ; the ufual Plea, that Politicians 
did invent it to reftrain Men from fecret Vil- 
lanies which they faw prefent Punifliments 
would not do, feems to be itrangely imperii- 
4ient ; for not to mention that there was never 
any Hiflory in the World that we could hear 
of,' that gave us an account of fuch a thing, or 
of the beginning of it, we cannot fuppofe that 
thefe Politicians, if they were wife Men, and 
jej^pefjte^ to fee the Fruit of their Labours, 
Vould ever have adventured to plant this No- 
tion of a futurp Judgment in Mens Under- 
fiandings, had not they either believed, and 
been perfwaded that there was apofTibility of 
fuch an After- retribution, and that the Notion 
Was very fuitable and agreeable to Man's Rea^ 
fon ; or obferved, that there was in mott Men 
a very great inclination to believe it, elfe they 
might as welj have perfwaded the World that 
Black is White, or that it's better to be blind 
than to fee ; Maxims, which wbuld have ex- 
pofed them to fcorn an4 contempt. And 
^Ji^hence fhould thi^ fuita'blenefs of the Notion 
to Man's Reafon, or that eafieclormg of the 
Soul with the Notidn^ 6r Mens readin^fs to 
embrace' the Notion u^on the firft hearing of it^ 

' come: 
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come ? Whence cin all this be, but from the 
ilamp and impreiBon the great Creator harii 
made on the Hearts of Men, when firfi be 
gave them a Being in the World? nor can we 
think fo mean of thisfirftCaufe, as cofuppofe 
that he made this Notion fo fnitable to the ra- 
tional Soul of Man, or endued the Souls of 
Men with a pronenefs to entertain it, without 
there had been really fuch a thing as a future 
retribution ; elfe it would follow, that this Su- 
preme Being had given us a pronenefs to be- 
lieve a Lye, Or a Hiing which is not, and con- 
fequently impofed and put a cheat upon his 
Creatures, which is equally abfurd and blafphe- 
mous. 

Nor could melancholy Men be the firft broach- 
ers of it, as is pretended by fome ; for we do 
not find that melancholy Fancies do ordinarily 
fpread fo much. Should ^ melancholick Man 
fancy a Country where Men go upon their 
Heads, and write a very large Book concerning 
the Situation, Nature, Temperature, Manners, 
Cuftoms of it, who would give credit to his 
defcription ? He that fancies he fees fuch and 
fuch things in the Air, or in his Houfe, or en- 
tertains Notions that are out of the common 
road', gets but very few to itnitate or to follow 
him, or to think as he doth. But this belief 
of an After- retribution takes ppffemoti of the 
greateft and learned'ft Men, nay, the moll airy 
Conftitutions embrace it, Men of aH Cora- 
plexioils and Tempers imbibe and cherifii it, 
and they cannot iland but againft the Notion, 
it appears fo reafonable ; fo that lUll wc mnft 

have 
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hAv.e recoorfte to him that firft made Mao, and. 
]Ba4e this Notion fo agreeable to his Reafon ; 
flfid this he would not, could hot have done* 
if fuch a thing had never been intended ; and 
tbo' Apparirionsy Qhofts, and Spedres, are 
laug^'d at by fome as Dreams and Gulleries, 
yet that doth not controul the Experience of ju-< 
dicioqs and nnbiaiTed Men in all Ages, who have 
both feen and fpoken with thofe inhabitants of 
the other, World, and received fVom thence 
very dreads accounts of its Retributions. 

Wpuld the fenTual Wretch but ruminate upon 
thef<? Circumftaoces, the Confideration would 
confound his fooliOi Principles, and childiib 
Conclufipns ; wcmld he but take time to con-* 
jider how hard a matter it is to eradicate thi^ 
Nouon out of the Mind after it has once taken 
root there, yvhat Paiiis fome daring Men are 
forced to ufe to lift or ejed this Principle out of 
f heir Souls ; how they are forced to drink and 
f wear to be rid of it ; how they muft turn Beafts 
to unmap themfelves; turn Day into Nighti and 
)^]ight into Day ; carefsall forts of Temptations ; 
make themfelves Slaves to their Lufts; court 
tb<^ vileft oi Mankind ; feek out jovial Society ; 
run thro' a perfe^ Difciplioe of Vice ; are afraid 
to be alone ; are ever in a hurry ; dare not 
tnake ufe of their Reaibn ; are forced to banifli 
all ferious Thoughts ; are conftrained to enter- 
tain all that's light and frothy ; encourage them- 
felves in nothmg but Senfuality ; avoid all fo? 
ber aod grave Difcourfes ; be always in the 
^ife of Drums and Trumpets, I mean in the 
.iioife of idle Tales and Divertifements ; damp 
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all the checks of their own Confcieocesr reaa 
Plays and Romances ; and buGe themfelves a^ 
bout nothing but trifles, things that School-boys 
would be amamed of, and ail this to root out 
this one poor Ndtionot an After iudgmfent,; and. 
yet when they hay6 done all this,debauched their 
virtuous Principles, ruined Natuf fc, dethroned 
their Reafon, lifade themfelves greater Slaves to 
the Devils poiEbly, than the Devi! would hzv€ 
them to be; they cannot totally banifli it, it #il! 
come again and fright them i ahd the Noti(»^ 
flicks fo clofe, is id rlv^tted into the Soul, that 
neither the Blood of the Grapes, nor all the Fro-? 
licks and Merriments they can think of, nor dt 
the MiftreiTes and Strumpets in the World cacf 
totally blot out and deface it^ • 

Would he but confider all this, ^ eafie mat->' 
ter would make him conclude, if there be rid 
fuch thing, and nothing but Education pro-^ 
duces and caufes thofe needlefs apprehenfionsf 
of an After-Judjgment, then why is it fo hard a 
matter to eradicate this Nothing ? Ic^s true; 
Superflition is as hard to get out of the Bonei 
as this Notion ; but iince it is for this Notion-^ 
fake that Men embrace Superflition^ the 
Queflion may lawfully be asked. One would 
think, if it fiands for a Cypher only, it fliould 
be no hard matter to unravel Education ; for 
a Vice, I fee, tho' it become a fecond Nature; 
may be unlearnt by degrees ; but this Notiorf 
of an After-Judgment, tho' the Sinner may 
fupprefs and fmother it for fome time, yet 
that it fliould break out again, and wheii 
the Wretch thinks he hath conquered k» 
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ftould return with greater violence^ nay, beat 
fo much flronger upon the Mind, by how much 
more a Man ttrives to put it our, as if it would 
jDor be denied^ and would have admittance in 
deipight of all oppoiition, and mocked all the 
Weapons tiiat Nature, and the Wit of Man, can 
ufe againfl it : This fure makes it more than 
probable, that it is a Plane which God himfelf 
hath planted in the Soul. 

Richard the Third cared for Religion as lit- 
tleasaoyManin the World could do; nay, his 
Murders, Blood iheds, Wrongs, Injuries he did, 
and which were fo familiar to him, ihew he nei-« 
ther believed another World, nor dreaded it ; 
yet the night before Bojworth Field Fight, 
he dream'd that all the Devils in Hell were 
gnawing and tearing of him ; which did not 
a little difcompofe him when he awaked. 
Indeed, faith the Hiilorian, this was not 
fo much a Dream, as an evil Confcience, 
which foreboded an all-revenging Arm, as 
foon as his Soul ihould enter into the Region of 
Spirits. 

^ Would theSinnerconfider with himfelf, I be- 
lieve there is a God, and I cannot but allow that 
God impartial Juftice : To deny him this, is to 
deny him Perfedion, andconfequently to deny 
his Being ; for the Notion of God implies abfo- 
lutePerfeAion: If this God be Juft, howihalll 
judge of his Juftice \ 1 have no other Rule, to 
goby, but that Juftice, which all Mankind be-: 
lievcs to be Juftice. If God be our Governor, (as 
certainly none hath a greater right to it, becaufe 
inhim we Uve, and bre^th^ and have our Being) 

he 
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be caonot I>Bt be a righteous Goventor ; tnd 
how can he be a righteoas Gover&or> without 
diftributivejuftice, without making a jtift difife-* 
rence by Rewards and PuDiihmeots between 
the Obedient and Difobedieot i And when I 
ifee God makes no jail difference in this Life by 
Rewards and PnniifamentSy between thofetbae 
ferve him, and thofe thac defpife and contemn 
his Will ; what can I conclude, but that he 
intends to make it in the Life to come^ or af-« 
ter this Life is ended ? Which way he intends 
to do it, though it is not material for me to 
know, yet finding my Soul capable of Joy and 
Mifery here, of Peace and Anguiftif I can e^<^ 
ly conceive that this Soul I carry with me, will 
be the principal Subjed of the Joys orMiferies 
hereafter. He is mofl certainly able to pr^^^ 
ferve that* Soul^ which he hath made capable 
of being governed by Moral Laws and Pre- 
cepts, and to be wrought upon by Moral Per- 
fuafions into Obedience to his Laws : he is 
moil certainly able, 1 fay, to keep our Souls 
in being, even when they leave the Earthly 
Tabernacle of their Bodies, and to punifli or re- 
ward them according to their Works; tbefe 
Souls being the principal Agents in Good or 
Evil . And he that was able to create the Body, 
is certainly able to raife it again and unite it to 
the Soul, that fo both may participate of the fame 
Fate- Nayi^ the neceffity of thefe After-rewards 
and Punifhmeiits enforce a neceffity, at leai^ 
of God's prefer ving the Soul for thejfe Reward 
and Punilbments^; and what way foever God 
hath to preferve our Intdledtuai Part after 

Death, 
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Death, it's enou^ to me, or to any rational 
Mao, that according to the notion and apprehen- 
iion we haveof Jurace, he cannot be Jolt, with* 
ourhedothpreierveit, either for Reward, or 
Paoiffimenc. 

For, that God doth not fufficiently reward 
and ponifli Men in this Life, daily Experi-. 
ence mves me fufficient Teftimonies. The 
wicfcedeft of Men, are, very often, the great- 
eft in the World j and thofe that opprefs fuch 
as truly fear God, fwim in all manner of Plen- 
ty and Eafe, and Riches and Honour. And 
the' 'tis true, that fuch Men have Sicknefs, 
and die, yet thofe are things common to 
good and bad, and caa be thought no juft ' 
differencing Retributions. Thofe that make 
it their fiufinefs to obferve God's Laws, la- 
boDr to approve themfelves his mod obedient 
Subje6b, and his moil faithful Servants, ordina- 
rily fuSer great ' Injuries, are unjuftly ar* 
raigned, condemned, executed ; undergo tor- 
tures of cruel mockings,of fcourgings,of bonds, 
ofimprifonments; witnefs the Saints of the 
three firft Centuries ; who with all their ftrift- 
nefsand circumfpeA walking with God, got 
nothing vifibly,^. but Gibbits, and Gallows, and 
Racks, and Wheels, and Flames, and Tor- 
tures, and Dungeons : And their Accyfers, 
or Judges, may be, have all that heart can 
wifb ; their Eyes fiand out with fatnefs, nei- 
ther are they plague^ like other Men ; or if 
they be fometimes affli^ed, the Afflidion is 
not at all anfwerjslrle to the hprridnefs of the 
they cg^mit. 

T How 
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How gently do many of tbefe M onftets. die 
upon their Beds, no Lamp expires more leifurely 
than their Breath; while tne other^that meditates 
in God's Law day and night, dies with difgrace 
and fhame, or is mod barbaroufly murdere(^ and 
butchered . Can I look upoB all thefe PaiTages and 
Occurrences, and hot conclude another World? 
1 muft either conclude, thereis no Governor of 
the World, or if there be one, that Governor 
will certainly find a time, if not here, yet here* 
after, to manifeft his Juftice, to reward the In- 
nocent, andi CO puniih thofe that bid defiance to 
Heaven. It was therefore rationally faid oiFre* 
^/(?r/Vi^ the Emperor, hearing ihat a Nobleman in 
one of his Provinces, a Man who had denied 
himfelf nothing that his fenfual Appetite did 
crave, lived all his time, fo far as his Nature was 
able to bear it, in Gluttony, Drunkennefs, Fornix 
cation, Adultery, Oppreflion, InjufUce, and had 
committed feveral Murders too, and had never 
been fick, and diedatlait, after 9^ Years abode 
in the World, of mere old Age, quietly, foftly, 
without any pain, or diilurbance. That either 
there muft be no God, or there muft be another 
Woirld, where this licentious Wretch muft be 
punilhed. 

Either Man is a nobler Creature than a Beaft, 
or he is not; ifhebenor, what means his Rea- 
fori, his Speech, his Pow6r, to exprefs his Mind, 
and to examine t he Nature, Manner, Ends^ Cauf- 
es, and Defighs of ail Things, his Dominion over 
all the Beafts of the Earth, Sfr. If he be, we 
miift not affirm that of him, which will certainly 
declare him more miferable than the Beafk, 

whofc 



%Me Spirits go downvwds. IfthejrQb^QQo^ 
tber^orldtQ^Judgmoiitcocome, oQafter-rc}-. 
tn|[>t]Uoo»wby is M$Qpoile/rsd witkthe ffMU* of it? 
l^is Fear is a thing oCthat confeque^cc ,aiid hath' 
fogreat ao in^uence upon Mens lives, that from, 
thatfear^ according as Creatures are either pof- 
fe0e4 with itj, or want it, they may joi^lv be qalled 
either happy or mi(erable. Beafts* I iese> are not 
capable of thejfefearS) and coniequemly cannot 
be difiurbed with the apprehenfion of fome 
tbiags, and therefore muu neceflarily be more 
happy and nobler Creatures than Men, who 
are not only capable of fuch Apprehenfions, bQt» 
^ a natural Infiind, feed and cberiih fuch 
Thouebts as thefe. 

Andean there be any thioemore abfurd, than 
to call an Ox, or Lion, or Elefrfiant, a nobler 
Creature than Man? And yet this mult ne- 
ceflarily foUpWt if there be no other World. 
Man would be the moft miferable Creature in the 
World, beio^ fo apt to be tormented with thofe 
fears, if he did die into AnQihilation ! A^ he 
might julUy wi^ himfelf a Beaft, and lament that 
God had put fuch a Clog to all his Delights and 
Merriments, and accuie his Maker of Injufiic^ 
or Cruelty, for frighting, or poflelfin^ him 
with fears qf that which never was, nor is> oqc 
will be. 

Such Cpnli^erations, and pauilng upon the 
p(»nt incool Hlood, would moil certainly fatisige 
any rational, impartial Man, and deliver him 
from halting between two Opinions, and con-, 
▼tnce him^ that he doth mt ceafetobe when be 
i^e^i that th«f« U ajttil ju4g«; that hewiilina 

T 1 Ihort 
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fliort time find it by woful Experience, if a feri^ 
oas return to God {>reveiit it not, and that when ^ 
the jolly Sinner baniflies all Thoughts and Con-, 
temptations of this nature- from his Mind, be 
turns Monfter, challenging Debits, yea worfe * 
than Devils, for the Devils believe 4 World to 
come, and tremble ; and it's ineerly want of 
Confideration makes him fo. 

3 . The fame defed makes him wonder it the 
malapertnefs and impertinence of Divines, that^ 
in every Sermon almoft, pronounce eternal 
Flames to be a due and jult Punifliment for Tem- 
poralSins. 

Let the vain Man but call his Thoughts toge- 
ther, andfummonhisUnderftahdins, to take a 
view of fuchTopicks as thefci Why ihould I 
think it incongruous to God's Juflice, to punifb' 
Sins committed here, with an Eternity of Pain 
and Anguifli ? Hath not he power to do with 
- his own what he pleafeth i May not he af* 
fright ilubborn Sinners with what Punifhment 
he hath a mind to? It is not every Infirmity, 
every accidentalError, every Ignorance, every 
little Fault chat this Eternity of Anguifh is 
threatncd to, but a wilful Ignorance, cuftoma- 
ry Sinning^ ftubborn Difobedience, habitual 
Rebellion. Had a Servant to whom I were 
as kind as to n^ own Child, whom I had raif- 
ed out of the Duft, and heaped innumerable 
Favours upon, and promifed all my £llate to,, 
after fome few Years Service; and fliolild that 
Servant, inftead of Honouring of me, defpife me^ 
wherever he comes ; inftead- of (Obeying me» 
Laugh at my reafoaable Commands ; infiead of 

Work. 
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. Working, Play his Time away ; infiead of goUag 

to the Place I Knd him to, run to Brothel-hoofes 

. or Taverns ; inllead of Lovio^'me,Hate me,and 

Af&ont me, (light both my adoal Kindnefles, 

and myj^ure Smiles; and nptwithftandine my 

continual E^ortations to another coufle of 

Life, continue wilfully in the way he hath begnnt 

merely to grati6e his fooliih I^uils ; and when 

hs is convinced, too of the unreafonablenefs of 

his Doings, knows it is Itigratitude in the higheft 

. degree, and yet will be guilty of it ; and when 

. he might do ptherwife^ooly out of^inalice, and 

to vindicate his own buiiiour, refolves againft 

it ; What Puniihroent can there be top great 

forfuch a Wretch,' 

Were this mine, or my Neighbour's cafe, we 
ihoold ^:ertaiiiiy doom fuch a Monfter to att the 
Tortures that Severity can invent, or inflid t 
. wi why fliould I have any hard Thoughts of 
God, for i}unifliingtheSHUiers ingratitude with 
Ktemal pain or lois, aQ ingratitude fo great, all 
things coh44cred, that the jitorii returns oas 
Man can make to another, cannot fufficiently 
exprefs* the horror and vilenefe of it; and tho' 
God ought to be looked upon as a Being of in- 
finite Love and Behi^ty to his Creatures, yet, 
what a Monger do^h he make himfel^ that 
throws. Dirt upon in^te Beauty and E?^c<sl- 
1» lency? .' 

c*, 0Qdt for ought I fee^ in condemning wilfiil 
^. 3iiiners to Internal mifeiy, gives them but their 
f^ own choice ; and if that old,Sayiiig be Jtrue, f^O" 
f* (fnti Hon fit -injuria ; To bim toM stffii/iiip cam 
l| it 4fmf no iiyurjii i Qod certainly can^Qt be ac<^ 
5 • ■; T.?' . .. cufed 
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cufed of Cf uelty, for he gives th^<|ubbomSitir 
net but that, which he did delibtrtiely pitch 
•upon, and affefted ; abd tho* noM«n doth ordlr 
mrily chlife Puniihrnettt, tmich left ^vertafting 
.Gatamity, for it's own felf, yet as \om as they 
do with vehement afFeftion long «ter that, 
which hath this Calamity infeparably anniexed, 
we jullly fuppofe, that they agree to fiiffcr that 
Calimity, as well as to enjoy the tiding, which is 
the others infeparable Companion. He that is 
certain, that the fmell of fuch anHej-h, or fteW-r 



er,is poifonous, and will kill hitti^ if notwtth- 
flan^g this cooviaion, he wfB IteeH to it ; ifs 



apparent that he milkes choice ijfljisDeath iind 
Rain ; and tho' it m,ay be replied, Th^twMe the 
iTihner doth fo he is hohettcr than diftratfted j 
jind who willptmiflni M^d-manfbr affronting 
fern ? Yet it is ftich a madnefs, asTiSB tnay eafily 
core himfelf cfjtf h^ be ndt unwilling? ana the 
msrdnefeis the morfe'ibeajdufable, becanfe Rear 
fon is ti^ifftltly turned Outtaf doors, and he ra? 
thfer feigns himfelf tnad, than isib; 
• There is not a Kntter, that lives tinder the 
•Gofpel, but he mnil^how, that 'he who doth 
toot waaically believe the Gctf^^, or, -whSch Is 
all one, lives in wilful conteWpt of theLawsof 
the Qofpel, (hall cerfairily be ttatimed j for the 
GdffteP&fo full of thefeThreatnmgs^thathe tha^ 
doth but come to ?my place, where this Word 
of Life is preached; if he be not deaf, muft ne- 
ceiTarily hear it ; nay, if he W3l but 'make the 
ieaft enquiry, and fet himfelf to conftder fcri- 
oulfy, whether that Gofpel be of God or no, 
he tannot b"!|t*ncl, tlwt it is thf Soft pfGod, 
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I evtn he/who can as foon lofe his Being, as tell 
a Lye, that hath, with all the Proteftations ima^ 
i gioible, (hreatirbd thi^ everlaiUng condemnati- 
j on, to Men, ^hat are refolved ta prefer fatisfa- 
; flioq of their Liifts, before all his wifeft and 
I whofefome Pfccepf $• 

This beinjgfenown by all that have any reafon 

or underftanding,: as much as that Felony^ of 

Purglfryy isDeath by the Law^\{ m defpight of 

\ this kiiowledgig, and perf wafion,*the hard-heart^ 

ed Wretch will venture upon a Life of Difobe- 

\ diencje apd Contempt to which Damnation \j 

infepirably annexed ; and rather than leave ofl^ 

wiHipji^e God contradift himfelf, aft contrary 

to hfetliTeatnings, faUifie his Word, as if he in- 

; tended not to do what he faith: What can I 

I think| ' but that the vain Man is in love with 

Ms own Eteynal Deilruftion ? 

. In love with it? So one would think, that fees 

him drive to everla|ltng Death, %% furiou{ly as 

Jehu did to JezrfeL and makerobre hafte to 

invade ^e Gates of Hell, than Eiyah^ for all 

his fiejy Chariot, did, fo get to Heaven. The 

Man tnat runs through bwords ati,d Daggers, 

breaks down Walls and Fences, poifons the 

Principles of Sobridty Providence hath lodged 

in his Breail, ftrarigles the kind Siiggeltions of 

his qwji Cpnfcience, cracks the Bolts and Bars 

of a virtuoiis Education, feeks out Dangers,and 

precipitates himfelfmto them, and with the 

noife qf his Riot, llrive^ to. overcome the Calls 

of the if oly Ghbft within ; defies all prefcrif 

Conviftions ; difregards the gfoans, and crjes^ 

aqd tears, and wounds of a cruci^ed Savioui*, 

Ti ^ thai 
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that would keep him from being undone i y;m^ 
quiihes God's methods to catch him into Re- 
pentance; breaks through all the prohibitions 
of the Gofpel^ through vows, and Promifes, 
«nd Sacraments, and moil folemn Engagements^,* 
Charges all the threatnings of a jealous Grod, 
and ^hrs his way through Roches of Oppofiti- 
ons, and all to get to Hell and Pamnation,fure 
makes that his choice ; and if fo, God doth 
him no injury in . giving him his own Hearts 
defire. . ' 

A Sheep, or a Horfe^certainly can never coun- 
terbalance the Life of a Man ; how ihould it, 
when Man is worth more than a WQrld9 and all 
things are put under his Feet,all Sheep and Oxen, 
and the Beafls of tt^e Field, the Fowls of the Air, 
and the Fifh of the Sea, and whatfoever paife^ 
through the paths of the Sea ? Yet he that 
Icnows he ihall be hanged if he ileal either, and 
will, in defpight of the Penalty, venture merely 
to gratifie his iickly Fancjr, juUly fuffers theipu- 
nilhment, which leems t-b bear no propoirtion 
with the things he ilole ; the Juilice of the Pur 
nifliment is founded in thb Malefador*s Choice, 
and fp wejpnd ir in the cafe before; us; theBlef- 
ilng and t^e Curfe is laid, before the fenfual 
Mm, Life and D^athar^ propofed to him, he's 
put to his choice, which of thefe he'll have : 
He freely an^ wilfully cbufes Death imd the 
Curfes, maugre all that God, or his Angels, 
or his Miniilers, can fay to the contrary ; and 
it's but ju{l, iince hetnus fights againu God, 
and feeihs refolved to crofs all God's endea- 
vours to purifie apd ti^m hiin, j^d will have 

hi? 
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bis wnth and indication) and fcoras hts Mer* 
cy { God ihovild lee him have that Fire and 
Srimftone* which is the porti(m of the Sinner's 
Cnpt and which he is fo very greedy after, as 
if he were afraid he ihould never be fo ba^y» 
jis to obtain or be Matter of it. 

Indeed, the more I think of i% the more I 
find, that it is not God fo much that condemns 
|)im to Eternal Mifery, as the Sinner himfelf, 
*Tis he that s thus barbarous to his own Soi4, 
and |adjud^ himfelf to that Worm which dies 
not. lie laffe^ tint cou/iiming Firet$si{ It wer^ 
the I^ight of Goffs Counfen4Mfe, and feemsto 
envy f^e |/evils their happinefs, he doth §» 
Ipng to be a Iharer of it. He /hatfifes Damnt* 
tlon out of th^, Hands of God's Jufiice, and 
while God offers to.kebp it from him, niakes 
« long Arm ta reach it. 

God, alas ! doth do what he can to fave hipMus 

'3owels yearn over him, and nothinjg w<rald 

pleafe him more than to fee his penitential Tears, 

He is ready, with the good Father,X«i^^ if •xQ. tp 

run, and to have compaflion on him, as foon as 

he doth but refolve to leave the Kingdom of 

Parknefs; even that God, who would haye «dl 

Men to be faved, and come to the knowl^^ of 

the Truth ; He waits to be gracious, andjuftly 

pxpeds that the Vineyard, pn which he bath b^- 

.ilowed gteat coft and pains, ihould bring forth 

jGrajpes. He doth not a6Bi6libe Children of Men 

Wilimgly,he delights not in' their Tortuses. He 

' dehortsanddifcourages them frombemg accef- 

fzty to their own Ruin. He profefles, that in all 

fheir Afl^d^oQ he 1$ a^ded; an4 thiif w|^n lis 

4oth 
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^to(h tfRiBi^emiitis becatdeifbere is no likely 
way befides to biiog them to « ienfe of their Du- 
ty. He gives them time and fpace to repent } 
he careiTes them with his HeaVen ; he can do no 
leftinjufiice, thaffi>repare a HeH fortheftub- 
bom Cinder ; this is the only way to vindicate 
the fionour of htsLft w : But then lie wonld have 
fttiix Ifaun that Topbet, and waOc in the iiray that 
leads to Life, and pomifeshim to rejoice over 
Jrs Repentance, and to crown his ferioasBn^ea-' 
vours with all that^ rich and glorions. All the 
fs^rcies, Afjlidtions, Jtidgements, Providences 
te fends upon him) are to diffiiade him from 
talking in the way toDeflnt^ion^ he wooes the 
proud Creature to his dying l>ary,aadfiands be- 
tween him and eternal Ai^uilh, wljile the 
Wretch faucily thrufts the eternal Gqd away, 
^d will fiorm the fatal Gat^ \ God woujd hold 
jhnn, but he breaks loofe from him, and flings 
litfflielf into the Devil's Arms, rand then, furert 
'}$ not God fo much that condetnns him to ev^rr^ 
laffiog Horrour and Ang«|iihi as hiWelf; 
• ^ut if it werenot fo,thatthcr^is fuch a Pqnifh- 
iai0ht threatned in l!heGofpel,is beyond difpute. 
-All' Che Evahgeli{U,ail the Apoi^es of our Loj^, 
andlrhttt is more, our Lord himfelf fpake of it, 
«i»d knowing the Terrors of the liord,they warn 
evetyMan. And his threati^ng^ to be lure, is 
not like the Cefemonid Law, which was but ^ 
ihadow of things toeome, and fo fell of it fe^, 
when the fnbi!ance«ppear'd. In this threatning 
there are no Types, and therefore we can look 
for no AboHtiQn;this is God*s peremptory ^et^r- 
liMnatio^, this way he~ is unalt^rabty^ rdqiv'd to 
■'■'■' ' prQ"* 



procieed ; «i4 moftpertaiohGod is hot a Man 
thait bie fhould lie, or the Sod of Man that he 
fhovAd repfcttt ; HKsWord is engaged, and the 
Honoar of his Veracity conceraed, to fee tHs 
tfareatning executed ; mould God dil|>enfe with 
It, it wowd follow, that Qod either did not 
^ow wh&t he did whentettade tfaisSandioh* 
OF that he repents of it as unjuft, or that he 
did not forefee the Inconveniences which were 
like to enfueupontheexecurioaof this tfareat-r 
ning ; all whiimConfe^uences are moniitoul]^ 
abfurd and unreafonable. 

The Terms and Conditions upon which eter- 
fial Salvation is oliered, are fo reafonable, and 
fo juft, and, I may fay, fp eafie, that the w'iif 
Mnegteft <of them deferves no lefs, dian lofs 
of the great Salvation God oiTers ; eafie thej 
are, noil certainly, compared with thelabon- 
ous Service of the Devil v eafie to him that is 
experimentally acquainted with the Love of 
God, and hath tatted the Tweetnefs pf Com- 
munion with iGod ; eafie to him that ArOngh 
long praftice hath made them natural to him- 
felf, made them pan of iiis temper, and ilvet- 
ted them into 'his very fnclinaftions : Were the 
'Conditionsii^od requires, in order to eveilaft- 
4ng Btifs^ attended with imconauefable diffi- 
eiudes ; did God require a thoufand Rivers of 
CMl,or the Sacrifice of our Firil-bom, or drag* 
ging the Cattl^ upon a thoufand Hills to fits 
Ahar ; didlie require us to wade thro'ilinking 
pitches JFull of Leeches and venomous Crea- 
* tures, as the £nemy of Mankind is laid to ad- 
Vile fome of the Indies ; did ^e enJQlD tis to 

fuffer 
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iiiflfer our felves to be crufhed to Death under 
Chariot Wheels, as fome of the Heathens of In- 
. dofiaH do, out of refped to their Idol Jsgan- 
nsfh; indeed then, to negled this promifed 
! Felicity would admit of fomeexcofe, the diffi- 
culty of the £nterprize would qualifie the 
Crime, and the Omiffion be capable of fome 
' iliriit Apology. 

jBut when God requires no more than a pra- 
Aical Belief and Submiilion to thofe Rules, his 
. Son came down from Heaven to teach us, the 
obfervance whereof advances our Temporal 
Intereil, as well as our Spiritual ; keeps us in 
health, and in good temper ; makes us live qui- 
etly, and contentedly, even in this prefent 
World, where the Duty is Profit, md obedi- 
ence brings its prefent reward with it, there to 
flight an incorruptible Crown oC Glory, com- 
mon R^on will tell us that we juflly lofe it. 
He that will not accept of the greatefi Treafure 
^imagina^le, if he may have it but for asking, 
we oui; felves confefs it's pit^ he ihould ever en- 
joy it ; and then when nothing but goodMaa- 
ners are required, no Death bi^t that of our 
. lEztravagahcies ; no flaying of Beails^ except it 
be our Lufis ; no Q6ferii^but the Calves of our 
X<ip$ ; no Sacrifice but that of Prayer and 
Tbankfgiving,and Self^refignation is all the troi|» 
ble God deiires us to be at in order to endlefs Fe? 
licity : The Condition being fo facile, fo pqmr 
table, we cannot, if we our felves w^re to be 
the Judges, but acknowledge that wed^ferve 
never to poiTefs it, if- we defpife or ne^e^ fo 
rp^foiuble ^ Condition^ 

The 
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The high quality of the Perfoit ofiendedi cet- 
tainly m&ts a Fault the greater ; he that kills ' 
a King commits a ^eater Crime than he that 
kills a Peafant ; and if the Dignity of the Perfon 
injured aggravates the bin, it may juftly aggra-^ 
vate the Guilt and Punifliment too. And there-* 
fore he that hath affronted his Prince and Sove- 
reigndeferves to live in Gaol longer than he that 
hath wronged his Equal or Inferior; and confe- 
quently he that ofiends, and wilfully without 
need, and maliciouily ,and for many Years, and in 
defpight of all the Courtfliip of God's Minifters 
toleave off, of&nds an Infinite, Eternal, Incom- 
prehcnfibleGod: Whyfliouldnot theOflfence 
amount to a demerit of Infinite and Eternal Pu- 
nifhment s ? Certain it is, that the obfliniate Sinner 
flights an Eternal Redemption ; and had he lived 
for ever, he would, without all peradventure, 
have finned for ever ; and fince the Man that 
would have committed Treafon is defervedly 
executed for Treafon, why fhould not he fu^• 
fer Eternally, Who, if be had lived here to all E« 
tefnity, would have affrqnted God,^ and abufed 
him to all Eternity ? The more I refleA on the 
nature of Sin, the more dreadful it appears to 
me. Behold with a carelefs Eye it appears to be 
only an Infirmity of Nature, a flight Wound of 
the Soul, a fmall crack in that tranfparent Glafs : 
But taking a view of its Boldnefs, Sawcinefsand 
Infolence, I find how ic threatens Heaven : If I 
think of God's Wifidom, I fee how Sin controuls 
that, as if God had made very fooliih Laws to 

fovern Mankind by: If I ruminate cm God's 
Wer^ I fee how Sin mocks that as if all his 

Threat 
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Threatniogs were but ti^gbearss and God did 
ihreaten more than he could petform : If I caft 
my Eye upon @od's truth and veracity, I fee how 
Sin woula make him a Liar^ changeable, unfaith- 
fuUinconftant to himfelf : If I take a view of his 
Juftice, I fee how Sin would daih and abolifh it i 
for in that it makes thq Siijner hope for impunityi 
when he hath affronted his Maker as much as he 
can, what doth it but enervate God'$ Righteonf- 
nefs, ihake o£r God's Government, and prompt 
theSinner torefift,and fight with him whofeEyes 
are like flames of Fire,and whofeFeet are asBrafs 
glowing in a Furnace ; and that fuch a continual 
contempt of the Almighty fhould julllyandde- 
fervedly pull down perpetual torments, is a thing 
not at all contrary to reafon : Nay, for ought I fee» 
the Siimer makes nothing of eternal Damnation 
V^hile he lives here ; the lofs of 5-0 or loa/. fhall 
fright him more than everlafling Banifhm^nt 
from the cracious Prefence of Almighty God, 
whereby be tacitly confefTes, that the runifli- 
ment is very flight and inconfiderable ; and what 
wrong doth God do him, in infliding a Punifh- 
ment upon him, which, by his own acknowledge 
ment, is fo trivia], and fo flight, that he'll fooner 
endure it than the lofs of a Friend or Relation ; 
nay, many times wifhes for it in his common Dif- 
courfe^ as if it werefomepleafure to fee eternal 
Flames about his Ears ; and thp* this may be called 
Inadvertency, yet it is fuch an Inadvertency as 
will make the Sinner bluih o^^ day, and clear 
the Almighty, who infliAs no more upon him 
than a Flea-bite, for it feems he makes no more 
of it^ either in hi$ Thought or Expreifions. 

How 
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How fooo wcM^ CaofideratioaoffuGhAr- 
gameots as thefe Uideceive the worldly Wretcbt 
(hat talks he knows not what, when he Bods 
fault with God's dooming carelefs, wilfal]| ob- 
fiioate Sinners to unquenchable Fire ? fiuc it's 
want of Cot^deration makes his Difcourfe fo 
loofe and wanton. It's this makes him em- 
brace every little Conjedure about the fhort- 
nefs of Hell Torments, before the folid Ar- 
guments, that evince an Eternity of God's 
JJifpIeafure againft ilubborn ^ners : It's this 
makes him prefer a May- be before a real 
known Truth ; and the Man that makes fport 
with Eternal Mifery ihall be more acceptable 
Company to him than the graveft and moft 
judicious Divine, whofe Realons he caBootan- 
iwer. 

Alas I Did the Drunkard, when he comes 
to himfelf again, fmite upon his Thigh, aod 
fay, What have I done? How odious is this 
Vice I indulge my felf in i How like a Beaft 
do I live ? How unworthy of that Reafon 
which the wife Creator bath beflowed upon 
lite? How unworthy of tbofe Mercies I daily 
enjoy ? How would many of the fober Hea- 
thens have fcomed a Temptation to fuch a 
Sin? What a Arange Creature would fuch a 
Man as ZeHo, the Heathen Philofopher, have 
taken me to be, had he feen me fo difordered, 
who reproved Antigmus fo iharply for this 
excefs ? What follies and extravagancies doth, 
it involve me in ? How do I proilitute and 
expofe my felf to the contempt and fcorn of 

Men that know me ? How can I hear the A- 

poftle 
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poftie proteft» that no Drtinktrd fiiiH enter in- 
to the Kingdom of God, and go on ! Will not 
God take an account one day* and examine 
taoD^ I have fpent my time ; and can I fpend it 
worfe than by exceeding irrational Creattires 
in fenfuality ? What Brute but a Swine would 
diforder it felf, as I do in my Bod j[? What can 
I plead in excufe Of fo foul a Crime ? Shall I 
plead Natural Inclination, when nothing is a 
inreater Diigrace to my Nature than this Sin ? 
shaU I fay, I am tempted to it, when my 
yielding to the Temptation argues the greater 
weakpiefs and pufillanimity ? Shall I pretend 
Cuftom, when I cannot look upon the pidore 
of a drunken Man without deteftation? And 
can laflthat Folly which I cannot but abhor in 
Portraidure ? How ridiculous does even my 
drunken Companion feem to me, if either 
ficknefs, or fome other accident, hath for a 
certain time kept me fober ? To fee a Creature 
endowed with a Soul, which Devils envy, 
transformed into a flrange Speflacle, a Mad- 
man, rather than a Chriftian ; his Face t^de, 
his Eyes fwelled, his Body reeling, his Mouth 
railing, flandring and abufing both God and 
his neighbour ; his Refolutions defperate, his 
btentions evil, his fenfual Ap]^tite fawlefs and 
ungovemaUe, his Defires lafci vious and unclean, 
his Actions diforderly, ^c. To fee fo dif- 
mal a iight, makes me admire^ when my Rea- 
ion is ctear, how it's poifible for Men to be fo 
wicked and foolifh, and yet do I wilfally fall 
into that, the odioufnefs whereof moves my An- 
ger, and my Wonder? How fat greater is the 

Glory 
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\ Glory of the Rechabites than of the Sodomites ? 
I And had not I better be commended with the ab- 
I ftemious T>emoJihenes^T>iocles^ Tolemon^ and t he 
i Carthaginians of old, than reproached with the 
loofe and intemperate Anacreon^ MelanBhon^ 
Heraclides^Tiberius^ and fuch Monfters of Man- 
kind, who valued themfelves upon their excef- 
iive Draughts, and rejoiced in Drink more, than 
in the mod virtuous Qualifications ? Is this re-* 
! nouncing the Devil and all his W orks, as I vowed 
to do in Baptifm ? Is this adorning the Gofpel of 
ffly Saviour, as my Profeffion requires ? If I fear 
not Hell-Fire, Why do not I fear impoveriihing 
of my felf and Family ? How do I difpofe my felf 
for all manner of Sin, by this Enormity? What 
Crime is there that I am not fit for, when my 
Reafon is overwhelmed with Drink ? How do I 
imbezxel the Gifts of God, when I abufe his 
Creatures thus ? How do I pervert the end of 
God's Bounty, when I make that to ruin and de- 
ftroy my Nature, which was intended to pre- 
ferve it r What difficulty is there in leaving fo 
grofsa Vice, which threatens fo much Mifchief 
and Mifery ? Need People be exhorted to pro- 
vide for their own fafety ? Need they Advice or 
Council to do good to themfelves ? Is it fuch a 
Pleafure to make a Pond of my Body ? Is it fuch 
a Pleafure, to be laughed at by all Men that main- 
tain Sobriety ? What hurt hath God ever done 
me, that I ihpuldthus wilfully affront him? How 
foon might I vanquifh this Sin,if I would in good 
earnefl refol ve to be allured by my old Compa- 
nions no more ? And why ihould they be dearer 
to me, than pny God, my Soul, and a good Con- 
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Science? Will thefe Companions fave me^when 
1 come to die ? Will it not be far more com- 
fortable to have none of this Load to burthen 
and opprefs my Sod ? What if God ihould 
Itrike me dead in a drunken fit ? Doth not ^z- 
ves his callinff for a drop of Wat* to cool 
his burning Tongue affright me? Hovi^ do 
I prepare for Difeafes by this Vice ? And if 
there were no Hell, no Judgtdent to coriie, 
how fhoold the Difafters, which atceiid this 
Sin, difcourage me ? What if I fhould drop 
down in fuch a Poiliire, aiid awak6 in Hell ? 
Lord ! if neither the Plagues which wait lipon 
the Offence in this World, nor the Terror 6f 
that which is to come, can diiTuad^ ihe; how 
juftly may God pour out all the Vials of his 
Wriath upon me : How juftly iftay he plunge 
ine into the Red Sea 6f his IndigihatitH], dfid 
leave tne to the Rage and Malice of the I>€?ViI, 
whpfe Voice and Suggeftions I do now obey ? 
Did the Sot but blow thofe Sparks of Reafi)n 
he hath left into fuch Confidi^rations as thefe, 
how horrid^ how naufeous, would the Sin ap- 
pear ? But want of Confidei'ation makes htm 
transform the Image of God, into the Imai 
6f a Beail, and makes him drink away tl 
Poor's kelief, and his own Eftate: This mdk6s 
him a Thief, for he robs- the Podr, and Ibime- 
times his oWn Family, of that Stifteoance and 
Siippdrt he owes them, as he is a iVian, and 
pretends to be a Chriitiah : This is it taMkes 
nitn laugh, when he Ihould wifli for Riirers I 
of Tears, and for a Fountain bf Witer, to 
deplofe the Sadnefs of his CoDditida here, 
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and the more dreadful State of his Soul here* 

after. 

Did the Swearer but ferioufly conilder^what a 
looliih,weak,fordidt and impertinent thing it is, 
to mingle Profanations of God's Name with his 
Speeches, he would foon take pains to avoid it, 
and fet a muld upon himfelf f or running upon the 
fame Rock again. Would he but think. Good 
God ! how irrationally do I aft ! If I believe there 
is a God, what can I fancy that God to be ? Surel 
muft fancy him to be fuch a Deity as the Hea- 
thens wor(hipped,one deaf,and dumb,and blind ; 
a Deity of Brafs,or Stone, that lean fecurely play 
withal ; a Deity that's not at all jealous of his Ho- 
nour and Glory, and can fit down under every 
Afli^ont that's put upon him ; fhould the meaneit 
of my Servants make ufe of my name in every 
trifling difcourfe, in every foolifh ftory, and 
Whenever he is pettifli ^ or peevifli, I (hould take it 
very illat his Hattds ; and why ihould I think God 
Will endure that from me» which I would not al- 
low in my Foot-boy, or Falet de Chambre? I 
mud: codfefs ther€ is no bait, no temptation to 
this Siti: He that robs upon the Highway, Is 
tempted by aft apparent Profit : The Pirate hath 
a rich Pri5te in his- fc^ye^ the Shij) that comes laden 
with Spices from the E/ift^ with Silks from the 
LevamPy with pr^cipue Drugs from the tndiesj 
wh^ts kis. Appetite ; that the Covetous hugs his 
Gold, and ^ays Aderation to his Money, as to 
bisSMfif, That he behoidi^ thi Suf^ when itjhinei^ 
Md'tke M*on Waiking in btightnefs^ nomarvel^ 
fdir iie fees it hath a kind or Almighty Power, 
CMI iBakd I'oes Frie&ds, utUock Gates, break 
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the (Irongeil Bars, give him admifHon into com* 
pany of the higheil Quality, ®r. The Diflembler 
nopes he may fave his Credit, and Reputation, 
and Fortune, by not fpeaking what he thinks \ 
but in Swearing, I can have no profped of ad« 
vantage, and 1 muft only ad the Devil> love fin 
for fin's fake; Fornication and Adultery do yec 
pretend fome Pleafure, but this I cannot do in 
Iwearing ; the greateft Mailers of Pleafure ne- 
ver reckoned this bin as an ingredient of Carr 
nal fatisfadion ; and tho* there is no real necef- 
fiiy for any Sin, yet for this I can pretend no ne- 
ceflity at all ; Let them be ajhameayhith the Pro- 
phet, which tranfgrefs without caufe^ Pfal. ry. 
3. Not that any Man, who fins^hath a juilcaufe 
for finning, but fome fins, even in the Devil's 
Judgment,Men have no apparent caufe for them, 
for they fin without temptation, and fuch a fin 
is fwearing : Were a Knife fet to my Throat, 
were my Life in danger, were I to die prefently 
upon the fpot, if I did not fwear, I might have 
fome colour of Argument for it ; but when 
there is nothing compels me to it, but my own 
wilfulnefs,! delerve no pity, no compafiion, tf 
God lalhes me with the fevereft Thunders. 
There is no fin that's more in my Power to a- 
void, than this ; the mofi barbarous Heathen can 
ihun it, and (hall I pretend impofiiibility ? I fee it 
engages me to very great uncivility, I cannot 
but offend all fober company by it, they muft 
needs be uneafie in my Society, and to hear God 
abus'd, and how ill I do wifh to my own Soul, 
cannot but grate upon a Heart, that hath any 
fenfe of Rehgion pr Honeity ; nor do i fee,that 

people 
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people believe me any whit the more fdr fvirear- 
ingi bur I render my felf ridiculous^ and make 
People think me difhoneil^ perfidious, and 
treacherous, who make fo httle confcience of 
what I fay : How can any Man trufl me, that 
hears me abufe the bell and deareit Friend I have? 
Or, what credit can any Man give to me, that 
fees me fo treacheoous to God, to whom I owe 
ail I have? How ihall any Man be fure, that I am 
honeft, that fees me deal fodifmgenuoufly with 
him, who gives me my Meat in due feafon ? How 
can any Man believe, that I will be faithful to him, 
that cannot be faithful to him who hath laid the 
greatell obligations upon me ? Have I no other 
way to prove nay felf a Gentleman,but by this for- 
did courfe? Is this it, that will bring reputation to 
my Family i Is this it, that muil give me credit a- 
mong Perfons of my own Rank? Cannot I be a Ca- 
valier, except I am uncivil to my God ? Muil I 
buy the favour of Men at fo dear a rate?Is it worth 
nolefs than the difpleafureof him, whofills Hea- 
ven and Earth with his Prefence ? Can there be 
greater ingratitude in the World, than I am guil- 
ty of by this fin? The Air I breath in, the Earth I 
tread upon, the Ground which nourifhesme, the 
Fire that warms me, are all the Gift of God ; and 
is this the return I make, to take his Name in vain, 
that fupports and maintains me ? Do I make no- 
thing of God's threatnings ? How often doth he 
manifeft his Difpleafure againil this Sin in his 
Vjf ord I And can I think, I am not concerned in 
the Commination ? What hope can I have that 
Chrill's Blood will fave me, when I fwear it a? 
way.and tbruftit from me withbothArms? How 
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juftly may God damn mc, that do fo often wifli 
for it ! and is there any thing in nature fo barba- 
rous to it felfy as I am in praying to God) as it 
were, to deliver me up into the dutches of the 
Devil? No Devil would wi(h himfelf fo ill, as I 
do my own Soul ; and is there nothing in the in* 
humanity and horror of the bin, to difcourage 
and terrifie me from it? Nay, I do hereby teach 
others to Sin, inttruft thofe that heir me, to 
follow my Example ; I do fo fin, »nd fpread the 
Contagion, infeft my Neighbcmr, give an ill 
Example to others ; and is this agreeable to the 
Charafter of a Chriftian, thut is to W^alk in Wif* 
dom toward them that are without, asid to 
give no occafion to the Adverfary to fpeak re- 
proachfully ? 

Did the Swearer but ruminate of thefe diflua-r 
five Arguments, how would ir cool b^s courage \ 
But neglecting that, he negleCis hisreftorative^ 
and fpeaks, as if he would be revenged on bis 
Maker for giving him a Tongue, 

How foon would the Bladder of Pride breakt 
did the proud Man but confider that he is Duit,^ 
and what a wretched finful Creature he is, ami 
how much worfe than other Men, and how much 
he forgets the Humiliation of the Son of God, 
who, being in the Form of God, thought it ao 
robbery to be equal with God, but made him- 
felf of no reputation, becoming obedient to the 
Death of the Crofs ; how odious this lofty Spirit 
is in the fight of God ; how amiable Hutniiity ; 
howGod detefls the one,and embr^cesthe other^ 
how Pride keeps out the Operations add Influen- 
fees of God's Spirit, and how the Holy Ghoft 

re- 
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rdn^s tQ com^ 9^ lodge ia that Soul, which 
jTwells with vain conceits of its own worth ; hov^ 
Pride ke^m himt a itranger tohimfelf ; how it 
makes his£>)eig|^bourhat^him, r^ifes him Ene- 
jnies, and makeej him an objed of Contempt 
and Scorn ; how all th^ Gifts, and BlefGngs, and 
Privileges be enjoys, arp bat the effects of 
God's Chaf i|y ; how the fb^tel'y Fabrick, which 
his Soul dotii aniqiate, ipuft mortly retvirn to 
the Earth from which it was taken ; what con- 
defcenficMi God nfes tojwards him ; how God, 
who commands Heaven and Earth, becomes 
Uk humble Alitor tp his Creatures, and inllea^ 
of confumini^ CQUrts tt^in to yield to his R.^- 
quefts and Injon^ons ; how npble apd gene* 
rous it is to imitate hiiq, who is Eternally hap- 
py ia hiafelf. O my God! ca^i 1 look upop 
the great Example pf thy Condefcenflon, an4 
fwell into comempF of pthers ! Can ! fee Hea-p 
ve^i)ow to Duft and A^^» a^d fupercilioufly 
fcorn him t^c ftands on eyepi ground with me ! 
What have I that I have not received ? Why 
^hen ijiouldl bpaft, as if I had not received it ? O 
God ! I fee thee content to be born in a Stable, 
(olye in a Manger, xo be cloathed with Rags, and 
to fubmit to the har deft ufa^e : Am I thy Servant, 
and do I refufe tp tranfcribe thy iiOwlinefs in 
my Mind ai^d Behaviour? Hell is the Kingdom 
of Pride, and ihall I become a Subjed of that 
Empire? Shall I make X'«^(^r my Teacher? Or 
4iali thofe Spirits who watch my Riun, be my 
Tutors? Can 1 fee my God a{^roach my Soul 
in an humble pofiure, and jlook Mgh ? Can I 
!(ee the b^ 0/ Beings lay by his Grandeur, to 
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converfe withCreataresiofinirely below hioi,and 
be loth to make my Fellow Cbriltiansy that are of 
alower rank, my Companions? Alas! what is it 
that I boaft of? W hat is it that pofis up my Mind ? 
Shall a Cloud, a Vapour, a drop of the Bucket, a 
Grafliopper, a W orm,gro w into lofty conceits of 
his own Dignity; a wretched %nner, who bath 
defer ved to be eternally miferable,and muft own 
it as a fingular character of God's Compaffion, 
that he hath not longago affigned me my Portion 
in the Region of Torments? Can a few rich 
Cloaths make me a better Man than my Neigh* 
bour ? Let Providence (trip us both naked; and 
will it not appear that we have the fame ¥\tfk 
and Blood about us ? Becaufe 1 have more Bags 
of Money in my Coffer than another; am I there- 
fore a wifer Man c han he ? W hat pitiful, childifli 
conceits are thefe ? I do but beg my daily Bread 
of God, and fhall a Beggar exalt and forget him- 
felf? And when I carry about meaBodyfubjeft 
to a thottfand Difeafes and Difafters without 
number, a Fabrick, which the leaft Diforder can 
break and fliatter ; ihall fo weak, fo poor, fo in- 
confiderable a thing,the Mocking-llock of every 
Wind and Weather, diftend its Plumes, andfaU 
in love with its own Beauty? 

Were this but feriouily coafidered, and bow 
in the Grave all diflinaions die ; how unfit 
that Perfon is to be a Chriitian, that is aftrah* 
ger to Meeknefs and Humility ; how thofe 
that have domineered in this World,and tramp- 
led upon Men, and have thought it their Intereft 
and Glory to defpife their Equals and Inferiors, 
are now roaring in the burning Lake; ho^ they 
*'"^ ■ thai 
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that txrere Servants heretofore, do now reign 
like Kings in Heaven, and thofe that domineer'd 
over others heretofore, do wiih now, that they 
were in their Servants condition, and how they 
wouM now be contented to be the pooreftt 
meanefi, and mod contemptible Creatures in 
the World, provided that they Height bat 
be freed from that never-dying Worm that 
gnaws their Souls ; and how fhortly this Pride 
and Haughtinefs, if not ferioufly and timely re- 
pented of, will end in weeping, and gnaihingof 
Teeth : 

Were but thefe things rightly and ferioufly 
pondered,! t would caufe a very firange alteration 
in the lofty cenforious Man's deiign and refolur 
tions ; but while thefe Obfervables are pa (Ted by 
as things out of his Element, no marvel if he 
Idolizes himfelf, and like a Hedge-bog, wraps 
himfelf up in his own foft Down, and turns his 
Prickles to all the World befides. 

Let the Soul that's carelefs of God'sService, 
and lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, but t 
it, andrefled; Lord! and is this a Service 
for him, that is of purer Eyes than to behold 
Iniquity ! Is this flovenly Devotion a fit Prefent 
for him, who fearches the Hearts and the Reins I 
Should my Servants ferve me, as I do God, how 
ill fliould I refent it 1 And dare I offer the Blind 
and the Lame to God, which I would fcorn to 
accept of from my Slaves and VafTals ! I would 
have my Prayers heard, and anfwered, but how 
can I hope they'll pafs for acceptable Sacrifices 
in Heaven, when they want the Fire of the San- 
^uary to give chem l*lame 1 Will God Qiind a 
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SappIieatioR, in which I do aot mind bis Great- 
Bels, Majefty, aad Hdinefs? Of, can i think, 
God is fo fond of anfwering my Requeft, tkat he 
natters not with what frame of Heart I ap- 
proach his Throne? When the Primitive Chri- 
iltansi that certainly knew beft what was to be 
done in order to ^alvaticm, as having converfed 
with the Difciples and Apoities of our L.ord, 
when they confecrated that time, when their 
^iritswere mod lively to pious Exercifes,^ and 
looked upon that Religion as dead, that had not 
Fervency for its Ingredient ; Shall I hope to 
come olTat a cheaper rate? Is the King Immor- 
caL Invifible, BiefTed for evermore to be pop 
oft with the chips and ihavings of Devotion^ 
Should not I give him the cream and marrow 
of my Endeavour, that hath greater Power 
over me than my Mafter, mv Father, er my 
Prince ? So great a God, and fo OMsan a Sa- 
crifice ? So infinite a Majefty, and fo pitiful 
6 Prefent i Can I reflet with what 2eal and 
fervour he is adored in the Manfions above, 
and C9n I put him off with l4:e and Froft be- 
low? He makes his An^ls Spirits, and his 
Miniflers flames of Fire ; Flames indeedt dieir 
Love, their Delight, theif Obedience, horns 
bright and fieadjr for ever; and fliaH I not 
learn of thofe Mihifters above, to worflup him 
on Earth? Can I have better Totors? Who 
fo fit to be my Schoolmafters^ as they ^|t wait 
upon the Almigl^ty day and ni^ht ? How deli* 
berate, how circumfpe^^ am I i^ my Addrefles 
to my King, and is not God a greater Prince thaii 
he ^ What is^ my carelefs Dewtioo:^ bst mocking 
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of God ; and my drowfy Prayer^ whtt is it^bur 
plaryin^ with him at whofe prefencetheMouiH 
tains tremble ? Am not I afraid of Vengeance » 
or c»i I think, God will fufier a Wretch that 
lives i^>oa his Mercy, and makes no better re^ 
turn, go unpimiihea ? How juftly may he deay 
me his Gr^e and Afiiilance, who do not feek 
it more earneftiy f How juilly may he fay, ®^ 
/art fr&m me^ I know tbte not^ who am fo in- 
different whether I enjoy the light of his cottn«» 
tetiance, or no ? How ju^y nuiy he refufe to 
be found by him, who feeks htm as if his Fa- 
vour deferved no pains or trouble? Strive, as it; 
were for your Li¥Cs,to enter in at the ftraitGat^ 
iaich the great Redeemer of Man; and is this 
taking the Kingdom of Heaven by force» when I 
look upon it as a thing that may be had at any 
time, upon zLcrd boft/e mercy Mpon me? h this 
wrefiling and ilriving, when 1 luflPer any outward 
worldly concern, tho' never fo flight and tri^ 
vial, to take me off from minding the great 
Concern of my Soul ? Is this giving ail diligence 
to n^ke my Cailiiig and £l€^ion fure, when I 
am infinitely more concerned how to fecure a 
fmall Sum of Money, than I am to fecure thofe 
Treafores which fade not aU^ay? My God i$, 
not weary of doing good to my Soul and 
Body, and fhall I be ^^nry of Obedience ^ 
My Saviour was not weary <^ fuffering for me« 
and fliiU I be a weary of adoring him? The 
tibly Aogds are not weary of attending me, 
and ihall I be weary of Love and Self-denial? 
Will God give a Reward to Men that iland 
yaiwaingan^ ftrt^tchin^ themfelvi^s in his Vine- 
yard, 
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yard, unrefolved whether they (hall work or no ? 
A Reward indeed they ihall have, but fucha 
Reward as Hypocrites receive, a Reward from 
which Good Lord deliver us. And am I fo llu^ 
pified that nothing of all this can move me, 
neither the Glory of God, nor the Intereft of 
my Soul, nor all that can be faid againfi my 
want of Zeal and fervency of Spirit ? 

Ah 1 i am to run for my Life, and fhall I inake 
fiops by the way, or look about, or think that by 
flow fteps I am like to fave my felf from the 
wrath to come ? Death hallens, the Devils ha- 
lien to make a Prey of me, and ihali not I 
make hafte to efcape their Talons I 

V/ert thefe Reafons laid home by ferious Con-f 
iideration, they would rouze the Soul from her 
Slumber, and make her fee how dangerous her 
Reft is, and how dear that Slejcp will coft her 
ihe is for the prefent luU'd in, if it be not fud- 
denly difpelled and fcattered ; but want of 
Confideration makes the carelefs Sinner fancy 
God a Being without Gall, one that hath no 
fenfe of Honour, and that is pleafed with his 
indifferency in Religion, as well as himfelf : 
This is it makes him entertain very grois, ab- 
f urd and unreafotiable Conceits concerning that 
All- wife, moft Excellent, and moft loving Being, 
defpife a Treafure of infinite Value, trample 
on the Pearl of Price, and forget what the 
hope of God's Calling is, and what the Rich- 
^s of the Glory of his Inheritance is in the 
Saints. 

He that miftrufts God's Providence limits the 
My Qne ofljfraeit y^t have 1 kQOwn J^ph a Sin 
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blown away ,and,tumed into heroickConfidence 
in God, by fuch feriotis Ratiocinations as thefe ; 
And am I indeed afraid of Want, and being de* 
flitute of Neceflkries and Conveniences which 
other Men enjoy ! Am I God's Creature, and 
can I think God will take no care of his Crea* 
ture ! He that fed the young Ravens, will he de- 
ny me my daily bread ! He that gives all Crea- 
tures their Meat in due feafon, will he forget 
me when he unlocks his univerfal Store-houfe ! 
He that opens his Hand, and fatisfies the de- 
fire of every living thing, will he ihut me out 
of the Number of the Living? He that cloath- 
ed the Lilies of the Field, will not he much 
more death me I Is God concerned for the 
meaneft of his Creatures, and will not he be con* 
cerned for the nobleft Work of the Creation ? 
Do 1 fee, how the Birds of the Air do all depend 
upon hiiQf and the Sparrow that bath dined, 
and knows not where to get his Supper, yet 
chiMrfuUy waits upon God's Providence ; and 
ihall not I ? He that provides for Beads and Fowls 
of the Air, and Fiih in the Sed,will he ihake ofFhis 
Care and Thoughts of me ? How impoifible is all 
this, if I believe God to be the great Preferver 
of Men? Nay, he that hath provided for me 
hitherto, why ihould I millruit he will not pro- 
vide for me for the future I Is his hand ihortned, 
or bis ftrengiih abated? Is not he the fame God 
now he was fome years ago? Is his Plenty de- 
cayed, or is God at alofs how to fupply me for 
the time to come? My unbelief, indeed, may 
make him hold his hand, and hinder him from 
doing apy ougbty worj^fitf^^ what can! 

/^S'^'^-^->^. ^ fear. 
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fear, tf 10 the ufe of lawful means i throw my 
felf upon bim? May be I get not what I would 
b«ve ; but if I ^et What be thiiriss fit for me, is 
it not much better ^ How often have I been 
in fhraits and exigencies, and God hath fouDd 
out fbme way or other to deliver me, and fiiall 
^ by my unbelief, binder him from doing fuch 
another mighty work for me ? If I truil him, I 
honour him, and (hew forth his Glory ; and to 
3\ichGod cannot but ibew his Salvation. I do 
4aot want for the prefent, why fhould I believe 
I ihall want hereafter, when I know not whe- 
ther I fhall live a day to an end ? How careful 
is God of mine eafe, when he would not have 
me trouble mine head with anxious Car^s ? 
What do I get by my immoderate carkings but 
torment of Mind ? Is it not much fweeter to 
reft upon God's Goodnefs, and enjoy Content? 
Jtfm never the nearer a fupply, when Ihaveaf- 
flitfled and vexed my mind, and why fhould J 
put my Spirits into an Agony for nothing? Is 
this miftruftful Caring and Carkiog aChara^r 
of Heathens, and ihall I apodadze from Chrifti- 
anity, and turn Infidel? Is this the temper df 
Men that know not the true God, and fhall 1 
difgrace my Religion,and imitate their Unbelief? 
H^ not I better rely upon G^d's Word, w4io 
hath faid, / will not k^ve thei^ mr fbwfkke 
theif^ than make mylife a Hell upon Earth ? With 
4ll my folicitout Thoughts I Cannot ^d one 
Cubit to my Statnre^ and fhall \ fpend* fo mnoh 
Labour and Indulbry in vain I W hat miritthe ^^ 
fits above think to weme torment my felf abottt 
thAt Ic^u&not help, and to fee me roll Si/^mi 

his 
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his Stofie, which when { have brought Co fdcb 
a pitch) rolls down agaio,aiid renews my Pains^ 
with my Grief and Sorrow 1 How mutt thofe 
incorporeal Beings above pity fuch fmitlefs La- 
bours I Of how many Men have I read,and heard, 
that have tmfted God in defpight of all Impro« 
babititie^ and God hath fuccoured and affitted 
than beyond es|)edation : EliJaA, i Kings 17. 
9. goes to Sare/tMy mdets with a W idoW- woman 
[atheting Sticks, in order to kindle a Fire^nd to 
[refs the laft handful of Meal that was in the 
Baprel, and the few drops of Oil that remained 
in the Bottle, all that the wretch had left td 
fupport the Life of her felf and Son, for it was 
a tinle of Famine, stnd it was in a manner a Fuo 
neral Dinner too, for fhe intended to make chife 
her latt Meal, add fo to aspire and give up the 
Gh6ft. Here was little to fpare, one would 
think, for a Traveller, efpdclaliy if diat had 
been her Maxim, which is fo uiual with usjthat 
Charity heginslat homei flie knew not the Pro- 
phet, whether he \^ould do Miracles, or no. 
Ih this grtfat exigency, and (Irait, the Man of 
God bid hdr drels the Flower and Oilflie bad 
left, for hiih, and afterwards take oare for her 
felf and Son. A ftrdnge rReqUeft ! It's true, h& 
tellsher that the* God of Ifi-del had faid^ Thftt 
the Barrel of Meal ihall not watte ; But ttefe 
were Words, and wlMt are they to a buiE^ry 
-Stbinadh, and croaking Bowels, tb give thic 
little All away to a manger, anditi^ve fasr 
<felf dnd Soft, ilpon cold Proptefie ? 

Yet, behold her Faith fht>0iirti <i^ all' the 
' FlDod-gases> of Itapoffibiliiy ; Vte btflievefe, aird 

trufts- 
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trails asainft Senfe, even to a Contradiflioii^ 
goes and gives that little ihe hath left to a Aran- 
ger^ and) by that Faith, forces, as it were, Hea- 
ven into a Miracle ; for fhe had no fooner dreA 
fed the remainder for the Prophet, but the Bar- 
rel is filled again by Angels, andfo it continued 
till the Lord fent Rain upon the Earth. Why 
ihould not I do as they have done, and put it 
to the Trial ? Sure I am, I can lofe nothing by 
ir. I will therefore be indufirious in my lawful 
Calling, and leave the Succefs to God ; I will 
nfe thofe honefl means to live which the Scrip- 
ture warrants, and commit my felf to him, 
iwhofe Eyes are over all his W orks. If he pleafe 
to blefs me, Fll praife him ; if not, I'll admire 
bis Soveraignty and Greatnefs, who is not 
bound to give me any thing: And left my Sins 
ihould feparate between his Kindnefs and my 
Neceilities, and turn away his Face from me, 
becaufe I anfwer not the end he made me for, 
as all other Creatures do, that ihare in hisPro- 
tedion, and Providential Care, I will watch 
againft thofe Corruptions which do fo eaiily 
befet me, and ftrive to glorifie God in my 
Soul and Body ; and then, the kindeft Dif- 
penfations of his Providence will be mine, 
and all things will work together for my 
good. 

Such Thoughts would drive out the Evil 
Spirit of Miftruftfulnefs. But while the Ene-^ 
.my meets with no Oppofition, no wonder if 
he fecurely revels in the Soul, makes Nkn a 
Burthen to bimfelf, prompts him fometime e- 
ven to unlawful Gourfes, and doth not let him 

reft 
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i'efi^ till he defperately refolves with him in the 
Poetj 

FleSiere fi nequeo Ju^eros^ Acheronta moveho. 

If Heaven be deaf, and will no Vity Jhew^ 
Til try what Hell and the black Hoji will do. 

Had the Covetous but a Heart to think with 
himfelf. Vain, Foolifli Man, how loth am I to 
confefs my felf guilty of this Vice ! how do I de- 
ceive my felf with the fair Names of good Huf- 
bandry and Frugality ! But will thefe Delufions 
Hand the Fire ? Will thefe Paper Walls be proof 
againfteverlafting Burnings? If there be fucha 
Sin as Covetoufnefs, and that Sin fo odious to 
God and his Holy Angels, as Chrift and his A^ 
poftles make it, and fo great an Impediment to 
everlafting Happinefs as the Scripture repre- 
fents, it mull needs be worth knowmg, whether 
I am infeded with this plague, efpecially fmce 
my Behaviour and Adlions look as if I were. 
Why fhould the Apoftle call this Sin Idolatry, 
but becaufe it makes Men fet their Afledions 
on this World, more than upon that which is 
to come ; and more on their Riches, Eftates, 
or Incomes, than upon God, and everlafling 
Glory, whereby God is robbed of his Honour, 
and that high tlleem and Love, which is God's 
due as he is God, is given to the Creature, which 
in God's fight is lighter than Nothing and Vani- 
ty ? And is not this my Cafe ? How is my Soul 
fixed upon this World ? How clofe doth my 
Heart (tick to the Profits and Advantages ic^ 

X affords? 
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affords ? How is my Soul bound up wi(h mf. 
Corn, and Wine, and Oil ? How do I fancy 
that all my Happinefs is gone, when thefe out* 
ward Comforts are gone ! Did ever ^ grieve m^ 
a quarter fo much as a Temporal Lofsr Did of- 
fending a Gracious God ever coftipe the Tenth 
Part of the Tears I Ihed, for beio^ depriv^ed of ,a 
little fhining Clay ? How hearty is my Joy under 
the Bleffings of God's left hai^? Hpwlittle aqi 
1 affeded with the Bleifings of hi^ right ? Hovi^ 
far greater fatisfadion doth my thriving: in the 
World give me, than my thriving jnGra^ and 
ini the Knowledge of the Lord jfffu^ Chrift ? 
How loth am I to honour God with my Sub- 
fiance ; How unwillingly, how gruidginglXt do I 

fart with any thing conuderable for charitable 
Ifes ? I find fault with this ^in apother, and 
iluU not I reprehend it in my felf ? I complain 
of my Neighbour of being hard-he^tfd* ^nd 
unkind to People in diftreis : And is that a Vir- 
tue in me, which is a Vice in another .? D'umjjm^ 
the Tyrant wondred at his Son, that with all 
the Gold and Silver he bad in his Houfe, he had 
made no Man his Friend ; And may not I juflW 
wpnder at my felf, who, as long a$ I have UveciU 
have not made my felf Friend of the Mammon 
of unrighteoufnefsy that at my Death I may be 
received iiito everlafling Habitations ? |)ow 
loth am I to part with any of this World's Goods 
for God's Service? How happy do I count my 
felf, when Religion doth coft me nothing? How 
loth am I to be at the leaft charges for Hetven^ 
How doth it grieve me, when I fpend anything 
opoA Religion i How dp I doiit upQnibdTe fab- 

lunary 
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» lunacy Vailities^ How for greater Pains do I 
? uketo be richt than to be- happy for ever!' 
\ Hoy^'can I difpenfe with a Sin for Profit's fake[ 
i How little of my- Defires and Bceathrn^ hath 
f God, and a bleeding Saviour! How dull am I 
under the moil lively Defcriptions of the Joys 
of Heaven ! H6w dull under the ftupendious 
off^s of Grace and Mercy! How dead under 
( the joyful meflage of Pardon ! How dull, when - 
! tem^pted by all the ravifhing Arguments of God> 
( Love, to love him above alt ! What means my 
unwilHngnefs to take God for* my greateft Por- 
tion? What means that Quicknefs, Sagacity, 
i and Wifdom,whcn my Riches, Plenty, or world- 
t ly Profperity is concerned, and that (Irange 
Dompivinefs, when God courts, and befeeches 
j my Soul to lay hold on Eternal Life? Are not 
I thefe ei^dent Signs, that the World draws and' 
( attraAs my Heart moll powerfoHy ? God fees, 
my Heart is not upright withf him ; he fees, I^ 
am afraid to take up with him alone ; he fees, 
how Covetoufftefs hath' poflefled my Soul ; and 
can I cherifh this Root of all Evil in myBreail, 
and not tremble at the danger my Soul' is in ? 
Am I by'the A^olHe's verdia an Idolater, and 
do I make light of fo great a Guilt? If no ido- 
later muft expeft a Crown of Glory, Alas ! 
what can I look for, but Eternal Darknefs?" 
Could AHftiPpMs throw his Gold into the Sfeft, 
and fay, It^ better' I ihbuld drown thee, than 
that thott ihbuld^l tindtD me ; And ihalb I be a- 
^ave to iny Weakh? W-hen Iread that it*s est- 
fler for'a Camel to enter thorow the Eyt of a^ 
NeedWi thairfdr arwh Man whb<et8*ts Heart; 

X X on 
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on his Riches, to enter into Heaven, aiQ not 
I frighted wich the Expreflion ? I find how this 
Sin deprives me of a Holy Communion with 
God, and fhall I lofe my greateft comfort and 
fupport and fatisfadion for it? How doth the 
Gold become dim ! How is the moft fine Gold 
changed through this peftilential Breath ! The , 
Life and Senfe I once had of Spiritual Objef^s^ 
decays and dwindles away in me, and an inlipid- ; 
nefs in Holy things fucceeds; my relifti of them 
peri flies, and they become to me as a curious 
difli to a Perfon of a corrupted Stomach, I nau- , 
feate the very Dainties of my Heavenly Father : 
This Sin is enough to damp and kill all the good 
feed God fows in roe. if any Man love tjie 
World, the love of the Father is, not in him; 
and can I be contented without the love of God ? 
If God be not my Friend, what doih the 
Friendfliip of the whole World fignifie, when 
my Soul muil leave this Tabernacle,and appear 
before God's Bar? O God, I Ihall have fo many 
WitnefTes againft me,that Ifliall not know what 
to fay, or whither to betake my felf for refuge ; . 
the poor will accufe me, becaufe I have not o« 
pened my hand and heart to them ; my own 
Confcience will accufe me, becaufe I have not 
been a good Steward of the means God gave 
me ; the Miniflers of God will accufe me, be- 
caufe whatever was laid out upon my Pride 
and Luii, was thought too little ; and the leaft 
kindnefs I fliewed to thofe that wait at God's 
Altar, too much : The Devils will accufe me, 
becaufe having a Soul fo great, fo noble, fo 
precious, I did employ it chiefly in fcraping a^ 

^ little" 
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fittledrofsand dung together ; nay, the Lord 7^. 
fus will accufe me, bepaufe his Example of Con- 
•tenrednefs, and Meavenly-mindednefs, would 
not allure me into Imitation; God will accufe 
ine,becaufe having furniflied me with all the Mo- 
tives and Encouraeements imaginable, to mind 
Heaven more than nlarth ; I preferred this Earth 
before all the Joys of Heaven ; and how ihall I 
bear up under all this weight ? 

Would the poor deluded Worldling hut let 
fuch Thoughts fink into his Heart, what a damp 
would it ftrike on his Wrong Defires after the 
World ; arid how would it make his immoderate 
Love to thefe fublunary Riches, break into 
^ngitigs after a nobler Inheritance ? But negle- 
fting this, he. Serpent-like, feeds on duft,and prc- 
[ares for anxiety, difconcenr, and vexation of 
ipirit,and for a miferable death : Like a Hog, lies 
rooting in the Earth, and buries his Soul in a 
Cheft of Money ; defpifes all Admonitions to 
Charity, and, like the Smith's Dog, can hear the 
hammering and beating of his Mailer, and en-« 
dure the Sparks flying about his Ears, without 
being ftirr'd or concerned at it. 

Hypocriiie is a Sin, which the painted Chri- 
flian does not eafily part withal, yet would he 
refleft, like a Perfon that hares to few Pillows 
under his own Elbows : Can I read Chrill's dif- 
courfes againft the Pharifees and not ask my 
own Heart, W hether thePharifeesTemper be an 
eiDblem of my Complexion ? Can I remember 
that odious Name in the Gofpcl, and not reflett 
on the Plagues that are threacned them ? And 
40 1 know thefe Plagues, and do they dart no 

X 3 fear, 



fear, no terror iatoioy Soul? I am Imthfto be- 
.lievelamfobad a M«n:i but what if God* %^ 
•the Great Day, ihould find qie fo \ Have Itoo 
.Self^end in myJ^eligiousDuty f What is it pats 
.roe-many times upon doii^ good, Applaufe froQi 
Alen, or the-Love of God \ Do not I pretend 
God-s Glory fometimes, when I -.aim At<nothi|ig 
"but mine own ? JDonot I dtawi|igh!iKyGod5itB 
my Lips, wbeninmy-Heartand'Converiadoiil 
deny himf Do not. I, ,biy; pretending to^plieafe 
God, rnegle6^ my Puty .to my Neighbour? h^i 
,while.I am hot for J^votion, 'haceiOjy|Bratfaeri& 
my Heart ? I am loth totK^ledmy )Hrayer, hot 
ami as loth to negled relieving fiichia Beli^^ 
that groans: in Prifoo, , cm* Poverty ? Am tOOt ( 
.more fevere in preffing the lefler Concerns of 
.Religion, than lap inuy^j^ thife^greater?^ 
sot \ commend tthat in a rich 'Or.great MiQ>. 
,whioh \ oan ^preheod in my Inferiors, •« 
^eaner;Perfons; Do ilot \ require thofe DU' 
.ties.of <)tber Men* which my felf am lotb to 
f rai^ife ? ,Do not I >applaua my felf -for my 
own San^lity, -while I aefpife others, whom 1 
fancy not ifo holy as I am? Am not Jmore cu- 
rious to -^now 'pther Mens Conditions, ittun 
;mine.own? Am not I more aiealousinipofalKil^ 
than I am in private? Am not I religio!^ f<f 
jBlchy ii\^ie's fake ? Do not I make a ^^ 
Godlinef^, jKidufeRe|iaonasa-Cloak tocov<i 
m y feci^jst Sins ? Do nc|t Jmake Demotion a %(d' 
fold tOiCreift my own .Gwidit and Profit by? What 
isHypocrifie, if this i)e not? Tho'IiCanihideit 
from the^ight cif lV4bp, can I conceal k fr9aHiiiD> 
whokQQWsjD^idowB'iittiqg, |ii^.my<Hp-ii6o& 

and 
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~«nd ondef fliaikis my thoughts afar off? Can I re- 

fiiefiib6r (he P^ce ofjuaast and not think of a 

ferious Repi^tahce ? Oan I hear the Son of God 

baj^fodften, jfih?^, wde to the Bypocritest and hufg 

th^ Sin in niy Bofom ? Shall I harbour a Snake 

(hclfe, which i^ill ftitag meinto endiefs gna wings 

>df Cdiifcieifioe ? -How fliortlywill all thefeDelu- 

^tasbe clifcovered?'Biefore I'am a fe w days older, 

'Gcfdtti^yfunimon nie,and lay open all my deceits 

-^ddijt^gl^ in-Rel^bn. Thus others have been 

'ierVea ; \V hy -ihould I ' think to efc^pe ? Arid 

tb<j' the Day of Judgment is'not come, yet there 

i^'Angets, <ther-e ^re Righteous Souls, before 

WhOin the Itnpollures may be laid open, and 

difcGvdf^d totny mame, and f6rrow, and aflo- 

nilhment, as foon as my Soul leaves iny Body 

ifdtifelefs. 'Do I'thmk to blind the Eyes of hiin, 

in %^h6ib Bobk allmy MeOibers are fet down ? is 

thfePo'rtfdn of Hypocrites 'no difcouragement ? 

What Promife in the Gofpel can I lay hold df, 

during this-dondition f They all rtin to the xxp- 

right m^l4elih-t, and mufti go'without thefe Cor- 

dtals? Muil i 'fee others run away with thefe 

Treafttres, while my felf can expe A nothing btit 

God's Curfe and Anger ? Muft I fee others 

go to poffei^ the Promifed Land, while! mdfl: 

Itay isehind in a Wildemefs ? Muft I fee dihcffs 

gath^ Mama, and feed updn the richCluflfefrs 

oiQt^iMtt, while my own Sdiil'muft perifli for 

watlt^f thkt Bre^d of Life ? Lordt 'wmjhatlyi' 

■bide m thy TdSemacIe? fVho Jhall dweilin thj 

haly^Hiii? He th^at walks ^rightfy, Und wffrlis 

ri^htiaufhefst MdJ^eaks the triith iH 'his h'edrt. 

And thuft I have no feat in yon4^ ManfidcCs? 

^ ^ No 
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No houfe in that 7^r«y2r/^«r, which is above ? No 

habitation in this City, whither the Tribes go 

uf^ the Tribes of the Lord^ unto the Teftimony 

of Ifraelj to give thanks unto the name of the 

Lord? O my Soul, behold thy Salvation comes, 

his reward is with him, and his work before him. 

Arife, ihine, for thy light is conie, and the glory 

of the Lord is rifenujpon thee. Away, and hate 

this garment fjpotted by the fleih \ thefe are not 

the Spots of God's Children J thefe are not the 

Charafters of God's Favourites : Spots they 

are^ but of Leopards, marks of Wolves that 

come in Sheeps cloathing, iigns of Sepulchres, 

which indeedappear beautiful outward, but are 

within full of Dead Men's bonesji and all Un- 

cleannefs. 

Such ferious thoughts would check Hypscri- 
fie ; but the vain Man hardens his heart againlt 
them, locks them out, will give them no enter* 
tainment,and that makes him fer ve God to pleitfe 
the Devil, and turn Religion into a meer (hew 
and formality, burn in Words, and freeze in 
Deeds ; and like that Son in the Gofpel , fay^ I go 
Sir^ but he goes nor. 

From the Premifles, w^ tnay eafily guefs what 
^0 think of other Sins, i;/^. That the great caufe 
pf them, is want of Confideration} and therefore 
the Holy Ghpft likens Men that live in any Sin, 
or indulge themfelvesinanyTranfgreflion^ to a 
Horfe that rufhes into the Battel, and confiders 
pot what he doth ; ventures among Swords and 
Arrows,and the greateftDangers, without recol- 
lefting what will be the Ifliie of it. Jer. 8. 6. 
Co^ifideration is the Bridle that muilgbvern our 
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Senfe and Appetite; take that away, and the 
beafl runs away with the Rider, and haftenslum 
into a thoufand inconveiuencies. 
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C H A P. VI. 

Of the various Advantages of ferious Contra- 
tion ; ifs thafj which makes a Man Mafter ef 
all Chriftian duties ; it he Iff a Man to im-- 
frove Sublunary ObjeBs into Heavenly Con-- 
templations. It'^s the greatefi Support under 
Afflictions i di/jpofes a Man to be a Worthy 
Receiver of the Lords Suffer ; prepares him 
for an Angelical Life on Earth ; makes him 
frudent and difcreet fn Secu^r Affairs^ and 
Bujinefs. 
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H O' in the preceding Chapters we 
have already in a great meafure difco- 
vered, what Man may hope for from 
^ Coniideration, and of what ufe it is 

to a truly ferious and Chriftian Life ; yet we 
muft not leave fo rich a Subjeft thus, without 
giving an account of fome other pofitive Ad- 
vantages, which do render it very deflrable to 
a rational Man, And, 

i 

I. It hath moft certainly a very great influence 
upon all Chriftian Duties ; the Celeftial Luminar 
jieshavenot agreaterinfluenceupon the Bodies 
pf Men, and beafts, and Plants, than Confide-, 
ration hath upon thefe Spiritual Endowments ; 
whatever Qualification Chrift q% his Apoftles 
" ■ • ' ' require} 



5 »4 ^'* Gfeut haw '^ 

^tevfttte /nr -rtcommeiid j it's'bjrConfiBetationtif 
-thesEitoelteficy -and ^gnity vf that Duty, tint 
Men muft expcft to-aniverto it. 

The Hrftand Great Commandment is, 7i&0« 
]haU'lovetifyXj<tkiwith ^lltbylturtt W^viA^ 
allthy fiul, andwith all tffy mind. Butheihall 
tieverbe Mailer of this Duey, that doth not fre- 
^uently^aad feiioufly confidferthe immeitfeiiAd 
Iti^fiendioas Love of God to^luita.; mdin^ed, 
thenliaay hopc'to be acquainted \ipitha fiocere 
4Uid cordial'Love to God, when \ :^e lea«^ to 
■iuch Confideration&astheib, to imprfl^eemy 
*iJBderftaBding. O my God ! <Gani think «f fo 
^r^QAt, >ib holy, ^fo ittfidite, \ib vafieroifitl, \fo«mU' 
4iificent4i Being, and -forbdar to be enamotared 
with thee ? Thy Greatnefe ovcr-awes, *thy<flor 
linefs direds, thy infinity fupports, thy Mercy 
charms, thy Munificence invites thy .poor un- 
"mrortby Creatnf es : Whcncfe afe all iny Mer- 
cies, but from th^e? Thou art the %riQ|gt 
ithe Fountain of them all. Wteit^er Bleffiogs 
ut 'Oonveyed to me by (he hands of iecond 
^^anfes, vney Cdme originally from thee, mA 
fhou movieft and ordereit thbfefecondt^ttfas^ 
to come in to my Aifiilante. By thee have! 
i)een ujpheldever fince I tk^as bom ; when Ihy 
in the ihades of Nothing, thou didu awake die 
into a Being, gaveil me a Rational Soul, a Soul 
^aipable of admiring, adoring, and worMp^ 
Thee; and ever fincethy Mercies have fdlovea 
me; ^nd thou haft been a PiHar «f a Goad 
unto me by Day, and a Pillar of Fire by Ni^jht; 
what Parts, Gtfts or Abilities I have, they «fe 

thy Gifts, and Chara^^rs of thy C&mpaffioo : 

Thou 
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ordereft my Steps, thoa Btx about my 
bed, And about .my -Auds, anddofbprefewe fflfc 
•intallrniy wa^s.; many a time {honld il lane 



«id fallen, and periflIed4Il£GO\cm- 
J>l>y, but that itson mftfqpported me,.«ndgif 
iven cbarge to thy holy Ai^ls to-bemy^Gniup- 
;dians^ '1 had :been a barren Wildeniefs, (if 
thou Mdfl (not :tained Ihowers of Qsace inpon 
me,«ndmademe<fniitful. Ihadbronghtibriii 
•nothingbut Death, if thou:badfknoc: ihtneduipaii 
Jne. load ^onttnued lying 'in :theiMire,tif thou 
■hadftnot.pul]ed:me out ; am imuft' h « »en ;em a i&- 
ed in che.horriUe:Bit;foriever4f thuuthulftinac 
-fetmyf*jeetuponaRock. I hadccantiaiiBdibiiod, 
if thou tiadff not ooened mine Ejaes; deaf to 
<thy Admonitioncii thou hadft not unladcfffl 
iBine £af s. I aould never hsne tifisn, if tboii 
•hadft not llent ms thy helphif iiand. I :mufi 
iMyefunk, if (iKm hadft; notit^porteil me:; an^ 
^iflied, if thou;hadft)not^iuded jmddiredsd 
tiae. I had committed .gseater. Sins, if ■thy<ra' 
<ftminiog Pojoner ihad .not keptiUK; and wh« 
could have hindred me from tunning with i>* 
thers into excefs of Bdot,df thou hadft not Ore- 
moved theSnaires which aveselhid-forme to 
catph me in Ruin ? ilt is^rhv doing .that I iuree 
AQt done <fo ; that i Jia«e aoftained feom tfasfe 
Evils, thy aiEftanoe is the caufe4 and that I 
Jiave believed thee,.! am beholdento thyMercy . 
'0 my 'God ! how often have Ldeferved thine 
Anger ? And yet in the midft of thy Wrath 
^Qtt tfairikeft .upon 'Macy. WhA Judgments 
tuighteft Duot )mou have inftified on me for 
«ay wilful Stos^? JBut thouihaft ient none um 

yetJ^ 
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yer, and all to magoifie thy Mercy. Every 
Morning c^y Mercies are renewed upon me, 
and with the Natural there rifes upon me the 
Sun of Righteoufnefsi with healing under his 
-Wingf, Thou profpereft my Endeavours, gi- 
veft luiccefs to all my lawful Undertakings, thoq 
preferveft me from thofe Difafters which befal 
other Men. How wifely dolt thou order my 
Affairs? How often dofl thou bring Light out 
of Darknefs, and turneil my AfBiraoii into the 
greateil Joy ? How wonderfial are thy Provir 
fences tome and mine f How often have 1 fear- 
ed fuch an accident would be my mine, and God 
hath turned it into the greateil good ? How 
wifely haft thou many times denied tne temporal 
Mercies, becaufe thou hadft a mind to enrich 
me with fpiritual Bieilings in heavenly Places^ 
What r riends, what Benefadors haft thou rai- 
led me^ How miraculoufty haft thou turned 
theHearts of Men fometdmes into Mercy and 
Compaftion fortny Good i How often hail thou 
heard my Prayer, and granted me the requeitof 
my Lips? When I have been in the greateft 
Straits, how haft thou ihewn me a waiy to e- 
<fcape? Howftrangely haft thou wheeled things 
about for my deliverance? How haft thou^ 
lured me, by the various tokens of thy Love to 
love thee better than the World? How great 
hath been thy care of my temporal concerns, 
but how far greater thy care of the concerns 
of my SotI? How ftrong have been the con- 
viAions thou haft vouchfafed me ? How great 
the light thou haft imparted to me ? How 
bright that knowledge thou haft revealed to 



me? 
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me ? How numerous the checks of my own 
Coofcieoce which thou haft fent me? How fre- 
<}uent the motions of thy Spirit thou haft ihed 
ioro my Sou] ? How often haft thou reafoned 
the Cafe^ and expoftulated with me, and» as the 
Angel did to Balaam^ flood in. a narrow way, 
wher^ there was no turning neither to the right 
tier to the kft; and all, becaufe thou would'ft 
iior have me lland out any longer againft thy 
moil gracious offers of Sal vation ? How haft thou 
adjur€4 roe by the Bowels of Jefus^ by the 
Wounds and Agonies of the Son of God, to 
die unto bin, and to live unto Righteoufnefs ^ 
How ftrange hath been thy condefcenfion ! and 
doth not all this defer ve my Love? Is not here 
enough to warm my AfTedions towards thee! 
Falfe, ftubborn Heart ! W hat canft thou plead 
for thy averfenefs from God, after fuch a pro- 
fpeft of his Favours I Notwithftanding my long 
contempt of thefe Loving-kindnefles of the 
Lord, 1 am yet alive, and on this fide Hell ! 
How may I ftand amazed at this prodigious 
long-fufiering of my God ! Had any Man 
ihewn me but the ten thoufandth part of that 
Love which God hath manifeftedto me, how 
ihould 1 love him ! How ihould I adore his Name ! 
How Ihould I ftudy topleafe him ! What pains 
ihould I take to manifeft my gratitude ! How 
ihould I revere his Memory ! How ihould I 
fpeak of his Favours ! How mould I praiie his 
Munificence ! How ihould I employ my Rhe- 
torick, and ranfack my Poetry, ftudy Elo- 

2uence, fpeak by my Lyes, my Pofture, my 
reftures, to make him underftand my imedi- 

on! 
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ODi GatrMftnVkindneft be (b prevrienr, and^ 
flail not the goodneft'of God fire my Soul into 
aiHn^cal Love' to his Name?- C«n I do lefs 
than 'love bim to whom I owe alt I have ? To 
love him is myhappiiiefiSi my intereft, my 
gteateft felicity : O my God ! Shall I love a lit^ 
tleihiningClay, a littleDaft, a' little Earthy and 
noi.love tbcet w4io art worth mere than ten 
thoufaod Worlds ? Shall I love F&ther and Mo- 
ther^ and: not love thee, who haft been better' 
tor me than > my Parents, and whm my Father 
and Mother have forfaken me haft taken me 
upr and with everlafting kindnefe vifited me ?• 
Shailillove my Friend, and fhali Inetlovethee^ 
my Joy, my Treafure, my Hiding-place ? But^ 
How can 1 love tbee,except Ikeep thyConmiand- 
ments ? How can I be thy Friend, except I do 
whatfi)c«!7er thou commandefl me ? Shall I love 
thee in Words only, who haft^ loved me in 
Deeds? Shall I flatter thee with my Lips, and 
hate thee in my Heart ? Shall I {Judas-Aikt) 
kifs thee, and betray thee ? Love thee, and 
love my Sins, which are thy greateft Enemies ^ 
Did I but love thee as I do a dear Friend, how 
eafie would all thy Precepts feenar? How little 
reaibn ifeould I have to complain of thetedi- 
onfnefs of thy Yoak ? What great, what no- 
ble, what generous Aftions would thyLovepnt 
me upon? Should I pretend to love my Prince, 
and affront his Law, how foon would my Love 
be accufed of a Lye ? How can I bte^ faid to love 
thee, while I hate to conform m;^ felf to thjr 
Will and Plieafure ? How vain will my Love 
appear in. the laft Day, if it hath been aftranger 

to 
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toObedieiicehere ? Ttw AngcfoU>ve tbee^aad 
they. have, no I otter way. to demonftrate them 
L«ove batby.riiimiii^titthy.Gommands^ Thy 
hQJy Eire faaurns in their hreaft, ^oid: makes 
ttteiBi fly to execute thy. Orders. Do L hope 
to be like unto the /Angels of God hereafter» 
aod ih^il not I tike Pattern by their obedientiaL 
Love wMIe I fo^Qitrn here ? O my^Gcxli thoai 
art the properObjediof my Love; T rob thee 
of thy HoDOury.asd commit.Sacrikgei if I; 
love any .thsng here below.hetterihaa tbisei. L 
am iDArried to thee, and: I mu-ft love nothii^ 
above thee^ fFhlmno eye pitied me toJjwvecom-^ 
faffionMfon me^ when I was cafiint§ the opem 
field te the katJbtng of* my per fin ; thtm aidjlf 
pafs byme^ andfaweft ms^folhU^edwithmfBhodi 
andjkidjt unto me when J.wasi in ^my Bloody 
Live ; . thouJidft cauji me* to. mukiply .as tbip 
bud. of tbefeUy and^ wbenJt was the time of 
lJDVe% thou didjl Jpreadtby skirt over me and 
coveredftmynakednefSf andfwareft unto me^ and 
enteredft into aCovenant with me^ and! became 
tbine^ £zek. i6« $^ 6y 7, 8. And> ihaU my 
SouLbe married to fo great a Prince> and play 
theHarlot.? OmyLord! haft thou unicedme 
fa clofe unto thee, and (hall I defile myfelf^ 
by fetting my Love on Trifles ? It hath gone 
aitray too long^ it hath wandred up and down, 
and. found no reft ; and fhali it lofe it felf for 
ever, and, like a Mole, run blindly from one 
fiury to another ? What Man, what Devil can 
hurt me, while I love thee^withoutwhofe Com- 
mand no Creature dares i^ or move ? What 
ihould difcourage me from loving thee^^ when 
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I have all the Promifes of the Bible to prompt 
me to it ? If I lofe any thin^ in this World 
by loving thee^ haft not thou Treafures enough 
to recompence my LofTes .? If Men defpife me 
for loving thee, haft not thou Honour and 
Glory enough to crown me withal.? If I do not 
thrive in outward Riches, by loving thee, haft 
not thou who art rich in Mercy, a Pearl of price 
to beftow upon me when this Life is ended ? FH 
truft thee, Omy God, and when my Lufts invite 
me to a6i like a Beaft, I'll obey thee, and ftrive to 
beperfed, as thou art perfect: When Men en- 
tice me to Sin, Til hearken to thee, and venture 
the difgrace or injury they can inflid upon me ; 
when the World tempts me to be carelefs of my 
Sdvation, FU follow thee, and work out my 
Salvation with fear and with trembling Thus 
ril manifeft to the World that thou art dearer 
to me than all that's great, or rich, or glorious 
in the World. O that I were drunk with Love ! 
O that all my faculties were filled with Love i O 
that I could love thee till 1 fainted away for Love ! 
Othatmy Mind were fo intent upon thee that I 
could reliih nothing but thy Love ! O chat my 
Soul did overflow with Love ! O that this 
Stream might rife above its BanksiO that it might 
know no Bounds! O that I were fo fwallowed 
up of Divine Love, that I could not tell whe- 
ther I were in the B||dy, or out of the Body ! 
O that the Contemplption of God's Love were 
fo fweet to me, thajiMU other Objeds might be 
Gall and Bitterne{s|tb me ! O that I were able 
to go out of my felfvinto the vaft Light of the 
Love of God ! O that I had more of this rich 

Wine 1 
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Wine? O that the King would lead me into his 
fFine Cellar ! O that my Soul did thirft more 
after him ! O that this Dew of Heaven might fall 
on my Fleece Day and Night ! O that the Love 
of God might totally conquer me ! O that every 
thought of mine might breath nothing but Love I 
that it were my Meat and Drink to love theel 
This is perfed Angels Food . Meats for the beUy^ 
and the belly for Meats, Godjhall defiroy both It 
and them, but this food lafts fir ever, 

'Delight in God is a Duty as neceflaryas the 
former, but how is it poffible I ever ihould ar- 
rive to it, without Ifummon my Soul, by Con- 
fideratibo, to take a view of the Glory and 
Beauty which fparkles in that amiable Bemg? I 
ihall quickly feelooy heart in another temper than 
ordinarily Ido, if I befpeak it in fuch Langiuge 
as this, 'Delight in God! O my Soul, canft thou 
name that charming Name or God, and feel no 
Joy, no Gladnefs in thy AfFedions ? Is God fo 
dull an Objed that it cannot ilir, or rouze thee 
from thy Lethargy? Where doft thou fee a 
more lovely Being ^ Survey the World, Where 
is there fo ravifliing an Objed } Can there be a 
lovelier Beinjg, than he, from whom whatever 
is beautiful m Men or Angels flows i How 
beautiful muft he be, to whom all thefe infe- 
rior Beauties owe their Being. If the Streams 
befo lovely. What muft the Water in the Foun- 
tain be? Aia»! What is the Sun, but a dark 
Lanthorn in comparifon of God ? What is all 
the Light our Eyes behold, but a Rufh< Candle 
to him that is the Father of Lights ? Trufy 
the tight is fwett% and a plea/ant thing it ts 
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fortbeeyesto behold the Sun^^tX. ii. 7. Iddeed, 
whatever is rich, and to be admired in Objefts, 
would fignifie nothing to us without Light ; aad» 
if created light be fo delightfaU O God, How 
amiable mult thou be, who dwelleft in a light 
inacceflible! If the Sun, andMooe, and Stars, 
deferve my delight, how more juftly may the 
Great Creator of all rhefe challenge it, whofe 
Glory doth infinitely tranfcend all the little 
twinklings aifd radiiitiaRs whidi ftine tti felb- 
hinary Objefts ! O my God, were thy fieanty 
viewed, as it ihines in the works of Creaition, 
as it fparkles in the wife ordeiipg and manage'^ 
ment of the Workl,as it blazes in the Redemp- 
tion of Nfankind, as it glifters in Regeneratida 
of tbe Soul, as it dazles the £ye in the glori- 
fication of a Sinner, hoW lovely wdiddft thoa 
appear ! And fince nleittier thy Bein^ nor thy 
works are in vain, fince what thou art, and 
what thou dol^ mud needs be for fome certain 
end I What can I conclude, but that thou dif- 
covereft fo much Beauty, and Splendor, and 
Glory to pOorMortals,becaufe we fliould rejoice 
and aelight in thee, and be ravifli'd with thee ? 
O my Soul, without this delight in God, thou 
canft never be happy ; God is the adequate Ob- 
jeA, and thy Center, and he alone can give thee 
reft ; and except he fills and fatisfies thy powers, 
theyll be forced, like Noab*s Dove,, to flutter 
and fly up and down, wander -in a Ddart, and 
-tofe themfelves in a barren Wilder nefs. Tboa 
rejoiceft in a Father, in a Mother, in« Frieiid» 
but God is more than a Father, more thin 
t Mother, more than 4 Friend to chee. He 

doth 
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jiqt^mQte for thee. He loves thee better than 
noy of thefe can.do. Tbou rejoiceijt io a curious 
Laodskip, in the ^^licate fituation of a Houfe^ 
in a lovely Arbour, iq a fweet and gentle Hiver^ 
i)Ut bail not thou greater reafon to rejoice in 
hiq}, who bath made all thefe? When thou de- 
lighteit in Godj thou art at rell^ and thy Reit de- 
clares.thy Happinefs. How canft thou hope thy 
Religious exercifes will be accepted in Heavent 
while thou knoweil not what this holy delight 
doc-h mean ? The Heathens suefs'd at the accept 
taoce of their Sacrifices, by tne cheerful burning 
of the Fire upon the Altar j The greater thy de- 
light is in Godfthe flronger Argument thou haft, 
that thy Devotion meets with applaufe and ap« 

!)robation in Heaven. Variety is itrangely de- 
ightfql to thee here on Earth, and Why then 
hath God fo little of thy delight? Tho'God be 
but One, yet in that One God are fo ^lanyplea- 
fant Obje^s, that wert thou to live here a thou- 
fand years, in this One God thou mlght'ft every 
day Qi^et with freih objed:s of delieht ; \vith this 
God thQU.art to be raviflied toallEternity^and 
then ijure there is variety enough in him to re- 
vive and recreate thee for a few years in this 
prefent World. Survey all his blefled Attributes, 
his tjoIinefs,hisPmniprefence,his OainifcieQce, 
his Immutability, his Immenfuy, his Wifx^pm and 
jEternity ; b.\irvey»hisGopdneis to ManliLind, his 
Perfeftion^ his ^lUfufficiency, his wiliiqgnefs to 
advance Man to the enjoyment of that Glory, 
wbichthei)l^ed Angels do poiTefs; Survey l)is 
Revelatioqs, his M^nifeftations of hitofe|4^to 
this dark isnprant Wo^ld ; bis Statutes and 
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Judgments, and Laws, and the ReafoBablenefs 
and Equity of them all ; furvey his variotrs Dif- 
penfations under the Old and New Teflaments, 
his Methods of converting Men, and the various 
degrees whereby he hath proceeded in the Re- 
formation of the wretched Progeny of Adam ; 
furvey his wonderful love in Chrijt J^Jjf^j and 
his pity and coropaflion to Rebels, to Traitors, 
to his greateft Enemies ; furvey the benefits and 
advantage?, which arife from Chrift's Paffion, 
Refurredion, Afcenfion, Interceflion ; furvey 
his Promifes, and Thrcatnings, his Mercy to 
the Penitent, his Jullice to the unbelieving Sin- 
ner ; furvey his Mercies, both pubHck and pri- 
vate^ both Spiritual and Temporal, and his va- 
rious Favours to all Mankind, to thy fellow 
Chriftians, to thy Relations, and thy felf ; fur* 
vey the Privileges he allows to thofe that fear 
him. Privileges which are the torments of De- 
vils, to fee what Men may come to, and them- 
felves muft remain for ever deprived of ; fur- 
vey the Prerogatives of thefe Men, how he 
gives them leave to call upon him, anfwers them 
> when they call, permits them to call themfelves 
his Children, his Darlings, his Favourites, his 
Jewels, his Friends, and the Apple of his Eye ; 
lurvey the Glory which God receives from all 
his Creatures, in that all confpire to fulfil his 
Will ; furvey the Joy, the Glory, the Happi- 
nefs, the Triumphs, the Songs, the Hallelujah's, 
which he has deiigned for his Servants, where- 
of they have a taile here, and which e'er long 
they ihall enter upon, to their eternal Content 
«id Satisfadion. O my Soul,, Who can ezprds 
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all theolea/iog Objecls, which are in this G\or 
nous God thou doft adore. 

Vail Ocean of Delight ! How can my Soul be 
weary of delighting in thee ? where every objeft 
is of a multiplying nature, ahd the farther I go, 
the more charms I meet withal ; every Beam, 
every Ray, that darts from thy Throne, every 
work of thy Power (and Oh how infinite is the 
number of them ! ) adminilters delight. And 
fure he deferves co be flarved, that may come 
to thofe Waters of Life, and is invited to par- 
ticipate of this Milk and Honey, and to delight 
his boul in Fatnefs, and prefers the ftolen Wa- 
ters of Sin, before thefe living Waters, which, 
like thofe in the EfcuUftan Well, are not ca- 
pable of Pucrefaftion. 

Look, O my Soul, look with pity on the poor 
dittraded World, that delights in things hellifh 
and finful,worldly, mean, and trivial. Who would 
envy the fottiih pleafures of Strata^ Anthony^ i^ 
hriusj Caligula^ Commodus^ Cot is, T>emetrius f 
pleafures fitter for Bulls, and Bears, and Goats, 
than for Men of Reafon? they dream they eat 
and drink, and are at a great Feaft, but in the 
Morning when they wake, they find themfelves 
empty, A rational complacency inGod,is Bread 
incorruptible,this is the Meat thou mult live up- 
on for ever ; thou delighteftin a curious Pifture, 
why not in him that's altogether lovtly? Thou 
delighted in a delicate Shape, Why not in him 
that's fairer than the Children of Men ? Thou 
deliffhteil in a pleafant Garden, in well-ordered 
Walks, in flowrv Meadows ; Why not in him, 
Wbpfe gracious rrefencecanma^e a Dungeon a 

Y 3 Para. 
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Paradife ? Hoife up thy Sails, O niy SbuF, let 
thy defire crave all that's rich,^aod aftd thaigi)i* 
ficeht ; Why, in God thou haft it all, in a moft 
eminent mannei^ ; while others delist lA their 
plenty, thou canll delight in tiim* who is plen- 
teous in Mercy unto all them that cill i^pon 
bini ; while others delight in jbiowledge,- tfhou 
cahft delight in him, in whom are ail the trea- 
fur6S of W ifdom ; while othefrs delight rti the 
proteftion of their Friends, thou canft delight 
iri hini, who is a prefent help iri the' time of trdtr- 
ble; while others ddight in a ilatelySea^ thou 
cahil delight in the fecret place, and in the iba- 
dow of the Almighty. O my God, thou fatisfief! 
the Hungry Soul, and filleft the Mt^t^j Soul 
withGoodnefs. The Soul cannot crave reyond 
what thou canll give, nor ask more than tHou 
art ^ble to afford ; the defires of the Soiil ire 
riot lb infinite, but thy Store and Plenty is un- 
i|)eakably more infinite than our defires. They 
that cannot delight in thee, hslve ilrange briinm 
Souls! They fee not how thou goeft, how thou, 
iiD»y God, goeft in the Sanftuary; they nevet 
felt thy holy Influences ; they know not what 
Peace thou fpe^lkeft unto thy People; they are 
pot fenfible how thou doftehcourage thofe that 
fcrve thee ; they are not fenfible how great the 
Kevfards are, thbU haft laid up for Men that 
forget whit is behind them, and feek firft thy 
Kingdom, and its right eoufnefs. O Goodnei^ 
immenfe, and infinite ! If every fingle GcA^^ 
is pleafant and delightful, how delightful 
muft thou be, who art that wide atid ample 
" \^ into which all thefe Rivers, a^nd Emana- 
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tiofis of Goodoefs ran ! If created Life be plea- 

fant, bow pletfant qpmil thou be, which giveil 

that Life ! If created Wifdora be amiable, how 

aoutble muft thou be, from whom that Wifdom 

flows I O my God, I fee, how all the pleafaot 

things of the World periih, but thou art the 

fame, and thy Years do not fail, and thou en* 

dureft from one generation to another ; here 

therefore I'll fix my Delight } on this Rock I'll 

build my Joy; while others delight in numbring 

their Ba^s, I'll delight in numbring the loving 

kindneiies of my God ; while others delight in 

their Preferment, I'll delight in being adopted 

into the glorious Liberty of God's Children ; 

while others delight in the greatnefs of their 

Relations, I'll delight in having the Saviour of 

the World for my elder Brother ; while others 

delight in their Farms and Oxen, I'll delight 

in my Title to the Tree of Life ; while others 

delight in Kingdoms and Principalities, I'll de-p 

light in him who hath made me a King and 

Priell imto God, and to his Father ; / wi/i 

defight my felf in the Lordt and he JhaU give 

thedefires of my hedrtt Pfal. 37, 4. 

Did the Man who is almoft perfuaded into 
Charity, but ferioufly conlider, what a (Irefs 
the Gofpel lays upon this pious Liberality ; 
how Chrift in the lall day is refolved to infiO; 
more upon this Duty, ihaa upon any other { 
how he is but a Steward of thofe BJeffings he 
enjoys ; and how God gave him that Eftate 
he hath with this very intent, that he ihould 
be beneficial to thofe, whom Providence hath 
mad^ objeAs of bis Bounty ; how great an Im- 

y 4 ' pedimeiit 
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pediment his extreme Fondnefs of this Worlds 
Goods, is to his fatare Happinefs ; How it 
darkens his Graces, clouds his Comforts, har- 
dens his Heart, fears his Confcience, enflaves 
him to the Devil ; How his Charity is no more 
than Joftice, a due Debt he owes to his poor 
Neighbour, for whch reafon, the Holy Ghofi 
calls Mens Alms, righteoufnefs ; fo that with* 
holding our hand ^om giving to People in 
neceflity, or from aififting them in time of 
need, is robbing them of that which is their 
due ; how difficult, nay, how impoilible it is 
for a Man, that dotes on thefe outward Com- 
forts, to become a true Difciple of Chrifi ; 
with that earneilnefs all the Prophets and Apo- 
Ules of old, have recommended this Honour- 
ing of God with our Subilance, and with the 
Firft Fruits of our Increafe ; How kind God's 
Afped is to this Duty ;* How great God's con- 
deicenfion is, in being willing to accept of 
that, as done to himfelf, . which is done to his 
Servants, or ChriJPs diftrefled Members ; How 
iignally he blefTes this Virtue, how all Faith is 
dead without it, how vainly that Man hopes 
for Heaven, that hath no Bowels of Compaf- 
fion ; r fay, would the Man, that is unrefolvedi 
whether he ihall deny himfelf, and give away 
confiderably to Pious Ufes, but ponder all 
thefe Arguments, by the Alliftance of God, 
it would make him refolve to lay by fuch a 
Proportion of all his gain and incomes for 
Goa s Service, and keep to it, and flop his Ears 
againfl all the fuggellions of the Devil to the 
< contrary, and reiign himfelf entirely to God's 

Pro- 
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Providences and leave it to God| how, and when, 
and where to make him amends for it, and 
believe, that it will mod certainly be recompen* 
fed him in the Refurredion of the Juft. 

Meeknefs is fo great a Duty of the Gofpel, 
that Chrift makes it the diftinguiihing character 
of hisDifciples, and indeed, none is more like- 
ly to arrive to it, than he that makes it his bu- 
unefs to confider, how famous fome of the 
Heathens were for this Virtue ; How Tericles 
bid bis Servant light him home, who had rail^ 
ed againit him all day ; How Socrates put by 
the calumnies that were cait upon him witn 
this, That the fianderer had /aid nothing of 
him^ that he found himfelf to be guilts of\ 
How ^^^on of Alexandria was fiient under all 
the Reproaches that were thrown upon him \ 
how unworthy of a Chriilian it is to do lefs, 
with all the helps of Grace, than the other, 
by the ailiftance of Nature only; how this is 
to have the fame mind which was alfo in Chrtjl 
Jefusi what mifchiefs fudden Anger hurries 
Men into, how feverely the Great Redeemer 
of the World checks his Difciples, that call 
for Fire from Heaven to confume the Men 
who had denied their Mailer Lodging ; how 
great theConqueflis, to fubdue thofe FafTions, 
which would epgage us to wrath and fury ; 
how difcreetly that Man can ad, that curbs 
thofe unruly AfFeftions; how this excellent 
quality adorns the Gofpel of our Saviour; 
how it difpofes Men for a fatisfaftory difcharge 
of their Duty towards God ; How great evils 
|nd inconveniencies it prevei^ts i How many 

timei 
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times ir melts tbeafiEetider if there be Mty ioge- 
mntyinhimi and wins more upon hit{i» than all 
the fierce proceedings we can i:^e ; How great a 
preparative it is for a good name> and how Men» 
who nnderiland what felf-conqueft mews, can- 
not but commend and celebrate it ; How in Hi-* 
ftory, Men famous for this Grace are extolled a- 
bovethe greateft Conquerors; How Heaven 
cannot but applaud it» to fee Men ilrive to be per*- 
fed, as their (* ather in Heaven is perfe^l ; How 
great Wifdom it argues, to be zealous in God's 
Caufe when his Glory is affironted^ and meek in 
our own concerns and injuries; What Peace, 
what Satisfa Aiop it caufes in the Soul, what Blef-« 
fings are intailed upon it ; How comfortably 
thofe, who have endeavour'd to be mailers of this 
temper, may leave this World, and die, as the 
~^ews{2idioi Mofes^ themeekeltof Men, at the 
;ifs of God into eternal Glory. 
SanBification of the Lord's 2)4^, or, which 
is all one, confecrating th^t Day to God's Ser- 
vice, and (pending it in pubhck and private 
Religious Exercifes, in Meditating, hearing 
the Word, praifingof God, good Works, and 
Spiritual Conferences, is a thing, which de- 
vout Chriftians have, in all Ages, thought 
themfelves obliged to obferve; and certainly 
he will find great reafon to follow them, that 
fhall engage his Soul ferioufly to confiderfome 
iuch Circumllances as thefe. How Holy is 
this Day! How fhould my Soul rejoice at 
the dawning of it! This is the Day which 
the Lord hath made, and which is to put me 
iq inind of the grgateil mercy, that was ever 

vouch- 
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Vouchftffed to Mankind : Can there be aiFjr thing 
Aore cofily tfa«& the Redemptioif of Mm ? cS 
cafi t ^tkd too lAQCh rirse in comoiemoratiBg f(x 
^loriofas i Fat our ? I that can fpend time in rt^ 
hear^g, wbac Jewels my Parents have left me, 
what Moitfes they have bequeathed me, what 
Lands they hste ailigned to me, what Mote-^ 
aible$ they hstve given me, ibsfl I think mnacb in 
^i^ding one Day in feven, in rehearftng wtuit 
God hath done for my So«il ? When God allows 
1^ fix Days in the Week, to follow the Bufi* 
fiefs of my lawful Calling, cannot I allow one 
day entire for his Service ? Are the concemt 
of my Soul fo trivial that they do not deferve 
one day in the Week ? Or, is Salvation fo eafie 
« thing, that, to fpend much time in the con« 
tf ivance of k^ is altogether needlefs ? I can al> 
low a Whole day« fometimes two or three, for 
the recreation of ^y fiody* and mufi my Soul 
hive none to feaft it felf upon Gdd, and end'- 
lefs Glory ? Alas ! How little do (hefe flaflies 
of contemplating God in the Week-days, 
Which are io Often interrupted by worldly Bu- 
finefs, Warm the Soul? Mow little are Men's 
AfTedions wrought upon by thofe fits of De^ 
votion, except they take a whole Day to warm 
their Souls at the Beams of the Sun oTRighte- 
oufnefs? Alas! How little Serioufnefs do I 
fee in thofe Families, where this day is not 
Relig^oUfly fpent, where every Perfon is per- 
mitted to ufe their liberty, and where the pub- 
lick Exercifes in the Church'are not feconded 
by private Dilcourfes, and Prayers, and Cele- 
brations of the Goo^ijiefs Qf God ) liow loofe, 

how 
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how vaiii, how foolifli are they commonly! 
How little do they mind the power of Religion ! 
How little are they acquainted with the Spiri- 
tual part of Godlinefs ! W hat liberty do they give 
themfelves in their A^lions, fuch as a confcien- 
tious Man will be afraid of! Where is my felf-* 
denialf if I cannot deny my felf in my Worldly 
Difcourfes, or Though ts, one day? How can I 
hope my Spiritual Wants and Neceflities (hould 
ever be difco vered to me, except I do in my Clo^ 
iet apply what I have heard in the Houfe of God, 
and water the incorruptible Seed that is fown in 
my Heart, by Self-examination, that it may 

S'ow, and fproutaiid bear fruit ? O the Joy, the 
omfort, the Satisfaction I might reap from the 
iincere fandiUcation of this day! How quietly 
might I lie down at night, after fo fweet a con* 
verfe with God all day I How foft would my 
Reft be, having worked in God's Vineyard fo 
many hours? How joy fullv might I rife next 
Morning, and comfort my feUf with the happy re- 
membrance of Bleilings, my Soul hath received 
the day before ? Thus to ooferve and improve 
this day, would be a Prologue to my everlafting 
Reft, a Preface to my eternal repofe in Abroi- 
bdnh Bofom ; a Prefage, that 1 ihould e'er long 
reft from all Tears, ana Sorrow, and Pain, and 
Anguifli, and from all the temptations of 
the World, the Flefli, and the Devil, and 
be admitted into the Choir of Angels, to 
praife him day and night, who lives for ever and 
ever. 

In this manner all other Duties may be com* 
paffed y thp P^aqty, Qlo^^y, Ufipfulnefs pf them 
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thus fpread before the Underibndiogy WilU and 
Afiedions, are apt to work upon t hefe Faculties* 
and they being prevailed upon, the Eyes, the 
Ears, the Hands, the Feet, will quickly do their 
part, and ihe w their readinefs to obey the Com- 
mand of their Superior Officers. 

11. It helps Men to improve external ObjeAs> 
into very comfortable Contemplations. When 
I take a view of the Sun, and Moon, and Stars, 
or refleA on the Air, Fire, Earth, and WateF* 
Confideration noay furnifli me with very excel- 
lent Truths, and the noblell LefTons of Reli- 
gion. Confideration can Metamorphofe Ob- 
je&Sy and Spiritualize them, and find out the 
fecret Defigns of the Almishty, in thofe Crea- 
tures, which the fenfual Man looks upon» and 
like a Beafl oafTes by, wichout any admira- 
tion ; This Eye can pierce through folid Bo- 
dies, and read the wholfom LefTons which lie 
hid under thofe groiTer Mantles. For after 
this manner it may argue. Take Wings, Omy 
Soul, fly up to yonder Heaven, where the Al- 
mighty hath fet a Tabernacle for the Sun, 
which is as a Bridegroom coming out of his 
Chamber ; and rejoyces as a Giant to run his 
Race; Behold, how this glorious Planet, the 
great Almoner of Heaven, when he rifes, re- 
vives every living thing with his kindly Beams, 
and will nor the increated Sun, from whom this 
bright Star borrows his ihinins Rays, when he 
ihall rife unto the Spirits of Men madeperfe^ 
in the laft Day, fill them all with unfpeakable 
Joy and Gladnefs ? and as a difmal uncomfort- 
able Darknefs fucceeds^ when this created Sua 

dodi 
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doth leaTe our Hemifphere, fo tfaiokf hour 4nei^- 
1^9 lawful! of iiorcor, and difconfoUteoeis thi%t 
darkoefsiDuft be, which miift Bntvoi4jit>)y ^^, 
on wretched impemtent Sinpeis, diat w^ul^^ 
take iio warntngt when the increased Sun ih»U 
withdraw from them bis beatificjd Prefenc0 
forever; behold this created Suo, tiow zonny 
<boufand kindnefles it bellows opon Maokindy 
And doth not this put thee in mind of the Fa- 
ther of Lights, from whom every good and 
-perfed Gift defcends ? How much bigger is 
i^his fhiningfiody than the whole £»rth ; find 
^(^ not thou remember,how, before thy. God, 
^all Mankind are as Graihoppers, or ratfaer,;as thie 
duft of the Balance, nay, lighter than nothingi 
<Mtd 'Vanity? The Sun, that he may enlighten 
•the whole World, is forced to go from que 
^lace to another ; but thy God, gx one andthe 
jametime, without moving his Station^ cjinfill 
heaven and E^rth with his Glory. 

Behold, O my Soul, the next great Light, the 
iVloon, whichf the nearer it approaches the Sun, 
'the brighter it grows in that part, which looks 
'towards Heaven, tho' it becomes darker in that 
'part which looks towards the Earth, and when 
it is oppofite to the Sun, lofes all that brightnefs 
it had in its conjundion with the Sun, and is on- 
: ly bright in that part which refpeds this lower 
World ; and doit not thou fee aivery lively Em- 
blem of a converted, and unconv^ted Sinner 
in this Luminary ? Behold, the nearer thou i^ 
^roacheft the Sun of Righteoufnefsin Purity and 
'Holinefs, the greater luftre^andtbegreaterhap- 
pinefs thourecetvefi ; the Inhabitautsof Heaven 

behold 
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behold thy fiiightuefs md Innocence, md ap- 
plaud it, tno'iienfual Men, may be, think thee 
ftU 'dacknefs,aH obfpurity, becanfe thou dofi not 
wallow in works of Darkne& with them; they, 
may be, look upon thee as mad and diftrat^- 
{sd, becaudb thou art la bufle, fo eameft, fo 
zealous, to pleafe thy God, and ibendeft fo 
^nuoh lime m praiiing, and magnifying, and 
i^rifying of him ; but thofe that dwell in yon- 
ilerTegicm of Light and BUfs, know that then, 
and not till then, thou^irt Mailer of thy Rea> 
fon, and doit ad like a perfon that's capable of 
being made partaker of the (Dfvioe.Nature. In 
aa word, thou art ;a Light to them above, and 
I^gfat CO Mesa beneath. On the other fide, 
^when thou turneft thy back upon God, walkeft 
oppofite, and contraiy to him, whatever rc- 
iped cand credit thou mayeft have from liie 
World, Godandbis'holy ^gels look upon thee 
fls Datkndfs; thyXhiderftanBing, vt^ich is that 
purt which pro|ierly looks towards Heaven, 
lofes all its brigbtnefs; and no marvel, for 
God alone can fetisfie it ; and he being gone, 
that part muft needs be perfed Night ; and no 
wcnder if, upon this tkrKnefs, thylove inclmes 
v^oronfly to the World, «nd Thy afFedions 
are altogether carried out <afterth^ drofs and 
dimg of this tranfitory Earth, if thy thoughts 
are ^ engaged 4tbout the W orldyall thy Speech- 
es einploi^d about 'the World, and thou be- 
comett wife for (he World, and lofeft all thy 
Wi£Aom for God, and for Salvation, antlriioa 
srt^Ni^r tothe Spirits^bove, and^Day tolMen 
below, 

O 
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O my SouUCanfi thou look upon the Sun and 
Moon, and not remember how differently God 
deals with triumphing Saints in Heaven, and 
his Militant Church here on Earth ? They en- 
joy a perpetual Sunihine, we are allowed no 
more but Moon*light; we fee; as it were, 
thro'aGlafs, darkly; they face to face: Their 
Light, like that of the Sun, never lefTens ; ours, 
like that of the Moon, is fometimes greater^ 
fometimes lefs, and fometimes we have none 
at all. How often doth the afflided Believer 
walk in darknefs ? God hides the light of his 
Countenance from him, and he is troubled : 
Sometimes he is all Joy, by and by all Darknefs 
again ; fometimes he is like St. Taul wrapt up in- 
to the third Heaven; fometimelike Men that 
fee God's Wonders in the deep, he goes down 
again to the depths, and his Soul melts becaufe 
of trouble ; how clear are the apprehenfions 
fometimes he hath of the love and mercy of 
God ! and feems to be able to comprehend 
with all Saints, what is the depth and breadth 
of the Love of God. How often, on the 
other fide, is a Veil drawn over all thefe bright 
Conceptions, and he groveling in the Duft? 
AVbat Hoods of Confolation doth God fome- 
times pour upon his Soul ? Whereas at other 
times thofe comforts come down in drops, 
which ufed to come in fhowers ; How ^reat 
fometimes is his firength againft temptations ^ 
How weak is his Courage at another ? How, like 
the great Jefus^ can he fometimes rebuke the 
Winds and W aves, and make the Sea calm ? and 
tx another time how ready be is to fvnt with 

the 
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theDHcipleSy and to look upon himfelf as loft 1 
How chearfully fomecimes can he cry out, Ican^ 
do all things jthrou^h Chrilt who fir engt bens me ? 
Hour mournfully is he forced to exprefs bim« 
fe]f at another, 1 fee a Law in my members war-- 
rin^ againji the Law of my mind^ and bringing 
me into captivity to the Law of Sin ! 

Behold, O my Soul, the vait number of the 
Stars and Lamps of Heaven, how wife, how 
powerful is that God who made them? Who 
can look upon tbofe curious Lights, without 
admiring their Creator ? Behold, they rife and 
go down at his command, and do not fail one 
minute of their appointed time ; How ihould 
this teach thee Obedience ? How chearfully 
ihould'ft thou run at the Command of thy 
God ? Thefe glorious Stars, though their 
number be vaftly great, yet they never clafli or 
difagree one with another ; How ihould this 
engage thee to unfeigned Charity, and Peace- 
ablenefs ? How ihould this put thee upon pro- 
moting Peace, and Concord, and Agreement 
among thy Neighbours ? And do not thefe Stars 
put thee in mind, how e'er long thou ihalt 
ihine as the Stars in the Firmament for ever ? 
Hafpy Hour ! Blefed "Bay ! when thou ihalt 
be cloathed with Splendor, and Immortality, 
when thou ihalt fee Night no more, andjhalt 
need no Candle^ neither light of the Sun^ but 
the Lord Jhall give thee light ^ and thoujhalt 
re tin with him for ever. 

Come down lowerj O my Soul, I have not 
done yet with God's wonderful Works; re- 
fleft upon the Air, in which all fenfitive Crea- 

Z tures 
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tores breath ; without this Air, the whole Crait!- 
on would die ; 'tis this that keeps Men, and 
deafts, and all Plants, and Herbs, alive ; See 
how all Creatures, when ready tobefmother'd, 
upon letting in of Air, do all revive and live 
again ; and is not the holy Spirit of God, O 
my Soul, the very fame to thee that the Air is to 
all Creatures? Without the Spirit of God to en- 
lighten, to move, and to direa thee, thou haft the 
itame that thouliveft, but thou art dead ;. it's the 
Spirit muft give thee Hfe, it's he that ihuft warm 
thee into a pra6iical love of God ; it's he that 
muft live in thee, that thou may'ft not fulfil the 
defires of the Fleih ; it's he mun teach theehow 
to pray ; it's he muft help thy infirmities, and 
bear witnefs with thy Shnrit, that thou art a Child 
of God : Beg this rich Gift at the hands of God, 
and thou flialt have it ; feek it, and thou fiiak 
find it ; knock at Heaven Gate for it, and God 
will open, and grant thee thy heart's deiire. 

Behold, O my doul,how vain and fboUfli thofe 
Men are, that will not believe the Being of An- 
gels, or of Spirits, becaufe they neverTaw any ; 
Can they fee the Air? And why do not they 
^ueftton, whether there be fuch a thing as Air 
or no. This ^^r fuppor ts all Creatures, fo doth 
thy God much more. He fends the^ingr into 
the Valleys which run afnong the Hills : X^ey 
give drink to every Beaji of the fieUt the iviM 
Affes quench their thirfi. He wateretb the 
Hills frovt his Chamber Sy the Earth is fitis- 
Jied with the Fruits of his Works. He camfes 
the Grafs togrowfbr the Quttety and Herhsfir 
the Service of Men^ Pfal. 104. 10,11, 13, 14. 

When 
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When this Air yields toaU ^rofs Bodies, and lets 
fhem pafs without oppolition, hoar doth it 
read to thee Ledures of Patience and Humility ? 
fai that Flexibility, ihou mayeftfee thefinfulnefs 
of thy inexorable temper, the odioufnefs of thy 
vevengrefal defires, and reviling again when thou 
art reviled, and giving the Omnder as good as 
he briii^; the Air reproves thee, when thoa 
art deafto all intreacies to be reconciled to him 
that bath injured thee, when thou wik not yield 
to the humble fupplication of diflrefled Clrea« 
tares, and when thoa oppofeft thy own humonr 
to all the rational perfwauoBSofwifer Men than 
thy felf. 

Lock upon the Fire, O my Sonl, uid behold 
how differently it a^s upon Bodies it meets 
withal, how it confumes the Hay and Stubble, 
and cleanfes and purifies Gold and Silver : D^ 
thou not fee here, as in a Giafs, how thy God 
deftroys the workers cf iniipiity ; and advances^ 
Mid iaereafes, and purifies the defires and af<* 
f^^Him^ of a devout and religious Soul ! Thou 
lieeft how hard andt^ck Iron is, when it is not 
Beer the Fire, and how bright and tradable it 
becomes in the Fire, and is^ not this the true 
Pi^re of a Sinner ? While he is a Uratigtt 
totke Law of God, he hardens his Heart as 
Ffinc and Adamaor, no threamings pierco 
Mm, BO promtfes prev^iil with him, no Judg- 
ments fright hitti, no Providences inove him^ 
tko Mercies mdt him, he defies the whde Ar- 
tsont of God, and fighteth againft him ; his 
fins (land fiiff, his lulls remain unfliaken} h« 
feeds Bpon- God's Blefilngs as S^ne do upon 

Z X Acorns, 
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without minding the Hand that throws them 
down ; He hears Sermons, but they awake 
him not ; He is intreated, but flights the Invi- 
tation ; He is reprovedi but laughs at the re- 
prehenfion; but when that holy Fire, the Love 
of God, enters into his Heart, how flexible^ 
how tradable, doth he grow ? How doth the 
Love of God conftrain him. to avoid fin, and to 
bid defiance to all the works of darknefs? He 
that before fcorned to hear the glad tidings of 
the Gofpel, how doth he now fubmic to Chrift's 
eafie Yoke ? He that before thought fuch a duty 
wnfit and improper for a Perfon of his quality^ 
how chearfuUy doth he now bow and yield to 
it ? He that before had a thotifand excufes, why 
be could not do what Chrifl enjoyns him, how 
doth he now lay all thofe idle Apologies by ? 
He that before was churliih, becomes now af- 
fable and courteous : He that before was apt 
%o be very angry at the lead affront, now bears 
ic more 'quietly; He that before put off the 
Eternal God with the meaneil of his endea- 
vours, now is willing to give him the fat and 
ilrength of his affedions : He that before could 
hear Miniflers call to him, and call again with- 
out effeft, now cries out, Sirs^ what muft Ida 
to be/aved? He that before could not be per- 
f waded to walk in the flrdght way, now runs 
in the way of God's Commandments. Blefled 
Fire, which, like the hallowed flames of Hea- 
ven, confumes not, but illuminates ; never 
fuffers the Heart to be hardened, but purifies 
it ; doth not firaighten the Soul, but elevates 
it ; doth not clog^ but refine it ; doth not con- 

w , . found, 
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founds bat fublime it ; deftroys the drofs^ but 
preferve$ the Gold; and burns away all un- 
clean and inordinate pafRons, and all immo- 
derate cares of this World, but raifesthe Soul 
above the World, and engages it to fly above 
thofe things, which ferve only to fill Mens 
hearts with anguifh and vexation. 

Lay afide this objeft for a little while, O my 
Soul, and look updn thajt Earth thou walkeft 
on; this is the Place, our Bodies muftnecefTa- 
rily reft in. But when thou feeft the centre of 
all heavy Bodies, forget not to think who it is, 
that is thy proper Centre and Refting-place ; 
Tliat's a groanmg, bleeding, dying Saviour. 
Thkik, O my Soul, on the Senfual and Luxuri- 
ous Men of this VVorld, what pains they take 
to find out reft for their Souls ; like Spiders, 
they run from one Herb to another, and yet 
cannot purge their Poifon, /• e. their difcontent, 
away ; they give themfelves to Wine, lay hold 
on Folly, make them great Works, build them 
Houfes, plant them Vineyards, make them Gar- 
dens and Orchards, and plant Trees in them of 
all kind of Fruits; get them Servants and Mai- 
dens, procure ample poffeflions of great and 
fmall Cattle; gather Silver and Gold, get them 
Men-fingers and Women-fingers, and all the 
delights of the Sons of Men ; and whatfoever 
their Eyes defire, they keep it not from them, 
Ecclef-L. 3, 4,^r. But when, with the 4$^^^- 
rites^ they have rolled on Beds of Violets, 
and tofiTed their fancies from one pleafure to 
another, and come to ftand on the brink of 
l^nother World, they find to their forrow, when 

% I 'cis 
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*cis tooUte, that here is not thdr re^ and that 
their Souls can reft no where bat where ii^oite 
fatisfadion is to be hadieventnGod, blefiedfbr 
evermore. God is thy Reft indeed, O ray Soul ; 
and when thou canft hide thy felf in the wotmds 
of thy great Redeemer, then, then thou art fafe, 
and the Gates of Hell are not able to prevail 
againft it. 

Canft thou fee how plentifully the Earth pror 
vides for Mankind, and forget what prpvifi- 
on God makes for thee that thou may'll not 
mifs oi the Crown of Rjgbteoufnefs hereafter?. 
And when thou feeft bow aH things the£aErtli 
produces, praife their Creator in their way, and 
ihew forth hi$ Glory ; canft thou be filent, ot 
forbear to be perpetually extdling the goodnefe 
of that God, who hath given thee a Tongue on 
purpofe to {peak thofe Fraifes, \;^reof other 
Creatures make but a dun^ ftew? Tfaon feeft 
how this Earth produces Gold and Silver; and 
bow beautiful the Carpets are, on which it in- 
vites her Inhabitants to walk : And if this Earth 
be fo glorious, what will Heaven be ? If the 
Houfe which God vo«cbfafed to his Enemies 
be fo fplendid, what will his own Palace bcv 
where none but himfelf and his fervants fkall 
dwell for ever ? If the outward Court be fo 
Magnificent, what m«ft the Prefence-Chamber 
of the King of Kings be I If Gdd and SUvet 
by their glittering dazle the Eye& of Spefiators 
here, whac will the beatifical ^fencc of hU 
vtighty God do, which is beyond all the fiiine 
M luftre that G^d. and precious Stones af- 
ford ? 

From 
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From the Earth, O my Soul^ launch out into 
the Waters ; how ufeful are the Leflbos faggefl- 
ed to thee by tlus Element ? Canit thou look up- 
on Water, and not refled on the Grace of God, 
which hath appeared to all Men ? How this 
waihes the Souls Qf Believers from all filthine& 
both of Fle0i and Spirit ; how it quenches the 
fire of $i|fiii Lulls in Men ; how it takes away 
Mens tlurft,and greedinefs, after the fublunary 
comforts ; how it cools (he Soul under the grea.- 
tefi heat of Mifery ; how it makes many of one 
mind, as the innumerable Atomes of Flower go 
together in Water, to make up one Loaf of 
Bread, and unites Millions of Men, under one 
- Head, the Lord 'jefus Chrifi. Behold the Springs 
and jPountains, which, like Pearls, adorn the 
curious Fabrick of the Earth ; canfi thou call 
Jthem Fountains, and doth not that Name put 
thee in mind of the Fountain of Life, the Foun- 
tain of Wifdomithe Fp^ntain of Living Waters, 
and the Fountain opened for the Houfe of Ju- 
d^hzrA j^f r4^/(r|«,for Sin and forUncleanhefs? 
Pq but think what riches flow from that ever- 
lailii^ Spring J Thy God is the veryFountain of 
all Beings : m him, and to him,and through him, 
#re all things ; he depends on no Caufes, he hath 
need of no afliftance, nothing can hurt him, but 
fill things depend upon him ; he is the beginning 
of all things without a beginning, the end with- 
out end ; the great Cai^e without a Caufe ; Infi- 
nite, Unlimited, Immenfe and Incomprehend^ 
ble Refresh thy felf, O my Soul, in this never- 
failing and inexhauQible Fountain ; Admire him. 
Serve him, lliOve him, Oefire hii^, defpife all 
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other things in conaparifon of him, for he alone 
can fupply all thy Wants and Neceffitiesf, co.n- 
tent thy affeftlons here, and fill thee with ever- 
lafting Comfort hereafter. 

III. It wonderftilly fupportsMen under AflSi-? 
Aions,for our impatience lies in our minds, an4 
where the Difeafe begins, there it's fit the Core 
fliould begin ; but, which way fhould the Mind 
be cur'd but by Confideration ? It's this muft 
anfwer all the Obje^ons that Fleih and Blood 
fuggeil to the Mind ; It's this mult filence all 
the arguments, which feem to juftifie our mur- 
mivs againft the difmal providehce we meet 
withal, and the thoughts which caufe our dif- 
content muft be expelled by thoughts of our 
demerits, and God's juftice ; and without all 
peradventure, that Man Ihall be able to bear 
his tribulation better, that thus reafons the cafe 
with himfelf. Why art thou caft down O my 
Soul, and why art thou fo dif<][uieted within 
ine ? Hath thy God a hand in this afflidion, or 
hath he not? If he hath not. Where is his Pro- 
vidence ? If he hath, Why doft thou grumble ? 
Doth not thy God know betterj what is expe- 
dient for thee, than thyfelf? Is he all- wife, and 
doth not he know what Mediciues are fitteft 
for thee ? Thou art his Creature, and may xmosl 
he do with his own what he pleafes ? Thou haft 
fmned ^ainft him, and muft not he correct 
thee ? Thou haft affronted bim, and muft not 
he ufe his Rod ? Thou haft forfaken him, an^ 
muft not he fliew his difbleafure againft thy fa- 
gratitude ? Doft not thou corred thy Child 
when he is ftubbom \ And doft thou let thy 
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Servant go without cbidingy that doth ne^eft 
l:hebufinefs thou haft recommended to his care? 
may be, thou haft ferved thy Gqd, and led f fo- 
berl.ife ; bur, was it aLife fd blame}efs» that it 
fiad no defeds ? And muft not thofe defeds en« 
dure that fiery Tryal, that they may be burnt a* 
way ? Haft thou received the good at the hand 
of the Lord) and (halt not thou receive the ^vil 
jilfo ? How' long hath God fpared thee, who 
night long ago have poured out the Vials of his 
Wrath upon thee ? Haft not thou reafon to 
thank him for chaftifing thee but now, who 
might have done it much fooner? Alas! Why^ 
ihouldft thou think he doth thee wrong, by 
fending this crofs upon thee, who haft deferved 
no lefs than Damnation? Are not Rods gentler 
than Scorpions ? And Drops of God's Anger 
more tolerable than Floods of his Difpleafure ? 
Thou art in pain ; but what is this to Hell Fire ? 
Thou art in Torment ; but what is this to the 
Agonies the unhappy Spirits in the burning Lake 
endure ? How great a Mercy is it, that it is not 
worfe with thee ? The W ater s of Morah^ which 
are but to the Ankles now. How foon might 
God increafe them to the Knees, and make them 
a River that could not be paffid over ? And he 
that doth but frown now. How eafily might he 
Thunder? Confider, O my Soul, thou art not 
called to PerfecutioD, to Gibbets, to Fire, to the 
Sword, to Grid-irons,to wild Beafts,as the Mar- 
tyrs of old were : If thou complaineft now, what 
wouldft thou do, if thou wert calfd to Martyr- 
dom ? Look upon Je/us^the Auchor,and Captain 
pf thy S^vation^ who was made perfed thro' fuf- 

ferings: 
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li^riagi: Art thoa better thia the Son of God? 
Loc^ upon the Apoftles, look upon the Pri- 
mitive Saints thtt w«re torn afiinder* floned,flaia 
with the Sword* waodred afoout ia Sheep^^n^ 
ind Gott'^kias, were deAUaoe, tormented,affli- 
ded ; tad %xt thou a greater Saint than they? 
Why flioiddefi thou ezped better dealing at 
Ooa's Hwdsy thMi theyr Thou ar t not aloieio 
Miiiery { thou haft whole Armies of Holy jMcB 
to bear thee Company : Canft thou look apoo 
yonder HeaveBjaad repine \ Canit thoy behold 
ihat Glory, which God hath pre^red for th^ 
and think much of thefe fiery Trials? iThelxipes 
of a iCif^gdom makes a Captive (^riice va^^ 
chough he is in Prifon ; ana fliaU ^ot the hofies 
4>f yonder Joys keep thy Heart 'from finl^ogl 
Wnen a Socrates can cheariiilly fubmit tq w 
imjuft Sentence of the AthenUns, upon so o* 
ther account but thiSf becaufe it was God's 
Will) Shalt thou, who art aCbrifiian. lie fret* 
tins at thy trouble, as if thou meainedft to refift 
ancTcontroul God's Will? Wile not thou{i^ 
God leave to ufe that privilege in this gre>t 
Houfe, the Worlds which every Peafant afes 
in his Cottage, and lay what burthens hej^f^^ 
on his Servants ? Shall he fay, Su^er thou tfai$ 
AfBidion ; and wilt thou anfwer with that ill- 
oatured Son in the Gofpel, / will not ? Lo(^« 
O my Soul, look upon the benefit thou wilj 
receive by this Providence j thou waft prond 
before, ftay a while, and this calamity ^'1' 
make thee humble ; thou didft defpile thy 
God before, have a little, patirace, and this 
trouble will drive thee hence to thyFatheM 
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Hoiife $ tfaon didft play with thti BrttnH thy 
Fftthergave t))ee,thiscrofs will tetcb thee hovr 
to ptiit it ; thou didft trail too much to thiiM 
owa fireagth, this comity will make thee re- 
lie altogetner upon hitiif who hath mt>iiMft4 
to be thyRefiige,thyHidiDg-place,thyFortf«fi» 
thy Dehverer, thy ftront Tower, and the Horn 
of thy Salvation : God knows what thou wanc-> 
^ and how thy wcmts muft be fuelled ; He 
iees Profperity would undo thee ; he there- 
fore takes it away, and like a tender Fathers 
cries, 2)0 tby fiUf^ n* barm : He fees fuch t 
Blefling would make thee furfeir, be therefore 
wifely prevents thy difeafe, by depriving thee 
of that Mercy : He fees fuch a comfort would 
i>e but a KuK, or Sword in thy Hand, and kill 
thee $ he therefore fnatches it away, becanfe he 
would preferve thee ftom eternal Rain .: He 
fees thou art too BMich in love with ihi$ W(M:ld« 
be therefore embitters thy fweet Morfels, to 
BOAke thee weary of this barren Wildemefs,and 
in love with that Kingdom that fades not away, 
Poft thou blame a Phy£cian, becaufe he gives 
his Patient a Intter Potion ? And, wilt thou 
blame thy God, for not pleafuring thy Palate 
Wfth Dunties u*iuch would increafe thy Dii^ 
flemper ? Wouldiit thou follow thy SaWour in 
Sun^fliine only, and not go with him into the 
Garden of Gethjimane ? Wouldil thou iiiberit 
hts Crown of Glory, without wearing hisCrown 
of Thorns here i W (mldft thou be with him on 
Mount Tsior only, and not acctMapany him 
to Goiptbai Wouldft thou be about him only, 
when he rides im triumph into Jtrufshmf 

and 
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*nd fbr&k^ him in the Defert ? Woiildft thou 
follow hira only while the Losves do lafl^ 
and abandon him when be wants Bread for 
the Maltitnde? Wouldft thou own him only* 
when Men cry Hofanna^ and run away from 
himiy when they cry out Crucifie him? Wile 
thou eat of the fame Bread he doth^ and not 
drink of his Cup coo? God would fave thee 
by that burthen which lies upon thee ; and 
doft thou prefer a little Froth before an eter- 
nal weight of BlefTednefs? Hadil thou rather 
enjoy thy good things here, than lie with La^ 
f^rus in Ahraham^^ Bofom ? God fees thou 
canft not be happy without this AffliAion ; and 
wilt thou prefer living delicioufly for|a few days, 
before the rich Banquet God hath prepared tor 
his favourites in Taradife? O my Soul, it's but 
a little while yet, and thy Prifon will be chan- 

g^d into a Palace, thy Poverty into Eternal 
iches, thy Bondage into perfea Liberty, thy 
Perfecution into endlefs Joys, thy Mourning 
Songs into Hallelujahs, thy Sorrow into Rivers 
of Delight. Al^s! What is a Prifon? God's 
Prefence can make it a Heaven ? Walls cannot 
keep out the Smiles and Glory of the Higheft. 
What is Poverty ? It may confift with being 
God's Jewel ; and he that hath nothing in this 
World to boail of, may have an incorruptible 
Crown to lay hold of, and be really richer than 
the wealthieft of Mankind. What are Slan« 
ders and Reproaches? They cannot hurt the 
Soul, whatever injury they may do the Body; 
they come fometimes from Man, whofe Tongue 
is no llander; and, while thou art innocent in 

the 
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the fight of God) thou art 4 Crown of Glory in 
the band of the Lord^ and a Royal Diadem in 
the band (j^ thy God i andiffoi how Uttle need'ft . 
thou matter the good Opinion and Efieem o£ 
Men, efpecially when thy Innocence fhall be pro^ 
claim'd one day in the Ears of the whole World? 
\V hat is Perfecucion ? A Cloud which foon paiTes 
away, and he that chearfully endures it, great is 
his reward in Heaven. Defpair not, O my Soul, 
thou haft to deal with a God, who will lay no. 
more upon thee than thou art able to bear, but 
with the temptation will make thee a way to 
efcape> that thou may 'ft be able to bear it ; one 
that doth not afilid the Children of Men wil- 
lingly ; one that will certainly, if thou obftru£fc 
not his Operation by thy unbelief, fo order thy 
Winter^ that a moft glorious Spring^rA Summer 
ihall follow it« ' .' 

May be thy troubles are altogether Spirit naU 
and thou doll not compkin fo much, oecaufe 
thou art deftitute of outward Conveniences, as 
becaufe thy God is departed from thee : A deep 
fenfe of thy Sins affli^s thee, thou feeft the 
Wrath of God hovering over thee, and God 
hides his Face from thee ; thou art afraid thou 
doft not belong to him ; thou feeft not thy 
former Tokens, nor feelett thofe gracious In* 
fluences, :which formerly watered and enriched 
all thy Faculties : But haft thou fuch low conceits 
of the everlafting Kindnefs of thy Qod, O my 
Soul ! Why fhouldft thou believe he hath for- 
faken thee, whenhe doth give thee daily Tefti- 
monies of his Love? What greater auura&ce 
ca&ft thou have of God's Love to thee, and of 
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Ghrift's kind ThoiKhts tovrtrds thee, than % 
wcarki^s of Sin ? Haft not thou heard thy &• 
vionr call, Come to me, Mye thst trewtity 
4m4 heavy losdeHi amd I wiU give ye reft ^ Art 
not tboa weary of Iniquity ? tiadft not thoa ra- 
ther be rid of that Burthen than keep it ? If 
tboa art not heartily refotved to part with it, 
why doft thou complain i W hat makes thee cry 
oat, O wretched creature that I am, whjhtU 
deliver me from the hed^ of this death ? What 
nakes thee wifh, that what thou haft done againil 
God, were undone? What makes thee unid 
of offending God? Why doft thou weep? 
Why doft thou watch againft thyCorrimtiofis? 
What makes thee angry with thy felf ft>r dif- 
fdeafing God? What makes thee breathe and 
pant Mter Chrift, as the woonded Hart pants 
after the Water Brooks ? What makes Chriil 
£0 fweet, and Sin fo bitter to thee ? What 
makes thee afliam'd of looking up to Heaven? 
Wh«tce is it, that all the Preferment and 
Ridies of this World cannot tempt thee to fia 
wilfully ? Whence is it that thou deiighteft 
lot in the Company of finners, hut thy delight 
is chiefly in them that fear the Lord ? V thefe 
be not ugns of Grjice, what CharaAer of Mer- 
cy wouldft thou have ? Hath not thy Godfaid, 
that he'll love thofe that do love him ? If thoo 
loveft him not, why art thou reftlefe till thou en- 
joyeft him ? If thou loveft him not, why doQ. 
tliou defire him ? Why art thon wiilins to fellow 
him through Mifery, and the greateit troubH 
to be for ever with him ? Thou haft in^irtuties 

to wreftle withal, but hath not thy God pro- 
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mifed thee, that helfbtidfe Satan nftder thy feet 
ihonly ? Thoa canft not totally mafler fach 
p a corruption) but doft not thon fig^t againft 
it ? Thou meeteft with tetoptationsj but doft 
not thou gfapt^e with thetn ? Satan fellows 
thee, but dolt not thou refill him ? Thy Gon- 
fcience terrifies thee, but haft not thou the 
Crofs of Chrift to flie to ? If God had a Mind to 
kill thee, would he have fliewn thee all thefe 
things i If God were gone from th^e, would 
not his Spirit be gone too? If thou haft not the 
Smrit of God, what mean thy longings after 
God ' W hat means thy Love to a Spiritual Life? 
Why doft thou pray foeameftly for the Fruit of 
the S{«rit? Why art thou altogether for « 
clean Heart, and for renewing of a tieht^- 
rit within thee? Are they not the figas of 
God*s Spirit, that warms thy Aife6Uons, and 
makes interceffion for thee with grosnings that 
cannot be utter'd ? God feems to go away, that 
thou may'ft cry more earneftly after him, and 
clouds his comforts, that thou may'ft fue for 
them with greater importunity ; he lets thee 
fink a little, that thou may'ft cry with a Iqudet 
Voice, Lprd /ave «w, •f eife I perifhs and 
f&lls afteep in the Ship, that thou may'ft take 
the greater pains to wake him. He fees thou, 
groweft weary of his Favour, he therefore dark- 
ens it, that thou may'ft be at {ome trouble tore- 
cover it, and having; recovered it, fbt a greater 
price upon it ; he withdraws himfetf for a white, 
that at his rettun thy Joy may be faller; and 
bids tys gracious inihiences ftop a while, that 
when they flow in upon thee again, they may 
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fin all thy Faculties with neater gladnefs; 
fhou canft not perform thy Duties with that 
alacrity and chearfulnefs thou defireft, but 
hail not thou reafon to blefs God, that thou 
doft in good eartieftdefire to do better?W asHea- 
ven purchafed in a moment, or Sin conquered in 
an Hour? Is not the way to Life a race, where 
Men muft run on till they reach the Mark ? Go 
OB, O my Soul, goon; the farther thou pro- 
ceedeft in God*s ways, the fweeter thou wilt 
find them ; the more thou ftriveft, the more 
thou'lt conquer ; and the oftener thou doit ad- 
drefs thy feif to God, the more thy dullnefsand 
wearinefs will vanifli ; and the more thou lookeft 
ui)on the everlailing Recompence, the greater 
mind thou wilt have to go on from Streogth to 
Strength. O my Sou^ hope in God, for 1 (ball 
yet praife him, who is the health of my Counte- 
nance, and my God. 

IV. It dijbofes a Man to be a worthy receiver of 
the Lord' s Supper. Indeed Ido not fee, hoWi 
without it, a Man can receive any bepefit by that 
BleiTed Sacrament; for it being an Ordinance de- 
figned chieily to impregnate the Soul with very 
flrong longings and breathings after a Crucified 
Saviour, with a deep fenfe of the incomprcben- 
fible Loveof God in Chriil Jefus, and withear- 
neilRefolutionsto Love and Obey him, before 
all the didates of Fleih and Blood, and of our 
carnal Intereil, it is not to be conceived, which 
way the Soul ihali arrive to all this, without 
coniideringthe End, Nature, and Advantages ^^ 

this 
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this Sacrament ; and it's probible, a Man may 
then be afiefted with this lublime Myttery,when 
he rouzes his Soul fome fuch way as this^ Doii 
thou rightly underitand^ O my Souly what thi9 
great and tremendous Ordinance means ? fie-^ 
hold, thou art going to fealtwith that God^wba 
ftretches out the Heavens like a Curt ainiMd lays 
the beams of his Chambers in the IVaters^ and 
makes the Clouds his Chariots^ and rideth upon 
the wings of the wind. What, Feaft with fo 
glorious a God, and come without a Wedding 
Garment ? Sup with him, who dwelleth in the 
Heavens, and not furifie thy /elf even as he is 
pure ? Can two walk together except they be 
agreed ? What fellowfliip hath Righteoufnels 
with Unrighteoufnefs } And what communion 
hath Light with Darknefs ? What concord hath 
Ghrift with Belial? What agreement hath the 
Temple of God with Idols ? This is the great 
Ordinance, O my Soul, which muft either pro- 
mote thy everlafting Happinefs, or aggravate 
thy everlafting Condemnation ; How happy 
may'ft thou be, if this Sacrament charms thee 
into a fervent Love to thy dear Redeenier ? 
But how wilt thou efcape, if thou negleft fa 
great Salvation ? Here are the greateft Engage-* 
mentSsthe greateft Motives to a Life, as becomes 
the Gofpel of Chrift, here God adjures thee (to 
ufe the Words of the Church) byChrifs agony 
and bloody fweat^ by his crofs and pajfion^ by 
his death and burial^ to bury thy unclean De-* 
fires, and inordinate AfFeftionSjand to dedicate 
thy felf, and all thou haft, to his fervice. Here 
is represented the greateft love that ever was 
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thee, that thou may'ft fee in his Hands iht print 
nf the Nails ^ aftd put thy finger into the J^riuf 
"ofhis Nailsj and thruft thine hand into hisjide^ 
and flielter thy felf under that wounded and 
mangled Body,againft the Wrath and Indignati- 
on of God. When the Sacred Wine is given 
thee, thou feeft how Chrift offers thee his Blood 
for the RemifSon of thy Sins. Canil thou behold 
fo great Love, and not iofe thy Reafon in the 
Admiration of its greatnefs? When thou feefl 
fuch condefcenfion, fuch kindnefs, fiich com- 
paflion, O can'ft thou forbear crying out, O my 
Lord! what do I fee? What mean thefe long- 
ings of Almighty God after my happinefs ? W hat 
means this induilry of that incompreheniible 
Being, to be at all this charge and pains to make 
xneblefTed I God that might Iport himfelf with 
myeverlafting groans, what heeded he have car- 
ed whether I were faved or no ? God^ who caa 
be happy without company, and needs no focie- 
ty but his own ; whence is it, that this mighty 
God humbles himfelf thus to Dull and Ames^ 
lays afide his Robes of Glory, and wooes me to 
be content to lie for ever in his Arms and Bofom ? 
Would no other remedy ferve turn to recover, 
me, but the death of the Son of God? God, oil 
whofe Laws I have trampled, whofe Authority I 
have flighted, whofe promifes and threatnings I 
have undervalued, that he fhould be thus con- 
cem'd for my welfare, arid contrive how to ad- 
Vance me unto Glory^and contrive it by fuchftu- 
pendious meaAs tod! WillGodfufrer,thatImay 
not? Will the Eternal die, that I may not fall 9 
ptey to the fecoad death ? Will God be Cro wn'd 
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vouchfafed to Men ; here the Son of God ap- 
pears all bloody to fright thee from thy Sins ; 
here Chritt is, as it were. Crucified before thine 
Eyes, that remembring what it was that brought 
him to his Crofs, thou may* ft tnournj as one that 
mourns for his only Son. Here Chrift appears 
laden with all the Bleffings of Heaven ; here 
the everlafting Trinity feems to ufe its utmoft 
endeavours to periiiade thee into a Heavenly 
Converfation : Here the Defert of Sin is difco*- 
vered in the Wounds and Torments of an infi- 
nite God; and hither thou commit, O mySooiy 
lo renew thy Baptifmal Vow r hither thou 
comeil to enter into a folemn Covenant with 
God, and faithfully to promife him to refi^ 
thy ielf entirely to him ; to fall out with him 
no more, to defile tYiy Garments no more ; to 
diihonour,to betray him no more ; to be faith- 
ful to hira, to vindicate his Glory, to efleem 
his Friends as thy Friends, and his Enemies as 
thy Enemies, and to live up to thofe Laws 
which he hath feal'd WMth his own Blood : To 
this end thou eatefl: of his Bread, and drinkeft 
of his Wine ; and thus thou fealeft the Cove- 
nant, Doft not thou remember, O my Soul, 
how the World was loft by eating of the for- 
bidden Tree ? Behold, by eating of this Tree 
of Life, thou flialt be faved for ever: in the 
breaking of the Confecrated Breads thou feefi, 
how Chrift's Body was broken for thee ; in 
pouring out of the Hallow' dWine^ thou feeil, 
how Chrift's Blood Was fpilt for thee: When 
the Holy Bread is reached out to thee, thou 
ieell Chrift reaching out his Crucified Body to 

thee. 
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thee, that thou may'ft fee in his Hands the/r/>r3f 
t^f the Nails^ and put thy finger into ihcp^iuf 
^fhis NailSi and thruft thine hand into hisjlde^ 
and Ihelter thy felf under that wounded and 
mangled Body^againft the Wrath and Indignati- 
on of God. When the Sacred Wine is given 
thee, thou feeft how Chrift offers thee his Blood 
for the Remiffion of thy Sins. Canft thou behold 
fo great Love, and not lofe thy Reafon in the 
Admiration of its greatnefs? when thou feeft 
fuch condefcenfion, fuch kindnefs, fuch com- 

Eaifion, O can'ft thou forbear crying out, O my 
.ord! what do I fee? What mean thefe long- 
ings of Almighty God after my happinefs ? W hat 
means this induftry of that incompreheniible 
Being, to be at all this charge and pains to make 
meblefled f God that might Iport himfelf with 
my everlafting groans, what needed he have car« 
ed whether I were faved or no ? God^ who can 
be happy without company, and needs no focie- 
t^ but tvs own; whence is it, that this mighty 
God humbles himfelf thus to Duft and Amesi 
lays afide his Robes of Glory, and wooes me to 
be content to lie for ever in his Arms and Bofom ? 
Would no other remedy ferve turn to recover, 
me, but the death of the Son of God? God, oh 
whofe Laws I have trampled, whofe Authority I 
have flighted, whofe promifes and threatnings I 
have undervalued, that he fhould be thus con-- 
cenl*d for my welfare, and contrive how to ad- 
Vance me unto Glory,and contrive it by fuch ftu- 
pendiousmeaAs too! WiiiGodfufFer,thatImay 
not? Will the Eternal die, that I may not falU 
ptey to the fecond death ? Will God be Croti^n'd 
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with Thorns, that I may wear an incorruptible 
Crown of Glory? Will God be affronted, abufed 
and fcorned, that I may inherit Glory and Ho- 
nour, and Immortality? What manner of Love 
is this ? Where is the fpring of it ? What's the im- 
pulfive caufe of it ? How full of Miracles is eve- 
ry circumilance here ? How pleafanc is this con* 
templation? What! God love a little Slime and 
Earth ? my God ! how wonderful is thy Love I 
It is all Ocean ; here is no fliore to fet my feet on ! 
Be alloniflied at it, O ye Heavens, and tremble, O 
thouEarth : The Eternal, the Immenfe Creator 
of Heaven and Karth, (loops to a miferable Crea- 
ture ! The God, who fills Heavenand Earth with 
hisPrefence,bows down toapoor inconfiderable 
Worm ! He that fits on the Circle of the Earth, 
and before whom all the Inhabitants of the Earth 
are as Graihoppers, humbles himfelf to take 
notice of a poor forlorn Wretch! Here is love 
indeed. Stay me with flaggons^ comfort me ivitb 
^fks\ my Head grows giddy with the Preci- 
pice : Here is an abyfs of Love, which I cannoc 
fathom ; my Head fwims at the fight of it ^SenTe 
can furniih me with nothing like it, I am filencVI ; 
here is a Love anfwers alt Arguments that are 
brought for going on in fin. Help me^ O thoa 
blefifed Spirit ; help me, O thou^ who art fairer 
thantheChildrenof Men} help me, thou w1h> 
art all Love and Life, help me to admire thy 
Love. In this Love are a tboufand Charms ; in 
this Love are omnipotent Enforcives to love 
God above all the World. Run, Q my Soul, 
run into this Banquering-Houfe, the Banner 
whereof i« Love. Is it fo» and mtkll thou have 
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perilbed, md been tmdone for ever, if the Son 
of Qoi had not come in the Flefli, and expiated 
thy Crimes, and doth not Almighty Love de- 
ferve thv Love ? See how the Ambitious lovr 
theApplaufe of Men, and wilt not thou love 
him who is brighter than the Sun ? See how the 
Rich Man is enamoured with his {lately Palace, 
and canft not thou love htm, who hath done that 
for thee, which no Friend, no Money, no Gold, 
no Silver could have purchafed, w;c. reconciling 
thee to ah offended God ? Wile rhou flight this 
Love, and hope to go unpunifli'd? Wilt thou 
make this Lo^e a Refuge for wilful Sins, and 
hope for the Light of Chriirs Countenance ? 
Will not he, who loved thee beyond all Prece- 
dents and Examples, double and treble his Indigo- 
nation upon thee, if this Love cannot melt thee 
into a truly Spiritual Life ? Could the Devils 
have but fuch an offer, of being partakers of the 
Love ofChrift, how would they rejoice and tri- 
umph, and love, and honour,and obey their God 
again, as once they did when they were Inhabi- 
tants of Heaven 1 and wilt thou be worfe than a 
Devil,and fpum at that Love which Angels Hand 
attonilhed at ? Were it thine own cafe, O my 
Soul; wouldtt not thou revenge fuch Ingrati-^ 
tude with all the feverity imaginable, and coom 
the Wretch that Ihould affront fuch condtrfcen-p 
fion, to the direft Flames ? Be wife, O thy Soul, 
and provoke not that God to fwear in his Wrath, 
that thou Ihalt never enter into his Reft, who 
flees unto thee on the Wings of Mercy to em- 
brace thee ; thou canft never have a mor^ glo- 
rious fight of God's Love, on this fide Heaven, 

A« J than 
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than is difcovered to thee in this Sacrament ; an4 
if ever ihou wouldllbe perfwaded torefign thy 
felf entirely to thy Bleffed Redeemer, make his 
Will thy W ill^ and defire what he deiires, and 
hate what he hates, and love what he loves* O 
come hither to theCrofs, and fee the Son of God 
weeping for thy fms ; come hither, and fee him 
fweat drops of Blood for thy iniquities, and of- 
feping thee Pardon and Reconciliation,andPeace 
with God, and accefs to the Throne of Grace, 
and Pnion and Communion with him; and if 
this be not enough, a Title to eternal Hap- 
pinefs, or a Hight to that Throne himfelf doth 
iit on. 

But V hy fo backward, O qiy Soul, to come 
to I he Table of thy Lord, ^'here thou may'fi 
drink Wine and Milk withput Money, and 
without Price j where thou may'ft be fatisfied 
as with Marrow and Fatnefs, and eat of the li- 
ving Bread, whereof whoever eats fhall live for 
j^ver? Hail thou forgot the perempto/y Com- 
mand of Chritt, T)o this in remembrance of me I 
Is this remembring thy deareft Friend, to think 
pf him folemnly but once or twice a Year I 
Snouldfl not thou remember him as often as 
^hou haft an opportunity ? bhould thy Saviour 
remember thee' no oftner than thou doft his 
Death and Paflion, how fearful would thy cpn- 
<3ition be ? Can(|: thou reprefent his Love too 
often to thy Mind and AfFeftions? Canft thou 
remember thy fins, that brought him to the 
prolVj tqo often? Art thou afraid of thinking 
too much of this Love, and confequently of 
being too Religious^ Aft thou afraid of beinc 

too 
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too much enamoured with thisjefus? Art thou 
afraid, that the fight of his broken Body will 
break th)^ Heart too much ? Art thou afraid, 
that the light of his efFufed Blood will make 
thee pour out too many Tears, and Prayers, and 
Praifes of his Love ? Confidering how dull, how 
dead thou art, thou hadft need come frequently 
to the Crofs, to have thy AfFeftions fuppledand 
foftned with this precious Blood : How frail is 
thy Memory, and is it not fit thou (houldft ref refli 
it often with the fight of Chrifl:'s incomprehen- 
fible Love ? Art thou afraid of renewing thy Re- 
pentance, thy Faith, thy Hope, thy Charity too 
often ? The oftner thou dott refort to this blcf- 
fed Communion, the greater will be thy ac- 
quaintance with thy belt of Friends; the greater 
fenfe thou wilt get of the need and want of him, 
the greater encouragement thou wilt find to imi- 
tate him in his Holinefs,Meeknefs, Patience, and 
Humility;and the greater affurance thou wilt get 
of his Love,and Favour,andPardon,and everlaft- 
ing Mercy ; And are thefe Blefllr^gs to be fcorned 
and undervalued ? Thou pretendeft want of pre- 
paration, but whofe fault is it that thou art not 
prepared ? What can hinder thee from preparati- 
on,but love to fin? And (hall love to a fenfual care- 
lefs Life hinder thee from laying hold of the 

greateftTreafure ? Will this plea hold,when thou 
lalt appear before the great Tribunal ? O my 
Soul, this is toexcufe fin by fin, and to defpife 
God's Ordinance, becaufe thou defpifeft his 
Commands; and how will this aggravate thy 
folly one day, and, fill thee with fhame and 
Jjorror! play not with everlafling Mercy, 

A a 4 let 
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let not bufinefs hinder thee from advancing thy 
Spiritual and Eternal lotereft ; remember what 
became of the Men that pretended they had 
K^rms to fee, and Oxen to try. and Wives to 
n?arry, when t^jey were invited to the Supper 
of the Latnb ; canit thou think of the Proteita- 
tion of fhe Mailer of thQ ^t9& againft thefp 
ftubborn Wretches, and not conclude thy Fate, 
by their being excluded from God's Favour for 
ever? If if b^ afenfe of thy own vilenefs and 
unworthinefs that keeps thise away, thou mifla* 
keit and mifreprefeoteil the Gopdnefs of thy 
l^ord and Matter. No Perfons more welcome 
^t his Table than the humble and broken-heart- 
ed ; none meet with a piore favourable recep- 
tion than the poor in Spirit; thpfe the cruqi- 
^ed Jefus prays for on his Crofs, Father for- 
give them ; and the everlafting Father hears, and 
iaith tothemi Beofgoodchear^yourjinsarefor- 
given you* 

V. It prepares a Man fqr an Evangelical Life 
hereon Earth -^ for he that freqpentfy confiders 
and contemplates the Joy^, the Triumphs, the 
Sceprers, the Crpwns, the Diadems of yonder 
Kingdom,the everlafting Love,and Peace and Sa«- 
tisfadion, which Angels ^nd glorified ^aiiits en- 
joy, cannot but think himfelfi during that Qon- 
fideration, in Heaven, and participating of that 
content and happiriefs, which is poiTeiTed by the 
j^eneral Aiiemply of the Firft-bprn which ar^ 
written in Heaven. Indeed, thisis to make Earth 
fi Heaven, and to change this Wildernefs into % 
Parj^dife^aClofetinto the Seat of (jlory, and a 
.iJeiart ii)to f hof? Regions qf I^lifs andH^ppihefs, 

How 
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How like an Angel may that Man live* that is 
often engaged in fuch Coniiderations as thefe. 
Heaven ! wnat do I hear ? Heaven 1 The Harbour 
of allladenand weaned Souls! Heaven! The 
end of all my forrow and miferies ! Heaven ! The 
Port I have been failing to thefe many years ! 
Heaven ! The Inheritance of thofe that keep 
themfelves unfpotted from the World ! Heaven ! 
The reft of God's Servant s, and the habitation of 
the Mourners in Sion ! Heaven ! The great mark 
of my deiires, the Anchor of my Hope, the 
Foundation of my Confidence ! Heaven! The 
Univerfity, where we fliall know even as we 
are known! How undifturbed, how quiet, do 
all the Inhabitants of thofe bleiled Maniions live ! 
There reft thofe Saints who were made as the 
^Ith of the World, and as the ofif-fcouring of 
all things. How different are the thoughts of 
God from thofe.of the World ? Thefe Men the 
World regarded noi^ behold God remembers 
them, and when he makes up his Jewels, fpares 
them, as a Man would fpare his own Son that 
ferves him ! There refis that Mary Magdaiettt 
that ftood behind Chrift at his feet, weeping, and 
wafhing his Feet with her Tears, and did wipe 
them with the hair of her head, and kifs'd them, 
iapd anointed his head with Ointment. There 
refts that Lasiarust who defired to be fed with 
the crumbs that fell from the Rich Man's Ta- 
ble. There refts that Davidt that made his 
Bed to fwim, and watered his Couch with his 
Tears. There feft all the Prophets of old, 
who through Faith fubdued Kingdoms, wrought 
^ighteoufnefsy ohtained Tromifis, fio^fed the 
' ' Moutbf 
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Mouths of Lionsj quenched the violenee of the 
Fire J efcaped the edge of the Sword^ out of 
weaknefs were made ftroHg^ waxed i>attant in 
fisihtt turned to flight the Armies of the Aliens. 
The Reft of all thofe Souls that looked for that 
bleffed hope, and the glorious appearance of 
their Saviour Jefns Chrift. The Reft of thofe 
Martyrs and Confeflbrs, that were ready, not 
only to fuffer, but to die alfo, for the Name 
of the Lord Jefus. There they reft, encircled 
with an eternal calm. There they reft, incom* 
pafTed with an innumerable company of An- 
gels. There they reft, furrounded with the 
Gracious Prefence of a merciful Grod. There 
they reft from all the calumnies and danders 
of this poor envious World. There they 
reft from all Ehrknefs, in eternal Light, and in 
the Beams of the Sun of Rtghteoufnefs, for 
ever. 

Awake,' O my Soul, awake, advance into 
yonder Regions of Glory, retire into yonder 
Faradife, leave this World, and go higher ; let 
thy thoughts tranfcend the Sun, and Moon, and 
Stars ; get before the Throne of God ; tike a 
view of the ftill Waters, whereof the vaft Ar- 
mies of Glorified Spirits drink ; where they are, 
there are no Wolves, no Tygers, no Bears, no 
Lions, as in this barren Wildernefs; in thofe 
happy (hadesisnonoife hvx^^x,o'iHallelujabs\ 
no Difcontent, no War, no Diflentions inhabit 
there; there all agree, there -fi/J^Ar^/i^ is no more 
again ft Manajfehy nor Manajfehzg^inii E^hraimf 
nor they both againft 3^«^^/&i but all are delight- 
ed with the everfafting Glory a|id Love of God ; 

th^rc 
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there they hu&ger and thirfi no more. Wonder^ 
fill change ! Heret O my SouU thou art ever 
tbii^iog afc«rGodias the dry Land thirfteth after 
Water ; there thou fhalc be iatisfied with him to 
all Eternity ; here thou longeft after the hidden 
JManna^ there it will never be taken from thee; 
here, like Siokmm\ Bride, by night on thy Bed 
thoufeek'fi him, who is altogether lovely ; there 
his Beauty and Prefence will ravifh thee for ever. 
Here, though thy defires after the Blefiings of 
God*s left hand, be fubordinate to thy defires af- 
ter fpiritual Mercies, and thy efleem of God pre- 
ponderates, and is highei^than thy efleem of any 
outward felicities ; yet, while fo nearly allied to 
jSenfe, thou canft not fo abandon Nature, as to 
liave no longings at all after External comforts, 
aod conveniencies ; but in Heaven, all perishing 
fublunary objeds are forgotten ; there thofe 
Friendsand Relations, thofe Children,thofe Ho- 
nours, thbfe Riches, which too often made too 
great an encroachment on thy Love, will be no 
attra^lives ; there thou wilt be contented with- 
out Bread, fatisfied without Drink ; the want of 
Cloaths will not trouble thee; thou wilt have no^ 
bier Friends than Father, and Mother, and Bre- 
thren andSillers to converfe withal;nobler Food, 
fhan the Delicacies of this World ; nobler attire, 
than Silk, or the foftefl Down can make; there 
^ill be no need of contriving how to get a 
livelihood : Palaces will not tempt thee, Gar«^ 
dens will not entice thee. Gold will not dazzle 
thee,the greatnefs of the W orld will afFefl: thee no 
more than Pebbles; the glittering Diamond \x^ill 
inake np impreffio^s on thee, f nd all thy wants 

and 
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and neceflities will be fally fupplied by an im- 
mortality of Joy, and Glory. Here the warm 
Sun of profperity makes thee fometimes forger, 
and negled the great work of thy Salvatioo, 
makes thee apt to ^row weary of Failing and 
Prayer, and Mortitication, and Self-denial, and 
apt to yield unto Satan's Temptations ; but 
there the Tempter muft tempt thee no more, he 
dares not fully thofe Chryflalline walks with hi« 
ileps, he dares not come near that Holy place, 
it'spaft his skill, how to incommode, ormold(l> 
aglorified Spirit. Here often, like Jonas^ thou 
ittteil rejoicing under thy Gourd and Vine, and 
while thou art folacing thy felf, the Gourd wi- 
thers, and the Sun fcorches thy Body, and thou 
groweft faint ; there this annoyance will have an 
end, there thou wilt live above the Sun, and that 
which is now thy Cieling, fhall be then thy 
Footilool. On Larth, when Chriji is pleafed 
to communicate himfelf unto thee, it's k^re a 
little J and there st little^ and he gives thee but 
fprinklings of his Grace ; for wbfle thou art in 
this Tabernacle of Flefli, thou art not capaci- 
ous enough to receive or entertain that ilupendi* 
ous Light in its full Virtue, and Power, and Ma<» 
jefty ; but when thy VefTel of Clay, thy Body, 
ih^U be (battered in Duft and Atomes, and 
ithou ihalc be freed from thy Prifon, and live 
like thy felf, all Underftanding, alllnteUef^, all 
Spirit, the Sun that ihines in thehigheft Hea- 
vens, and irradiates thp Throne of God, even 
the Lord Jejks Chriji^ will then reveal himfelf 
to thee, in his full Splendor and Glory ; thine 
Eyes will then be itrong enough to look upon that 

glonou§ 
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glorious and immense Globe of Light, and thoa 
uiak be like unco the Angels of God ; thy extra-* 
vagant pallions will then ceafe forever; thy grief, 
thy jforrows, will have no admi ttance into thofe 
Seats of blifs, thoulc be refined then from ail 
thofe turbulent motions, which do now fo often 
difcompofe thy reft. Here the Death of a near 
Relation troubles thee, there thou wilt be above 
all trouble and vexation & here thine anger, like 
that of Mo/es J doihoftQu wax hot, becaufethou 
feeftthyGoddifhonoured, and. his Commands 
trampled upon ; there thou wilt fee no fuch dif- 
mal fights ; here a fin thou fall'ft into againft thy 
will, makes thee wifli for Rivers of Tears, there 
thy grief will be buried in eternal exultations, 
there thy pailions will be all calm, and, like water 
after a ftorm, look fmooth and quiet ; there will 
be no diforder in thy affedions, but like a Choir 
of tunable Voices, they'll meet in everlafting 
harmony ; there np amidion muft come after 
thee. Here, with Mofes^ thy Body may be 
thrown into the Water, with Jofe^h caft into 
Prifon, ^{i\kShadrackf Mejheck^ ^nd jihiinego, 
£ungintoa fiery Furnace, with ^anielhutntd 
into a Lion*s Den, ftoned with the Prophets,, 
crucified with St. Teter^ thrown down from a 
Precipice with St. James^ caft into a Kettle of 
boiling Oil with St. Johih thruft through with 
a Launce as St. Thomas^ bound to a Tree with 
St. Andrew f fity^dvjixh^t. Bartbokmew^ burnt 
with Tofycarfjtorn by wild Beafts with Ignatius^ 
in all which afflidions thou canft not but fympa-- 
thize with thy individual companion, tor it*s 
by thee that thy Body feels the torments it en- 
dures i 
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dares; but, inthatHeaveOi that glorious Hea-> 
¥en, no Enemy can reach thee; no Devil fright 
theCf no ftorm furprize thee^no Monarch frown 
OQ thee^ noSicknefs break thee, noIMftemper 
cruih thee, * no Age wafte thee, no Danger fhake 
thee, no Tyrant threaten thee, no Lyons meet^ 
thee, no Tygpr tear thee, no Sword pierce thee,"" 
BO publick Commotions ftartle thee ; the Sun 
ftall not light on thee, nor any heat, for thda 
art fecure under the fhadow of the Almighty's 
Wings for ever. The Lamb, which is in the 
midit of the Throne, fliall feed thee by his ever- 
lafting Society. Here it is, A tittle while ^ and sou 
fliall not fie me ; and again a little while^ andyou 
jhallfie me ; but there, with open face, and with- 
out a Glafs^ thou wilt look upon his Majefty for 
ever: Here C&rij/? comes and depans; there he 
will never remove out of thy fight ; there his 
everlailing love will fupport thee, there his 
kindnefs will be fubjed to Clouds and Eclipfes 
no more, there thou wilt not be able to turn 
thy Eyes away from him. This is that Lamb, 
that will give thee to drink of his evertaft- 
ing Springs, Sprinjgs which can never be drawn 
dry ; Springs, which can no more decay^ than 
the Son of God decays ; He is the everlafting 
Fountain of Delight, and in this Fountain thda 
'flialt bath and recreate thy felf for ever; bisAt** 
tributes, his Kingdom, his Beauty, frail charm 
and ravilh thee forever ; there thou ihalt be in 
an everlaffing ecftafie of joy, there thou wile 
not need to cry out^with ot, Bernard^ Holdt 
Lordf for my Heart is not able to contain thofi 
Joys which thou doft fi^ likerally Jffour out upon 
i .•*.'• •' • mei 
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me ; that everiafttng Fountain of joy uid content 
and fatis£adlon, (ball both fill and enable thee to 
bear that fulnefs of joy and ddight, which iOiali 
then appear unto thee ; the remembrance of 
ChriJPs Merits, and fienefits,and what CBrifthtd 
doneforthee, will then transport thee into ever- 
laftiog Praifes and CeJefbrations of his Goodndls, 
Songs as endlefs as thy duration will be. The Ri- 
vers chat water that Garden of God ihall bea 
ferfHuuMimkikt runningand flowing to all £- 
eecaky. In this Paradife are living, ao ilandiag 
Waters ; when Millions of Ages^arepiil, thy Gdo^ 
ry fliaU be ftill greoi and lively, and after many 
thottfands of years, thy htppine&, like AaroiC% 
Rod , fliall bud and blouom,and bear Fmii. O my 
Soul, when that inexhauftible Fountain £idet» 
and not till then, need':ft thou be a£raid that 
thy delights will fade ; there God will put aa 
end to all thy Tears ; What Rhetoridk can reach 
the favour ? The Tears thou didlft ihed for 
fin, the Tears which a dee^ fenfe of thy Spd- 
ritual poverty did force from thee, the. Tears 
which Tribulation and.Anguiih did conmiand 
irom thine Eyes, CheCe will all then be waflieda* 
way. 

: noiw amiabk une thy Tabemaelest Lord God 
of Hefts ! My Saui Jmgtth, yea erueu faint" 
etbyfor the Courts of the Lord: My heart 
and myflefif crystb out for the Laving God, When 
jhall Ivometp j^fear before thee ? W hen ihall 
I ihake ofif this Clog of the Flefh, and praife 
thee day and night in thyTdmple? When ihall 
I be fteedfrom this Earth and Drois, and do thy 
WilljOmyGod, without Let or Interruption? 
... O 
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O my Soul ! Doft thou believe fuch a Hea-^ 
veO) where no good fhall be abfent» and canft 
thou be hunting after the husks and empty (hells 
of fenfual pleafure ? How little do the Inhabi- 
tants of that New Jerufalem mind the Pomp 
and Grandeur of this W orld ? They have no- 
bler objeds to mind, and more delight^ em- 
l^oyments to take up their minds and thoughts : 
Didil thou live more in this Heaven, O my 
Soul, how wouldft thou look down upon this 
Earthi as an inconfiderable trifle ? How little 
wouldft thou regard what Man can do unto 
thee? How contentedly mighteft thou part 
with all that the World counts dear and pre- 
cious, for Chrifi his fake, as knowing that there 
is laid up for thee theCrownof Ri^hteoufneis, 
which the Righteous Judge will give to thee 
one day, and not only to thee, but toalhhofe 
that love his appearance? Look upon the 
Primitive Martyrs, O my Soul, they broiled 
in Flames, but looked uoon that Heaven and 
fmiled. St. Stephen haa a thoufand Stones 
flying about his Ears, but looks upon that 
Heaven, and the Glory of God appears upon 
his face. Abraham fojourns in the Land of Pro^ 
mife, as in a ilrange Country, dwelling in Ta- 
bernacles with Ifaac and Jacobs but looks for 
a City which hath Foundations, and goes on 
triumphing. Mofes fuffers affliction with the 
People of God, but hath refpeft unto the re- 
compence of Re ward,and efteems the Reproach 
of Chrifi grtzttx Riches than all the Trealures of 
Egypt. The Apoftles are fcourged and beaten 
for theTeftimony of 7o^)but looked upon tb^ 

rleaveOf 
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Hfeaven,and depart from the Council rejoyoiDg, 
becaufe they were counted worthy to fuffer for 
the Name of the Lord Jefus. St. Tduliivt times 
of the Jews receives forty llripes fave one,thrice 
is he beaten ^<^ith Rods,oncehe is ftonedjthrice 
he fuffer s Shipwrack, a Night and a Day he is in 
the Deep, in journeyings often, in cold and na-* 
kednefs.; but. What ails the Man? He fingSjhis 
JHcart dances for Joy upder all thefe Troubles. 
O my Soul, he faw, he faw^ that his light Affli- 
ftion, which was but for a Moment, would 
work for him a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory. 

. O my God^ give me but my Portion irt this 
Heaven," and I defire no more ; Come what will 
eome. Sword, Fire, Imptifonmentji Hunger, 
Thirll, Nakednefs, Difgrace, Reproach, Perils 
by Sea^ and Perils by Land, Enemies, Devils, 
Fiends, Poverty, Sicknefs, Exile, ®r. Here is 
a Jewel will counterbalance all. O give me but 
9 Room in that great Houfe, made without 
Hands, Eternal in the Heavens, and then cut, 
burn, torture, and afflift me, let Storms and 
Tempefts come, Fll fight againft them with my 
Title to that Jnherirancei which fades not a- 
w4y : This (hall quench all the fiery Darts of 
the Devili this fliall bear up my Head above 
Watery this fhall hufh all my difcdntented 
Thoughts ; this fliall be my Refuge in a Storm, 
my hiding place in Flames^ my Portion in Po* 
yertyi^ my Pillow in great Anguifti, my Liberty 
in Prifon^ my Cordial inTemptadonSi my Elixir 
in a Swoon, my Prop when I ftumble, my Lau- 
tel when it thunders, my Rock in Perfeeution, 

B b my 
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my Safeguard in Deftruftion, my Light io the 
midlt of Darknefs, my Gojhen in this Egyftj 
my Ship under the fierced Billows, my Shield 
when I am aflkulted, ray Helmet when I am in 
danger, my Encouragement when I do refift,my 
Crown when I conquer, my Manna in the Wil- 
dernefsi my Food in the Defart,my Rofe to fmell 
to in a Dungeon, my Guide in my Journey, my 
Pole-ftar in my Voyage, mv Staff in my Pilgri- 
mage, my Song in my Miiery, my All, when 
Death and Hell confpire into my Ruin. 

m 

VI. h makes a Man frudent and difcreet in 
fecular Affairs and Bufinefs. Confiderat ion, as 
it is a very great improvement of Man's Rea- 
fon, fo it can't but be veryufeful to him in go-» 
verning his fecular Affairs with difcretion. Gon- 
iideration makes a Man Mailer of his Reafon, 
and that Man muil needs ad more wifely, that 
hath his Reafon at Command,than he that makes 
it a flave to every flattering Paflion ; and fince 
it is confe^ed, that the fear of God hath that In* 
fluence upon all human Affairs, that it difpofes a 
Man to a wife and prudential management of 
them,Confideration mull of neceflity be of the 
fame Virtue and Efficacy,for this fear of God is 
the immediate produft of Confideration. I deny 
not, but Men, wife in Spiritual, are not always fo 
in Temporal, concerns; for either their fcrupo- 
lous Confciences, or ffear of having their Hearts 
carried out too much after the W orld, or their 
giving themfelves wholly to Heavenly Employ- 
ments, may m^i^e them carelefs and unmindfiil 
of things belonging to this World ; but ^11 in 

its 
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its Nature and Tendency, this Circamfpeftion 
in things, which concern a Chriftian's Soul, is 
able to feed Wifdom and Difcretion into his Car- 
riage and Behaviour, in things which appertain 
to this prefent Life ; hence, from a Man who 
ferioufly confiders he hath a Soul to be faved) 
you may expeft great Order in his Family, a 
prudent Forelight of Dangers, and a moderate 
Care to fliun them, great Temper in Difcourfe, 
and exaft Jtiftice in his Dealings,and rendring to 
all their Duties, Tri^«^^ to whom Tribute is due % 
Cuftom to whom Cujiom^ Fear to whom Fear^ Ho-^ 
nour to whom honour ; as the Apoftle's Phrafe 
iS) Rom. 13. 7. 

In all Probability it was the attentive Confide- 
ration of his Spiritual Concerns, that made^^^^- 
wd both valiant and prudent in Matters j as he 
is called, i J4i».i6« i8.and,towhat can weafcribe 
Jofiph's and DanieFs difcreet Government of 
themfelves, and their fecular Affairs, hot to that 
Piety and Goodnefs, which, by long anl ferious 
Confideration, they had fettled in their Breafls? 
When A Man^s ways pleafe the Lord^ he makes 
even his very Enemies to be at peace with him^ 
i. e, hedoibnot only by an extraordinary pro- 
vidence turn their Hearts towards him, but in- 
fufes Wifdom and Difcretion into his Soul,fo to 
behave hrmfelf towards his Enemies, that they 
cannot bat bury their Hatred, and return to 
their former Friendfliip and Civility, Trov. x&. 
7. He that confiders his ways, with reference 
Co his Etetnai Stare and Condition, his ways 
cannoC but pieafe the Lord, and fuch Wifdom, 
if he ftand not in \as own Light, will furely faU 
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to his j(hare,and hereof we need no other Proof, 
but common Experience. 

The Man who truly minds his everlafting In- 
tereft,and foconfiders the account he muft give 
to God, when this Life is ended, as to provide 
for that great and dreadful Audit, thinks himfelf 
obliged to ufe whsftCautioufnefs he can, that he 
may not wrong his God, his Soul, and his Neigh- 
bour; and this Cautioufnefs cannot but make 
him prudent in his fecular Vocation ; hence fuch 
a Man hath commonly his Wife, Children, and 
Servants, in better order than other Men, and 
mingles that Sweetnefs and Kindnefs with hii 
Gravity or Severity, that they may have Encou- 
ragement to love him, and dread offending a 
far greater Mailer in Heaven ; there is not that 
Difcontent, that Emulation, that ill Language, 
that Backbiting,that Luxury,that Extravagance, 
that Tumult in fuch a Man's Family, as is to be 
obferved in Houfes, where little of God and 
Eternity is regarded. Such a Perfon fpends in 
his Houfe no more but what is decent and con- 
venient, and fo provides for thofe of his own 
tJoufliold, as not to forget doing Good to the 
Levite^ and td the Widow^and to the Father lefs^ 
Deut, 14. 28,X9. His Speech is commonly with 
Grace, feafoned with Salt, full of Meeknefsand 
Gravity, and therefore lefs ofFenfive, and he 
takes heed that it may not be laid to his Charge, 
that he haih bellowed more to feed his Pride 
and Luxury, than C&r//?'s dillrefled Members ; 
and, in publick Affairs, or places of great Truft, 
fuch a Man as minds, firft Heaven, and then 
Earth> ufually difcovers far greater Wifdom in 
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Management of State-aJOTairs, than thofe who 
firfl mind Earth, and Heaven when they have 
nothing elfe to do ; for his Principles lead him 
fo to carry himfelf to Man, as not to affront his 
God, as to advife his King to nothing but what 
is truly great and glorious, and beneficial for 
the Realm he governs : And, as a Prince may 
confide in fuch a Perfon more than in a fenfual 
Man, fo he hath reafon to believe, that all things 
willprofper better in hisHand,than in the others, 
becaufe he firft feeks the Honour of God, and 
then the Happinefs of his King, and the Ho- 
nour of that Nation he is a Member of; which 
is a thing fo pleafing to God, that there is nor- 
thing more frequent with him, than to blefs 
fuch honeft Endeavours, and to crown them 
with Succefs and Profperity. 

And certainly, he that can confider, how to 
keep himfelf from the everlaf ling Evil, may with 

£reater Eafe prevent temporal Mifchief and 
danger, which depend upon the Imprudence of 
his Adions ; he that can row againft the Stream^ 
may with great Facility row with it ; he that caa 
chearfuUy go up the Hill, will find no great Dif* 
iiculty in going down ; he that can do that which 
bis Nature hath more than ordinary Averfion 
from, may more eafily do that which his Nature 
hath a ilrong Byafs and Inclination to : And he, 
whofe Mind will ferve him to turn away the 
ever burning Wrath of Almighty God, cannot 
want Judgment and Prudence to prevent the 
Wrath and Anger of thofe Men he converfes 
withal : And he that can, b)^ ferious Coniidera^ 
lion, Qialiie fure of a Seat in Heaven, cannot 
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vant Power to confider, how to mana^ the 
Eftate God hath given him in this Worlds to 
<3od's Glory, and his Neighbour's Good : And 
though Men, that are very confiderate in their 
Soul-concerns, do not always tife that Prudence 
we have mentioned in the Concerns of this pre- 
fent World ; yet it is fufficient, that if they will 
make ufe of that Light, and thofe Argumoits, 
which their Reafon,thus improved by Ccmfide- 
ration, dothfurnifli them withal, theymay moil 
certainly arrive to this Wifdom and Difcretion, 
in fecular Concerns and BufineiTes, which we 
have been fpeaking of. Indeed, it's very ratio- 
pal, that he that exercifes hisH^afon much, and 
examines the Nature, Ends, Caufes, Circnm« 
^anpes andConfequences of Things, as he muft 
do, that ferioufly confiders the things that be- 
long unto his everlaiting Peace, would arrive to 
inpre than ordinary Wifdom in other things ; 
tnd that he that's prudent in the greater, flionld 
b<? able to proceed prudently in lefler IVIatters ; 
that he iiffko is fnithful in tifttch, flxmld be 
faithful in a little alfi ; and that he who isjuft 
jn the true Richest Jhould be very juft fn tie 
^^mmon of unrigbffoujkefs t(fo, as wc rea4 
l^ukeiS, IP, j|. 
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Apathetical Exhortation to Men^ iX)ho are yet 
ftr angers to ajerious religious Li fc^ to confix- 
der their ways ; the wilfnlnefs oft heir negle£fj 
how dangerous it is ; how inexcu fable they are^ 
how inhuman to God^ and their own Souls ; how 
reafonaik Gods requefts are^ andhow juftly 
God may turn that fower of Confideration he 
hath given them^ into blindnefs andhardnefs of 
hearty fine e they makefo ill a ufe ofity &c. 

ND now, Reader, whoever thou art, 
that doft yet wallow, or allow thy felf 
in any known Sin, and art notfincere- 
lyreiolved toclofewith the terms of 
Chrifi's EternalGofpely let me adjure 
thecj by the Mercies of God, not to rejeft, or fu- 
percilioufly to defpife what here we have propo- 
fed. As thou art a Man, and oweil civility to all 
Creatures that have the iignature of Man up- 
on them, be but fo kind and civil to this Dif- 
courfes as to allow it foniieferious thoughts. Ei- 
ther thou hail a rational Soul, or thou haft not ; 
if thou haft, let me entreat thee, by the Bowels 
of J^fi^y to confider, whether this prefent 
World be all the Sphere that God intended it 
ihottld move in ; if it be not^ and if how to 
fecure the bap^rinefs of the World to come, be 
the chief thing this thy Soul is deligned for. 
Why wilt thou frufirate God in his expedation ? 
Why wilt thou go contrary to all Creatures, 
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and wilt not profecute the end for which thy 
3oul was made, and fhed into thy Body I That 
th^re is fuch a thing as a Life to come» and an 
Eternity of Joy and Torment ; theonepromifed 
to a firict and heavenly Converfation, the other 
threatped to a loofe and carelefs, or fenfoal Life, 
cannot be caird into queftion by him, that fhall 
impartially refleft upon the Premifes : It's cer- 
tain, the things which concern that other Life^ 
are not difcoyered by our Sehfes,and therefore 
thoQ canfl not hope to be affedted with them 
f hat way. It's thy Reafon only that can and mult 
apprehend that future State, and fo apprehend it, 
as to work upon thy AfFeftions.But which way is 
it poilible thy reafon ihbuld fo apprehend it, as to 
fright thee from thy evil Courfes, except it be 
improved by Confideration ? Sinner,! do here, in 
the prefence of God, conjure thee by all that's 
Good and Holy, by the intereil and welfare ojf 
thine own Soul, by all the Laws of Self-intereft, 
by the Revelations of the Son of God, by all that 
Cxod ever did for Mankind, by that love which 
(ranfceiids the underilandings of Men and An- 
gels, by the groans'of thofe miferable Souls which 
are now in Hell, by all the joys of Paradife,by the 
jteftimony of thine own Gonfcience, by all the 
motions of God's Spirit in thy Heart, by all th6 
Mercies thou dbft receive from Heaven, by 
th^t Allegiance thou o weft to God, by that fiiith- 
fulnefs thou oweftto thine own Soul ; I do moil 
feripufly conjure thee to tell me, whether thoa 
^rt not able to cohfider the evil pf thy Cdurfes, 
the beiuty of God's Ways,and the fad confequen- 
M% of fenfuality ; thou denieft thy own Being:, 
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denieft God^s Favour to thy Soul, denieft the 
Glory of thy Creation, denied the moil vifible 
and the inoilapparent thing in the World^if thou 
denieft thy Ability in this Point ; and if thou art 
able to confider lb much, What injuftice can it 
be in God to demand an account of this Confi- 
4eration ? Wherein doth he do thee an Injury, if 
he demand what rhou hail done with this Power? 
Wert thou in God's Head, would'ftnot thou re- 
quire the fame account of thy Servant, on whom 
thou hadil beflowed fuch a Talent ? If thou art 
able and wilt not take thy fmfulnefs intoferious 
Coniideration, can there be any thing morejuft 
in the World than thy Damnation ? How eaiie 
were it for thee to lay home the danger thou art 
in ; and feeing it is fo eaiie. How juft is it with 
God to let thee periih in that danger, thou art 
refolv'd, indefpightof all God's Endeavours to 
the contrary, to tall and fink into? OChriilian, 
how dreadful will it be for thee, when Chriil 
fhall depart from thee, with this doleful excla- 
mation. How often would I have gathered thee^ 
as a Hen doth gather her Chickens under her 
Wings J and thou wouldeft not ? H^ouldeji not ? 
This is it that makes thy everlafting tormenifs 
juft. Sinner, that God ihould invite thee to 
fieaven, and thou put him off with this Anfwer, 
J will not ! That God ihould carefs thee to be- 
come his Darling, and thou voluntarily and freely 
lift thy felf in the Catalogue of the Devil's Fa- 
vourites and Votaries! That God ihould leave 
tio means untried, to melt thy ftubborn Heart, 
and thou defperately fight againft his Heaven ! 
%x\di when he would thruft thee into it, violently 
' break 
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br«ak loofe from him, and lay force upon 
Damnation ! How inexcufable will this make 
thee? What Man, what Angel, can or dare 

gead for thee, after fuch horrid wilfuinefs i 
y it thou ihutteil up all Mens Compaifion 
againft thee. Were thy Error an Infirmity, at 
had invincible Ignorance caufed thy Folly, 
fome or other poilibiy might be moved to 
fpeak in favour of thy concerns ; but that thou, 
knowing the Will of God, and having power 
to think what the end of thy courfes will Jbe, 
And power to avoid the danger, and power 
to (Mray for help, a gracious God to encourage 
^ee, a glorious Reward to entice thee, Eter<- 
{lity to fright thee, the everlalling Gulph to 
ilartle thee, (houldft in defpight of all thdfe 
Motives, wilfully and malicioully ffaua thine 
own cure ! This is a malady which no Crea- 
ture can juftly ihed a tear, or frame an Apo- 
logy for. Be aitoniihed, O ye Heavens, and 
tremble, O thou Earth I Ye Angels, that re- 
joyce at a Sinner's Converiion here on Earth ; 
O all ye that pafs by, behold and fee whether 
there be a forrow as fuch a Sinner's forrow is ? 
We have read of Men that have eaten their 
Enemies, or Monflers that have devoured 
their own Children ; bat here is one devours 
himfelf, inhuman to a prodigy ! One that con- 
trives how to fliut himfelf out of Heaven, 
plots how to undermine his everlafting Salva- 
tion, and {Indies how to iink into the Dungeon 
of Defperation, 

Sirs, Whatis it that we are exhorting you un^ 
to? IsittodigdownMoiuitaiosf Isit toexhauil 
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the Sea ? Is it to pull down the Sun from his 
Orb ? Is it to reverfe the Courfe of Nature? Is 
it to work Miracles ? Is it to unhinge the 
£arth, or to flop the flux and reflux of the 
Ocean ? One would think, by the earneitnef s and 
vehemency of Expreifions we are forced to ule, 
that it muft be fomething beyond the power of 
Man : But no, all chat we keep this ftir for is 
only, that you would confent to be happy, coq«* 
trive how to inherit an incorruptible Crown, 
and think ieriduljiy how to efcape your own 
Torment; and needs there any intreacy for 
this ? One would think you ihould run to us»break 
downthe Doors of our Habitations, pull us out 
of our Studies, interrupt us though we were 
never fobufie, and importuneus,as that Widow 
did the Judge, and foUow us Day and Night to 
be fatisfied, the thing is of that importance. 
And Gtk ! did you but believe an Eternity, you 
would do fo. Believe! Why, what fhoulcH^in- 
der you from believing it? What Arguments 
can you defire tbat you have not f Can there 
be any thing fttrer than the Word of God ? Can 
there be a greater Witnefs than the Son of God ? 
God cannot deceive you, he cannot impofe up- 
on you, he cannot delude yon ; dare to believe 
him: Though you have not look'd into Hell, 
certainly there is one ; though you have not 
feen the Joys above, yet fuch Joys there are : 
And, to confider, to fiudy, to ponder, how to 
arrive to them, is the great thing we prefs upon 
you, as bein^ feafible of your danger, fenfible 
that Death Will arreft you before you are aware 
pf it, if nfible ^t niany ifao^nds are for ever 
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miferable for negleding fuch exhortations. O 
Sirs, we do not envy your worldly Happinefs ; 
we dare afTure you, that it is not any grudge we 
have againfty our profperity, that makes us put 
you in mind of thefe unwelcome LeiTons ; we 
nave a God calling upon us, to ftop you in your 
earneftnefs for the World : Woe to us, if we 
give you no warning ! Woe to you, if ye take no 
warning! If making provifion for the Fleih, to 
fulfil the Lufis thereof, would make you happy; 
if Rioting and Drunkennefs, Chambering and 
Wantonnefs, and rolling in all the Pleafures that 
yon Flefh does promife, and your Fancy pay, 
could contribute any thing to your felicity ; if 
folacing your felves in the wanton Streams of 
fenfual Delights would lead you into Paradife, 
we promife you we would not molefl or di« 
Hurb you in your ways ; nay, if you had not 
Souls to be laved, did your Spirits die with 

Jour Bodies, we would not itint you in your 
oUities. But oh! can we read, how the Wrath 
of God is revealed from Heaven againft all 
ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs of Men, and 
fee you fall a Prey to that Indignation? Can 
we read how Tribulation and Anguifli ihall cer- 
tainly fall upon every Soul that doth evil, and 
not fpeak to you to prevent it ? Can we read, 
how the Lord Jefus will e'er long come from 
Heaven in Flames of Fire, to take vengeance of 
thofe who have continued to difobey his Go? 
ibel, and ^q puni(h them with everlaflmgdeftru- 
aion from thePrefence of the Lord, and from 
the Glory qf his Power, and not call to you, 
iiepn'ifor thf Kingdom of Heaven is^ffand? 
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Can we read, how the unprofitable Servant, that 
made not ufe of his Talent, but buried it un- 
der ground, and would not watch or make him* 
felf ready to meet his Mafier, fhall be thrown 
into outer Darknefs, where there is howling 
and gnnihing of Teeth, and not beg of you to 
trimyour LampSy and arife from the Dead, that 
Chrifl: may give you Light? Can we remember, 
how many Millions lie now roaring under the 
fears and terrors of their own Confciences in a- 
nother W orld, that would not be perfuaded to 
part with their darling bofom Sins, till Death 
tore them away from them, and not teftifie 
unto you, leilyoualfo come into that place of 
torment ? Can we fee you fland upon the brink 
of dellru(^ion, and be fo cruel, as not to acquaint 
you with the bdttomlefs Gulph that's under-- 
nea t h ? W ould you have us to be as tyrannical to 
you, as you are to your own Souls? Or would 
you have us leap into everlafting burnings with 
you, for not reclaiming you from venturing into 
that Fire? 

Sirs, what is it that doth difcourage you from a 
lincereConfideration of your Spiritual Conditi- 
on? VV hat are you afraid or ? VV hy do you loiter ? 
W hy do you deliberate whether you fliall or no ? 
Why do youdifpute the Caufe? Why do ye fland 
mufing? What hinders you? Is there any impe- 
diment that you may not remove, if you 
will ? Had you been but a quarter of an hour 
in Hell, would not you call all thofe Men Sots 
and Fools, that now excufe their wilful negled 
of this W ork ? Would not you fee the vanity of 
their Pretences ? Would not you confefs, that all 
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thofe pretended clogs are mere Cobnrebs^ which 
may be broke through with the greateil eafe ? 
W ould you be frighted from this Doty by any 
te.mporal LofTes, as now you are? Are you afraid 
Men will laugh at you for being ferious i Had 
not you better be kughed at here, than be fcorn- 
ed by God and his holy Angels to all Eternity ? 
Had not you better be jeer 'd here, than have the 
great King of Heaven laugh at your endlefs Ca- 
lamityt and mock when your everlafting fears 
do come upon you? If a Fool laughs at you, do 
you regard it ? And why (hould you regard fuch 
Mens fcom any more than thelaughter of Fools? 
Aias they are diftempered in their Brains, they 
fee not the things that belong to their Peace, 
they know not what Religion means ! Will any 
Man give over the iludy ot Divinity, or La w, or 
Phyfick, becaufe the ignorant Peafant fneers at 
him ? Wilt a Tradefman leave his Calling, be* 
ca^ufe . fuch a Man makes Songs and Ballads 
upon't ? If you are perfuaded, that Confidera- 
tion, and longing after your Spiritual Concerns, 
is the way to real Happinefs, will you be mifera* 
ble, becaufe another Man will not have you to be 
haippy ? Wifl that Man that laughs at you for 
defpifing the W orld, fave you harmlefs at the 
Day of Judgment ? Will he bail you out, 
when Gmi's Thunders ihall break out upoa all 
difobediem Sinners ? WiU ke undertake for 
yciii, when God wili be abuf^d and nK>Gked 
no longer, and the Day of \m Wrath doth 
come ? Will he be your Advocate, when yon 
fliall have your Confciences pleading againil 
you? Alas, poor forlorn Wretches f He 
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will not be able to anfwer for himfelf, how then 
fhould he plead your caufe ? And if he can do 
you no fer vice, cannot fecure you againlt the an- 
ger of the Almighty, why win you be perfuaded 
by the Anger Or Difpleafure of a Man, though 
never fo great and powerful, to omit that, on 
which your eternal welfare doth depend ? 

Sinner, as light as thou makefl now of thisferi- 
ous refiedion on thy Spiritual concerns, thou 
mult confider them one time or other : If thou 
wilt not here, God will force thee to do it in 
Hell, whether thou wilt or no : Here Confidera- 
tion may do good, but there it will but aggra- 
vate thy torments ; here it may fnatch thee like ft 
Brand out of the Fire, there it will increafethy 
Flames ; here it may be a means to enlighten thee, 
there it will be a means to confound thee for 
ever. Proud, Self-conceited Man, who canft 
find no time for ferious Coniideration here ! In 
Hell thou wilt have time enough, and Oh, 
how many fad Hours will it caufe to confider^ 
how thou haft mifpent thy time, how thou 
haft flung away fo many precious Hours upon 
thy unlawful pleafures, how thou haft derided 
fuch a Sermon, hardened thy Heart uponfuch 
a Difcourfe, flighted God's motions to Re- 
pentance, fmothered the checks of thine own 
Confcience, preferred the World before Hea- 
ven, obeyed Man more than thy Creators fuf* 
fered every trivial outward Refpeft to call 
thee away from Devotion, miftrufted God's 
Providence, taken his Name in vain, laugh- 
ed at the wholfom Counfels of thy Parents 
and Teachers> defpifed thy Neighbours^ cen« 

fured 



384 ' The Great Law of 

fured their Adions more than thy own, taken 
thy fill of Sin, been weary of following Chrifl,* 
backward to any thing that's good, delighted 
with nothing but Vanity and Folly^ diihonoured 
God, diferaced Religion ; expofed it to con- 
tempt andfcorn,drawn others into Vice, laugh'd 
Meninto Folly, dragged them into Hell, mur-* 
thered their Souls as well as thy own, negleded 
thy Prayers, difreearded the Poor, oppreSed the 
Needy, been greedy after the World, and under- 
valued the Pains and Cod God did beilow to en^ 
tice thee to enter into his Reft ! At this time 
thou'lt be forced to confider, how great a 
Blefling thou haft refufed, what comfort thou 
haft deprived thy felf of, what a wife courfe 
thofe took, that would not be perfuaded by 
the vain carelefs World, to caft God's Law be^ 
hind them. But alas! thefe Coniiderations 
would then be too late; time was, when thou 
mighteft have confidered the odioufnefs of Sin^ 
and turned from thy evil ways; time was, when 
thou mighteft have confidered the abfolutene- 
ceflity of defpifing the World, and dedicated 
thy felf, thy Children, thy Life and Wealth to 
God *s Service; time was, when thou mighteft 
have confidered, that God's Mercy and Pa-^ 
tience did lead thee to Repentance, and fo 
have turned to God with all thy Heart, and this 
bad been to fecure God's Favour, and to enter 
thy name in the Book of Life ; but in Hell fuch 
Thoughts do but gnaw and fting the more, 
there they do but augment thy Sorrow and In- 
dignation againft thy felf; there they do but 
make thee weary of thy Life,^ and the worfl of 
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it is, that there thou canft not be rid of thefd 
Confiderations, they'll cdme into thy mind a« 
gainil thy Will ; here thou didfl tike pains to 
keep them out, th&re thoii canft not hinder 
them from bur thening and oppfeiling thy Soul i 
here bufinefs and mirth diverted thefflj there 
thou canft not fhake them ofT with all the In<^ 
duftry and Labour thdti canft ufe ; thou needft 
no accufer there^ thefe Confideratioris will be 
fufficient witnefles againft thee ; there^ therei 
thou'lt wifh, O that I had believed the PreacTieri 
oiF the World] I find thofe Men were in the rights 
I find they faw more than I did, I find they were 
not mi(!aken } if I had followed their advice, t 
had built my Houfe upon a Rock } I find they 
fpokenomore but reafon, t find they exhorted 
me to nothingbut what was fafe ana beneficial 
to my SouL Torgive me, ye Meii of God^ par- 
don my Contempt of your Zeal and Fervency^ 
O fend me fome Lazarusj that he may dip the 
tip of his Finger in Water, and cool my Tongue 2 
If your Prayers, if your Tears, if your Intteaties, 
if your Interceflions can prevail with God^ O 
help^ help, for I perifli in this Gulph! Plead 
with your God, (olicite for me at the ThrOne 
of Grace, double, treble your Cries aiid Suppli- 
cations i try whether God will have Mpfcy on 
mcj who have had no Mercy on my felf. • 1 am 
frighted, I am troubled on every fide; I would 
Stab my felf^ and cannot ; Die, and muft not 1 
Efcape, and dare not : Pity, pity 9 poor mifc- 
irable Wbrni I Will none relieve me ? Do all 
forfake me ? Do Men and Angels leave me ? 
IS there no Body to fpeak Comfort to me i h 
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there no *Doojr fpr GonfolatiQn ap^n ? Are all 
the Avenues w Mercy fla^it ? He^r, hear ye In* 
habitants of Heaven ! Are you deaf to my 
jGroans ? Are you grown Straijgers to Com- 
paifion? Where is your wonted Clemency ? 
Will.no Repentance touch the Heart of God ? 
Will no Sorrow move him ? Will no Apguiih 
jtnelt him? Dujl Citizens of that ^deilial Com- 
mon-wealth ! Areypu fo bufie with Hallelujahs 
fL% not to hear thefe Cries ? Arc you not fright- 
ed by thefe Sobs in your chearful Meloclics? 
Are you fo taken up, that nppe of yoji can 
look down into ihefp difmal VjiuJts ? 

Look ! yonder is the bright M^fesj the Mw 
whofe Face did fliine, rhat with bi^ Prayers difr 
comfited jim^hcky zvkdi \yhenJt^e AlmJ^ty 
would have deilroyed the Hoft f^JfraH^ llopd 
in the Gap, and blunted the cp^^i^mmg Ai^geFs 
Sword! Ij all hi$ Power goije? Is the Virtue of 
)iis Prayer loft? Ah ! will hg nott; Jpray , that this 
Wretch, this Wor»m, this pcjoj iVj^^Iefa^ftor, who 
would faki refVMjt^ may be fe| ffjce ? Where is 
'^^xjojhua t^at prayed for the Sun's lUadiM 
''111, JHHl it flood lli)| in the midu of Heaven: 

[ajh be no Prayer left to flop my Calamity, 
and to. give a Truce to my Torments? Wher^ 
}s that Elijah^ that prayed that tljerg migh^ be 
bo Rain, and ;there came no IVain for three 
Years and fix Months ? And cannot he pray 
that this Firie may go. out ? . . 

A thoufend fuch Cries will tjh^ii jbe in vain! 
Coniideration now would moft pertainly pre- 
vent thofe Cries; this would repr?fent the groans 
pf thofe wretchesiin that difmalPdlpniin fuch 
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Hvdy GbaraAers to thy mind, tbut thou wofMA 
be te&ltk till thou didft g^t into th,e i^raight 
vny that leads to Life } ana art not thou ready 
ro embrace it ? What Friend, what Enemy* what 
J)evil» .what Charm quenches the Fire of thy 
Refoltttions? Doit thou own God for thyOrea* 
tor And Governor, one rhat hath greater Rea* 
fon to command thee, than thy IVmce, or Ma« 
Ikr^ or Parents, and dofi thou refufe to obey 
him? Doft thou beltete, that whatever is ia 
Man, and can challenge Obedience,is more emi-> 
nencly in God ; and dofl thou fQruple to coqa- 
piy ixrith his WilR Wilt thou prove ft Rebel to 
tl^ Prince, a prodi^ Son to thy Father, an 
unfaithful Servttit to the be(t of Mailers ? Why 
ihouldftnot thou ttuft God with thy Soul ? Why 
ihouldft not thourluir at bis C«ll ? W hat is it. Sin** 
ner^ chat would make thee -take thy ways intd 
ferious Confiderafion ? Would a Miracle do it ? 
Why, thou haft as great R^itfon to believe, that 
tbofeMiracleS) iirlBch arc recordedin theOo^ 
pel to have been wr<H^t for, Confirmaticm of 
Chriil's Saying,> ttere really wrought, anc( per- 
foroied, as thou h«fltO believe the Reality oif a 
Alifacli^ if thotr ibeUldft fee one wrought be-* 
ibrethine Eyes. Eitter t hou belieyeii that thoi^ 
Mtraofes were wro^i^t by Chri^and hi$ Apa- 
illes, or <khoti tloft not ; if thou do^ nojt, why 
cloft hdt thoucKamin^ the€tfGum(ti|nces to b$ 
£ittsfied ? If thou dof^ v^hat need there any 
-mor^ Miracles? Bf thofe Mtfacles w^ hot per^ 
iuadethee, how fhould a new Mirajcte do it? 
nay* how fltoukl we be &re thcit ffaieSi^ of « 
•neiw Mintcle would work upon, thee ? How 
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foon would Time wear out the Memory of it, 
and leave thee as carelefs as it found thee ? Thou 
feeft miraculous Providences every day, and 
yet they move thee not ; that God fpares f^ch 
a rebellious finful Wretch as thou art, fo long, 
and after fo many thoufand Provocations, is a 
Miracle ; thou feeft Water turned into Wine 
tvery Year, for the infipid Liquor of the Vine 
is changed into another talle; thou feeft how 
from a dry Acorn a mighty Tree doth grow, 
which gives Proteftion to Men and Beafts, and 
to the Fowls of the Air ; thou knoweft how from 
that liquid Principle J6b doth fpeak of, A mam 
c loathed with skin and ftejhi a*d fenced with 
bones and Jinews^ rifes. Wvhlit mighty Miracles 
would thefebe,if they wfei-'enoticqmmoii? And 
yet none of ^thfefe ftir tnySooitOBBfleftferioufly, 
what thou miift d6tofcfc fcvedJ: Would-an au- 
dible Voice from Heavfcfl' do ic? Why^- how 
couldft thoii be fure it ciioe froirt Heaiven? And 
fhould a Voice dome to ttiee from the'Regions 
of fiiifs, fhould God vQuchfafe thee fud) a Mef- 
fage immediately from the Cloudy as this^ Re- 
turn J thou bai^kfiiding finkieTj and I 'miuU not 
caufe mine anger to falL 4^on thee ; for I am 
tnercifuly and -will not keep anger for ever. 
Only acknowledge thine' mifuity^ that thou haft 
tranfgrejfed a^infi the. Lwi\thy Go A and haft 
mot obeyed my Voice : Whyi it would be no 
more but what God hathlfaidafreadj^^it in^fat 
for the pr^fent furprize and j^rtle thee a fitrie; 
^ut if that Precept wriicen cannot work upon 
thy Soul, \\\ to be feared the Precept fpoke 
from Heaven would make no very famkig Im- 

preflioil 
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preffion upon thee. Thou art fufficiently af« 
fured, fo afllire4. that a Man of Reafon cannot 
jufily defire better /grounds, that God hath 
ipoke thofe Words to thee already ; and if God's 
repeating this Duty fo often in his Word can do 
good, what hope is there, that repealed again, 
it would draw thy ^eart away frorn Sin, and 
from the World ? .Woiild a Man's rifing from 
the Dead, do it ? .' Why,Chnft is rifen from the 
Dead, and is become the Firll- fruits of them 
that flept ; and he doth, with all the Protefta- 
tions that are fit for a God to make, afTufe thee, 
that he that believes not, that is, (hews not his 
Faith by his Wbrks, fliall be damned ; and 
would engage thy mind to ruminate upon that 
threatning,and to think which way thou mayed: 
flee, and be freed from that PeflruSion he 
fpeaks of: And why wilt thou not give Credit 
to what he faith ? Nay if thou Ihouldft fee a 
Spirit, theGhoft of one that liad been thy Ac- 
quaintance formerly, a Ghofl th^t fhould, by] 
wof ul Experience,ittform thee, that thofe thipgg, 
the Scripture fpeaks of, are undoubtedly tiru^, 
and that God will proceed exadly, according to 
what he hath promifed, and threatned there, it 
would more fatisfie thy Curiofity, than advance 
thy Piety : And theQueftion ftill may be, Whe- 
ther it would fatisfie thy Curiofity ? For it's 
pofiihle thou mayen; imagine^t that it might be 
a Deception of oight, and fo forget it, arid 
flight it, and make little of that Motive, Thp^ 
confefleft Chrift's Refurredion, and why he 
iEould not be believed before i Spirit, efpeddH^ 
ly when a Spirit could fay no more than^hej 
jiatji faid, I cannot well COncfeiv^, ' 
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Snoer, who {i^eta not, tf^at afl theCe Pre- 
teocest jirelUc^ tfie Wiihes of iickly Meo> that 
Wiih ^r this or that Fruit, or this or that Difb, 
apl whcD it is brought, it isfo far &om curing 
ttx^UU that often it makes them worfe, and in- 
creafes t Jieir Diftemper ? Who fees not, that 
thjefe are b\^t Inventions, to ^ve fome Colour 
of Re^fofi to thy Unwillingnefs, to ihake off 
the Sins which do io eafily oefet thee ? Who 
fees noti that thefe are only Arguments fug' 
geited by the Deyil, to keep thy Soul from her 
tirue j^ood and NpuriAiment ? And who is the 
JUofer all tUi^ while f Thou wouldft fain impofe 
upon pod, and make him belieye, that it is not 
ixruht of Will, but want of Affur^ncej thsit this 
fprious Coofijeration of thy ways ia neceflary. 
tl)tc |t mftkes thee ftand out againft it. And 
<da$ ! the Chgft thou feekefl to put i^on God, 
xnpja p«tteft upon thine owil 5^ul ;,flii.d is thy 
6oiil : (b incooiider^bie a Thing, that thou 
i69^(?l|. fiottiiqg, 9f deluding, aniTcircuniTenty 
ihg.itt*" ."'."' y' 

': ^hkt jtiiinM >h(?T|, Sinner? Sjippoffc tho^ 
^id# f^e i$e'nate» or P4rUamenf,%ade up of 
yef y gravp, wife* fdbei',. judicious Men, who 
ihpu0 unanimoully ^iye th^(r verdi^ in a caufe, 
ifci determine it ; and whre thefti Men, after a 
jfejri^us deUberatidn* give their Judgment in the 
piffi proppfe^ tc» thf m« in corned thp Malefactor 

aiggjatt whqni thfjr ^avcdyen l^ent^nce, accofes 
tne Decirc!? of t^? jen^te of |(yu(tice, charges 
*^l4j3if Vpte v4<3\ i.'Qlf^ itid tikes a gteat deal 
r pain? to W%! the" Wortd believe a Tale of 
Ki$:Own makingi whom wouldeft thou believe. 



thk gMrVe, wife; judioiow Senate, or theMidc* 
fador ? The dennce^ fure ; afld rhen^wben Gody 
AngelSr and Meny the wifeft^. the graveft^ the 
learned^ of rbetn^ do all unanimouHy deter* 
mine^ that without a (brious Gonfideration of 
thy Spiricual Concerns, thoo canit not arrive to 
any fincere Refoi^tnation of Life, canib nevet 
know the Danger thou art in, or what.thott 
raQft do to efcape unquenchable Fire ; and that 
without it thou awj rrdy a miferable Man, and 
doeft tako the way that< leads to Deflrudion ; 
haft thou the Impudence' to oppofe thy fickly 
Opinion, which arifee from a dillempered Heao> 
and a more didempered^ Confcience, to the 
grave, found, and orthodox Judgment of Men,: 
infinitely wifer than thy felf ? When all, with^ 
one confent, affirm, that thou art fick to death, 
an4 nothing but Gonfideration can recover 
the©; wilt thou cancel their Verdi (ft, by pre^ 
fcribing to thy felf Medicines of thine owa 
making ? All cry our againft' \hy inconfiderate 
oourfe of Life, God doth not juilifie it, Angela 
da condemn it^ the Preachers of the Gomel 
confute it, Philofophet'S arraigti it^ thy Realon 
hath Arguments againft it,thy Confcience chides 
thee for it, thy fober Nei^bours reprove it } 
and wilt not thou fubfcribe tp their Sentence? 
W*at Iflfolente is it*^ to think thy felf ihor« 
Iciiowing^than tfe-thdokooWs all things? Behold^ 
Sinoer, here lies the way to Heaven, God is 
iiitreating thee to Wailk ib it^; the Devil isbufie 
to difcourage th&t fr<Aii it. God faith, here I 
will be foimd ; the Devil fuggelh, that the Sods 
Qil^sck dw^U (here; God wiflies thou wouldft 
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yield and live ; /' the Devil, that thou wouldil 
ihmd but, and die. God fee^s to Crown thee ; 
^fie Devil to rob thee of thy Diadem. God af- 
fures thee, that this is the Garden tvhere thy 
pnces mn^ ^ow ; the Devil argiies, that no- 
thing bat Weeds and Thifiles grow there. All 
the difp^te is, who ihall have thy Soiri, God or 
the Devil ,^ 'niink,Sinner,fo|: God's fake, think 
who i's the Rewarder, and who is the Tormen- 
tor ; \]irhbis the King that canfave thee, and who 
is the'Efecutioner that ftudies only to ruin thee. 
iShall hot God prevail? Wilt not thou give him 
thy Heart \ And Ihall Satan go aw'ay with thy 
Soul ? Shall he poiTefs that Treafure, which An- 
gels are ambitious of? For ihame, lee not God go 
awav etnpty ; think What acondefqention it is in 
God, to he \itrilling to accept of fo incpnfidera- 
]b1e a Prefent as thy Heart ? What is thy Soul to 
himf ^hat benefit doth he receive by offering 
thee his Bofom? If thoii haft fuch a mind to be 
the Devil's Slave, vhgt need God take pains tQ 
refcue thee fromi that bondage? Doit thou think 
he cannot livp withoi^t thee? Dbft thou think 
thy Being in his Heaven, doth add any thins tq 
his felicity? Cannot ^e as ^ell be glorified ict 
thy Torments, as he ca:n in thy Salvation? Can- 
not he make his Juflice triumph over fuch a 
ihibborh Wretch as thou iart ? W herein doth 
hit Ad'vantag<s lie ? May not he be Good, and 
Greatj and Glotious ^ and admired by Angds, 
Whilfe thbu frieft in Hefli > Thou haft very 
highly obliged him indeed, that he need be at 
4U th^ trou1:fle to m^e thee in loye with his 
kiays I ^uldbft not t^ou ftand amazed at hi$ 
. •' . . . V ravour? 
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Favour ? Shouldefi not thou wonder, that this 
immenfe and infinite. Majefty will voucbfafe a 
gracious look to fo vile a W orm as thou art? And 
canft thou fee a God court thee, and grow coy ? 
Doth God offer to kifs thee with the kifTes of bis 
Lips, and doll thou icom his embraces? Canft 
thou fee him carefs thee, and turn away thy 
Face? Wilt thou prefer the motions of a lying 
Devil, before the Oracles of the great God of 
Heaven? Hadft thou rather go along with him 
that will murther thee, than accompany hinr 
that will encircle thy Head with a Crown of 
Glory ? Shall God magnifie his Mercy upon thee, 
and wilt thou fall in love with his Enemy? Doth 
God intend, by making love to thy Soul, to 
give a charader to the World of his infinite 
goodnefs and compaflion, and dareft thou be 
fo bold as to lefTen that charaAer, by thy con* 
tempt and ingratitude ? 

Behold, Sinner, God is willing to lay afide his 
flaming Sword; thou ihalt hear of him no more 
in the Earthquake, or in the Storm, or in the 
mighty Wind, that breaks the Rocks in pieces, 
but in the ftillfmall voice: The voice of Boanerges 
ihall found no more in thy Ears, he'll blow his 
Trumpet of War no more, alibis frowns (hall be 
done away, he'll fright thee no more with Hell- 
j5i^; if his Grace, his Mercy, his Compaflion 
can but allure thee to bethink thy felf, and clofe 
with him, and fo to confider the concerns of 
thy Soul, as to refign thy felf altogether to 
his guidance and diredion : his Afpea fhall be 
J^ind, his Countenance ihaU be nothing but 
^miles, hjs Faceihall be a perpetual 3un-ihine, if 

by 
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by Confiderat^ftof thy ursys, thott trSt Be^i^^e 
fcnfible di c^y former roUy, and thi*05)i^ k avira)^^ 
aod take up with htm alone : If bis kmdf y beams 
can thaw thy frozen Heart, i^his Calm* can wiii 
thee, and niake tbeeproftrat^ rby felf before the 
Lion of the tribe of Judab^ Heavenand Earth 
fhall be no longer in con^iration agsdnft thee, 
and then ihalt not need to look any more for 
Thimders and Lightnings fro^m that Heaven ! 
Srand itill. Sinner, and fee the Salvation of 
God ; behold, Grace and Mercy lies creeping' 
at thy Feet; the free, the fovereign, tbeextea- 
five, the atirapflive Grace of Gotf comes woo- 
ing to thy Soul, and doth befpeak thee in i^his^ 
smnner; Hold, hold, thou poor befoti^d 
Creatme, whither doft thou^ran? Hear, hear, 
Jbringtheethejoyfttlleft tiding?, that ever were 
hfbii^t to the ears of Men j God will be thy 
Father, the Lord Jefus thy Saviour, the Holy 
Ghofl rl^y Comforter, the Angete tby Gompa- 
fiions; thy Life ihall be a perpdtlial Holy day; 
l?hou fhalt beaPriend of God, an Heir of Hea- 
vcnyand Co-heir with Chrift, thy fins flrall be^all 
done away,^hy iniquities fhall'be remembered no 
fnore, all thepromifes of the Gofpel^fliall be all 
thinci Godwin vouchfafeto live with thee, the 
Holy Ghott will mak^ thy 8bul his^Temple, thou 
flialt have ftrength to overcome Htell and DqviIsi 
Flamesand Swords, and be more than a Con- 
queror, through him that Ibved i?hee,< the Lord 
Jefus Ghrirt: A«k a Hfeaven, and bhon ihait 
haveit<; a Crowns and it feall be thrown intp 
ohy bofom; a- Kingdom, and ir fhall be thine ; 
ask all the Tpeadtfigs of Glop|s an^ they ihali 
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' not be denied thee: frcxn this time forward 
thy N<itme fliall be inrolled among the Favourites 
of Heaven, and in thy Soul, as in Jacob's Lad- 
der, the Angels fliall be continually afcending 
and d^fcending, and th^ Head, like Gideon^s 
Fleece, (hall be watered with the dew of Heaven, 
while the unbelieving World fliali be dry ; and all 
thisihall be thine^ if my Love, my Mercy, my 
Kindnefs can prevail with thee, and engage thee 
to think ferioully, what thou muft do to pleafe. 
God, and to be happy for ever. O Sinner, had 
thofe who now lie 1 wekring under the burning 
wrath of Almighty God fuch an offer as this, 
how would they leap, and triumph, and agree 
to fo reafonable a condition, and thank God 
npon their bended knees, day and night, and 
praife him without intermifllon, that he would 
vouchfafe to receive them, on no harder terms 
thanthefe! O Sinner, is thy Heart a Stone, that 
It doth not difTolve at this gracious Meffage ? 
Can the Rock hold out againft thefe bowels of 
Compaflion? Poor fiubborn Wretch! were 
not thy Heart all Steel, were not thy Confcience 
feared, how couldfl thou forbear being prick'd 
^t the Heart? Hadft thou but the leall fpark 
of good-nature left in thee, what might not 
theie golden Chains, thefe Silken Strings, 
thefe Cords of Love, do with thy immortal 
Soul ? The only reafon that the Servants that 
Benhadad had, to humble themfelves to the 
King of IJraelj was this, IVe havi heard that 
theKifigs^oflfrdel are merciful Kings . Sinner, 
kail nQt' thbu both heard and feen, and feeft it 
fq this (ky, that the true King of Ifrael is a 

' merciful 
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mercifii] King? And will not this prevail with 
thee, to throw thy felf down at his Feet, ^ndkifs 
his Scepter, and confider thy imprudence, in de- 
viating fo long from the end of thy Creation and 
Redemption, and make thee contented to part 
with all the itron^ holds of iniquity within thee, 
and with all imagmations that exalt themfelv^ 
againft the obedience of Chrijl Jejus. 

O do not tell me, that thou wilt moll certainly 
bethink thy felf fometimehereafter, whcniick- 
nefs and approaching death ihall take thee oflT 
from thy worldly bufineffes ; Vain foolifh Man ! 
How doft thou know thouihak live till to- Mar- 
row ? For, fVhat is thy lift ? even a vapour that 
appears for a little time^ andth^n vani floes away. 
Aow many thoufands are cut oft^ as they are 
going up the Hill, in the Noon of their days, 
before half their race be run ; and what Pa- 
tent haft thou from Heaven, that it ih^H not be 
thus with thee? God laughs, at that Repen- 
tance, which Men begin, when they can keep 
Sin and the World no longer ; he fees it is for-v 
ced, andfqueezed, and weak, and feeble; and 
will God accept of thy Devotion, wheq thou 
haft exhautted the Creatn and Marrow of thy 
Bones in the Devirs fervice? How, Sinner ! 
Confider thy ways upon thy Death-bed? Mad 
Man! Doft thou know what CQnfideration 
means? ThcSoulmuftbeinirsfulIftrength, that 
canfiders the finfulnefs, and fad confequences 
df her life. Doft not thou fee, how in ucknefs 
the Soul fympAthizes with the Body ? How the 
Mind languiflies with the Flefli ? How weak^ 
how feeble the Thoughts are upon a.Death- 
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bed ? How the Mind is employed with thinking 
of the pain, isind anguifh, and uneafinefs of the 
Body ? How Mens weaknefs fcarce gives them 
leave to repeat the L^^r^^* Pr^y^r iniire, without 
interruption? How fetling their Efiates, and 
difpofingof their worldly Affairs, and Sorrow 
ahd Vexation that they have not managed 
their fecular Concerns with greater Prudence, 
rakes up their Cogitations ? And how tranfitory 
and fuperficial Men's Thoughts of Sin, and of 
another World are, except they have gotten a 
habit of Heavenly-mindednefs, by a long and 
conftant practice of Holinefs, in the time of 
their Health and Liberty before ? And doth 
Salvation deferve no more, but a few flight 
and skin-deep refiedions, when thou lieita 
dying?, Canft thou have fuch low Thoughts of 
eveTlafiing Glory, as to let Confideration of it 
come behind all the fatisfadions of the flefh ? 
Canft thou entertain fuch pitiful fheaking Con- 
ceits, concerning that; mighty Heaven, Go49 
out of hi$ fmgular and ubparallel'd Mercy, 
hath condefcended to promife to his Saints^ 
as to delay thy Contemplations, and thy ta- 
king a view of it, till thy Heart-ftrings break, 
and thy Throat begins to rattle, and theHoUfe 
is fdling ? Go ie cur fed into everlafiing fire^ 
frefared for the ^evtl and his Angels. Alas ! 
when Men are dying, the time or working is 
pad:, that's the Night wherein no Man can 
work; that's the time indeed to reap the 
conifort of our '.former confcientiqius Pradi- 
ces, but not the time to work out our Salva- 
tion in ; that's the time of rejoyciog, becaufe 

our 
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our Redemption draws nigh, not the time of 
fettiog out from cheGi^tes of Hell ; that's the time 
to finiih our courfe with Joyi not the time to 
begin a holy Life. Alas ! the ffarength and vlr 

gour which muft be ufed in a heavenly Conver- 
ition is then gone, and Men are juft upon the 
point of reckoning with God ; their Accounts 
muil then be ready, not to make up : So that 
if thou art not ready novir to take thy Spiritual 
concerps into ferious ConiGderation, thy heart 
will be hardned every day more and more, and 
the longer thou livelt,. the lefs mind thou wilt 
have tofet about it ; and if thou doeflnot think 
it worth thy trouble, to ff^at^e now and then an 
hour from thy Worldly buiineiFes, to mind this 
one thing nece£ary, chou doefl as good as tell 
God, that thou wilt have none of his Heaven, 
-and judged thy felf unworthy of Eternal Life. 
O Sinner, the prefent time is the day of Sal- 
vation^ this is the acceptable time, nowfirike, 
and thy fins will fall; now firive, and tbe 
Crown will be thine; now fall to work, and 
promife thy felf External Reft : Thou canft call 
no nme thine own but the prefent, that's only 
in thine hands; rmake ufe of that, and fave thy 
felf from this untoward Generation. Extricate 
thy felf from, the delufions of the fieihy take 
courage, and be gone ; ftay not in SQd&m^ now 
accept oJF Mercy, nowlayup thy Treafare,and 
fecure thy right to the Tree of Life ; now re- 
member thy Creator, and God \^ill lemember 
thee wbep he nsakes up his Jewels, and fpare 
thte^ as a IVbtn would fpare his own Son tbaf 
ferveshim. 

Hear 
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Hear then thi&^ Men^ Fatbers» andBrethren! 
jthe Qod pf your fathers, the God of Abraham^ 
the God of JfMc^ and the God of Jacoby bath 
fieor us tp yfM}^ to tell you^ that his Supper is 
ready» and the doors are opeUf and theC^ueits 
are cpme, and yet there is room ; and that yon 
may 611 the room which is left, is the Mefuge 
we come to acquaint you withal from him who 
delights not in the death of a finnert but would 
jiave him turn and liy«. Hear tfais» ye Gireac 
Ones, ye Nobles^ ye Mighty Men, 2iAconfider 
your ways : Confider whether that voluptuotis 
life you lead, is like that life which that Saviour, 
in whom you pretend to believe, doth prefcribe 
in his Gofpel ? Confider whether you are not 
obliged to pradife all thofe Virtues and Duties 
that the meaner fort perform^ And whether 
m framing to your felves a new way to Heaven, 
a way different from what the W ord of God 
doth reprefenr, you are like to be happy in thofe 
Caftl^s of Air you buikt^ and like to arrive to 
^that Glory which you wiih for, and hope to be 
received into? Confider what your pride and 
fenfuality will at Uft conclude in? And whe- 
ther you will dare to brave it at the great Tri- 
bunal as now you da on Earth, where you 
have (Lo bcdy to contr43ul you? Ye that are 
Magi^rateSt whom Providence hath i^aced 
over others to exeQUte Juftke, md taiheiPi^ a 

food e:saimpk, Confidet^yomr ways. Confider 
ow heavy your connivance at the mofi no- 
tcurious fins^ fii^ thai Q0er to pluck even 
God ou,t of his ThroDe, will lie upon your 
Confcieooes one day 1 Confider what hart you 

do. 
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do, how many Souls you ruine, by your debau- 
ched and luxurious lives ! Confider whether you 
can fatisfieGodas eafily as you can do Man, and 
whether that injuftice, that oppreffion, that co- 
vetoufnefsi' that lewdnefs you make nothing of 
now, are not fins weighty enough to bear you 
down into the burning Lake ? Ye learned Men, 
whether Minifters, or others, who fee and 
know more than the Vulgar do, Confider your 
ways. Confider whether that great knowledge 
you have will not procure you double Stripes^ 
if you improve it not into a higher degree of 
ferioufnefs than common people ufe ; Confider 
what a ridiculous thing you make Religion, if, 
being perf waded and convinced of the rationa- 
lity of it, you do not exprefs the power of it in 
your Converfations. Confider whether build- 
ing Heaven with your Voices, and Hell with 
your Behaviour and Deportment, will not bring 
down upon you the fevereft Plagues that are 
written in the Book of God ! Ye that are Hear- 
ers of the Word, and frequent the Temple 
of the Lord, to be taught his Statutes, and 
his Ordinances, Confider your ways. Confi- 
der whether fo many entreatings, warnings, re- 
proofs, and admonitions, in feafon and out of 
feafon, which you take no notice of, will 
not be brought m one day as evidences to ju- 
ftifie your everlaftingconaemnation? Confider 
how God is like to refent your barrennefs and 
unfruitfulnefs under tbericheft means of Grace, 
under the droppings of his fatnefs! Confider 
liow jufily^ God may punifh your not digefting 
and applying his Commands and Precepts to 

yaw 
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your felves, with hardnefs and blindnefs of heart, 
and vvhet h^r this Judgment be not more frequent 
than the W ofid is aware of, and whether you do 
riot participate of that Judgment ? Hear this^ all 

J'e that carry rational, Angelical Souls in your 
Jreaits, Copt^der your ways. Confider whit en* 
Having your Souls to vicious affedions will come 
to, and whether they will not thrive better, be-^ 
ing irradiated with Heavenly Lighr,than warm-- 
ed by Hellifli Lulls; and whether it will not be 
more for your credit to advance them to their* 
primitive luilre and beaiuty, than lofe them by 
lin and vanity; Sirs, you ttand liporj the brink 
of a bottomlefs pit; who but a Man, whofe 
brains are cracked, would not look about him^ 
felf ? The leall pulh or thruft fend^s you thither- 
Who would not take fome pains to get into a 
Harbour? The Ship is ready to be caft away, 
the Mails are fplit, it's leaking on every fide ; 
who would not lay hold of i plank to fave 
himfelf from drowning ? If you know not what 
to do with that power of Confideratic^ri God 
hath given you, marvel not if God takes it a- 
way ; and fmce you will not bethink your 
felves how to be freed from (in and mifery, 
protefls in his anger, that you (hall not be able 
to make ufe of that power any more, ih otder 
to obtain Eternal Life ; fince you p^ill not take 
up that Sword of the Spirit, to cut the Cord 
of Sin and Difobedience, no wonder if God 
blunts and dulls the edge of ir, that it ihail 
be of no ufe to you, when you wouid employ it. 
O Chrillians, there is no jefting 'with a mer- 
ciful God; where the greateil mer?cy is fcorned 
/<j^Wh. Dd and 
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andrejefted. What can ye expeft but the fevc* 
reft Judgments? Be wiie therefore, before the 
black Decree be irreverfibly Signed and Sealed 
againftyou ; you'll blefs the hour and the day 
which bears the Dafe of your entire and fm- 
cere agreement to God's Will in this particu- 
lar; andwhenyoufliallfind, by blcffed experi- 
ence, that this ferious Confideration of your 
ways is the Gate to Paradife, you'll admire the 
Bounty, Wildom, aodGoodnefs of God, that 
moved your hearts to embrace the motion, and 
you will not be able to forbear breaking out in- 
to finging the Song of Mofes^ and the Song of the 
Lamb, Eleffing, fjottour^ andGlorybeuntohm 
that fits upon tTie Throne, and unto the Lamb for 
evirand ever. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Qf Retirement and Tr oyer, the two great helps 
tjo Csnjideration. Ret iremant proved to bene- 
t^ejfofy to -make Confideration of our Spiritual 
ft ate more: quick and livefy. grayer calls in 
the a£iftavce9fCo£sSpiriry and renders the 
work effe. ^ual. A Form ^f "Prayer to be ujed 
. iipm this occajkn. 

\ WILL charitably fup{]ofe, that the 
; p. recedii^g Exhortation may have 
r m ade fome Impreilion upon my 
\ H eader, and made him in fome mea- 
fu re,vnijn^tothinkmoreofhisSouI» 
and of the d anger it is in, atid of tus Eternal 

State, 



State^t^afiformerly beufuatly todoj and there- 
lore to fbew him bow this Coniideration muft be 
managed, that it may in truth conquer and fub- 
due his inordinate ^fFedionMnd make theni fub-« 
jed to the beft of Matters, I fliall lay downfome 
neceflary helps to Coniideration, and thefe are^ 
to mention no more, Retirement and grayer 4 

L Retirement. Though I readily grants (and 
do commend it too) that Men, as they are walk- 
ing with others, or travelling, or going abroad 
about their neceiTary bccaiions, or Handing ia 
their Shops, or other Rooms, where company 
goes in and out, may think, that the courfe they 
have taken hithertois not fafe, and therefore ic'j 
high time to change and alter it : Yet feeing 
thofe thoughts are too much diverted by fen- 
fual objedts, and apt to go no farther than the 
mind or underftanding^ and reach no deepef 
than fpeculation ; it mutt neceflaritjy folio Wi that 
Retirementis requifite, to make it reach the af- 
fedions, and to fpread it as far as the Life and 
Converfation^ 

By Retirements I do not mean abfconding^ ot 
hiding ones felf in a corner in the Country, or 
in a W ildernefs, but retiring in our own Houles. 
Let the place we live in be never fo populous^ 
to be fure we have Chambers to be private in i 
and as the Rich may make their beft Room a 
Defart for this work^ fo the pooreft may con- 
irert any comer in their Houfes into a place for 
this Exercife; it's not the neatnefs of a Clofet 
that cleanfeth the Soul from filrhinefs^ nor the 
curiofity and convenience of a With-drawln^ 

D d i toom^ 
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room, that fits the heart for him that madeit ; 
but as Chrift made fometimes a Mountain, fome* 
limes a Ship, fometimesa Crofs, his pulpit; fo 
a Man may makea Meadow, a Field, a Wood, a 
Garret, any corner of his Houfe, a place fit to 
retire in, to confider ferioufily how the cafe 
Hands between God and his own Soul. I know 
what Men do commonly objeft, the very fame 
thing they objed againil Coniideration it lelf,and 
whereof we have fufficienily fpokein the fecond 
Impediment, viz. That they have a great deal of 
bulinefs, and that they can fpare no time for this 
Retirement. Bufmefs, no doubt, mull be done. 
But there is a time for every thing, and a feafon 
for every purpofe under Heaven, and then fure 
theremult be a time for t his fpiritual Retirement 
too ; if there be not, we are obliged to find time 
for it : He that caimot, or rather will not, had as 
good fay, he hath no time to be faved ; and he 
that cannot fometimes negled the concerns of 
his Body, or Eilate, for the concerns of his better 
part, derides Salvation, and does not believe 
that there is fuch a thing, or if there be, that 
it is pf fo much value, as the Dirt and Dung he 
grovels in. It's true, Manajfes's retirement 
was forced, much againlt his will, yet ftill it 
was privacy that contributed much to his a* 
mendment; for while he was encompafTed 
with his Courtiers and Flatterers and his fann- 
ing Crew, he thought Religion a thing below 
him, and a New Creature but a canting term ; 
but being alone, none but God and his cala* 
mity about him, having nothing to take off his 
thoughts from receding on his Apoflacy, be- 

hold 
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hold how Confideration melts him, his Con* 
fciencefets upon him, makeshim afhamedof his 
unfaithfulnels to his God, makes the Tears 
itand in his Eyes ; and fo great is his Change, 
that he who had exceeded the Nations round 
about him in Idolatry, and Lewdnefs, immedi- 
ately takes away all the ftrange Gods^ and the 
Idols out of the Hon fe of the Lord^ and all 
the Altars that he had built on the Mount of 
the Houfe of the Lord^ and in Jerufalem^ 
and caft them out of the City^ and commdnd-^ 
ed Judab to ferve the Lordy z Chron. 33^ 
15, i5. 

So pleafing is this Retirement to God# that 
he doth exprefly call himfelf, Our Father which 
Jies in/ecrety Matth.6.4. When C6ri/? had a 
/ mind his Difciples fhould fee his Glory, he 
, doth not ca-rry them to Jerufalem^ leads them 
not into the Market-place, doth not mingle 
\ them with the Multitude, bids them not at- 
tend him at i/ifr^i/'s Court ; for he knew, tbefe 
places would rather diflrad, than help, their 
Devotion : But he fummbns them to go up 
with him into a high Mountain apart, bids 
them retire from fecular Bufinefs, leave their 
lenfual afiedtions at home, feparare themfelves 
flrom fuch Worldly employments, as were apt 
to take up their Minds, that their thoughts 
might be more at liberty to contemplate his 
Glory, and the Transfiguration might afFedl 
them more, and make the deeper impreflions 
upon them. 

Come J myTeofkj enter thou into thy Chamber^ 
0ndjhut thy doors about tbee^ ^ndhiae thy felf^ 

Pd3 foi4 
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faid Go4 to .th.e fipful Men of Ifrdifiy w^n h^ 
bid theoi turn and rppeat> I fa. 2^ . lo. To ihew» 
thit f Chamber is a fitter place for their wpr]^ 
than a Theatre, and a jClofet morj^ proper than a 
l^all or Dining-room, and locking our felvesqp, 
t betti^r prqparative,th«ii delisting in variety ^ 
company. ' 

Ici was, I confefs, too lavifti aa exprejCon 
l^hfch the HermitiniW^i/ixfxufed, Tb^ ke wift 
was vifittd by Men could not ke vi/ited by A»r 
gels ; yet in fome reipe^faefaid trne ; and he that 
doth not love to be done fometimes, is not like 
to receive the viiits of thefe Mipiftring Spirits. ^ 

It was in reurement, that ^It/ab raifed tht; 
deadt)hlld, Reg.iy. x9.andbytheRiverC&^^ir 
It was in a lonely place, ti^at God appeared to 
Ezecbieli fo he revealed bimfelf to Mdfas is 
fhe OU&, when at a great dii^nce from ]Vle% . 
and Crouds of People : Aiui ttierefpre it was ' 
CjrcellentadviceSaintG&rjKyS/irmgaveto a^'^, 
Who iritended for Salvation^ P^rt from tte 
High-ix^ay, and tranfplont thy i^ io foo^ in^ 
cloled ground, for it is hard lor a Tree that 
i^nds i?y the way-ii4e to keep her fruit till 
it^eripis. 

What 3t. Bafil^uxh qf a Solitary l^ie, may in 
a gjf'eat ineafure l^e applied to &ch xettreiaeiin 
It is the School where Meo are t^i^ht Celeitial 
'^ inci and piykie Jixt% and$ciencesareiii< 
by hcHhing io foon, a^by this. CKfqpUne. 
This is a<^rden of i>e1ights, whei^ yimies, like 
flittering Flowers, fend forth their^atefoLO* 
dbi^s. Here growls the Red Rofe,'ferireotCha^ 
tity . Heie rife»the A4ilk-white Mlly, Chaftity. 

Here 
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Here the Myrtle of Mortification is feen, and 
the Frankincenfe of Prayer is here to be found. 
O Retirement, the Joy of Sandified Minds,and 
the Seat of all Spiritual Gufts ; Thy Virtue is 
the fame u ith that of the Babylonian Furnace, 
for by Faith thou keepell oft' the burning Heats 
of Lull. Thou art that Oven, where the VefTels 
of Honour are prepared. Great Score- houfe of 
Heavenly Wares, where all the rich Merchan- 
dife of the Spirit is hoarded up. Vaft Shop of 
Spiritual Exercifes, where the Soul comes to 
be reftpred to her Creator's Image,and returns 
to the Purity of her Original. 

Thou makeft indeed the Lips pale withFaft- 
ing, but makeft the Soul fat and floarifhing. 
Thou makeft the Good Man ftand in the Cattle 
of his own clarified Mind, and look down with 
Contempt on this nether World ! 

Sacred Tent, where our holy War is carried 
on. Camp of God, Tower of T^avtdy where 
hang a Thoufand Shields, all fit to keep off 
the fiery Darts of the Devil ! Field, where 
the Lord's Battles are fought, where the Soul 
fights agaiiaft the Flefli, and the Fleili againft 
the Soul. 

ORetirement ! The happy place where Vices 
die,arid Virtues live, and where Men learn what 
it is to arrive to Pet fedion. Great Ladder oC 
Jacob^ whereby Men climb to Heaven, and 
Angels come down to Men; Sweet and golden 
Way, whereby a Cbriftian goes home to his Fa- 
ther's Houfe ! Bath of the Soul ! Death of Sin ! 
Purgatory of FiltWnefs! Thou deftroyeftthe 
lipcret Intrigues of Pride, walheilaw^y thenafti- 

P d 4 nefs 
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nefs of Sip, and elevated jthe Soul to the Brigl^t- 
nefs of Angels ! 

For indeed we jRnd, that as a Man's reafon is 
more free in fuch ketirements, fp God is the 
readier to meet him, as the Angels did Jacobyxn 
his privacy, and to difpjay to him the vanity of 
tliat World he hath 4oated on, the Scarlet dye 
of thofeSins he hath delighted in, and that mi- 
raculous Love he hath undervalued and tram- 
pled on^ with the vepgeance he hath procured, 
and be^n greedy of; For now it appears, that 
the Man is in good earneil to be faved;^ and xo 
fuch God never denies his Fa voi^r, formpftMea 
play with Religion, go about it as if it deferved 
ho pains, and therefore Here God doth no migh- 
ty work, as being Ipath to caft his Pearls before 
Swine. He th;jc retires to cbiifider what hq 
mufl do to Ke faved, makes Religion his bulinefs ; 
and, thofc that feek me thus ^ fh all find ^^, faith 
Eternal ^ \{io^yT^ rov . 8. 17. Such Mens minds 
he is willing to overfhadow with the Power ol^ 
the Higheft, fuch Men prepare to meet their 
God, and God certainly will not fail them. And, 
ChrilUans, fay ybii what ypii wil], either thd 
pofpel is no Gofpel, or you'll find by woful ex- 
perience, that without you are at forae trouble 
jihout your everlailingcpncerns, and denyyouf 
f^lves iq your Time, Profit, Eafc, Pleafure, an4 
^untlillo's of Grearhefs, to mind your iJpiritual 
Intereft ; and without Heaven poth cofi you 
fomeihing r^bre ihjm ordinary, GocJ hath no 
Hewen for you. ' ' ' ' 

He that retires, and iVts afide his Worldly 
bufineft, and makes bold with the company he 

> ' IS 
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is iiif and leaves them to take a view of his Du- 
ty to Qod and Man, that Man lays force upon 
the Kingdom of Heaven, I am fare he offers vio- 
lence to his carnal Interett, violence toFlefli and 
6lood. The Heathen could fay, that the Gods 
fell all their Gifts and Riches for diligence and 
Jnduftry, And we find it to be true of the God 
and Father of our Lord Jefus Chriji^ and that 
perfon who retires and takes pains, with Zache* 
fis^ to fee Chrijiy may expeft the fame gracious 
return, which was made to that Publican, Thir 
day Salvation is come into thy Houfe. 

The Truth is, Ihould God difcourfe a Sinner, 
that is in company with other Men, or going a- 
bout his fecular affairs, he would find him yawn 
and gape, and llretch himfelf, and gain as much 
attention, as he that tells a ftpry to aMan,whofe 
mind is employed about other objefts; he feems 
to give him the hearing, but when a great part 
of rtie Tale is told, heuarts up, and asks, fFhat 
4o you fay? But in private, where there is none 
but God aftd his own Confcience, God can 
befl anfwer the Sinner's Objedions againit a 
ferious confcientious Life, and the Sinner is 
mbfl likely to attend to God's Propofals ; for 
here, if his Flelh and Blood doth plead, that 
the Sin he is to leave is fweet, and pleafing, and 
profitable, God can prefently argue with him ; 
pof! thou call that fweet, which is moil bitter 
and grievpiis to thy God, and mufl expire into 
(he bitterefl Groans ? Is that fo pleafing to 
thee, which offends and grieves thy bleifed 
Redeemer, who defcended into Hell to fnatck 
fbeie out of iti And, can any Profit berecoun* 
V tcrpoife 
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t^rpoife the Eternal Lofs of thy Soul ? So if 
he plead. Chat the Sin he harbours is but a 
little oneyhis Coofcience can iimnediatelydaili 
the Plea, and reply, How ! Can th$it be little 
which offends an infinite Majeily i Can that be 
little which nailed Chrift to the Crofs ? Snce 
thoo knoweft, that this little Sin is injurious to 
God*s Holinefs, What Delight canfi thou take 
in afironting him, in whofe Power it is, either 
to fave thee, or to damn thee ? The iefs it i$, 
the greater Shame it is, that thou ihouldfl plead 
for keeping it ; the Iefs it is, the fooner it niay 
be parted withal : O flatter not thy felf ! thy 
great lovfe to this Sin makes the Sin it felC 
great ; and, Canft thou be faid to love God, 
that canft hug that^ which thoti knoweil runs 
counter to his JHonour and Glory? 

\ti the fame manner, all other Exceptions 
tnay be anfwered, and the Sinner finding that 
the Reafons he formiefrly thought invincible are 
fp eafily daibed and blown away, is mofl like- 
ly to hearken to the far iironger Arguments 
of God, and his ownCcmfcience : The rather^ 
becaufe he retired On purpofe, to have aclear- 
er Sight of his Ways than before he had ; and 
fince God doth vouchfafe him fo diftinft a 
Proi^eft of his Folly and prepofterous Love, 
he jullly thinks, that not to yield to Crod's 
rieafonings, is to mock him, ^d favours of 
fuch Ingratitude as admits of no £lxcufe. lo^ 
deedj without Retirement, our Thoughts and 
Conuderations flow at large, like Water ia 
the Sea, and we can make no great Obferva-* 
tlons concerning them : But in I^etirepienr^^ 
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thiey are much like W^ter in t Weather-gUf^ 
aiid by tbem we may guefs, what Temper our 
Sools-are io^ whechen* hot or cold, more exad-. 
ly than Men do at the Warmth or Coldnefs of 
the Weather, by the rifing or falling of the Li- 
{jQcn* in thofe Glafles. In fuch Retirements, a 
holy Awe and Reverence feizes on the Soul ; 
and when I fee Men can retire to drink, to play, 
to fleep» and to debauch themfelves, I £ee 00 
ll^icm but they may ( I am fure they have grea- 
ter Reafon to do it) retire to confider d^ Good 
aufi Welfare of their immortal Souls* 

I have already proved, that Confideration 
muil t»e frequent, and con&qciently this Re tire-* 
meot mufi be fo too ; not tiiat a JS/hn muft ne- 
ver refled on his Anions, or mind whether 
they be gpod or bad, but when he retires; 
No, Conmleration is either occafional, or a fo^ 
temnand^ Duty; either an habitual Guide, 
or an extraordinary Remembrancer ; the for- 
mer, as it is univertaliy QfefuU and a great means 
to prevent Sin in a true fieliever, to check 
^ him when he would coidmit it, to engage him 
* ito Repentance when he is fallen, to dired him 
what he muft dt), and to encourage him to 
fhofe Duties, which are proclaimed in his £ars> 
as neceflary to Salvation ^ fo it is a neceilary 
jCompatuon^ where-ever we are, or whatever 
we are doing ; and thefe occafional Confide-* 
i:atians oeodino Retirement : but then where 
the ftream of Man's Life muft be turned, or 
the Adions of the Day reviewed, how far 
^y have been agreeable to the Will of God, 
honr hr they have been contrary to it, or 
/ ' "' where 
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whereaftrif^ mortification of fin muft be ufed, 
or where a long neglected duty muil be made a 
familiar gueft in thy Soul ; in a wOrd, where the 
work to be done is of fome more than ordinary 
difiBculty, there thofe occafional refiedions will 
not ferve turn, but more folemn Confiderations 
mud be called in, and thefe folemn Confidera- 
tions are properly the things which require re- 
tirement, and, as it's fit they ihould be ufed om:e 
a day at leaft, fo he doth truly mind the inrereil 
of his Soul, that fome time every day retires, 
and confiders, how he hath behaved himfelf that 
day towards God and Man, whether his heart 
hath not been too much carried out after the 
comforts of this World, what incroachmem 
they have made upon his Love to God, and how 
ihey will fill the Garden of his Soul with Weeds, 
if he do not flop their Progrefs betimes, and root 
them up ; what company he hath been in that 
day, what. he hath done m his Clofet, what his 
thoughts,words,defires,adions,afireAions, have 
been. that day, whether he hath not been more 
concerned for the trafli and perifhable riches of 
this life, than the Glory of God, and the Sal* 
vation of his Soul ; ana how neceifary it is for 
him, having had a fall that day,rto be more 
careful, andcautious, and circumfpedt the next. 
This Confideration is the ^ulfe of the Soul, 
which, while it's beating, it's a g|:eat iign 
that there is life in. the Soul, and a good ar^ 
gument that God will increafe and enlu^e 
that Life. And, as edification, and p^ogpreism 
goodnefs, ought to be the real dcfignsof retiiing 
fromsthe World, fo it doth oece^irily imp(xrc» 
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that Men ought to chufe the livelieft hours, or 
the hours when their Spirits are moft adive, and 
freett from drowzincls, for fo great a work. 
When Men are drowzy and fleepy, Confiderati- 
ons may often come in> but they are fo weak 
and faint, that they leave the Soul as^ cold as 
they found it, and put it into the Circumllan- 
ces of that Man in the Gofpel, who took Men 
for Walking Trees^ faw fomething, but knew not 
what to make of it, or what name to give it. 

While I am difcourfing thus, methinkslfee 
the fenfual Reader fmile ; Retirement, thinks 
he, this were to make my felf a Prifoner in 
the fofc times of Peace, and to deprive my felf 
of that freedom, which God and Nature hath 
given me: This were to go into a Monajiery^ 
and fubmit to the feverities of a Convent ; this, 
at the bett, can only befit a Prieft, but can be 
no qualification of a Gentleman : Indeed, if Gen* 
tlemen had no Heaven to gain, no Hell to avoid, 
if God had made them B^afts, as too many do 
make themfelves, we fliould not be difpleafed 
at this rambling talk ; but it's an old trick, where 
Men have averfion from a Duty, to reprefent 
4tin adifmal drefs, and to take off the burthen 
from their own Shoulders, and to bind it upon 
others. If they could fatisfie God with thefe 
fliufBings, as eafily as they do their own Con- 
fciences, they were fafe, but that the great Day 
muft decide; and when the Archangel fhall 
found his Trumpet, to gather the Dead from 
all parts of the World, and God, who pre- 
fcribed to all Men but one way to happinefs^ 
fhall make a ftrid examination how every one 

hath 
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hath obferved the Rules tnd Statutes of that way i 
it will a{^ar» that this Retirement, in order 
to a ferioiis pondering of our anions, was 2 
dtttyr incumbent on fome peof>le elfe, befides 
Minifiers. He that retires upon this account^ 
doth indeed imprifon himfelf, but it is, that he 
may attain to true and perfeA liberty, triumph 
over the flavery of Sin, lead his Corruption 
captive^ and free himfelf from the dregs and 
drofs which corrupted Nature hath broughtup*- 
on him : Litcledoth the fenfualMan think what 
felicity he robs himfelf of, by fcorning this Re- 
tirement. Here Heaven would look more beau-^ 
tiful to him than in a crowd; here he might in 
a manner, with St. Stephen^ fee the Heavens 
open, and his Saviour itandingat the right hand 
of God ; here he might truly enjoy himfelf, 
and look with pity on thofe Men, who, like 
Spirits, which are fometimes feen in Mines, 
with great labour, do nothing at all to any pur-^ 
pofe ; and when they have tired and wearied 
themfelves in the World, like Flies, burnthem^ 
felves in that Candle about which they have 
been hovering. 

Come, Sinner, prepare thy Pencil, mingle the 
richeft Colours thou canlt get, draw thy finful 
carelefs life> give it a beautiful Virgin's Face 1 
draw all the Charms that thy Fancy caik find ant $ 
here, draw the Adoration the World pays ui^ 
to her, there the bows and cringes^ whereby 
both great and fmall in6nuate into her favow^ 
Qn her Head draw a Tree^whofe Fruit isGoldy 
aiid the H^"^ thereof hardens^ into Pearls ; let 
her right HandgrafpaCrown^ and her left drop 

gift* 
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g^ts on] her GUents And Votaies. Bat thcth 
when thisproud Peacock is df two chas^ in all her 
dazling Circles, forget not to draw her ugly 
Feet, 1 mean, aft unquiet, roaringi difturbed, 
diftraded, tremblingConlcience; for into this 
difmal fhape, doth that lovely Mermaid end* 
On the other ficje. Til paint a Wildernefs, a 
Grove, which wife Nature made, and in it 
I'll reprefent a devout Soulkneelingf and, with 
the Publican, fmiriug upon her Breaft; then 
will i draw Heaven, and out of that Heaven, 
Grace and Mercy in the fliape of an Angel,* fly- 
ing down with this Meflage, Fem^wtf I hofve 
redeemed thee^ thou art mine ; and holding a 
Bottle under to catch her Tears : Immediately 
upon this, the Holy Ghoft Ihall be feen de- 
fcending, fpreading his Beams, and warming 
that Soul, and invigorating it to refifi the 
World, the Flefti, and the Devil: By and by 
the Glory of God (hall appear, and crown 
all with Peace, and Joy, and infinite Conteat, 
and Eternal Halleli;yahs. 

And now, Sinner, which of thefe Piftures 
wouldil thou chufe ? Do not the homely Feet of 
the former flight thee ? Can all the Beauty thou 
ikeftin that painted Harlot, countervail the mi-- 
fery it dies into Ms aa ever-gnawing Confcience 
matter of fport aad laughter? When all thefe 
painced Gandes muilbreak into a difmal Dunge^ 
on^ wik thou laqgh 4 whHo, chat thou may'ft 
mourn and lamem for ever ?^ But ^ eboiiart fft 
fond of thisd^gerousGardev^tfaik bothingcm 
reclaim thee from being 4eligkkted with it;, 
take thy cboice^ g^ve tm thct q^iot Laadskip. 
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I know this World, Men arefo fond of, e'er lon^ 
will have an end, and their pleafures will have 
an end, and their Sins will have an end, and 
their Glory will have an end ; hot where thefe 
end, God's Juftice and Indignation begins: Blef- 
fed is the Man that hath then the God of Jaccb 
for his Refuge, the Lord will deliver him in 
the time of trouble. What if I enjoy none of 
the World's wanton Solaces? I know where 
better and llronger Confolations are to be had : 
What if Thorns and Briars Surround my Li- 
lies and Rofes ? I know they are but to pre- 
ferve them, and to hinder the Devil from tear-* 
ine them to pieces : Thefe Thorns are my 
farcguard, which will, e^er long, be done 
away, and when I am out of the reach of all 
Enemies, my Lilies will continue freih, and 
flourifliing for ever : What need I covet the 
World, when I am made to live above the 
World ? What fliould I love this Earth for, 
when 1 have a God to love? Why fhould I 
dote on Nature, when I am in the ftate of 
Grace ? God hath made me many glorious 
Promifes ; How can I forbear rejoycing un- 
der the Thoughts of them ? By Grace I am 
made partaker of the Divine Nature ; Won- 
derful Dignity 1 Being ad- 
rJ:'t^^Z\ ;*»ced fo high, Why fliould I 
c^/f,. be enamoured with a kctle 

Duft ? When God hath made 
me a King, Why ihould I debafe my felf, or 
fioop to the mean employment of a Peafant \ 
I know God doth not fee as Man doth fee, a 
Soul that loves him aboye all> is more efteemed 

to 
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in his fagbty than the proudeil Monarch ; nor 
do rags fright him from fixing his Habitation 
there, where he meets with an humble, broken 
Heart: Let others glory in their great Tides, 
in this rii glory, that I am a Child of God. 
Who can exprefs the Honour God^beflows on 
thofe that give their Hearts to him ? To be a 
Child of God is infinitely greater Honour than 
to be of Kin to Princes, or to have the Blood 
of Nobles running in my Veins. A Father ex* 
prefTes greater endearments to him that parti- 
cipates of his Nature, and draws his fubuance 
from him, than to him that's only like him in 
the Face ; How far greater love then may I 
conceive in God to a Child, which by Grace is a 
partaker of Divine Nature, than to the bleiled 
Angels^ themfelves? The whole Creation in a 
manner participates of the Divine Nature ; but 
all other Creatures are but Pidures, paihted 
Images of that glorious Nature ; he that is a Child 
of God, is a Hvely Image of his Father which is 
in Heaven, and he hathFellowIhip and Commu- 
nion with the Father, and his Son Jefus Chrijf. 
WhatMyfteries are thefe things to a poor World- 
ling ? But oh ! how comfortable to him that feels 
the good Spirit bearing witnefs with his Spirit, 
that he is a Child of God ! If God be my Father, 
then all the Riches he hath are mine ; if he be 
my Father, he cannot but take fpecial care of 
me ; iotyCana Mot her forget her fucking Child^ 
that Jhe Jhould not have compajfion on the Fruit 
of her Womb ; yea^ Jhe may for get ^ yet will I 
not forget tbee^ behold I have engraven tbee 
m the falms of my hand^ ,Ifa. 49. 15", i5. 

Ee Fathers 
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Fathers fometimes expofe their own Lives to 
fave their Sons; God hath done infinitely more 
for me, for he aflumed Human Naturey and ex- 
pofed his Life for me, wl^o was an Enemy,- and a 
Traitor to him, that I might become hi^ Son. 

By Grace lam the Friend of God ; if God had 
not taken me for his Child, yet bow excellent, 
how incomprehenlible would the favour be, 
that he vouchfafes to take me irito the num- 
ber of his Friends ? What a ftir do Men keep, 
tp purchafe the Friendfhip of Grejlt Men ? Haw 
little do they elleem the Friendfhip of the Al- 
mighty? They h^ve not Souls clear enough to 
admire the Mercy ; their Underftandings are 
too earthy to adore fo great a BQUt^ty ; it re- 
quires too much Spirit and Mind, to be ra- 
vi(h'd with fuch compaffion, A Friend is of- 
ten loved better than near Relations ; What 
may not I promife my felf froth this Love and 
Friendfhip of God ? What Cafamity or Mifery 
is there, in which this Love canndt hold my 
Head, and keep it from aking ? To be loved 
of God, is to be fed with the richeft Stream, 
and to live upon Milk and Honey. If God laid 
down his Life for his Enemies, What will he 
not do for his Friends? When I was his Eoe- 
my, God feemed to love me more than he did 
himfelf, and now that I am his Friend, Ihall I 
fhink he will love me lefs than apQ Enemy ? 
How fhould I rejoice to have fuch a Friend 
as Jonathan was ? But alas ! What is this 
Friendflaip to God's Love ? All Hmnan Fricfid* 
fhip is perfed perfidioufnefs, in compari^ of 
God's Friendfhip. God foloves his Friends, that 

- he 
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he knows not how ta be feparat^d from them ; 
if God had no other place to move in, buc 
He^yeQi he would leave that Heaven, iandcome 
down and join himfelf to thofe, whom by his 
Spirit h9 hath adopted into the number o^ his 
Friends; fogreat, immenfe,is bis Love totj^em. 
He that is aFriend ofGod, becomes God's indi- 
vidual Companion. What a favour would it 
have been counted, if the Son of God, when 
be was on Earth, would have joined himfelf to 
6a« particular Man, ^nd would have never de- 
puted from him ? W hat a Privilege then muft it 
pe,^ for on^ who is God's Friend, to have the 
Divinity always prefeiit with him> not only as $ 
Comp&nion, but as an Inhabitant, iov he dwells 
mu^ ky kis Sprit, l^id ever any Father love 
his Son fq as nevec to part company ! Did ever 
any Mother love her CJiikl as never to fufFer 
it to go froitn l^r Arms? B^c God is continu- 
ally etnbracing bis Friends. Among Men, % 
Father catinoc be alfiray$ ther^ wh$re his Son i^ 
\mt Godf kaaws. not how to be from him that 
is his Friend ; and th^ug^ God be in all Crea- 
tures by his Eflfence, Pretence, at>d Power, yet 
that '% btfcaufe he is God ; with a gracious Soul 
he is,. becauTe that SquI is his friend,^ ^nd if Goi^ 
Were no$ iiD^mei^le und infinite, and could not 
be with his other Creatures, yet he- would be 
with fustli a Soul with' whom he is one Spirit ; 
tad if he could forget things, yet he could not 
forget fuchji Squ]« Qrlay afuie tl^e thoughts of 
his profperity and welfare j an4 if he could 
iOrfake his other CVcatures, yet he could not 
forfake fuch a Soul^ but wQuld work alwa3is 
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fome good or other in her : For God's Love be« 
ing ftrong it*s always adivc^^ and where God 
bears a good Will to her, he cannot but com- 
municate Goodnefs to her. 

And fhall I, after all this, repine, becaufe I 
am not a Favourite of Kings and Princes, whejpl 
have God for my conllant Guide and AiTociate ? 
How ihill I Hand amazed at the ftrangenefs of 
the favour? If God ihould charge all th'e Angels 
of Heaven, all the ten thoufand times ten tbou- 
fand Spirits which wait upon him, to go and 
attend fuch a Man with all the Grandeur and 
Majefty imaginable ; yet what is all this but a 
Defart to God's Society? In having him for my 
AiTociate, I enjoy more Dignity, more Majefty, 
more Pomp ana Glory, than if I had all the 
Armies of Heaven waiting upon me i and can I 
think God is always with me, and will not pro- 
vide for me ? If Ifliould negled all things in 
the World, and mind nothing but the things of 
God, and my Father's Buunefs, I might be 
confident that he would feed me, and fuppcMt 
me, becaufe fo Great, fo Good, fo Almighty, 
fo Kind a Friend could not fee me perifli . The 
Son of God hath not honoured any Angel with 
the name gf Brother, and yet if I am united to 
him by Grace, and by his Spirit, I enjoy this 
Privilege ; and as Mothers love thofe Children 
moil, for which they have fuffered and endured 
moil ; fo I may be confident that God loves me 
mofl fervently, becaufe he hath fufiered for me 
on the Crofs, and endured moft bitter Tor- 
ments and Agonies for me. How may I exult? 
How may I triumph in this Love ? 

O 
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O my God! The Angels, fo^theleaftdrdpof 
that Grace thou haft beitowed on them.are more 
beholden to thee than all other Creatures, for 
all then: Natural Gifts, and for the Creation of 
the whole World : But for the leaft degree of 
Grace thou haft conferred on me, I am more be- 
holden to thee than all the Angels in Heaven ; 
for that I might live by Grace, thou delivered'it 
thine own Son,the Son of thy Bofom, the bright- 
nefs of his Father's Glory, to be crucified and 
to die for me, which is mOre than thou haft done 
for all the Angels in Heaven $ and thus thou haft 
obliged me more than thou haft done the hea- 
venly Cberubims and Serafhims. 

Farewel, ungrateful treacherous World 1 I 
have feen enough of thy deceitful Prefents. I'll 
follow thy weak Judgment no Ion gp-, TU e- 
fteem no Riches but what my Saviour hath 
counted fo : In following him I cannot err ; 
Self-denial and doing the Will of God, were the 
Treafures he ftudied to be Mafter of; Why 
ihould not I judge that to be the Riches whica 
God hath judged fo \ Why ihould not my Mind 
agree with the Verdid of the moft High \ Nay, 
when Qod doth love me fo entirely, W hy fhould 
not I, for love of him, conform my Underftand-r 
ing to his Judgment? I fee, thofe that love the 
World, at the fame time confefs, that they 
ought to love the everlafting Riches more ; 
for, if the fading things deferve their Love, 
things Permanent, anid Solid, and Eternal, 
ought to be loved much more. I will not 
think much of Afflidions now, for I find 
(h^t God| by them, would make ip^ W^iy 
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of my fondncfs to periihable tnfli, and elerate 
and raife naySoul) to embrace thofeTreafures 
which neither Men nor Devils can fieal away. 
Phyficians, I fee, when they would cure a, 
fick Man, make him ficker than he is, by en- 
joining him Abltitienee, by Aduitions, by Vo- 
mitives, by putti«c him to greater torments. I 
know my Soul is fick* God wptild make it per- 
fefUy well ; butfoch is my ficknefs, that God 
nult put me to pain and at^ulfli, and ^reat 
trouble, before \ can be well ; my Heart is^ aii 
Flint, but when this Stone is ftruck fuificient- 
ly, it will then fend fosth holy Fire ; when my 
Flefli is weak, my Strength will retire more 
to tty Mind and UnderiMnding, and I ifliall be 
fitter for Heaven. The glorified Bodies of 
Saints in the left day, will be the more fplendid 
and ilkiflrioQs, the more chey have been aiBid- 
ed and tortared here, and ihine the more, 
the more difmal the Dungeon was they were 
kept in, during their abode in this VaHey of 
Tears. Why fliould^ I weep, when God takes 
away from me the caufe of weepic^S How 
many thoufands are now weeping in Hell, be- 
cai^e they enjoyed ib much of the World's com- 
forts, and made them occafions of a&onting 
their Oeator? Shall T count that lofs which 
is my gain, and call my want of Riches t 
Misfortune, when it is the greatefi: remedy to 
fit my Soul for Heaven ? What imprudence is it 
in me, to defir<i that of God, which I oug^t 
to hate, at the moA, love but witb fear and 
trembling I What ioJiamanity to my ielf is it» 
to beg Poifon of the Father of Lights, and to 
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murmur tbac be gives me not that Viper, which 
will fting me into endkfs tortures ? My love of 
the World is Adultery, and iliall I deiire that 
^Therewith I have committed Adultery ? Is it 
not ail one, as if a Woman (hould entreat her 
Husband to let her enjoy the pleafure of an un- 
bwful Bed ? The Husband doth Ihew great 
mercy to her, in that, when he naight puniili 
bfcrmore feverely, heonly removes the Ad ul- 
tprer; and fliall I count that Mercy an inju- 
ry ? In wiihing for the Riches and Greatneli'es 
pf this World, I do as much defire God to give 
roe that, whereby 1 do offend him. Shall 1 be 
angry with a Chirurgeon, who, to prevent 
the fpreading of my Cancer, cuts off a Mem- 
ber, to preferve my Life ? And fhall I take 
it ill of God, for wounding my Flefh, to draw 
out the Arrows that Hick in my Heart, and 
would feller, and kill me, if not pull'd out be- 
times ^ 

Howihdlll be crowned, if Iftrive not ? How 
flialllftrive, if 1 have no temptation? I cannot 
llrivc without ^n Enemy, and without Itriving 
therecan be no Viftory. The Workman doth not 
pull the Gold out of the Fire, till fufficiently 
refined; rad fliall I nrarmur, that God lets the 
Fiery Trials continue upon me, when it is cer- 
tain, that my Gold is not yet fie to be received 
into the Sanftuaty? I am full of dangers, butmv 
greateit danger is Security. Men fear^^ and 
quake, and tremble, if they are iti the midil 
pf an hundred Enemies. 1 have all the De- 
vils in Hell againit me, and a whole Army of 
l^ilfts beqt to ru|ne me, an4 aoi not afraid. 
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And when there is nothing can rouze me from 
myfecurity, but Affliftion, ought not I to kifs 
the Rod ? In the greateft Troubles I may be 
aiTured, that God loves qie, and that it is not 
his Anger, but his Love, that follows me with 
Challilements ; and. Why Ihould I fret under 
the Yoke, efpecially when fretting and ftrug* 
;ling to fhake it off before God's time, doth 
>ut make my Neck more fore^ and the Yoak 
far more uneafie ? I broueht the caufe of fuf- 
fering with me into the World, which is Sin ; 
and how can I exped I ihall be freed from 
fufiering, till I am freed from Sin ? God might 
have placed me in Heaven, immediately upon 
my coming into the World, without any of 
thefe outward troubles: He could as eafily 

g'oduce Bread out of the Earth, as he doth the 
arsofCorn; bur, that Man may fweat and la- 
bour, and relifh his Bread the better, he caufes 
only the Ears of Corn to fpring, and of them 
Bread mult be made ; fo, by labour and fuSer- 
ing, God leads me unto Glory, that I may the 
better relifh his Bounty and Liberality, and my 
Reft may be the fweeter after my toil and tem- 
pefts here. A ffliftion, I know, cannot hurt me, 
tor my Saviour hath been my tafter ; there can 
be no bitternefs in thefe Herbs, when my God 
hath feafoned them. Why fhould I love God 
lefs than Dogs do their Mafters ? Thefe poor 
Brutes are beaten, and ftruck, and chid, and 
pelted with Stones, and yet the more they are 
beaten, the more they love their owners, and 
cringe, and bow, and humble themfelves be* 
fore them ; Shrill I be worfe thap a Bead, and 
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(hall I carry a rational Soul in my Breaft^ and 
kick againft thofe pricks which God hathfet to 
guard me from Eternal Flames ? All my forro ws 
and bitternefs will fhortly be poured out into an 
Ocean of Xweetnefs; and. How little of it ihall 
I perceive then ? It will then be all loft in a Sea 
or Glory, and I fhall forget that I was Poor, and 
Wretched, and Naked, and Miferable, when I 
ihall be eternally enriched with God's Bounty, 
enamoured with bis Perfedion, decked with his 
Majefiick Robes, comforted with his Confola- 
tion, delighted with his Love, enriched by his 
Wifdom, andfatisfied with his Beauty, in whofe 
Prefence there is fulnefs of Joy, and Pleafure at 
bis right Hand for evermore. 

Thefe are fome defcants upon the Pidure of 
Retirement ; with fuch confolations can he that 
retires, refrefli himfelf, while the Man that wea- 
ries himfelf with the Vanities of this World 
finds no folid Peace ; and when he comes to die^ 
muft look upon his former life with horror and 
anxiety. Bur, 

n. Another great help to Coniideration, is 
Grayer; this is the Ambaflador that muft go 
to Heaven, and fetch the aififtance of Goas 
Spirit from thence. Confideration (hews me 
my danger, and my happinefs, but it's the 
Spirit of God muft blow up my AffeSions, 
that they may a^ually ihun the one, and reach 
after the other ; and this Spirit muft be had by 
Prayer, not by Lip labour, not by Prayer 
unto which the Heart is a ftranger, and knows 
not what the Tongue means in making fuch 
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ft noife, but by Prayer^ which ejcprdlcs the 
real defires of the Heart ; by Prayer, .that 
flows from a deep fenfe of the abfoltiee necefQr 
tyof the Grape of God, and bath Fire aod Flames 
enongh to bear it up into Heaven. For if you 
which are evil^ can give gaoJ, Gifts unto your 
Children^ bow fimch more Jhali your Hemanly 
Father give his hoiy Spirit to th^m that ask 
^iai? faith Cbrilt, Luke ii. 13. And uhat 
kittd of asking this is, appears from the Para« 
ble imoiediateiy precedii^g ; For which ofyou^ 
faith Chrift, v. ^. /hail have aFrieud^ and%aiL 
go to him at Midnight^ and fajf unto him^ Friend j 
/eud me three Loofves ; for a Friend of mine in 
his journey is come unto me^ and I have nothing 
tofet before him. And he from withinjhall an^ 
/^verandfi^j Trouble me not^ for the ^r is now 
fimt^ andmy CbiJdren are with me in Bedj Ican^ 
not rife and give thee : Ifayuntoyouy though he 
will not rip and give him^ becaufe he ts bis 
Friend^ yet becaufe of his inu^rtunity he will 
ri/Cf and give him as many as he needs. And tbeq 
it follpws immediately, Askj and it fl:>all be 
givenyouj i. e. Ask for God's Holy Spirit, with 
the fame importunity, with the 4me fenreocy 
and e^rneilnefs, that this Man did the Loaves ; 
follow God with inceflknt. cries, refolve not to 
be denied^ and it ihall moft certainly be giveq 
you. 

The Truth is, importunate and fervent Prayer 
ihews a Man is in good earne^i:, and that be 
doth not come to Gfod out of Formality,or mere- 
ly 10 fatisfie the motions of a fearful Con- 
fcie^ce^ but th^t a ^re^t §^enfe of the Gopdnef$ 
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and Mercy of God, and of his -^iritual Wants 
and Nece^tiesi pots him iq^n Prayer, and fndi 
Prayers God <;anQot doipiSe, becaofe he hath 
promifed to hear (hem ; and of this the Evan-v 
geliii: gives us a very iUuftr|oas Esxmple in the 
Woman of Camtan crying .wto Chrift, L^rd 
helf me. The Anfwer is roqgh. It is not meet 
fo take the Cbiidre^s Bread and give it unto 
IXogs : Yet t^s doth not terrUie her, ibe dou- 
bles her Cries, and feems to catch our Saviour 
in his own Words, Trnthy Lord \ yet the ^ogs 
eat of the crumbs which fall from their Mth 
fter's Table. And iK>w God can. hold no. lon^ 
ger, but from his Mouth drops the joyful Word, 
O JVomaHy great is thy Faith^ be it ustto thee 
even as thou VfiU, Matthew 15. ^5-, z6, %y. , 
Prayer fan^tifies Coofi^eration, and where 
the Soul begs hard of God, that God would 
fet home the Refle^ons flie hath had^ and 
work her into a WilUognefs vto clofe with his 
Will, that he would increafe that JUght which 
Confideration hath given her ; give that Light 
Fire too, to warm as well as clear her, aa.d 
drive and force thofe Convictions, Confidera- 
tion hath a^rded her* into a .fesious Conver- 
fion ; terrifie her fo with that Sight of Sin,which 
Coniideration luth prefented.to her, that fhe 
may reinain no longer in tte Suburbs of Hell, 
but come out of Sodom, and fo allure her with 
that Beauty of Holinefs, whidi Qonfidecarion 
hath let her have a V^w af, that ihe may not 
be able to refift the S^endor, butfubmit to 
the Power, and fend his Spixic fo to move up- 
on her AfTe^ioiis, io to aduate her Endeavours, 

fo 
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fo to encourage her with Pf omifes, that it may 
not be in the Power of the Devil, nor in the 
Power of her Lnfts^ to gdn-fay, or contradid:, 
or dafli the Refolncion me hath taken ; where 
the Sonl doth with ilrong Defires pour out 
thefe her Reauefts before God, appeals to his 
Goodnefs,ana folicites his Clemency, the good 
Father opens the Gates of Heaven, lets in the 
Meflenger, makes him welcome, fmiles upon 
him, and fends him back laden with Mercy, 
and puts Words into his Mouth, and bids him 
tell the Soul boldly from that God who hear* 
eth Prayer, / have heard thee in an acceptable 
timey in the dny offalvation have I Jkccoured 
thee J Til four out my Spirit upon tbee^ I will 
open Rivers in high places and Fountains in 
the midjl of Valleys ; / will make thy Wilder^ 
nefs a pool of Wat er^ and thy dry Undoings 
of fVater : I will plant in the Wildernefi the 
CedoTy and the Myrtle^ and the Oil- tree will I 
fet in the ^efart^ that thou mayfi fee^ and 
inoWf and confiderj and underftand together ^ 
that the hand of the Lord hath done thiSy an4 
the Holy One of Ifrael hath created it^ x Cor, 
6. %. Ifa. 41. II, IX, xo. 

Up then, Chriflian, who art refolved not to 
let the Concerns of thy Soul lie at fix and fef 
vens, who art afraid to hazard Eternity with 
the carelefs befotted World : Like another La^ 
xaruSf beg Alms of the King of Heaven, Cry 
aloud^ and /pare not; ihewhim thy Wounds, 
thy Ulcers, thy Poverty, thy Want, thyNeceffi- 
ty ; let a greater Fervency attend thy Prayer 
for Spiritual ^leiSng^, t^fin others ufe |n beg- 
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giDg for Temporal Mercier. Prayer is the way 
CO be enriched with all the Treafures of Hea^ 
ven ; feek God's Affiftance with Tears in thine 
Eyes ; remember thy Soul is infinitely more 
precious than thy Body: And if a Beggar in the 
Street is fo earneft with thofe that pafs by, to 
give him fomethiog for the Relief of his Cor- 
poral Wants, oughteft not thou to be all on fire, 
to procure thole Bleffings which will enrich 
thy Soul for ever ? Behold, how others have 
fped : Behold, how Tbeodojius the Emperor 

Erays, and the Winds fight for him : Behold, 
ow Annianus prays, and the Army of Attilas 
is defeated upon't. Behold, how the Chriitian 
Soldiers under Aurelius pray, and on a fudden 
the Heavens drop down Rain to refreih the 
fainting Warriors ! Behold, how ^rr^i^iiyj prays, 
imd the Eanhquake ceafethl Behold, how Piw/ 
the Novatian Bifliop prays, and the Fire, which 
invaded the Church, is flopped ! Jofe/b's Bre- 
thren were piiiched with ramine, becaufe they 
knew not that their Brother Reigned in Egyft : 
Why fhouldil thou ftarv^, Chriitian, when thy 
Elder Brother Reigns in Heaven, who knows 
what thou wanteil, and is a faithful High-Prielt, 
and is touched with the feeling of thy Infirmi- 
ties, and was in all Points tempted, even as 
thou art? Come boldly to the Throne of Grace, 
that thou mayft obtain Mercy, and find Help 
in the Time of Need. If God hath done Good 
to others for his Servants Sake, who have 
pleafed him ; What will not God do fc^ thect 
for his Son's Sake, in whom alone he is well 
pleafed i If God doth fo highly efieeoi the 
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Piety of Men that he proMes, for my Serfanc 
Jmik'i Sakejk for my Servant Tkevid'^ Ssdce, 1 
will be kind to fnch a one ; wiH hd derofate, 
doft thou thinks from the Meiits and Love of 
\&B own Son ? WiU he harden his Heart) or 
flop his Ears, or t wn away his £3Fes^ wheii thou 
calleft upon him fir GhrijVs fahe t9 feifd dmm 
upon tbee the dt^J^rii^ frm» on high ? Cbrift 
is the veryObjedof God's Delight^ notbiag is 
iweet, nothing is ^leafing to tun^ irat througb 
and in Chrifl: $ Whatever is amiable, and ac- 
cepeable in ns, it is for Chrift's £dce» that God 
dboih think it fo. Wiihoiic Ligh% all Coloars 
are invifible^ there k no Beauty k then^ the 
Light fliining upon them soeskes ifaem hck 
lovely and amiable ; wiibom Chf ift, nothisg 
would appear pvre, of lovely, or great, or de* 
liH^tfnl. O Jejk ! How ott^t €fi^ Souls to 
rejoyce in thy Name 1 How dear, bow nred- 
4Mi ought thy Death to be hi ow £ye9, fecfa^ 
by that we five, and thy Croft is oar Exahati^ 
<m, thy Contempt makes us honourable, and 
thy Tears give lis a 'Htlt to Joys which 1^ for 
ever. He that looks thro' a greeaGUfs, fancies 
.all things he looks upon* to be green ; God 
looking upon our Holy Endeavours in Gbrift 
Jefhs, they all appear to him lovely and good, 
becaufe all that Cbrift did was good, and infi- 
nitely pleafingco hldi. The world had pe- 
ffiflicd ten thoufand times, if Giod had not looiE- 
ed upon it through tes Sen, and fo fupported 
it ; he thai) looks through aGlafs upon a fiink- 
1m Caroafs afiir cS, doth not Imetf the ill fceot 
t^iti lb Gad, through Chrifl^ Iboks iipon otir 
. . • Imper- 
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Imperfedions, ^d he fmetts not the ill fayoar 
of our Performances. Take Courage then» 
and lay hold on the Hor ti^ 6f this Altar ; ^nd 
if thou kooweft not what to fiiy, whea thou 
haif taken a feridui Vie\V of thy Waysi make 
ufe of tbis^ or fome other Form. 

OH thoUi wh0 drt the Father 6f the Sfirit 
of all Pkjh^ thi Father of Lights^ with 
"Whom there is no variahlenefiy npr fl^ndow of 
turning ; kefe lits a po6r mifirable fhfui wretch^ 
before tbee^ not wortJbf io hift nf his Eyes and 
Hands to He^n \ I ino<st^. not where to look 
for jhahie And confitfion of Fdve^ fo hng have l^ 
gone dfiray from thee^ fo (^en have I frovoked 
thee^ fo often have Ifiigbted thee^ fo often huma 
1 turned fby Grac^ into isb^ntonn^fs^ fo kn^ 
have I traatd in Sin^ and been bnfie with Ini^ 
^nitj^y fo kmg^ have I j^k^d fwitb Merey^ mJ 
maae a taughing-ftoek of Tnn^Jtmentj that thou 
^^fijufiiy abfent thy. feif frOm me for ever \ 
P difhgemotiffy hai>e 1 dealt with thee^ fi of- 
ten have T endeavour ed to blind thy All-feeing 
Eye J and to eheat my fklf that thou mighpojt 
jnftly caufe me to fall a Trey to Satan^ look 
ftern ufon mej and charge me^ never any more 
to fie thy Face. O wretched Creafure that I 
am ! fFho Jhall deliver from the Body of this 
^eath ? Oh m^ Lordy how often haft thou dart-- 
ed Ritfs of Light into ittySoul^ and the impure 
frc of my Luffs hdth frevmled agai^ft them t 
Hpw often haft thou fnggefttd to my Sauly the 
danger it hath been 4n^ and fet I ha^o n0 trenh 
bled? Haw ofkn haft^ tbiu ftmfg.my Fkart^ 

pricked 
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me with Motives. to a truly Heavenly ^^i MOr 
fives which may Sreak thro^ nil the T^eviTs Sup- 
geftioHf ; Motives which may invalidate 4^ 
' weaken the j^rotjoane motions of my Lujls. Goime 
Jowny thou Sun of Right eoufnejiy thou mi^Py 
Star pf J?cob, aifpeJthe Oloudsy and Mi^^^ 
^ which are upon my'Reafon .; ^ tear the Eyes ^f 49^ 
^nderji an dingy ^ndenaUemeto fee 4hejirtyS iff 
iSx^y thilVi^s offheDev'Jy the Sn<v^esofme 
'Worlds the Stratagems .of the Flejhjand dUihe 
[mjcfiiff th^ff plotted againji if^ 5Vi^^ l^ ^ 
SpritualEnemips. Convince me through^; thi^ 
'fo follow thfeis f^ygreatefi lntfr£^ythaito r^jifi^ 
thefe Enetpiesis mygreateft/a^yythat^ft^/tttb 
agatnfit})efe charms is my grehtefifeUci^^^ O iet 
rne apprehend Sifty dsitisihggreatfftht^ii^ let it 
a^Pedr very terrible to my Min^^ ref^rffenfuntc 
meSeave^f and tif^ Lofvej anJallthaf^ouhaf 
done for ^f , in fuch lively coUurSf that neifhier 
iDeafhy nor Life^ neither go^d Refoj't;^ norevtt 
Report J may fefa^ate tnep^jm thy Love. ' O let 
thy kin^nefSy and the benefits of thy &ons ©V4tMi 
and^affm^ ana Refurrekiouj a^ear to me in 
fuch Charaiiers^ that Im^ long to be filed with 
'allthefulnefspf^od. The Sfirit isPeffe& Lights 
and there is pQ darknefs with him: 'b let that 
Glorious Light 4tjfff4te that Gloominefsj fhofe 
Fog^y that Confufednefsy that is ingty intelie0uill 
f4rt\ rn^ke me conceive clear ly^ and diJiUffly 
what I muff do to inherit Eternal Life^ and k&w 
f^iiji carry n^ felf to God and Man. Give ««? 
fifch a fight of thy G lory ^ as may lift me, ufi ab^ve 
the World J andengao^e me to ha'Oe my confer Qt-^ 
tmk tn Heaven, now mv fVtUy to conform uir 
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tiret^ttr^y t^iii\ J wodlihiot-be minej&'mttfb 
as' t^4^. Ctf«l<?,' Lord^ and tdke the Go^ 
vmfMenP<^my''SM'tnt(S thyhmi! I hd-Oe too 
ioft^' fitjgfired' m} fflf to- be^dtdby mercilefi 
7yvW^\- Art ttmittft' nry^ Mafitr^ my Tririctt 
myJ^a^er*?' Thtftrlkft'the greateft right to rule^ 
mK bitiitfiiihy'H^itiwiio'thxT.eftimonies, and- 
nof td-' Co^ttfdftitp^ 'ixfheH tnyWtlliJOouid wan- 
deY^W^thy^'^rebeptsycrofi it^ dndfutajiopto 
iiy,thJtt it m»^ mt'^ ifeymdtbe limits of thy 
Ldtv:- 6'^hlfliPwh' /ijfvBioHSt they hanker too 
mUtVb^i^ftr this E'onh'i O' make thetfi in love 

'g their 
Hatred' 

f^- ttfi'k^ rt& otiier Objefti bitt Sih\Let my 
Li(i^¥m^ca)/^ie^oki after nothing Jo much as 
/tor Anltif I Ib-^e' any thingbefides^ let me . 
l(heyt>o«ifp^^thy'/kh: Let my hopes be fixed 
ufM^Hhihdrtis^ty^'en^rop " thou my ^Defires^ let 
nrt^fyt^ mW bH^'theiy let r^ chief Tielight'bt 
ihthy^^aiirMdOrdinafitesy ftrengthen my Re- • 
fSimtmf^O'dtUver mV from' that Guiltinefs T 
hlk\}it^J^ Uk^'ffeeffg^filty of\ Make my furfofes 
jhVfif tUt'thihrbK as the Moitntains of God, 
tehnh^W^ne^er'bi ntbued; let nothing be able 

courage ^ 

I^it^tifij^ ^* t^^pdmer I will conquer. My 
lMk^'^hi^lihckyd''thWom\ O knock a^aini and 






t^HHi If Lhla'dr bur Food and Raiment, I 
ti«*A»MWI thm-^ifh'^d'be'-comented'y ifsthy^ 

F f X Grace^ 
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Grace I want ; eftabltjh me with thy free Spt-^ 
rit\ Giveme Spiritual JVifdomy even that IVif 
dom which makes me Wife unto Salvation^ Thou 
art nigh unto them that call upon theCy yea^ unto 
all fuch as call upon the faithfully : O cajt me 
not away from thyTreJence^ lamthine^ Ofave 
me^ order my Jieps according'to thy fVord\ whefi 
I read itj let me read it with that attention^ 
as to obferve and take notice of what thou doft 
Command \ when I hear it ^ let me hear it ^ as if 
it were the laft time that ever I jhouldhear it: , 
Let thy Oracles make deeper imprejpans on me 
than ever ; dajh all thofe evafions and excufes 
I ufed to alledge^ when I have had no mind to 
obey thee ; Let the good motions of thy Spirit , 
prevail: O that there Jhould be fuch difficulty 
in conquering a poor Sinner ! O that God Jhould 
be forced to carefs me to be my Happinefs ! O . 
that Heaven fhould attraB me no more ! O that 
God fl^ould need to fend out Mejfengersy to in^ 
treat me to come to the Supper of the Lamb ! . 
Lordy take away this dulnefs^ make me mount 
up with wings as Eagles^ let me not be able to 
go out of thy ^PrefencCy till I have fully and un^ 
feignedly refolvedtogive up my fe If to thy Ser^ 
vice. 

OJefu^ the Light of the Worlds whoenlhht^ 
mfi every Man that comes into the Worlds where 
thoudwellejij there Mercy dwells i O due II in 
my Soul^ and Mercy and Truth will kifs each 
other : Teach me to hate my f elf not only for the 
hurt I have done to my felf but for the Injuries 
and Indignities I have offered thee; I was a 
horrid Monjfer^ thouy by thy heathy madefime. 
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£ pleafint Jpe^acle in the fight of Heaven ; / 
lay in the mire and ^ty thou didft advance me 
into thy Father s Bojbm; I lay trembling un^ 
der the Jaws of the hellijh l^ragon^ thougaveft 
me a place in the Heart of God \ I was unwor-- 
thy of thy Gracious AfpeB^ and thou haft made 
me capable of being embraced by the great and 
terriUe Goa; I lay in a ^ungeon^ thou didft 
promote me to a Throne ; thou haft done that for 
me J which J durft not have hoped or wifljedfor: : 
It had been enough to have delivered me from 
Hellj but that would not content thee^ except 
I were rat fed above the Heavens^ and above 
Angels too : It had been favour enough^ when 
my condition was fo defperatCy if thouhadft pur-- 
chafed for me a fufpenfioUy or forbearance of 
thy Father's Anger y but thou didft go further^ 
and didft purchafe me a pardon too \ and not fa^ . 
t is fie d with that^ thou didft incline thy Father's 
Love to me ; and as if that had not been enough , 
thou didft procure me GiftSy and Bkjfings too^ 
and not only Blejfings in generaly but the greats 
eft Blejfings imaginablcy even thine own King-^ 
dom^ and thine own Heritage. How unworthy 
have I lived of this incomprehenfible Love ? O ^ 
that' I might not be able to refieif upon my Life 
without Indignation ! Thou art the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life ; direct mcy andVllftrive 
to enter in at theftrait GatCy purifie my Spirity ' 
waft? my Soul with thy Bloody that's the Eye-- 
falve which wjtll make me fecy tbafs the Me^ 
dicine which will cure my blindnefs : O cleanfe 
mcy and Ifl?all be whiter than Snow ; O thou 
inexhaufted Fountain ofGoodnefSy let me not go 

away 
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Aiiv^nm amt^I'iffit/ t/^cn^Y t^mjjf^^aH^ 

foiH^'dnp- of thf Bi^^ iht9^ tBHa-jTf*^: a>H>l ^^* 
vffHi 'g&'ofe^i Bet^rm *^ eaWflefftHh^fiH tdf^fbr 
tlk&i let trifrnSt'fiHpie^i&^pi&P^e^'i^'im^'tWe'' 




Jefu J-, . cofnt qitittfy} 



o 



4 • 

^ak(l^\n^0 ^\S^ig^ji^n^. xShm0*fifim^ 

love of God.4<f me j» }fikfif GJarjf^ ^M^ .^ ffiMy 
inftantly throw down all I have at the feet of 
Chrift : O let my Soul be fo dazled with its 
heamsy that I may dejire and breath after no- 
thing fo muchj as after a glorious enjoyment 
■ of God. Bffi^k f^e cls^ns nfni^fins^ command 
the fetters I have been bound in to fly a/under ; 
whatever good Thoughts I have of Gody in- 
creafe them ; inlarge my Souly that I may truly 
delight in thinki^ of th^ ; let me feel the 
pjoeetnefs of Hplipefsy let me tafte thofe Joys 
which thou dofi ^uchfyf^ to thofe that tm prove 
thy motioif^ i f^^i me ky 4 forstajle of Hea- 
ven's <^hryf fp l0fi>rffi 0mt ft. Give me a 
glimpfe i^ y9»4fr ^firad'tfi^. fhat / may mt 
joint i^ mjmrifiyi gii^e m? irgMmenis againfl 
*"y fi^y ^f^ i^<0/ Ve 4^iivfr' ^ from my felf. 
Fill all the di^^ffls of ^ foul with thy Gifts, 
while I fojour^ ^fre fm ^amhy let my Heart 
be in Heaven: Lef n$f if If love in me hinder 
me from loving thef.. Take tny Heart auayy 
and give me thy felf\ be thou my Hearty and* 
all m^ Relight ; wherever. I amy be th: u my *D/- 

re£lor.^ 
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reBdr^ let thg^Word he my Rule, and enaile me 
to /ive accorMkg to that Rule. Holy, Bleffed, 
and Glorieur Trinity, one God, thou immenje 
Sea of Happinefs, make me to know what it is 
to be one with thee. O thou everlafting Good- 
nefi, O thou everlafting Wifdom, O thou ever- 
hfting Sweetnefs, Grant, I may fie thee \ Jee^ 
ing, may love tbee ; loving, may admire thee ; 
admiring, may imitate thee ; and imitating thee, 
may enjoy thee \ enjoying thee, may never be fir- 
farttted from thee, but live in thy Light, and 
Love, and Glory, to all Eternity, 
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